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HAP. I. 


4 is 


{| Dany at Portugal. Their entrance into Liſbon, 


== S our ſouls are perpetually in motion, being 
3 A neither able to ſettle —_ reſt, till they are 

* by arrived at their * centre, which is 
= God, who has created them for himſelf; it is not 
at all furprifing our thoughts are ſubject continually 
ſhould deſire one thing to day, and another to- mor- 
row ; that we ſhould undertake an enterpriſe, and 


do change: We mean, it is no manner of wonder we 


MF give it over almoſt at one and the ſame time: Tho? 


we ſhould act more prudently ſometimes, were we 


d maturely upon the. motives which in- 


- excuſe in ſome meaſure, the Prince of Denmark's 

changing his mind ; *tho' he had fo long ſhewn it 
was his ſole deſire to ſerve Auriſtella, and never to bo 
parted from her, 5 = | 
- Tr can not be alledged however that this deſire 


Vor. II. 


== The arrival of Periander, Auriſtella, and their come - 


and their departure thence. | th 23 


"» I . 


more — Oe our reſolutions ;' eſpecially when we 


duced us to take them, and find we were not prompt- 
ed thereto by 'any vicious principle. We fay this to 


gave place to another, which was contrary thereto ; 3 


7 4 


3 * 
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2, The Adventures of 


2 ſin 
follow what honour at that time more powerful than 
love enjoined him in the tickliſh ſituation, to which 
the news brought him by Sinibald had reduced him. 
As a convincing proof that the Prince's mind was. 
ſtill the ſame with relation to Auriſtella, he gave the 
fulleſt aſſurance thereof to Periander, in a private 
conference they had together upon that head, be- 
fore their departure from the iſland of the two her- 
mits. I beg you, /aid the Prince en that occaſion, 
to take a particular care of your ſiſter ; and preſerve 
her for me, that I may place her upon the throne of 


Denmark. Should I unfortunately loſe my life, con- 


#irmed he, in endeavouring to recover whatever unjuſt 
acquiſitions my father's enemies may have made, to 
the ' prejudice of his dominions, let Auriſtella be 


looked upon as 2 prince's widow ; and as ſuch, let 


her chuſe a conſort of my rank: Tho? as I have al- 
ready told you divers times, her beauty alone is ſuffi- 


ce he only ſuſpended his compliance therewith, to 
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cient to lay under her feet, not only the crown .of tk 


Denmark, but even the empire of the univerſe. Your 
orders ſhall be obeyed, great Prince, ax/awered Peri- 
ander ; and I ſhall always have that regard for my fiſt- 
relation. 33 5 
War Arnaldus had ſaid on this occaſion, never 
eame to the ears of Auriſtella; Periander not judging 
it proper, to be his rival's trumpet, in conveying. to 


the knowledge of their common miſtreſs, thoſe praiſes 


which, in his opinion, ought never to paſs his lips, 
In her hearing, but as given her by himſelf. In effect, 
o lover would act contrary to his own intereſt, ſhould 
he be ſo imprudent, to entertain his charmer with 
the paſſion, which another might have conceived for 
her. For inſtance, he would be greatly in the wrong, 
if, not being himſelf maſter of a <> voice, and knows 


ing his miſtreſs to be very fond of ſinging, he ſhould 
extol any of his competitors in her preſence, as ad- 
mirable performers in that way; or, if not being of 


the beft of families himſelf, he ſhould enlarge before 


Her, on their having many great and powerful relay 


tions. 


er, which I ought to have for ſo near and dear a 


3 g $1; Perſiles and Sigiſmunda. 


* tions. We are of opinion likewiſe, if he has any 
n defects, he ought not to aim at hiding them, by 
h dwelling on the perfections of a man, of whoſe ad- 


- ffarefies he has reaſon to be apprehenſive ; being con- 
iS. Fvinced, that if he is beloved, love will conceal all 
Ee Faults, till marriage is pleaſed to diſplay them, and 
„bring them to light. This advice, which is given 


en paſſant, was not neceſſary for Periander ; nature 


veſſels ſteered each of them their different courſe, 
cho' by the ſame wind, as has been already obferved ; 
which is, one of the admirable benefits we reap from 
navigation; and the ſea was ſo calm, it ſeemed as if 
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re wind had reſpected it, and dared only gently agt- 
rate its ſurface. By this means Periander's veſſel ſailed 
on ſo profperouſly, that in a little more than a month, 
without being obliged to alter their courſe, or ſhift- 
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1 their fails in the leaſt, a ſailor who was upon the 
> MW main-top-maſt, cryed out, that he diſcovered land ! 
Draw your purſes, gentlemen, ſaid he, draw your 
tr 9 purſes: Land, land! or rather, heaven, heaven? 
g Money I expect, and money I deſerve, ſince I ſee. 
oO the paradiſe of the world, in beholding the Portwpue/e 
es | coaſt, adjacent to the river of Liſbon. 26 
3 Tuts news drew drew tears of joy from all the 
t, A paſſengers, but eſpecially from Ricla, the two Anto- 
d MW 2:i's, and Conſtantia; as they were upon the point of 
h arriving at the ſo long deſired land of — Ac- 
Jy cordingly, Don Antonio, embracing then his beloved 
2 ſpouſe, my dear Barbarian, ſaid he, you are now 
Ve going to learn, better than was in my power to teach 
d ou, the way we ought to ſerve our maker; 
d- and will foon ſee the magnificence of the churches, 
of - wherein he is adored, with the due rites belonging to 
re the divine worſhip. You will quickly be witneſs, in 
2 hat manner chriſtian * is there exerciſed and 
8, 2 ä a a | 


never 


f 
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4 The Adventures of | 

never be able, ſufficiently to admire thoſe- ſpecious 
hoſpitals, where the ſick and the poor meet with what- 
ever relvf is neceſſary : Modeſty and love are there 
inſeparable companions ; and that civility which now 
reigns in that ſtately city, has poliſhed the roughneſs 
of its former manners; and true valour has taken 


the place of rhodomontade and hectoring. 


Tux cavaliers are affable, liberal, and always diſ- 
creet in their gallantry ; and the ladies, whoſe beau- 
ty dazzles the eyes, indulge themſelves in no farther li- 
berties than what are conſiſtent with virtue, In ſhort, 
Liſbon / the magnificent Liſbon / is the city which 
ſends more ſaints to heaven, than any other in Chri/- 


tendom; and is ſeated ſo advantageouſly, on the north 
ide of the Tagus, (a river, which is ſaid to have for- Wh 
merly had golden ſands); you would take its harbour 
at a diſtance, for a moving foreſt ; ſo remarkable is 
it for the prodigious number of ſhips, which there 
unload the riches of the eaft ; whence they are after- 


wards diſtributed all over Europe. 


0 


Say no more, Don Antonio, cried Periander, but i 
leave us the pleaſure of being ſurpriſed : The moſt ec 
uncommon ſights loſing all their value, when we can ⁵ü 
repreſent them before-hand to ourſelves, in our ima- 
gination; and admiration never making any farther i 
impreſſion upon us, than as we find ourſelves not to 


have conceived a ſufficiently noble idea of any 
thing, but that it exceeds our expectation. As for Au- 
ri/tella, ſhe was overjoyed with the thoughts of being 
ſoon aſhore 3 where ſhe need no more ſail from port | 
to port; or be toſſed from iſland to iſland ; conti- | 
nually expoſed both to the inconſtancy of the ſeas, | 
and caprices of the wind ; eſpecially as ſhe might 
proceed by land from Lion to Rome, with as much 
expedition as ſhe pleaſed, and without any obſtacle. 
IT was about noon, when the veſſel having paſſed 


the bar of Liſbon, without any damage, arrived a- 


breſt of St. Julian's fort; where it was ge” 
| | | b 


The Portuguexe were then in poſſeſſion of : the 


whole trade to the Eaff- Indies. 
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Perfiles and Sigiſmund. 5 


lthe commandant of that caſtle, and his retinue. 


They were in a perfect extaſy on beholding Auriſtel- 
g nor were their raptures much leſs on viewing 
Periander: Neither were they a little ſurpriſed af- 
erwards on obſerying the dreſs of Don Antonio and 
his family, hich owed to them both very odd, and 
very becoming. After ſome mutual civilities had 


Hz did not forget on this occafion, to give an ex- 


$£-/tantia whole groteſque habit, made after the man : 
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age: He deſcribed alſo Periander to him, as a cava» 
ier of extraordinary accompliſhments ;. and conclud- 
Wed with informing the good prelate that by the polite 
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s 
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heir luſtre, made them appear to the greater advan» 


Ly 
*. 
* 2 


echaviour of all of them, they would ſooner be taken 


for Sogn of the firſt rank than for Barbarians, 
her They 


nded afterwards at alittle diſtance from the 
fort; where Periander nobly rewarded the ſhip's 


crew with part of the gold Ricla had brought from 


her iſland ; which been exchanged for current 
money, in the kingdom of Policarp. Being come to 
[the famous monaſtery of Belem, Auriſtella would not 
proceed any farther, till ſhe had paid her adorations 
to her creator; and given him hearty thanks for the 
protection he had fo. viſibly afforded her, during the 

courſe of her different voyages. „ 

Man while, an infinite number of people flocks 


4 1 to the river ſide, to ſee theſe newly 


Pon Antonio her father had a ſuit. made 
n 4s tonzo her father had a. lit. mad 
P > Is 
D > RS 


Faxtia;advantageouſly ſet off with a habit of mg 7 5 
while A 


5 The Adventures of 
legs; and his lovely ſon was cloathed in the ſame 
manner, with the addition of a bow in his hand, and 
a a quiver full of arrows, hanging at his ſhoulders. 
Periander wore on that occaſion, a coat of green vel- 
vet, made not unlike a failor's jacket, with a waiſteoat 
and breeches of the fame ; and a rich cap ſhaped al- 


moſt. like a turban, and ſharp pointed at the top, 'M 


which concealed but little of thoſe flaxen ringlets, 


formed by his lovely locks : Then, as for the match- ſh 


lefs Auriſtella, being adorned with all the magnifi- 
cence of the North, which was ſtil heightened by her 


majeſtic preſence, while all the graces played around 


her, and waited on her, as her inſeparable attendants, 
ſhe drew the eyes of all beholders. In a word, the 
whole company together, and each of them in par- 


ticular, cauſed perfect raptures in every one who _ 

aw them; nevertheleſs Periander and Auriftella had / 
ſomething: ſo taking in them above the reſt, that they 
Kxed. the attention of every ſpectator upon them for . 


Tur went on from thence by land to Liſgon; 
which they entered, ſurrounded by crowds of the po- 
pulace, and even by ſome perſons of diſtinction, wo 
conducted them to the governor's. That venerable 

relate having long viewed them with admiration, i 
znquired who they were, from what country they | 
rame, and whither they were going ; in ſhort, he 


Could never have been weary of a 


tions: To all which Periander anſwered, by relating 


part of his adventures; but without giving any ac- i 
count of his extraction; and in the ſame manner he 
fatisfied the curioſity of others. The governor hav- | 
ing ordered a handſome lodging to be provided for 


them, a cavalier. who had one of the nobleſt houſes 


in town, offered them an apartment therein: And | 


prodigious. was the cencourſe of people, of all ranks 
and conditions who flocked daily thither. This be+ 
| Ing occaſioned partly by the uncommon beauty of 
Huriftella, and partly by the novelty of their garb ; 
Periander to put a ſtop thereto in ſome meaſure, ad- 
vaſed their changing the Jatter for that of pilgrims 1 
; 1 


ng them queſ* | 


_ MCC TTY 


bk Penſiles and Sigifmunda. 
and the rather, becauſe that dreſs was more ſuitable 
> chan any other, for their intended journey to Rome: 
s. ehold them then, in leſs than four days, cloathed 
|- exactly like thoſe who undertake long pilgrimages. 
8 OxE — as Periander and his company were 


EP 


_ 
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1 1 | going out, a *ortugueſe. fell at. his feet,. and would 
P, lain have imbraced them: By what happy chance, 
s, noble Periand?r,. ſaid he, do you honour this city 


h- with your preſence ?- Be not ſurpriſed, continued be, 


- . t my calling yen by your name; F am one of thoſe 
er ſunfortunate wretches whom you reſtored: to liberty, 


1d. by taking me with you, when you made your eſcape 
ts, your ſelf from the iſland of Barbarians, by the means 
of the hoſpitable Ricla: And I was in the bark, out 
r- Hef which Don Manuel de Souſa Coutino, (That Por- 
ho MF zugue/e nobleman who died with grief, as he was re- 
ad I lating his ſhocking diſappointment, when he expect 

"Red to have been married to beauteous Leonora de Pe- 
reyra, ) went into yours: I parted with you and your 
company at Greenland, juſt when Mauritius and La- 


: "88 di/aus arrived there in ſearch of Trafilla, the daugh- 


o- ter of the one, and wife of the other. 

ho Mr good fortune brought me back to my own. 
ble country, where I gave an account of the ſurpriſin 
on, death of Don Manuel, with the cauſe thereof; 
ey which was the more readily believed,. upon my word 


alone, becauſe it is at preſent. grown, in a, manner, 


ef. cuſtomary among the Portugueſe, to die for love. 
ing His brother, ſole heir to his immenſe riches, celes 
ac- brated his funeral rites with a magnificence ſuitable 
he to his fortune and quality: And has erected to his 
av- memory, in. a chappel where his anceſtors are inter» 


red, (tho' he is not buried there with them ; a mo- 


\ſes nument of black marble ;. whereon is engraven in let- 
\nd ters of gold, an epitaph, of which I would have your 
nks approbation, being well. aſſured it will pleaſe you. 
be · 4 did not remember his having ever ſeen the 
of man, but found by what he ſaid of Don Manuel, he 


chappel where he read the following inſcription up«- 
on a. Tomb-ſtone.. 7 's oe: Feen tA | 


my * 1 
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told truth; wherefore he followed him into the 
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RM 4 bc 3 "Fer le liv 406 in dtathleſi ume, 

* 75 Don Manuel de — glorious — 5 

. 75 * Who dying has to rags left behind, © 5 g 
The brig eft pattern aue in flory fad. = 
Had not this Hero been 4 Portugueſe, _ 

% 5 Hi longer — have ſpared the deflinies. 

| 8 * Thinl not he by the —— Caſtilian died, 

"$274 be rage he laugh'd at, and his fs) 4: efy'd. 

More pew'rful love than all the force of Spain 

Ni — heart, by two bright eyes has flain ! 

=” Reader, if in the north, Mos hear'ft his 1 

1 7. thau'lt envy of bis death, the glory 


Wo” PE RIANDER acknowledged the Portuguene had 
* - yeaſon, to believe he ſhould a m_ of this epitaph 3 
and owned his poets excelled thoſe of moſt other na- 
tions, in- compoling inſcriptions, to eternize, and tranſ- 
mit down to poſterity, the memory of their illuſtrious 
countrymen. Auriſtella then inquired of the Portu- 
8 „ how Leonora Peræyra had received the news, 
of Don Manuels untimely and deplorable end. By 
WOE this world within a few days after, for a bet- 
2 ered he; whether her — was cauſed by 
ities to which ſhe had uſed herſelf in- the 
—.— or by her regret, for having been the in- 
vocent vecaſion, of the melancholly cataſtrophe - of 4 
= ker, who at leaſt deſerved 3 eſteem, tho" he 
_ ould not obtain her affeRtion, which had been Pre- 
en 1 
parti wich this man, they went dire c iy to 
Pai inter 3 to: whom Pexiander gave divers 
45+ - aan of - 33 adven- 
to repeat them 10 o 
95 8 ee done, 87 the various . 
roach - "they were to paſs, in their way to 
t by throwing together an aſſemblage thereof, 
| 20 BEEN atione-view upon canvas. The painter be- * 
11 preſenting the iſland of Barbari ant, i in one Le 
ich riſtelh appeared yes # to be ſacrifio- | 
3 daher, the Hlames beginning to overs 
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Perſiles and Sigiſmundlaa. 
pread it. It was diſtinguiſhed from that wherein the 
priſoners were kept, by a ſmall arm of the ſea; in 
e midſt of which Periander might be obſerved, on 
Je remains of a float, toſſed by a ſtorm, with hands 
p lifted to heaven, to implore its aſſiſtance in that 
Ktremity. At ſome diſtance from thence might be 
een the veſſel into. which the Prince of Denmark 
Wreceived him half dead. Vet a little faxther, might 


e viewed the deſert iſland, wherein the amorous Don 


lanuel loſt his life. Still more remote than theſe, 
eight be diſcovered, riſing out of the ocean, the 
ks which formed a ſhelter to the road of Green 
an E ud, and rendered it almoſt as ſafe as a good har- 
Pour. Next, one might perceive the veſſel wherein 
Bf naldus and Periander were to have gone to Eng- 


aud, with Auriſtella, ſinking to the bottom; and 
1 he ſeparation of the pinnace from the boat, was ſo 


nely deſcribed thereon, one would have ſworn, one 
ad ſeen Aureſtella and Trafilla, ready to throw theme 
5 elves into the ſea, in order to have followed Periamn- 
and Ladiſag. Nor was the duel of the two ri- 
als, who died 3 for the poſſeſſion of Tauriſa, 
one leſs to the life; nor yet the ſhip- wreck of Aus 
ella, in the veſtel which had ſerved her for a 
rave, had it not been for the aſſiſtance of Po/icarp. 
= Os the other fide of the picture, the painter re- 
1 1 the veſſel, upon which a pillar of water was 
falling perpendicular, being ſpouted up into the aiy 
by the fiſh called 3 ; one of which was ſeen 
ſnatching, from on board, one of the ſailors, and 
ſwallowing hun like a ſmelt. In one of the deepnings, 
might likewiſe be perceived, that agreeable iſland, 
whereof Periander dreamed; and where he fancied he 
ſaw the ſeveral virtues and vices drawn up in array, 
as it were, one againſt the other; together with ma- 
ny other wonderful things, no leſs ſurpriſing. Nor 
was the adventure of the frozen ſea forgotten, nor 
the capture of the pyrate's veſſel, which had forced 
away Auriſtella; nor yet the arrival of Periander in 
Leland; where he leaped with the horſe of King 
| | re 


10 we Adventures of 


 Cratilas, from the top of a rock upon the chryſt4- 

lied ocean. Policarp's carouſal was alſo ſo naturally 
_ repreſented there, one would have ſworn, one had 
ſeen Periander triumphing over his adverſaries ; and 


. 5 '.,  Sinforoſa, crowning him, with her own chaplet, as 
ttzheir conqueror : Which, when Auriſtella beheld, ſhe 
would have blotted out herſelf ; had it not been for 


the wrong it would have done the picture, to have 
deprived it of the fineſt piece of painting that ever 
had been ſeen till then. —* 55 
Inx a word, no one circumſtance was omitted, in 
this repreſentation of their adventures, which might 
bring them all together under one view. Even their 
landing near Bel was painted there; as well as 
their entrance into Liſbon, with the ſame dreſs, which 
had drawn after them ſuch numbers of the populace. 
We forgot to mention, that the burning of Policarp's 
om might have been perceived there; as would 
have been alſo, the dethroning of the Prince, and 
the puniſhment of Zenotia, had they come to the 
knowledge of Pertander: But being himſelf a ſtranger 
to thoſe circumſtances, he could only have his own 
flight, thence deſcribed there, together with that of 
his companions 3 whom one of Policarp's officers was 
receiving on board a + ; as alſo the hermits iſt-- 
and, where the ſame officer put them a ſhore, at the 
foot of a mountain; on the top of which might be 
een Rutilio, in the habit of an anchoret. 
Tux whole was done pretty much to the life; but 
what ſeemed to ſurpaſs all the reſt, was the picture of 
Auriſtella ; which appeared as if ready to ſpeak to 
thoſe who beheld it. Nevertheleſs, as much drawn 
to perfection as it was, every one ſaid, no mortal 
pencil could come up to the beauty of that angelic 


 — maiden; and that to effect it, the painter muſt be 
ended with a more than human underſtanding. To 
. conclude, this picture was delivered into the hands 
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of the young Antonio; who was alſo deſired to ex- 
plain the ſeveral particulars, therein, whenever good- 
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Our new pilgrims ſtaid at Liſbon about ten or 
twelve days; which they ſpent in viſiting the ſtately 7 


churches, and performing therein thoſe religious du- 


ties, whereunto they were obliged as chriſtians : This 
done, having obtained an authentic paſſport from the 
governor, they took leave of the cavalier, at whoſe 
houſe they had lodged, and of Dun Manuel de Souſea's' 
brother, who made them magnificent preſents. Be- 
ing then about to ſet out for Caſtille, they were obs 
liged to depart from Liſbon by night; leſt the — 
ſhould have followed them as uſual, had they gone 
away by day, and prevented their travelling at their 
eaſe ; not but that the alteration of their dreſs had 
already, in ſome meaſure, abated the ere of 
their curioſity. 


» — 
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CHAP. II. 


dajoz, where Periander, Auriftella, Don Antonio, 


governor. The extravagant we formed by & 


poet for Auriſtella. The ſurprifing _—_ 7 4 
Woman, and a new-born infant. 


HE tenderneſs wherewith Auriſtolla kad ene 


educated, with the youth of Conflantia, ang 


Nicla's conſtitution, which was but weakly, required - 
ome preparations and carriages, for the long j 

ey were to undertake; 
erſelf by her Vow, to go on foot to Rome, from the - 
irſt place on the continent, where ſhe: ſhould land, 
ould not make uſeof any ſort of convenience: where- 
ore all the reſt would be conformable in their devo- 
ion to hers : Nay, which was yet more, the not 
only agreed to walk, but if it ſhould be needful, to 
deg all the way along. This bargain bein conelud- 
d, Ricla locked up the reſt of the gold ſhe had 
brought from her iſland ; and Periander was enenſed 
rom making Uſe of Auriftella's ineſtimable 
whereof he took particular eare in caſe of ncceſſity. 
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be neau Pilgrims meet a _— * ſtrollers at . 5 
and his family, are bhonourably received by the 
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They bought then only one mule, on which they laid 
their baggage, not being able to carry it upon their 
ſmoulders; and having provided themſelves With pil- 

grim's ſtaves, to ſupport them as they walked, and 
to defend themſelves againſt robbers, or wild beaſts, 
they ſet out, without any. other equipage or arms, 
but the bow of young Artonio, from Lifton : Leaving 
behind them the reputation of perſons of ſuch merit, 
that for ſome time after their departure, nothing was 
there talked of, but the ſingular politeneſs and beauty 
of the foreign pilgrims, Bib 

As they had reſolved to travel two or three leagues 
day, they were not long before they reached Bada- 
jño; the governor of which place had been already 

informed, by letters from Liſbon, they would paſs 
| thro' that city, and there reſt themſelves. Having 
entered the town, they took up their quarters in an 
inn; where a company. of famous ſtrollers had alſo 
| lodged ſome days; who were to play that very night 
before the governor, in order to their obtaining leave, 
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to perform afterwards in public. No ſooner had theſe br: 
ſtrollers ſet their eyes upon Auriſtella and Conſtantia, ¶ bu 
than they were dazzled with their beauty; as gene · ©v' 
rally were all others, when they firſt beheld them nat 
But the perion, on whom their charms made the moi is 
| lively impreſſion, was a poet, Who accompanied theſe his 
ſtrollers, to correct, alter, and even give a new tun ec 
to their old pieces; an employment more ingeniou i by 
than honourable ; and not ſo gainful as laborious. We dra 
may here ſay, en paſſant, that poetry when excellent ed 
is like a limpid running ſtream, which purifies whatever] that 
it touches: It is a ſun; which without defiling itſelſſi an e 
paſſes'thro' the moſt impure 2 It is a lightning heac 
which being too much confined any where, breaks ou ed t 


in impetuous flaſhes, to illuminate, and not ta burn I to la 
It is an inſtrument, whoſe harmonious melody:raviſheyepic 
the ſenſes with its ſweetneſs ; but to wn. fron N 
| -whence we have digrefſſed. it, h 
Ou poet, whom neceſſity, as we believe, had in ing, 
duced to forſake Parnaſſus, and rhyme in an inn 5 an and c 
| to prefer to the Ca/talian fountains, and even to Aga becau 
CD - N 578 
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all becauſe they were ſtill in the "x of their ears; 
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nippe, the muddy and ſtinking waters in the high-ways, 
which extremity of thirſt made him often take for the 
nectar of the gods he ſung ; this poet we ſay, more 
captivated than any of the reſt, with the attractions 
of Auriſtella, fixed his eyes tenderly upon her; and a+ 
creed, within himſelf, ſhe had all the charms requi- 
ſite for an accompliſhed ſtroller. Her fine ſhape, and 
majeCtic preſence, put him into perfe& raptures ; and 
he had already transformed her in his own imaginati- 
on, into one of the nymphs of the woods, or foun- 
tains. Then he undreiſed her again, and adorned 
her with all the robes and embelliſhments of a Princeſs, 
or a ſovereign, in which ſhe charmed him infinitely 
and a minute after, ſhe pleaſed him no leſs under a 
comic garb : In ſhort, under whatever character he 
fancied her, he imagined her always amiable, witty, 
and above all, exceeding virtuous and diſcreet ; two 
qualities, as he ſaid to himſelf, not always to be 
found in a ſtrolling beauty. _ ET 
+ Goop heavens ! what volubility is there in the 
brain of a poet !. upon what unſtable foundations' he 
builds his chimeras! impoſlibilities ſeem eaſy to him; 
every difficulty is removed in a moment in his imagi- 
nation; and that with ſo much eaſe, that the leſs he 
is favoured by fortune, the more his miſery raiſes 
his hopes, and puts him upon forming ambitious pro- 
jects. This our poet made very evident, on ſeeing 


drawn at Liſbon. Never before had he been tranſport- 


that piece: He was ſeiſed on a ſudden, with ſuch 
an enthuſiaſm, that he formed upon the ſpot, in his 
head, an aſſemblage of all the ſeveral events repreſent- 


i ed the. eon; and was beginning from that moment, 


to lay down in his own fancy, the plan for a regular 

epic poem. . DT 
NEveRTHELESS, 1 well reflected upon 

it, having conſidered, he had only ſeen, in that paint - 


in ing, the beginning of the adventures of his heroes: 
Wand could not learn either the middle or end thereof, 


he 
* 
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by chance, the picture Periander had cauſed to b 


ed with ſuch a poetical fury, as he was on beholding - | 


— 


that ſhe knew not what he ſaid; tho' "ſhe had learned 
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knew not whether, to make it as regular as he proe- 
poſed, he ought not himſelf to finiſh the ſacrifice the 
_ governor of the iſland of Barbarians had left imper- 
fe ; and make them die in the midſt of the flames; 
their death, according to the rules of his art, ſeeming. 
to him. neceſſary, to render the cataſtrophe moving 
and pathetic. . 

| Wait he was thus in doubt, whether he ſhould 
ſpare his heroes or not, he found an opportunity of 
diſcourſing with Auriſtella. He began with repreſen- 
ting to her, how advantageous it was, for a young 
and handſome woman to turn actreſs. You will not 
have appeared, /aid he, twice upon the ſtage, before 
it will rain gold upon you at your lodgings ; becauſe 
moſt of our Princes and grandees, who are a ſort of 
mines, conform themſelves at preſent to the will of 
our nymphs, goddeſſes or queens; and even of our 
chamber maids, Should a royal feſtival be given one 
day, continued be, and ſhould you. appear thereat in 
the character of a queen, dreſſed in a magnificent 
robe, and al! dazzling with gold, the very next 
morning you will ſee our cavaliers at your feet, with 
all the ſubmiſſion and -reſpe& imaginable, ſtriving 
who ſhall have the honour to reimburſe you, for your 
expences to ſhine on that occaſion. Repreſent to 
yourſelf again, purſued he, the pleaſure you will take 
in our journeys; in ſeeing two or three of theſe cava- 
liers following you in diſguiſe, and ſerving you at one 
and the ſame time as lovers and ſervants ! in ſhort, 
| what glory will it be for you, added he, (when you 
change the part of a confidant, for that of a ſultaneſs 
or empreſs) ; ſhould a hundred noblemen, when you 
come off the ſtage, treat you with the ſame reſpect, as 
if you really was the one, or the other; and render 
vou that tender homage, at your toilet, which they 
no longer pay to thoſe beauties, whom they adored, 
before they ſaw you perform. | : Ne 
Qurxx tired out with this extravagant diſcourſe of 
the poet's, Auriſtella gave him to underſtand by figns 


| | a little Spaniſb in converſing with Don Antonio and his 
EL | 5 family, 
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family, who never ſpoke any thing elſe to her. Hereup- 
on the poor bard was almoſt ready to deſpair; being ter- 
ribly vexed her, being a ſtranger to the language, ſhould 
make him loſe a player, who, as ſhe would have been 
in a manner his creature, would have enabled him to 
ſubſiſt a little better, in proportion as he cultivated her 
talents for the ſtage ; eipecially as ſuch a beauty had 
never yet been ſeen upon any of the Spaniſb theatres. 


Tux governor of Badajoz, as has already been ob- 
ferved had been informed, that ſome pilgrims of ſin--, 
gular merit, were to paſs thro” that city; and having 


likewiſe heard they were arrived, he ſent to beg they 
would come to his houſe, that he might give them 
ſome marks of his eſteem : Whereupon Periander, 
who was always governed by the will of Auriſtella, 
and did not determine upon any thing, but with the 
conſent of Don Antonio, having conſulted them upon 
it, promiſed to wait on him, as he accordingly did, 
with his whole company. All the people of the beſt 
rank in Badazoz, were then met at the governor's, to 
fee the travellers perform; and never was ſurpriſe e- 
qual to that of the illuſtrious aſſembly, when they ſaw 
Auriſtella, Ricla, Conſtantia, Periander, and the two 
Antonio's enter the room. Every one was raviſhed at 
the ſight of them; the majeſtic preſence of the one, 
and the noble air of the other, ſtruck them with admi- 
ration: Nor were they leſs delighted with the polite- 
neſs and ſweetneſs of their converſation: Inſomuch, 
that ſome cavaliers quitted to them the front places, 
that they might the better ſee the tragedy of Cephalus 

and Procris, which began ſoon aſter their arrival. 
Tu actreſs who perſonated that unfortunate wife, 
entered admirably into her character; and repreſented 
to perfection thoſe jealous emotions, which coſt her 
her life. The actor alſo who played the part of that 
wretched huſband, performed it ſo to the life, and 
repreſented him ſo naturally, in the melancholly 
condition wherein he was, when he found he had 
killed his beloved wife inſtead of a boar, that the 
audience, giving way to that paſſion, he endevour- 
ed to excite, each ſpectator ſeemed to mingle his 
: C2. tears 
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tears with the player's. It muſt be confeſſed howe- 
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yer, that this tragedy is excellently well adapted, to 


move the paſſions very powerfully, which is not at 
all ſurpriſing, ſince it is the production of Juan 
Herrera de Gamboa, whoſe genius by the confeſſion 


of all his competitors, carried dramatic poetry to its 
utmoſt perfection. | | CES, 

Tur play being. over, the ladies began more par- 
ticularly to examine the beauty of Auriſtella, feature 
Þy feature ; which done, they all agreed that thoſe 
ſeveral beauteous parts joined together, made fuch 


an aſſemblage of charms, as might be..called Fault- 


leſ perfection. The men had the ſame curioſity, 
with regard to Periander; and having taken him al- 
ſo to pieces, paſſed the ſame favourable judgement 


upon him: Nor did the merit of Conſtantia, and the 
fine mien of young Antonio paſs without commenda- 
tion. Our pilgrims ſtaid yet three days longer at Ba- 


dajox; during which the governor made them no- 
ble preſents; nor was his lady, who was equally 
generous, a jot behind him; but loaded Auriſtella 
with rich gifts; obliging her to promiſe, ſne would 


let them know from time to time, what befel her in 


the courſe of her pilgrimage. 

, Ox ſetting out from Badajoz, they took the road 
to Guadalupe; and travelled ſo ſoftly, that at the end 
of the third day, they had advanced but five leagues 


When night overtook them on the top of a mountain 


covered with oaks, and other trees of different ſorts. 


Ihe ſun was then in Libra, and it was the autumnal 


equinox ; inſomuch that the heat being moderate, 


and the cold not troubleſome, one might paſs the 


night in caſe of neceſſity in the open fields, as well as 
in a village. As that therefore, where they thought 


to have taken up their lodging, ſeemed too far diſ- 


tant, to be reached by them that night, Auriſtella 
oped their. [aſking ſhelter at the habitation of 
ſome ſhepherds, which was within fight ; whereto 
all the company readily agreed. As they were croſ- 
ting a coppice however, in order to get thereto, Nr 
[5 Fox | | „ 
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a thick fog aroſe, they no longer knew where they 
ſet their feet ; only the light that was in that habi- 
tation, which they could ſtill make a ſhift to diſcern, 
ſerved them as a guide, to prevent their loſing their 


way. . 
They could not advance very faſt by reaſon oſ the 

darkneſs and they were hindered yet more by a noiſe 

they heard; whereupon young Antonio immediately) 
laid hold on bis bow, and put himſelf in a poſture 
of defence; but their uneaſineſs did not laſt long. 

A man. on horſeback, whoſe face they could not ſee, 

came up to them in a few minutes; and having ſet 
eyes on them, good people, ſaid he, are you of 
theſe parts? No, ax/wered Periander, we are fo- 
reigners, and even of a very diſtant coun'ry, as you 
may know by our ſpeech ; and we are going on a2 
pilgrimage to Rome, by the way of Guadalupe. 

No matter, replied the horſeman, as generoſity is 
of all countries, why may not there be among you 
ſtrangers, as well as among us, ſome beneficent ſouls, 


who may be willing to do a charitable actions? 


Whoever you are, /aid Don Antonio, ſpeak. if you 
want our aſſiſtance, and you ſhall find we do by o- 
thers, as we would have others do unto us. Take 
this gold chain then, cried the man, which is worth 
above two hundred crowns; take alſo this precious 
pledge, upon which I can not ſet any value; and 
When you arrive at Truæillo, deliver it into the hands 
either of Don Franciſco Pizarro, or Don Fuan de 
Orellana, two cavaliers well known there, and indeed 
every where; being both rich, both liberal, and both 
full of honour : Having thus ſaid, he delivered. a bun- 
dle to. Ricla, who having heard a child cry, came for- 
ward to receive it in her arme. 3 | 
Tal either of them, continued he, they are defir- 
ed to take care of this innocent creature ; and ſhall 
ſoon be acquainted with the name of thoſe who gave 
ie life, if it has the good luck to get ſafe into their 
hands. Forgive me, added be, Be leaving you ſo 
haſtily ; my enemies are at my heels ; ſhould they 
come to you, and aſk if you met me, be ſo kind as 
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| to anſwer them, it was 1o dark, you could not fee 


any one, but you heard three or four horſemen, one 
of whom, as he rode along full ſpeed, called out 


to the reſt, Let us take the road toe Portugal! my 
Friends! Let us make the beſt of our way for Por- 
tigal ! I muſt be gone, purſued he, for I can not ſtay 


here any longer without the utmoſt danger. This 
ſaid, he ſet ſpurs to his horſe, and vaniſhed like light. 
ning ; but returned again immediately with the ſame 


ſpeed, to tell them the child had not been chriſten- 
ed, and deſire them to acquaint one of thoſe cava- 


hers therewith : This done, he galloped away a ſe- 
eond time, and they ſaw him again no more. 
; BenoLD then, our pilgrims intruſted with a 


Charge, which ſeemed of no ſmall value; by the pre- 


ſent made them by the unknown, to induce them to 
carry it to Truxillo. Ricla therefore uſed her ut; 
moſt endeavours to ſtill the cries of the infant; while 
young Antonie held his bow in readineſs to ſhoot, 
and his father and Periander drew the ſwords out of 


the pilgrims ſtaves, which ſerved them as ſcabbards, 


in order to be prepared againſt all events. Mean 


while, Auriſtella knew not what to think of this odd 
adventure ; while Conftantia looked upon it as a pre- 
ſage of good luck; and both of them offered Ricla 


to help her to carry her new charge. The fog till 
continued to grow thicker every moment : It was ne- 
ceſſary to get out of the coppice, and they knew not 
How to find the way; they could perceive however, 
ſome glimmering of the light which had ſerved them 
as a guide, before their meeting the unknown, and 
they made up to it as well as they could: At laſt, 
what with ſometimes ſtumbling, and ſometimes fal- 
ling, they arrived at the ſhepherd's habitation. 


Tur had ſcarce got thither, and deſired a lodg- 
ing, before there arrived alſo a woman, who was en- 
deavouring to dry up her tears, that ſhe might not 
diſcover ſhe had been weeping.; tho” it was plain to 


be ſeen ſhe was overcome with ſorrow ; ſhe did her 
utmoſt alſo, to reſtrain her fghs, but they m—_— 


- ” 


( 

© 

{ 

* 

h 
0 
b. 
tc 

I 
in 
be 
di 
ed 

as 
po 
H: 
COL 
ho 
to ( 
her 
anc 
of 
tag, 
and 
exh 
ſkin 
ed | 
MV 
CIrci 
mig] 
been 


Perſiles and Si giſmunda. 19 
ly eſcaped her, notwithſtanding her care to ſtifle them 
and tho' the ſeaſon would not well permit it, ſne was 
almoſt naked; but the few cloaths ſhe had on were 
of value, and ſhewed ſhe was a perſon of diſtinction. 
ſhe ſtrove all that was in her power to hide her face, 
but the light of the fire, which the ſhepherds had 
kindled for the reception of their new gueſts, would 
not ſuffer her to do it ſo effectually, but that they 
could perceive ſhe was both young and handſome ; 
and Ricla, who was a pretty good judge of age, aſ- 
ſured them ſhe could not be above fixteen or ſe- 
venteen. | | Zh 
O obſerving her in this diſordered condition, the 
hoſpitable ſhepherds aſked her if ſhe was purſued, 
or if ſhe ſtood in need of any relief. What I would 
beg of you good friends, /a:d /5e mournfully, is, firſt. 
to hide me in ſome corner of your habitation, where 
I may not be found by thoſe, who may perhaps come 
in ſearch of me; and then give me ſome ſuſtenance z_ 
becauſe I ſhall faint away and die, unleſs I am ſpee- 
dily relieved. Our readineſs to ſerve you, anſter- 
ed a venerable old father, ſhall ſhow you that as poor 
as we are, we are Charitable to the utmoſt of our 
power, to all who ſtand in need of our affiſtance +2 
Having thus ſaid, he took the ſofteſt ſheep-ſkins he 
could find, and carried them forthwith to a very large 
hollow old oak, wherein he made up a ſort of bed, 
to conceal the afflicted fair-one from the purſuit of 
her enemies. This done, he returned in an inſtant, 
and taking her in his arms, carried her to that place 
of refuge ; after which he made her ſome milk pot- 
tage, and gave her as much wine as ſhe would drink ; 
and while the young woman was thus recruiting her, 
exhauſted ſtrength, the good old man hung up ſome 
ſkins before the hollow of the tree, as if he had plac- 
ea them to dix. 8 
Max while, Ricla having reflected on all theſe 
circumſtances, began to ſuſpect, that this very perſon, 
might be the mother to the infant, that had newly 
nt - been intruſted with her, by an unknown e 
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Full of this thought, honeſt father, cried fbe to the 
_ Charitable eld man, ſet no bounds to your good 
works ; heaven will reward you for them ; ſhew your 
Charity alſo to this little creature, before it dies 


with hunger in my hands; Ithis ſaid, ſhe told him | 


in few words, how it had been delivered to her by 
the way. Inſtead of ſtanding to aſk her any _ 
tions,. he called immediately one of the other ſhep- 


herds, whom he ordered to take the child, and 


carry it to the woman who looked after the goats, 
that ſhe might hold it to ſuck one of the ſhe-goats, 
till ſome better meaſures ſhould be taken for its pre- 
ſervation. | : | | 

+” SCARCELY had the woman begun to quiet the in- 


fant, by maiſtening its lips with a little milk, when 


ſeveral horſemen arrived at the cottage,, and inquir- 
ed, whether they had not ſeen a cavalier, who was. 
carrying away with him a new-born child, and the 
| young lady who had juſt brought it into the world? 
The ſhepherds having anſwered, they knew nothing 

of what they talked about, they galloped away with 
all ſpeed, to the great ſatisfaction of the good 
men; and our pilgrims paſſed the reſt of the night 
in their cottage, much more conveniently than 
they expected ; as did the ſhepherds very much te 
their content, in ſuch agreeable company. | 


FL 


CHAT. BE | 
The ftory of the young women, concealed in the holls 
| M the oak. 


r E fog blinding, in a manner, thoſe who were 
looking for the young woman concealed in the 
hollow of the oak, they ſaw nothing of what paſſed 
in the ſhepherd's dwelling ; which made them paſs 


5 on directly, without aſking thoſe good men many 
gueſtions. What they ſaid to the old father who 


Vosas maſter of the flocks, did not much diſturb him, 
vor prevent his getting ready what was neceſſary for 
his gueſts. During their repaſt, they reaſoned to- 
1 5 : oethers 
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gether, about what could have brought thither the 
* young fugitive; and what could have induced the 
d unknown cavalier to intruſt the new-born infant in · 
to the hands of pilgrims; upon whoſe honeſty he 


0 ought the leſs to have relied, (as this charge ſeemed 
10 ſo dear to him) becauſe they had declared them- 


: {elves foreigners- | | 
4 T nis confidence appeared yet more ſurpriſing to 
the old ſhepherd, becauſe ſtrangers having no rea- 
A ſon to fear being called to any account, might 

| have made their own advantage of the gold chain, 


ws and have left in the coppice, the infant they had 
2 brought with them to his abode. This proof of 


the probity of our pilgrims, redoubled the zeal of 
the good old father for their ſervice; and he would 
give them all he had to reward them for their ho- 
neſty and charity. Mean while, he longed impati- 
ently to have the young * fe give him fome in- 
ſight into what ſo much took up his thoughts. But, 
on Auriſtella's remonſtrating to him that in her pre- 
ſent trouble ſne would not be able to afford him the 
ſatisfaction he deſired; and that he ought to ſtay till 
next morning before he aſked her any queſtions z ' 
he contented himſelf with going from time to time, 
to viſit her, and inquire after her health. f 
As he had often repeated this queſtion, and ſhe 
had ſtill anſwered, ſhe was but indifferent, ſhe told 
him at laſt, ſhe ſhould be better when ſhe had no- 
thing to fear from her father and her brother, who 
were thoſe that were in ſearch of her, together with 
ſome of their friends. Hereupon, before they gave 
way to ſleep, he judged it proper to ſend away the 
infant, to one of his relations, who lived in a ham 
let about a league off; accordingly, it was delivered 
to the care of the ſame ſhepherd who had before gi- 
ll it to the woman, to have it ſuckled by a ſhe goat 3 
fed Wand he carried it to this relation's with the gold chain 
pals of the unknown cavalier. At the ſame time he charg= 
any ed her, not only to take great care thereof, but in 
vho- caſe ſhe ſhould be aſked from whom ſhe had it to 


im, an- 


hers 
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anſwer, it belonged to an acquaintance in an Adjacent 
village. 5 . 
Havinc thus taken all proper meaſures ,againſt 
what ſpies might be ſent, they all went to their re- 
poſe, upon ſeveral beds of very ſoft ſkins, which 
the old ſhepherd had got ready for them: There 
they took their reſt till day-break, which appeared 
in a few hours, and was much more welcome to the 


Pilgrims, than to the trembling fugitive, who dared 


hardly lift up her head. However, after having 


placed proper perſons, at all the different avenues 


that led to the houſe, the.old ſhepherd removed her 
out of the oak, that ſhe might have liberty to breathe 3 
and they might hear what they all longed ſo impa- 
tiently to know. : | 

As ſoon as ſhe appeared before the pilgrims, they 
thought her as lovely as the morning, . which had 
juſt before made its appearance; inſomuch, that 
1 queſtioned, whether ſne did not carry the day, 
for beauty from Conſtantia ; for ſhe could not diſ- 
pute the prize with Auriſtella, who, wherever ſhe 
came, was ſure of the preeminence, nature having 
even ſurpaſſed herſelf to render her a Noenpareille. 
Having allowed her a little time to breathe, the 
whole company begged her to acquaint them, why 


me had left her father's houſe with ſo. much preci- 
pitation; which ſhe, being no leſs polite than grate- 


ful, did not refuſe, notwithſtanding her weak condi- 
tion ; and accordingly ſhe began with a faint voice, 
as follows. | 


o 


Tno' what I am going to fay before a company 


to whom I am indebted for the light I at preſent 
enjoy, will indanger my lofing their good opinion, 


as well as the character of a woman of honour, which 
J have ever valued more than life itſelf; I would 
rather appear grateful, by complying with their de- 
fires, than ſeemed ungrateful, by refuſing it. I am 
Called, Feliciana, with the voice, and was born in a 


little city not far from hence. My parents are of 
an illuſtrious extraction, but have not an eſtate an- 


{wer- 
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e ſwerable thereto: Nevertheleſs, my beauty being 
ſome months ago quite different from what it is 
ſt now, I was courted by thoſe, who were the beſt 
Þ matches in the town. „ | 
h Nax my father's, lives a cavalier of great 
re diſtinction, both for his nobility and the ſervices 
he has done the ſtate; and this cavalier has a ſon, 
ne who is both heir to his eminent virtues, and his vaſt 
ed riches. In the fame city is alÞ another ancient ca- 
Ng valier, who has likewiſe a ſon, with whom he lives 
ES WE honourably, upon a moderate income; and my fa- 
ET ther would have married me to the latter, without 
23 regarding the addreſſes of the rich young cavalier, 
da our neighbour. But heaven, which reſerved me for 
the diſgrace I now undergo, or perhaps, for a yet 
EY greater misfortune, deſigned me the rich cavalier: ; 
and accordingly, I received him into my bed, as 
hat my huſband, unknown to my father; having unhap- 
pily loſt my mother, who might have made him 
open his eyes, to ſee his own intereſt, and conſult 
my inclination. We ſaw each other frequently, 
without witneſſes ; we found opportunities, when- 
ever we ſought them, and theſe ſecret interviews 
drew me on to that rock, upon which my honour 
has been ſhipwrecked ; if a woman is to be looked 
upon as diſhonoured, who did not conſent to make 
her lover happy, till ſhe had received the promiſe of 
his faith, as her lawful huſband. "In 


ice, JusT as I was upon the point of bringing into the 

world, the fruits of our conjugal love, my father, 
dan I took it into his head, to inſiſt on my giving my hand 
lent to the cavalier, whom he preferred, to that I had 
> choſen for myſelf; and accordingly, he brought him 
hic 


laſt night to our houſe, with two of his relations; 
with deſign to join us together directly, without even. 
de- ¶deferring our nuptial ceremony till next morning. A 
am Wort of foreboding, of what was to follow, made me 
m 7 ſhudder, on ſeeing Don Diego, (that was the cava- 
lier's name,) enter the houſe : But my anguiſh was 
beyond expreſſion, . when my father, coming _— 
"Be : | | . | Varus 


—— — ws 


24 Pe Adventures of 
wards intd a room, whither I had retired, commandv 
ed me to dreſs myſelf ſomewhat better than ordinary, 
that I might receive the faith of Don Diego, and en- 
gage mine to him reciprocally ; allowing me, at the 
. time, but a few minutes, to prepare myſelf for 
it. My reckoning, as I before told you, was juſt out; 
and I was ſeiſed with ſuch a terror, on hearing my 
father's order, that I was rather dead than alive. No 
ſooner had he tejoined the company, but inſtead of 
having any other cloathes brought me, by mv waiting. 
maid, who was in the ſecret, I fell into her arms, with 
my eyes drowned in tears: Ah! Leonora, cryed 7, 
my life is at an end; Don Diego is waiting to receive 
my hand; judge my anguiſh in my preſent condition, 
In pity, my dear girl, pierce my wretched heart, and 
open a paſſage, for my ſoul to aſcend up to its centre, 
there to enjoy that eaſe, which is denied it here be- 
low. I find, purſued I a little after, I ſhall not 
need your aſſiſtance; my weakneſs will render me that 
ſervice, I deſired from you; and I quit with joy, 2 
life, they will not allow me to paſs with him J love. 
O ſaying this, I fetched a deep groan, and Leono- 
ra thought I was breathing my laſt ; but ſhe was 
greatly ſurpriſed, when, inſtead of ſeeing me give up 
the ghoſt, ſhe perceived me ſtruggling with death, 
and uſing my utmoſt efforts, not to ſuffocate a child, 
which began to cry. This accident threw Leonora 
into a great perplexity; ſhe had never before been 
preſent at ſuch an adventure; while as for myſelf, 
recovering by degrees, from the ſwoon into which 1 Ion 
had fallen, I expected every moment, the fatal 
ſtroke, from the hand of my father. ; 
. FELICIANA was at this part of her ſtory, thin 
When one who had been ſet to watch, gave notice, to! 
he ſaw company coming that way; whereupon the er 
old ſhepherd immediately interrupted her ; and was 
going to carry her back to the hollow of the oak, 
when word was brought they had turned another iſ the 
way; upon which Feliciana reſumed courage, and A i 
continued her diſcourſe as follows, thou 
EE . Duzinolll 


SER TODD ss mp. cc. 


my candle as ſhe ran away with 
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-Dvxanc theſe tranſactions my huſband Don Noſa- 
nio, was hid in our garden, and waiting an opportu- 
nity to ſpeak with me; quite a ſtranger to the ter- 
rible extremity, to which I was reduced, Before we 
could appriſe him of it, or reſolve. what meaſures to 
take, my father growing impatient at my not appear- 
ing, entered my chamber; and telling me I made 
the company wait too long: Come as you are, au 
he, your beauty will make amends for what you 
want in dreſs, I know not whether he did not 
hear the crying of the infant, juſt as Leonora was 
carrying it away, either to Don Ro/anio, or ſome 
other place of ſafety;; but going out of my cham- 
ber to fetch a light, (my maid having thrown down 
| recipitation, on 
hearing him coming) he returned ſoon with one in 
his hand; and looking me ſtedfaſtly in the face, 
while he changed colour himſelf various times, ge 
was going undoubtedly to tell me what he thought 
of the condition, wherein he had ſurpriſed me, when 
the faint echo of a ſecond cry, again ſtruck his ears. 
SUITE tranſported with rage, he ran with his 
ſword drawn to the place from whence he heard this 
cry; when, on ſeeing the danger to which my child 
was expoſed, I was ſeiſed with a greater fury, if poſ- 
ſible, than my father, and followed him with a ſpeed 
equal to his, to wteſt the ſword out of his hand, and 
prevent his ſacrificing my blood to his paſſion. As 
I foon found Leonora had eſcaped his purſuit, I no 
longer followed him with the ſame . eagerneſs ; but 
taking advantage of a ſudden pauſe he made, to hear- 
ken whether he could nut hear the ſame ſound -a 
third time, I ran into the ftreet without his thinking 
to prevent it. After having liſtened ſomewhat long- 


er to no purpoſe, he perceived I had eſcaped him, 


by reaſon he did not find me where he had left me ; 
and I heard him make a terrible uproar all over 
the houſe, ſwearing he would have me alive or dead. 


A ſudden thought came then into my head, that I 


ſhould no longer be able to aſſiſt my child, ſhould I 
Vor. II, 335 2 die 


© | theold ſhepherd, is now a league off, at a relation's 


but I will ſend for it back, that you may judge whe- 
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die by his hands in tie firſt tranſports of his anger; 
which filled me with ſuch dread, I betook myſelf 
to flight, without knqy. ing which way I went: The 
apprehenſion of loſing a life I had deſpiſed but an 
hour before, ſeemed to have given me wings; and 
T ſhould have fled all the night, without being ſen- 
fible of my faintneſs ; bad I not diſcovered a light 
in this houſe, which induced me to came hither, and 
implore that relief which you have ſo generouſly 
granted me. 'This 1s all I can tell go of my adven- 
ture ; I commit the reſt to the will of heaven ; and 
you will all oblige me, if you will aſſiſt me by your 
advice, to render it more propitious than my all for- 
tune ſeems to promiſe me. ES 5 

Tux ſtory of Feliciana excited equally the amaze- 
ment and compaſſion of her hearers. Periander, then 
told her of their meeting the cavalier who had intruſt- 
ed to their care, the new-born child with the gold 
chain; and had begged them to deliver it to two of 
His friends at Truxillo. Ah! ſaid fe, that this were 
the child I brought into the world! That it were 
Roſanio, who had intruſted with you this pledge of 
our mutual love! Tho? I never ſaw it, perhaps were 
it ſhown me, I ſhould know it by ſome of its fa- 
ther's features; or at leaſt, by the linnen it is wrapt 
in; ſince Leonora in her haſty flight, could only take 
what came firſt to hand, which muſt be ſome of my 
own linnen. Nay, ſhould it not be ſo, perhaps na- 
ture would ſpeak; and tell me, what it is ſo much 
my intereſt to know. The innocent creature, /aid 


of mine, who is to provide it with what is neceſlary ; 


ther it be ſo or not: In the mean while, be you ea- 
Y here; and be aſſured my people will be ſo much 
upon their guard, it will not be in the power of 

your enemies to ſurpriſe you, 


CHAP, 
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= n, | 
Periander and Auriſtella, with their company, and 


an Feliciana, diſguiſed like a Pilgrim, ſet out for 
nd Guadalupe. The ftrange adventure that be- 


fals them; their impriſonment and delive- 
zht rance. "Bk g 


A S ſoon as Auriſtella had an opportunity of 

diſcourſing alone with Periander: Brother, 
aid Se, methinks there are the ſame dangers by 
and as by ſea; I do not find one is more ſecure 
rom perils upon one of theſe elements, than on the 
ther.; and I perceive the man who is buried under 


1ze- he waves of the ſea, has run no more hazard, than 
hen he chat lives on the top of a mountain. That pre- 
uſt- ended deity called fortune, who as is ſaid, gives or 
221d Bkes away, as ſhe pleaſes, and: diſtributes her favours- 


cording to her own fancy, is certainly blind and 
all of freaks; fince ſhe advances one man, who 
ught always to have lived in obſcurity, and reduces 


e of p nothing another, whoſe virtues ought to- make na · 
vere re bluſh, for not having placed him in a rank, ſuit- 
fa- ple to his merit. I talk perhaps, I know not what; 
"= Lam ſure of one thing; which is, that it is 

ce Wmewhat amazing to ſee this Feliciana with, the 
my ice, who has hardly voice enough to relate her 
; na-Misfortunes, to ſee this poor wretch, I ſay, fall in 
nuch e day from the hopes of poſſeſſing for ever, a 
ſaid Mouſe whom ſhe loves, into the fear of being eter- 
10n's Elly parted from him, for having too inconſiderately 
4 arkened to a paſſion, which ſeldom gives prudent 
whe- vice. 


u ca-W YESTERDAY, fur/ued foe again, ſhe was h in 
much MW midſt of E ul 5 — to day we 2 
er of ſerable in the hollow of a tree; ſtartled at the 
ht of a worm, and trembling at the ſhaking of a 
f. Fr is true, her fault is not of the ſame impor- 
ce, as a crime againſt the ſtate; nevertheleſs, it 
A P. y ſerve as a leſſon to young maidens, who are any 
| A thing 


* 


3 


imitate his conduct. Nevertheleſs, as much to be 


blamed as it is, I can not help being pleaſed there-l jo) 
with; fince it has given riſe to ſuch reflections ail to 
have ſhown me, you think no otherwiſe of the doi 
Prince of Denmark, than as a lover, whoſe abſence P- 
is not inſupportable to you. | far 
HERE Periander was interrupted, by being called cou 
with Auriſtella, to ſee the infant, whom the old and 
ſhepherd's relation had brought, together with the ma 
gold chain. They preſented it to Feliciana, wh unk 
viewed it divers times with the greateſt attention MW 2 7 
but could not find therein the leaſt reſemblance a tho! 
RNoſanio; however, as the features of the little inno — 


cent were not fully formed, ſhie ſuſpended her judge 

ment, till ſhe had looked upon the linnen wherei 

it was wrapt. Accordingly ſhe examined it pied 

by piece, but knew not one bit thereof; neithe 
did nature plead in favour of this child, which 

a boy; no inſtin& rekindled in her ſoul * tet 

| | erne 


* 
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derneſs which had made her fly after her father, to 
diſarm him: No, cried ſbe, I fee nothing here that 
tells me this is the child, of which I was deliver- 
ed laſt night: Neither does this chain give me 
any greater light.; ſince I never ſaw it in the hands 
of Ro/anio ;: and had this infant been born of me, 
nature would: have told me fo before now, during 
all this time that Þ have been- examining it: No, 
J am not ſo happy to find again a bleſſing, which 
is ſo dear to me. It is certain however, I have 
heard Ro/anio ſay, he had ſome friends at Truxillo ;. 
but L do not remember ever to have heard their 
names. | | | OO NE. 

Fox my part, aid the old ſhepherd, as the un- 
known cavalier deſired this babe might be carried 
to- ſome gentlemen of that city, it is my opinion is 
muſt be Roſanio; and I ſhould adviſe, if our ſervi- 
ces are acceptable to you, the ſending my relation 
thither, to carry it to the perſons named by the ca- 
valier ; becauſe, if either of them ſhould: receive it, 
we ſhall ſoon. know who is the father. At this pro- 
poſal of the old ſhepherd's, Feliciana was · ſo over- 
joyed, that ſhe fell at his knees and embraced them; 
to ſhow how ſenſible ſhe was of his goodneſs, in 
doing ſo much for her eaſe and fatisfaftion : And 
Periander, with Auriſtella and all Don Antonio's 
family, approving of their hoſpitable landlord's 
counſel, the relation was ſent away with the infant, 


and two ſervants to attend her. As this good wo- | 


man was then going to perform the deſire of the 
unknown cavalier, who had given the gold chain as 
a reward, for ſo beneficent an action, Periander 
thought himſelf obliged to deliver it to her ; but 
ſhe made ſo many ſcruples about accepting it, as 


ſhewed ſhe was ſufficiently inclined to do good, 


without any view of intereſt. | 

Mean. while, Feliciana ſuffered them to do juſt 
as they pleaſed, without being. able to ſpeak one 
word; but her ſilence was more expreflive than all 


the. could have faid of that unfeigned gratitude,. ſhe 
RIEL v . folt 


— 


making her travel before ſhe had recovered he 


3% 22 of an ewe; but that as the latter ean bea 
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felt in her heart, towards thoſe who were ſo ſincerely Ml } 
concerned for her welfare, We forgot to take no- il 
tice, that our pilgrims promiſed the old ſhepherd's h 
relation, to follow her ſoon. after, in their way too 
Guadalupe, as they accordingly. did, in order to il t] 
know. whether ſhe brought Feliciana any news if tr 
that might give her room to hope ſhe ſhould find fi 
in the gentlemen of Truxillo, two protectors, Who War 
would gu: x] her from what attempts might be made tr. 
againſt her, by her incenſed family. and Ro/anio's: c< th 
nemies. FRE! 8 
HEARINe the pilgrims were going to Rome, Feli- N do 
ciana, who, during the little time ſhe had enjoyed 
their company, had conceived a friendſhip and eſteem 
for the beauteous Auriſtella, and the generous Pe- 
riauder; as alſo. for the two Antonio's the benifi- 
cent Ricla, and the lovely Conſtantia, on account 
of the kindneſs they had all ſhown her; was very 
_ deſirous of going with them, in order to be farther 
from a country, where ſhe could expect to meet 
with nothing but misfortunes, till Ro/ania ſhould find 
the means to get their marriage approved of.. Ac- 
coxdingly ſhe propoſed it to them; and the tender- 
hearted Auriſtella, moved with the thoughts of the 
dangers to which ſhe might be expoſed till then, 
prevailed on Periander, and the others, to admit 
her into their company; no body oppoſing it at 
the leaſt. | | 1 5 
RICL A was afraid however, that by endeavour 
ing to ſave Feliciana from ſome few tranſient trou 
bles, they might expoſe her to ſomething worſe ;. 1 


health; wherefore ſhe acquainted” Auriſtella with he 
apprehenfigns: upon this head; as ſhe did alſo Fe 
Eciana. herſelf. But the old ſhepherd repreſent 
ed to them very plainly, that there was no diffe 
' Fence between the delivery of a woman, and the 


* 


ing expoſed to the open air, as ſoon as it has brougb 


cbortn its lamb, the former may equally venture to uf pull 


der cuſtomary exerciſe, as Joon as ihe is delivered 


of 


Perſiles and Sigiſmunda. zr 
7 er child. As a proof of this, ſaid he, when Ee 
o- was in travail with her firſt-born, ſhe did not bring 
's him into the world upon a bed, fince ſhe had not 
to one; but lay then without any other canopy than 
to that of heaven ; or at moſt, under the ſhelter of ſome 
ws tree. Neither had ſhe any cordials er reſtoratives, 
nd WQſince there was no body then to prepare them for her; 
ho and the tenderneſs of the preſent age, was not yet in- 
ade troduced in her time. Feliciana therefore, as well aa 
e- that mother of the human race, may chuſe whether 
ſne will give way to the preſent practice; and as you 
eli- Ido not ſeem to be perſons who will travel much 


yed ground in a day, I am pretty well aſſured, ſhe will 
eem be able to accompany you, without any inconveni- 
Pe-Nence to herſelf. As for the reſt, purſued he, I 
nifi- {Wwill undertake, when I can find whither Roſanio is 
ount Hretired, to acquaint him what road you deſign to go; 
very that they may follow you, and bring you back again, 
ther Has ſoon as he thinks it adviſable. | 
meet FELICIANA then ſaid, Auriſtella ſhall not flay 
| find Mbchind for want of a pilgrim's habit, fince I bad 
Ac-N⁰])˖ĩ made for me at Liſbon, and will give her one 
nder -f them, on condition ſhe will tell me, whether With 
f theſe voice, is her real name. My father is called 
then, MDon Pedro Tenorio, anſwered Feliciana, but they 
admit generally diſtinguiſh me by the title Vith the voice, 
it in ecauſe I was reckoned to have one of the fineſt 


hat ever was heard. Were my health better re- 


avourMWſtabliſhed than it is, and were I not in ſuch a ſtate 
t trou- is would rather incline me to weep than to fing, 
ſe ; in would let you judge whether they flattered me, in 
d henWiving me that name. What Feliciana had ſaid, 
ith he reated a longing deſire in them to hear her fing; 
lo Fe hut upon what ſhe had alledged of her condition, 
reſent Whey dare not be fo rude to requeſt it; wherefore 


ey deferred it to a more proper time, Next 
Worning ſhe quitted all her uſeleſs cloathes and or- 
an beaſpaments, and put on the pilgrim's habit, in which 
broughWWſure/tel/z herſelf dreſſed her: Among the reſt, ſhe. 
alle off a pearl necklace and ſome rings, which 
2 4421 „ „nn  000--- 


£ 


— 


with a naked ſword quite thro? him, fell dov 
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were of a ſufficient value, to ſhew ſhe was of an il. 
luſtrious family, were ſuch-jewels always a proof of 
SRICLA, as treaſurer: of the company, took theſe 
trinkets, and put them with the- others that had 
been. before: committed. to her- keeping. This 
done, behold Re/iciana become a pilzrim, and ac- 
 knowledged for. the ſecond in that amiable compa- 
ny; tho' this was: a: point not fully determined; 
fince ſeveral perſons. gave Conſtantia the ſecond 
place for beauty; none being able. ts diſpute the 
firſt: with Auriſtella. No ſooner had Feliciana put 
on her new habit, than ſhe found herſelf indued 
with freſh ſtrength, and an earneſt deſire to ſet out 
on her journey ;: which Auriſtella perceiving, by the 
_ viſible change, joy made in her countenance. in its 
ſudden paſſage from her. heart to her face, ſpoke 
to Periande» and: the others, to take leave of the 
Charitable ſhepherd ; which they did, with all the 
marks of the moſt fincere acknowledgement. 
| They ſet out then the third day, on their way 
to Carceres, walking but ſoftly, that they might 
not tire themſelves ;: and if any of the women ha 
pened to be weary, they either ſeated her on the 
mule which carried the baggage, or ſtopped by the 
fide of ſome limpid brook or ſpring, . or-under. ſome 
ſhade, which invited them to reſt — Thu 
did they travel on with great pleaſure and ſatisfacti 
on, when, as the moſt ſeemingly aſſured happineſs, | 
frequently croſſed by misfortunes which can not b 
foreſeen, our pilgrims tranquillity met with ſuch 
moek as ought not to be paſſed over in ſilence. 
Tux were fitting upon the graſs in a lovel 
. meadow enamelled with flowers; and were-durrouns 
ed with trees, whence hung long branches of vine: 
bending under the weight of the moſt deliciou 
- grapes 3 not far from which was a pleafant thicke 
They had not been long in this agreeable plact 
when a young man in a riding habit, ruſhed ſudde! 
| Jy out. af the thicket; and running towards the! 


\ 


J: 


. 
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juſt by them, crying, Lord, hawe mercy met 
A aid, he N. the ghoſt. At ts 
ſight, our 7 ſtarted up in the utmoſt conſter- 
ation; and Periander haſtened to the aſſiſtance of 
he young man, but his life was quite gone. Mean 
hile, the two Antonio's broke their way thro* the 
uſhes, to if they could not ſeiſe his murderer 


ac- for the ſword being run thro' him behind, between 
pa- his ſhoulders, it was eaſy to perceive he had not 
ed ; received that wound from a man of honour ; but not 


finding any one either in the thicket nor near it, 


the ¶ they returned to rejoin their company. | 

put THe youth and good mien of the deceaſed, excit- 
lued Med their compaſſion greatly ; they ſearched him eve- 
out ry where, and found under his cloathes, whic 
the were velvet, a gold chain that went four times roun 
in its his waſte; to which zwas faſtened a crucifix of the 
pokeMWſame metal. They found alſo, a little ebony box 


finely wrought, wherein was the picture of a moſt 
beautiful young lady; and underneath, were the fol- 
lowing lines. 4 | 


night Heav'ns ! what a pencil ! which lite nature's hand, 


Can thus give life to features, at command“, 
Abſent from thee I died, when theſe bright eyes 
Reviv'd me, and I bleſi'd the feveet ſurpriſe. 


PE RIANDER, who firſt read theſe verſes, im- 
mediately judged ſome jealous rival had aſſaſſinated 
this young cavalier ; wherefore the two Antonio's ex- 
Wamined- all his pockets, to ſee whether they could 
find any papers to give an inſight who he was 3 
in order to their acquainting his relations with this 
dreadful misfortune, that they might revenge his 
death; but they could not meet with any thing, 
that could afford them the leaſt information. While 
100 they were thus imployed, four men appeared. on a 
ſudden before them, as if they had fallen out of 
©W the clouds; and preſenting to them their croſs- 
WW Hows bent, and ready to ſhoat: Stop, e 
J % vis , | _ 
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cried one of them, ſtop you robbers, and do not 
plunder him any farther. There are no robbers, 
nor murderers here, rafeals as you are, ſaid young 
Antonio; on the contrary, we are their greateſt 
enemies. So. it appears, anſevered _ mans 
this corpſe ſtretched out at your feet; thoſe bloody 
hands and thoſe ſpoils with which you were making 
ſo free, ſufficiently ſhew what honeſt. perſans you 
are. Ah ! murderous pilgrims* you ſhall be pu- 
niſhed for your crime; nor ſhall that maſk of chriſ- 
tian virtue. wherewith you think. to- conceal them, 
impoſe upon juſtice ; and fave you from the tor- 
ments you. deſerve. | on 
_ In anfwer to this inſolence, young Antonio let 
fly an arrow, which went thro' the man's arm; 
not having taken his aim exact enough, to pierce 
him to the heart. His three companions, either 
being terrified, at this unexpected and bold action, 
or being willing to: ſecure the priſe with leſs dan- 
ger, pretended to retreat with their wounded com- 
rade; calling to their aſſiſtance the brothers of 
the Holy Brotherhood, or Santa Hermandad. Un- 
doubtedly this Santa Hermandad, on whom 
they called, muſt have been a ſaint indeed; ſince, 
without a: miracle of her working they would ne- 
ver have ſeen, above twenty armed archers ap-; 
pear in an inſtant, in the meadow ;. who without 
reſpecting the beauty of Auriſtella, Feliciana, or, 
Gnftantia, ſeiſed upon our pilgrims, and carried 
them priſoners to Carceres. 
Tu governor of that place, who was a Knight 
of the order of St. FAMES, ſeeing the dead bo- 
dy-; the wounded archer; and Periander's hands 
ll: beſmeared with blood; which was = by his 
examining the wound of the murdered perfon ; im- 
mediately concluded, by the advice of his deputy, 
to put Periander, and the two Antonio's to the urge 
torture; notwithſtanding Periander made a very W's, 
— defence; and ſhewed the paſſports he 
jad taken at Ziſbon, that neither himſelf, nor any 
af his companions, were vagabonds, or 8 
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Vhat. made the teſt impreſſion upon the-gover- 
nor, was the 3 their adventures; the | ac 
ircumſtances whereof, young Antonio explained to 
o him.; this, happily for them, moved him fo much, 

at. he reſolved to proceed to a more ample informa- 
ion, before he would infli any corporal puniſhment - 
pn them; — as their very looks ſeemed ' 
o give the lye, to the charge brought againſt 
. —_ | | 
Tux txembling Ricla, (who, in the iſland where 
e was born, had never heard talk of ſolicitors or 


ttorneys,) taking the pettifogger, who ſeemed to 
oncern himfelf in behalf of the pilgrims, for an ho- 


let Neſt man, offered him ſecretly a ſum of money, to 
Net them ſet ſpeedily at liberty. This had like to 


ave utterly ruined all theſe innocent ſufferers ; this 
dtten limb of the law, having repreſented to another 
other of the quill, that they had got in their clutch= 
lan-. ſome birds, which were ſo well feathered, they 
»m- {Wuſt pluck them as cloſe as poſſible. -Accordingly, 
of Ney were concerting meaſures for that purpoſe ; and 
In- {Weir deſtruction was, in a manner inevitable; had 
zom It heaven, in pity to wronged innocence, brought to 
ace, Neir aſſiſtance, (to the no ſmall confuſion of the two 
ne- litters of cauſes) an inhabitant of the town, who 
ap» pt an inn. | 3 _ ; : ES 
zout Tunis honeſt man, chancing to ſee the dead body 
or, Id knowing it, came dire&ly to the Governor, to 
ried' MW! him, what his mind miſgave him, of the ſhocking 
ident that Had happened. My Lord, /aid he, the 
ight ung cavalier, whoſe corps has been juſt brought 
— her, ſet out this — my hens, with ano- 
ands Ir much about the ſame age, and unknown to me. 
his fore his departure, calling me aſide ; landlord, cry» 
im- e, by the obligation you have to heaven, for ha- 
duty, g cauſed you to be born of chriſtian parents, I 
the arge you, if I do not return to your houſe in fix 
very s, to go before a magiſtrate, and in his preſence, 
he en this note, which I deliver ſealed into your hands. 
any fuch a melancholly end has already befallen him, 
rers.. {nk there is uo need to wait any longer, before 8 
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is broken open; I have brought it therefore to you 
lordſhip, that you may do as you pleaſe with it, a 
this juncture; and if I am not mightily miſtaken 
you will find therein ſomething, that may give an in 
ſight into the authors of this aſſaſſination. On hearin 
- this, the governor immediately opened the note, al 
found therein as follows. Ne | 


I., the underwritten declare, T ſet out on the tae 
tieth of September from Madrid, with Don Sebafti: 
de Soranzo, on his requeſting me to accompany him | 
à journey, wherein 2 he ſaid) both his honour an 
his life were concerned. Truſting to my innocence 
was willing to go with him; that he might not imi 
ginue ſome . ſuſpicions, he has unjuſtly tonceived o 
conduct, to be awell-grounded. 'I' have ſome doubts | 
| his defigns on me, for which there is much more reaſn 
and believe, he intends to murder me. Should he ma 
an attempt againſt my life, and ſhould my body 
' Found mangled in any place, know ye equitable diſþ 
ſers of juſtice, it will have been done 95 him treac 
rouſſy, aud baſely; fince ] do not in the leaſt fear hi 
aa, e 
| RR ooo . 
Tux governor, having maturely weighed the 0 
' tents of this note, ſent it away directly to Maar 
where the officers of juſtice took all the pains ima 
' nable, to ſecure the murderer ; who arrived there t 
very night, while they were ſearching his houſe 
him; but perceiving how matters went there, he tu 
ed about his horſe, without diſmounting, bet 
himſelf to flight, and: never appeared there afterwa 
ſo that the murderer eſcaped unpuniſhed, and 
murder was unrevenged. We ſhould have obſe 
before, that the governor immediately ſet the pri 
ners at liberty; but tho' he was already upon the 9 
cline, he kept the picture, found upon the deceaſr. 
to enjoy himſelf, the pleaſure of admiring it; and 
the gold chain, which went four times round his w: 
ſome links thereof were given to the wounded are! 
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and the reſt was diſtributed among the Fanizaries, of 
the Holy-Brotherhood, or Santa Hermandad as they 
are called; how juſtly, we ſhall not pretend to de- 
ermine, While the pretended criminals were de- 
ained in cuſtody, Feliciana, who had not fully re- 
gained her health, very prudently kept her bed, to 
woid being known 3 and this reſpite intirely reco- 
ered her. | | 5 
RE Tuts ſtorm being thus blown over, our pilgrims 

gain took the road to Traxillo, to proceed on their 
ay to Guadalupe; talking of nothing elſe as they 

n rent along, but their diſagreeable adventure; in or- 
aer to put which out of their heads, they were very 
ence Nfeſirous to hear Feliciaua ſing: Wherefore, as her 
Morrow was no longer ſo piercing as before, ſhe did 
ot refuſe them that ſatisfaction; hut ſo charmed 
hem all with her incomparable voice, that they 
eaſn nanimouſly owned, ſhe well deſerved the name giy- 
'e main her. As they were travelling on, after havin 

njoyed this pleaſure, they met the relation of the old 
oſpitable ſhepherd, who had treated them with fo 
r ca @uch humanity ; and the account ſhe brought intirely 
wy b iſpelled the remains of Feliciana's chagrin. They 
| id not expect to have met her, by reaſon of the 
Paract ay they had made at Carceres ; but ſhe had been 
etained at Truxillo, till they could provide a nurſe - 
the 0 whom they could depend, to take care of the in- 
Madrint the had brought. | 10 
S ima As ſoon as ſhe was got pretty near them, Don 
ere anciſco Pizzaro, and Don Juan de Orellana, ſaid 
e, took upon themſelves very readily, the care of 
he tur nurſe-child ; and on my telling them wherea- 
| outs it was received from the hand of the unknown _ 
terwaßgvalier, they judged it to belong to their friend 
and Won Roſanio, not being acquainted with any other, 
obſer ho would have had confidence enough in them, to 
he P'S$ have committed ſo valuable a truſt to their keep · 
n the Ig. They both aſſured me, continued ſbe, that the 
deceaſgrſon who has relied ſo much upon them, ſhall not 
3 and deceived in his good opinion of their probity and 
his winerofity 5 tho' on my ſhowing them the chain 
d ar Vor. II. — you 
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you had given me, to try whether they knew it, 
they ſaid they had never {een it before: However, I 

left it with them, that it may contribute one day to- 


wards the infant's being owned. BE 
TRANSPORTED With joy at this news, Feliciana 
deſired Ricla to give the good woman one of thoſe 
rings that were in her cuſtody; in order both- to 
make her amends for the loſs of the chain, and re- 
ward her for her diſintereſted ſoul. I will not ac- 
cept thereof, ſaid the honeſt creature; whatever. its 


value may be, it can never equal the reward promiſ- 


ed me by heaven, for doing works of charity, with- 
out any ſelf-intereſted views; wherefore if I can 
ſerve you any farther, you need only command me ; 
and I will do it with the ſame zeal as I have al- 
ready ſhown. Amazed at ſuch a greatneſs of mind 
in fo mean a woman, our pilgrims were convinced h 
it is not always perſons of the moſt exalted birth or 
/ dignity, who are poſſeſſed of the nobleſt fouls ; and C 
chat chriſtianity. takes deeper root in a diſintereſted 
Heart, than in an ambitious ſpirit. Not being able © 
then, to prevail on the good woman to accept any 0 
thing ; they thanked her ſincerely for her good of- . 
fices, and took leave of her; which done, they pur- 10 
ſued their way, and arrived ſoon after, within the 8 
_ Miſtrit of Guadalupe. | he 
3 | . 
| . | | be 
ER CHAT. TK dy 


| The ewonders of the church of the Virgin Mary atlifl , 

Guadalupe. Feliciana forgetting herſelf, is di/coſfi h on 

 wered by her, voice, and narrowly. eſtapes death. 

Don Roſanio comes to her aſſiſtance, with bis ta 

$7 ends; uwho afterwards reconcile his father-it 
aw to his marriage. | | 


ITT had our pilgrims entered one 0 
I the narrow paſſes, leading to a valley ſurround- 
ed by the high mountains of Guadalupe, when eve 
Rep they took upon that conſecrated ground: the) 

; 5 fuoun 


1 


f 
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found theig, impatience to approach that large and 
ſtately - monaſtery, {where people flocked from all 
parts to ſee the famous image of the bleſſed Vir- 
in,) increaſe. At laſt they arrived there, and en- 
"tered the church; whoſe walls they expected to 
find, hung with Zyrian purple, and the richeſt filks - 
of the Ea; inſtead of which they beheld only ſe- 
veral crutches with the waxen repreſentations of 
legs, arms, eyes, and ſhrowds; which were ſaid to 
have been offered up by cripples, and blind folks, 
cured of their reſpective ailments ; as alſo by dead 
folks, ſaid to have been raiſed from their grave, by 


that wonder-working image. All of which, is re- 


ligiouſly believed by all Roman catholics, as was Cer- 
wantes our author. PE TED „ 

 PERIANDER and 3 who never before 
had ſeen any thing ſo ſurpriſing, no more than Ricla, 
Conſtantia, and young Antonio, were in perfect rap- 
tures; and could never have been ſatisſied with 


admiring all they ſaw : But remembering their eu- 


rioſity had made them forget what they owed to 
the ſanctity of the place, they kneeled down before 
one of the altars, and ,prayed with great fervency. 
What was moſt remarkable, was, that Feliciana 
fell into perfect extaſy, before the above-mentioned 
image; and quite forgetting herſelf, ſung aloud 
ſome verſes ſhe had got by heart, and which had 
been compoſed in honour thereof. She had alrea- 
dy repeated ſeveral of them, when four ftrangers 
entering the church, and having kneeled down to 
offer up their devotions, were prevented by hearing 
her voice. e | FP 
Tux eldeft of them, having liſtened very atten- 
tively, turning to one of the others, who were 
kneeling by him; Son, cried he, either this it one 
of thoſe ſaints already confirmed in grace, who is 
finging here, or it is my daughter Feliciana. Doubt 
it not, anſwered the other, it is my ſiſter, and no 
ſaint ; but if my arm does not miſs its aim, I ſhall 
make her alter her tone in a few moments. Hav- 
ing thus ſaid, he drew * dagger, and was going 


on his arm, and made him this remonſtrance. Con- 


© this Hacred place, you will be puniſhed for your 
ou crimes when ſhe alone ought to be chaſtiſed 
for her folly. | 


tion of his father, cauſed ſuch an uproar in the 


ſoon left off ſinging, and became ſenſible of her immi. 
nent danger; both father and brother having alrea- 


aſſaſſins, the one of whom pretended to be her f 
ther, and the other her brother. On hearing this 
the cavalier who was maſked, and who had diſcover, 
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to plunge it into the heart of 8 ir the old 


gentleman, perceiving his intention, had not laid hold 
fider ſon the church is not a ſtage whereon to act 


a tragedy ; have patience, the wretch can not get 
away from us; but ſhould you ſhed her blood in 


Tu action of the young man, with the admoni- 


church, that Feliciana recovering from her extaſy, 


dy laid hold on her: And fo great was their fury, 
that neither the pilgrims, nor all the others in the 1 
church, could hinder their dragging her into the e 
ſtreet, however all of them together, being incou-8Wf v 
raged by Periander, and the two Antonio's, ran in 4 
between them to prevent their deſign : Neverthe h 
lefs, the poor victim had been ſacrificed in ſpite oſi © 
their utmoſt efforts; had not the officers of juſtice -m 
who were drawn thither by the clamour, inter 
cepted the fatal ſtrokes, by wreſting her out of the J. 
hands of her intended aſſaſſins. 3 an 
Dunixc the confuſion, cauſed by the outeries of th an 
father after his daughter, and the invectives of th br: 
brother againſt the conduct of his fiſter, the officer br: 
of juſtice kept her under their protection, till cogniſ all 
| Jance could be taken of the crime whereof they com I, 
plained. Juſt in the interim, ſix HMemen wel giv 
mounted, arrived there; two of which*Were imme you 
diately known to be Don Franciſco Pizzave, and Doi par: 
Juan de Orellana; who were followed by a third Re/ 
in a maſk. As all of them inquired into the reaſon o Can 
the tumult, they were anſwered, that the officers o he r 
juſtice were protecting a female pilgrim againſt tw in 


.» 


< 
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ed Feliciana, notwithſtanding her diſguiſe, diſmount- 


ed in a moment; and drawing his ſword, placed. 
himſelf by the fide of Feliciana, and unmaſked; 
AppREss1NG himſelf then to the two enraged rela- 
tions: If you have any cauſe of complaint, . he, 
it is not upon Feliciaua you ought to vent your re- 


ſentment; but upon me who have made her my 


wife againſt your wills. I am Roſanio, continued he, 
you are no ſtrangers to my being of noble extracti- 


on; neither are you ignorant of my having an. eſtate- 


equal to my birth. Was there any reaſon, as I ado- 
red Feliciana, and was again beloved by her, for my 
yielding her up to Don Diego; whom you preferred 
to me, for no other cauſe but that it was your plea- 
ſure, As for the reſt, continued he, if J have offend- 
ed you, by marrying into your family againſt your 


will, I beg you will forgive a fault, which love a- 


lone made me commit; and be aſſured, I ſhould not 


have been wanting in my reſpect to. you, had I not 
obſerved in you io ſtrong an inclination to favour 


muy rival. 


Wis Roſanio was ſpeiking in this manner, Fe. 


you pffence whereof you complain, deſerves: 
pardow het than puniſhment ? Why is not Dons 
Roſanid ff of Feliciana ? And what ſettlement” 


than. opens our eyes to ſee our own intereſt ; and. 
„„ E 3 finca 
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ſince your ſiſter has thought fit to take a huſband of 


her own chooſing, you ought rather to thank her for 
bringing into your family a cavalier of Don Roſanio's 
eſtate and quality, than to puniſh her for it ; other- 
wiſe you will be blamed yourſelf by all reaſonable 
people, and will never enjoy a peaceable moment. 
As for the reſt, continued he, I have at home a ſure 
pledge of your reconciliation with Feliciana; I mean 
a child, which you can not diſown for your nephew, 


without diſowning Don Pedro for your father; fo | 
much does it reſemble you both; and I depend up- 


on your going with me, and acknowledgeing it for 
what it is, | „5 | 
As ſoon as Don Pedro Tenorio had heard what Don 
| Franciſco Pixxaro and Don Juan de Orellana ſaid, 
and had reflected ſome moments thereon, without ut- 
tering one word, his anſwer was, to go up to his ſon 
Don Sancho, and take the dagger out of his hand, 
with which he ſeemed to part very willingly ; which 
done, he ran to Don Roſanio and embraced him; as 
did ſoon afterwards Don Sancho himſelf. Don 
Roſanio expreſſes his gratitude, by falling at the 
feet of his reconciled. father-in-law, together with 


Feliciana; who ſhedding a flood of tears, fell down 


in a ſwoon, her joy being too great for utteranee; 
and not being able to give vent to her ſighs, which 
took away her breath, | | 
Ir was not without difficulty ſhe recovered ; but 
as ſoon as ſhe was out of danger, a general joy dif- 
fuaſed itſelf around the ſpectators of this tender ſcene, 
- who little expected to ſee it end fo - fortunately ; 
every one extolling the prudence of Don Pedro Te- 
320770, and his ſon ; as well as the wiſdom and diſcre- 
tion of the two friends. All parties being thus ſo 
happily reconciled, the Prior of the monaſtery treat- 
ed them ſplendidly, in an apartment appointed for 
ſtrangers; and ſhowed the pilgrims all the relics 
that were kept therein, The ſame day, Don Fuax 
de Orellana, ſent home for the child, which had 
been. left under his care; and it proved the ſame 
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Ff Don Roſanio had delivered with the chain to Peri- 
Jy ander. 5 | 5 
8 As ſoon as the grandfather, Don Pedro Tenoris 
r- ſet eyes thereon, he thought it ſo lovely, that quite 
le forgetting all that had paſſed, may the mother that 
"A brought thee forth, /aid he, and the father that be- 
re got thee, have all the happineſs I can wiſh them; 
an then hugging it tenderly in his arms, he bathed its 
W, face with his tears, which he again dried up with his 
ſo kiſſes, and his grey hairs. Neither did the uncle 
p Don Sancho, expreſs leſs fondneſs of it; but declar- 
ed it immediately his heir ; protefting he would ne- 
ver have any other: So great an impreſſion had its 


on reſemblance made upon him, tho' its features were 
id, not yet fully formed. Feliciana likewiſe, felt then 
ut- Wfuch tender emotions, as ſhe had not been ſenſible 
ſon of, when firſt it was brought to her, at the old ſhep- 


herd's ; nature having waited for the preſence of 
Don Reſanio, before it exerted its power: it played 
its part, however, ſo well then, that they did nothing 


as 
bon but take this mutual pledge of their love, by turns 
the from each other, and ſmother it with kiſſes. In 
/ith ort, peace being made on all ſides, Felicidua, with 
n er {pouſe, father and brother, returned home; Don 
ee; Nancho, charging Don Juan de Orrellana, to ſend 
nich Mis nephew after without delay; but Feliciana, nat 
being willing to run the hazard of waiting for it too 
but Nong, reſolved to take it along with her of which 
dif- very one approved. | 
ene, : "I 
ly 3 — a — 
ſcre- CHEAT. VL. | 
is fo Heriander and Auriſtella, with their company, go on to 


reat- Truxillo ; æobere they are generouſly entertained. 
| for il They meet an odd fort of a pilgrim, whoſe conver- 
relics WW /ation diverts them, as they do ſoon after, a Po- 
Tuan liſn gentleman, who diverts them no leſs. 


ſame 5 UR pilgrims ſtaid three or four days at Gua- 
dalupe, during which, they ſaw all the _ 


* a 
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fities of the place; and then went on with the tw 
cavaliers, Don Franciſco Pizzaro, and Don Juan de 
 Orellana to Truxilloa: They were there enter tained 
by them, not as pilgrims, but as perſons who conceal. 
ed their real quality, under the plainneſs of their ha- 
bit. Their converſation turned moſtly upon the ad- 
venture of Feliciana and its happy concluſion ; in the 
courſe of which, the night ſhe paſſed in the hollow 
of the oak, was by no means 5 * and Peri. 


ander enlarged upon the excellence of her voice, . 
while Auriftella highly extolled her generous of. f 
fers of ſervice, when they parted from each { 
other. : 7 

Os taking leave of theſe gentlemen, they went ; 
on to Talavera; where great preparations were e. 
making for celebrating the famous feſtival, called ſt 
De la Monda; which took rife before the birth of a 
our ſaviour. It was antiently ſolemniſed to the ho 


nour of Venus; but ſince the propagation of chriſti 

anity, it is kept up in honour of the bleſſed Virgin In 
They could have liked very well to have ſeen thi n; 
feſtival, but it being ſtill ſome time, to the daf in 
when it was to be ſolemniſed, they denied them un. 
ſelves this ſatisfaction, and purſued their journey cor 
Six leagues on this fide of Talawera, they diſcover- 
ed at ſome diſtance, a pilgrim who was walking 2 
lone; and were going to call after her to ſtay fo 
them, when ſhe ſaved them the labour: becauſe, be 
ing either invited thereto by the beauty of the place 


or obliged to it by wearineſs, ſhe ſat down by the ſidftime 
of a brook, whoſe water was very clear and lim to 
pid. They went up to her therefore, and having than 


well obſerved her, found her figure ſo very partic: 
lar and groteſque, it may not be amiſs to give here 
a ſhort deſcription of her. 

SHe was about fifty, ſo that ſhe could neither b. 
called young nor old ;. and was very flat viſaged 
Her eyes ſtuck out, as if ready to ſtart out of he! 
head; but then, to. make amends, her noſe was f 
fat, one could not have laid hold thereon, even witi 
a V e 
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ſerge almoſt all in tatters, which hung down below 
hei heels; over which was a fort of ſhort cloak co- 
ned vered half way with leather; but ſo well worn 
eal. that it could not be diſtinguiſhed, whether it was 


4 pair of pincers, She had on a gown of black 


ha - Cordowan or ſheep-ſkin. A rope made of ruſhes, ſer- | 


ad- ved to tie about her waſte; but ſo large, one 
the ſhould rather have taken it, for the cable of à ſmall 
owl veſſel, than for a pilgrim's girdie. Her head-cloths 
eri. were of coarſe cloth, but pretty white; upon which 
was an old hat, whoſe brims came down over her 
ſhoulders. Inſtead of ſhoes or ſtockings, ſhe had a 
ſort of buſkins that reached up half way her legs, 
made of pieces of girth tacked together ; and held 
in her hand a pilgrim's ſtaff, made like a ſhepherd's 
were crook ; at the end of which was a long ſharp-pointed 


alled il ſteel, like a tuck. A bottle of the largeſt ſiae, made of 
th ol a calabaſh or gourd, hung at her girls ; as did a Ro- 
ho fary, or ſtring of beads, about her neck, whoſe Pa- 
Tilt #2r-2o/fter's were not much leis than tennis-balls. 


In ſhort, every thing in the woman, ſeemed to 
ſhew ſhe was a real penitent ; and yet they found, 
in a few minutes, all this out-fide was but a cloak ; 
under which ſhe concealed ſome manners, not very 
conſiſtent with true chriſtianity. | | 
Ovx pilgrims ſaluted her, and ſhe returned their 
civility ; after which, being invited thereto, as well 
as ſhe, by the pleaſantneſs of the place, they fat 
down, near the ſame brook ; with deſign to take 
what refreſhment was neceſiary, and give their mule - 
time to graze. On their deſiring the ſtrange pilgrim 
to partake with them, inſtead of returning them 
thanks for their kind offer, ſhe ſnuffled out ſome 
words thro' her noſe, which were accompanied with 
a whiff, that was far from being agreeable. Durin 
their repaſt, ſhe aſked them, whence they came, a 


her bwhither they were travelling; to which having given 
iſagedrhat anſwer they thought proper, they inquired in 
of he'their turn, to what ſaint ſhe was going on pilgri- 
was ioflimage. If you would know the truth, /aid fe, I 


iumuſt tell you frankly, my devotion is like that of 
| 7 : 5 divers 
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day in April; when they uſe to celebrate, in the 


| _ ty of Andujar, the feſtival, of our lady De la Ca- 


of Talavera, does not come near it, for ſplendor 
Could I deſcribe it to you, in the ſame manner 


gina tion; I ſhould take a pleaſure, in repreſentin 


merly named, E] Cabezo, or the Head, is kept 
It is fit you ſheald know, it was ſo termed, be 
cauſe it ſtands by itſelf, in the midſt of a ſpe 
cious plain; without having any other mountain! 
or even any riſing grounds near it. It is aboi 
2 quarter of a league in heigth, and ſomewi\ 


divers other pilgrims ; I mean, that not being fond 
of work, I am going, as do a hundred others, to 
-- a about, up and down, in order to live in idle- 
PERIANDER and Auriſtella, could not help 
ſmiling at this frank confeſſion; when their new com- 

anion thus went on, with the ſame openneſs of tem- 
per. At preſent however, I am ſteering one certain 
courſe, I am going firſt to Toledo, to viſit the ſanct- 
uary of that city; and from thence ſhall go on, to 
ſee the holy image, and the bleſſed infant, who takes 
travellers under his protection; from whence I ſhall 
proceed to Jaen, to view the holy handkerchiet 
there; and ſhall ftay in that country, till the laſt ſun- 


"2 © => > we o& 


2 


2 O 
- 


heart of the Sierra Morena, three leagues from the ci- 


beca; which is one of the fineſt ſolemnities, the 
world affords. It is ſo magnificent, as is ſaid, that 
the pagan feſtival, which is imitated at the Monda 


as I have formed an idea thereof, in my own ima 


it to you, in all its glory; but ſo ſhallow a capacity 
as mine, is not ſufficient to draw ſuch a picture 
wherefore, I chuſe to ſend you to Madrid, then 
to ſatisfy your curioſity, in one of the gallerie, 
of that ſtately palace of our monarchs ; where it | 
painted to the life, and with the greateſt exactneſ 
Ox may there ſee the mountain, or to ſpeal 
more properly, the rock, on the top whereof ! 
the monaſtery ; where the holy image, called D 
la Cabcca, from the rock itſelf, which was fo 


mo 
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ore than a mile and à half in circumference; 
deing always verdant and agreeable. by reaſon, of 
he cooling ſtreams of the Zandula, which water 
he foot thereof. In ſhort, the place; the image; 
he miracles wrought thereby; and the, prodigious 


ep Nroncourſe of devout perſons, who flock thither, at 
M- What time, from all parts, far and near; render 
-M- his feſtival famous thro'out the univerſe : And it 
tam s believed in Spain, never to have been equalled, 
nCQ- ren in the molt diſtant ages. | 
to ON this pilgrims expatiating, in this manner, 
— pon the wonders of this feſtival, Ricla and On- 


Pantia were ſo ſeiſed with admiration, they were 
defirous to have accompanied her, to ſee ſuch ſurpri- 
ing miracles; but Periander, and Auriftella, being 
eſolved, to take advantage, of the remainder of 
he ſine weather, and make the beſt of their way 


_ o Rome, they were forced to overcome this temp- 
— ation. By the plan you have laid down, of the 
ar arious pilgrimages you propoſe to make, ſaid Don 


intonio, you ſeem to have a reliſh for ſuch reli- 


nor i {ous journeys; which renders it probable, that 
nncou find your account more therein, than in labori- 
um Bus buſineſs. I love pilgrimages, anfwered foe, both 
nt Wccauſe 1 know they are holy in themſelves, and 
PLC BWbecauſe they always have been, and ever will be, 
ture: n vogue, as long as the world endures. But I do. 
ther ot uncertake them, with the view of making my 
- 1 dwn advantage, of the compaſſion of charitable per- 


ons; and if we might be permitted, to boaſt of 


py dur good deeds, I ihould add; that I condemn 

be boſe wicked pilgrims, who render their preten- 
4 D ied devotion, a maſque for robbery ; by defraud- 
; For g thoſe, who are really poor, of the alms, which, 


ould otherwiſe be given them. I ſhall not fay 
ny more upon this head, purſued foe, tho“ I might. 
nlarge conſiderably. thereupon ; were I not afraid, 


a spe creſpaſiing againſt that charity, eve ril⸗ 
n treſpaſſing againſt that charity, every good chriſ- 
an ought do have, for his neighbour, | 
h * | | ; ; : : | — „ 
* 0 „ LO 
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Jiuvsr as this pilgrim had concluded her reflections, 
the company ſaw a man coming towards them, a- 
long the road, from which they were not far dif- 
tant; he pulled off his hat, to falute them, as 
he paſſed by; and juſt at the ſame moment, his 


Horſe, ſetting one of his fore-feet into a deep P 
hole, tumbled heels over head, and gave his maſt- WW, 
er a ſevere fall. Hereupon they all ran to help 
him up; and young Antonio, having diſengaged ſe 
him ſrom the horſe, as well as he could, the o- WW; 
thers carried him under a ſhade; and gave him a tu 
| = of water, to bring him to himſelf, as is u- WM ro 
mal on ſuch occaſions: This done finding him not pa 
ſo much hurt, as they had imagined, they told th 
him, he might venture to purſue his journey when-¶ to 
ever he pleaſed. Perhaps, courteous pilgrims, -/aid Ml ſul 
Se, it "was my fortune to meet with this miſchance Ml G 
in ſe good a road, only to prevent my running 2, 
upon thoie precipices, whereof my head is ſo full: WM cal 
| Be ſo good as to give me your thoughts of the the 


matter. Whether you are deſirous of knowing it, N iea 
or not continued he, I muſt tell you I am a foreign- ain 
er, and by birth of Poland. Being fond of travel. nei 
ling, I left my own country very young, and came to il for 
Spain; which J looked upon, and with good reaſon, his 
as a kingdom that would beſt reward my curioſity, MM fro; 
and anſwer my utmoſt eXpeRations : There I learn- ¶ kno 
cd to ſpeak Spaniſh in the manner you hear. Ha- B 
| ving a mind in the next place, to ſee P ortugal, que 
I went to Z;/bon ; where the very night that I enter- waz 
edit, I met with ſo ſtrange an adventure, that per-M tion 
| haps you will ſcarce be able to believe it; tho whe- tho 
| ther you do or not, will be of no great ſignification; ¶ take 


| truth being always the ſame at the bottom. with 


Tuo Periander, and Auriſtella, with the reſt to t 
of their company, were not a little ſurpriſed, at ¶ to f 
the ſtrangers prodigious deſire of talking, and his WW ginii 
uncommon volubility of tongue; yet, believing they thre 
ſhould take ſome Le, in the recital of his ad- 
ventures, Periander bid him go on with his ſtory; 
aſſuring him, they ſhould give credit, $6 what- 


ever 


Z 
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ns, Never he ſhould tell them, how incredible ſoever it 
a- might ſeem; becauſe, both his companions and him- 
dif- ſelf judged him incapable of palming a fiction up- 
as on them for a truth; romancing being as much 
his unworthy a man of honour as lying. Being encou- 
ecp Ml raged by this ſhort. compliment, the Poliſb cavalier 
aſt- WJ went on as follows, _—_ | | X 
elp Tre very night that I entered Liſbon, as I ob- 
ged Bll ſerved before, as I was looking about for a better 


in, than where I firſt diſmounted, happening to 
turn out of one of the high ſtreets, down a very nar- 
row and dirty lane, a Portugue/e in a maſk, who was 
paſſing the ſame way joſtled againſt me ſo roughly, 
that-I fell all along at a good diſtance from him in- 
to the kennel. Greatly provoked at this rude in- 
ſult, I got up in a fury, and laid my hand on my 


not 
told 
len- 


ſaid 


nce Wl ſword to revenge myſelf upon him; when the Pox- 
ung ugueſe, inſtead of offering in the leaſt to excuſe it, 
ull: came at me to attack me firſt, We fought toge- 
the Wl ther then, ſome time without giving ground in the 
> it, I leaſt, on either ſide; when not ſeeing where we 
ign- aimed our paiſes, by reaſon of the extreme dark- 
vel-neſs of the night, I happened to thruſt my ſword ſo 


e to forcibly into his right eye, that the point touched 


ſon, I his brain; and he fell down dead about four paces 
ſity, from me, his foul taking her flight, heaven alone 
arn- knows whither. ; | 
Ha- Becinnine then to reflect upon the ' conſe= 
gal, ¶ quence of ſuch an action, in a country where I 
er- was an abſolute ſtranger, and without any protec- 
per- tion, I was ſtruck with the utmoſt terror, and 
vhe- thought the only way to fave ,myſelf, was to be- 


on ; take myſelf to flight; but not being acquainted 
5 with the ſtreets of Li/5on, I knew not which way 
reſt I to turn. In the mean while, the mob beginning 
„ at to flock together, made ſuch an uproar, that ima- 
his gining they were all at my heels, I ran down 
they WW three or four ſtreets, wiping my ſword ; that in 
ad- caſe I ſhould fall into the hands of juſtice, the 
ory ; blood of the deceaſed might not witneſs againſt 
hat- me. Flying along ſtill, with the ſame ſpeed, and 
ever Vor. Il, „GVV more 
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more dead than alive, I perceived at laſt, a light in 

an inner apartment of a houſe whoſe door was half 

open; and in the confuſion I was then in, ran into 
| It without knowing well with what deſign. Enter- 
| Ing at firſt into a parlour handſomely furniſhed, and 
| Paſling on -afterwards to a ſecond yet more ſtately, I 
| went on ſtill directed by the light to a third more 
magnificent than either of the former; where I be- 
| Held a lady in a rich bed, who raiſing herſelf up, and 
trembling at the ſight of me, aſked what, I wanted 
there; and who allowed me to enter with ſo little 
reſpect, into her very bed-chamber while ſhe was at 
eſt. 
Mapau, replied I, trembling yet more than ſhe, 
all the anſwer I can give you is, that I am a very 
unfortunate ſtranger arrived but to night in this ci- 
ty ; and have had the misfortune to leave for dead, 
ſome few ſtreets from hence, a man in a'maſk ; who 
after having inſulted me groſly, without my having MW de 
ever offended him, would alſo have taken away my Ml aft 
life. I beg you therefore madam, to ſave me from WT « 
the officers of juſtice who will not fail to purſue me. ¶ yo! 
Are you a Spaniard, ſaid the lady in Portugueſe ? tur 


J C 


No madam, anfſebered J, my country is very diſtant nat 


from this. No matter, rejoined ſbe, were you a doſ 
thouſand times a Spaniard, I would fave you, if it ¶ thy 
were in my power, and J will do it if I can poſſib- 
Iy, Get behind the hangings at the bed's-head ; 
you will find there a niche for a ftatue, which I have 
had taken away, place yourſelf therein; and if the 
officers of juſtice come, they will be ſatisfied with 
what anſwer I ſhall pleaſe to give them, on account 
of the regard they dught to have for me, 
I lifted up the Ke e. immediately, as the lady 
ordered / me; found out the niche, and ſquatting 
down therein & cloſe as poſſible, and holding my 
breath, was beginning to recommend my ſelf to the 
protection of heaven, when a ſervant entering the 
room with tears in his eyes; Ah! madam, cried he, 
what a terrible misſortune! Don Henriguex your 
ſon and my dear maſter is juſt killed; and they are 
V rs bringing 
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bringing him hither with his brains almoſt out of 
his head by a wound in his right eye. It is not 
known, continued the man ſobbing, who he fought 
with, nor yet what they quarrelled about ; neither 
were their fwords heard to claſh ; only a little boy, 
who lives hereabouts, ſays he ſaw one who ran ve= 
faſt, and ſeemed terribly frightened enter this 
houſe. Tt muſt undoubtedly be my ſon's murderer, 
anſwered the lady; and if it is, he will not eſcape. 
eafily, Wretch that I am, xontinued ſhe ſpeaking to 
herſelf, how often have I dreaded the very accident 
that has now happened to this my inconſiderate ſon * 
Nay, could I expect any thing better; ſeeing I 
could never prevail on him to lay afide his inſolence, 
and his injurious carriage | 5 
Wullk ſhe was uttering theſe moving complaints, 
four men*brought in the deceaſed upon their ſhoul- 
ders; and laid him down upon the floor, before the 
afflicted mother. Ah /aid ſbe again within herſelf, 
F ought to take away his life, who has occaſioned 
your death; but it is no longer in my power: Na- 
ture in vain demands it; honour yet ſtronger than 
nature, deprives me of the will. Oh grief! in vain 
doſt thou urge me to revenge, I darg not give ear to 
thy juſt remonſtrances ; my word is given to the 

contrary | 
Jupcs my condition at that time, courteous pil- 
grims, in the niche where I was ; however favourably 
diſpoſed towards me this good mother ſeemed, I was 
till afraid, and not without great reaſon, that the 
melancholly fight of her ſon's corpſe ſtretched out be 
fore her, would induce her to change her reſolution ; 
and began to lament my having delivered myſelf up 
into my enemies power, at the ſame time that I was 
ndeavouring by flight, to avoid falling into their 
hands! Judge again, in what a pretty cafe I was on 
hearing the officers of juſtice enter the chamber, 
and tell the mother, they-had fntelligence the mur- 
derer muſt be concealed ſomewhere in her houſe. I 
dared not ſo much as fetch my breath, but. liſtened 
5 „ with 
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with equal dread and attention -what anſwer the lady 
would make, having ſo juſt a reaſon to defire my de- 
ſtruction! Then judge my joy and amazement on 
hearing this mother generous thro” a principle of re- 
ligion, reply if the murderer is in my houſe ; at 
leaſt, it ought not to be in my bedchamber ; look 
for him then in the other rooms, tho' I wiſh you 
may not find him, becauſe his death would not re- 
ſtore my ſon to life; and perhaps he is more un- 
fortunate than 2 The officers went away then, 
to ſearch the reſt of the houſe; which being done, 
the lady ordered her domeſtics to take away her ſon's 
corpſe, and prepare it for its funeral; charging them, 
likewiſe, not to let any one come in to ſee her, not 
even her relations; not finding herſelf in a conditi- 
on at that time, to admit of any conſolation. | 
HaAvrxd thus prepared the way for my eſcape, 
| the called one of her women in whom undoubtedly, 
ſhe repoſed more confidence than in any of the o- 
thers; and after whiſpering her a moment, ſent her 
away, charging her to ſhut. the door after her. The 
woman having obeyed her, the good lady felt about 
her bed's-head, for the placc where I was hid and 
happened to clap her hand upon my heart, which by 
its ſtrong palpitation, ſufficiently ſhewed the terror! 
was under. Being ſenſible thereof, immediately, 
whoever thou art, O man | /aid he, in a low and 
Janguiſhing voice, thou can not doubt, that having de- 
prived me of my ſon thou haſt robbed me of the 
better half of my life; but believing thou did'! 
not commit this crime wilfully, J ſacrifice my re. 
ſentment to the promiſe I made thee, at thy ente- 
rance, to ſave thee if it were in my power. De 
then directly what I order thee : Conceal thy face as 
thou comeſt out, from the place where I hid thee, le 
on ſetting my eyes on thee hereafter, I ſhould chance 
again to know thee ;. and prepare to follow one | 
my women, who will be here preſently ;- and when ſhe 
| condutts thee out, will give thee a hundred crown! 
in gold, to aſſiſt thee under thy neceſſities. Ro ot 
1 eing 
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Being known in this city purſued ſbe, no body can 
have any ſuſpicion of thee ; but ceaſe the palpita- 
ion of thy heart, becauſe too great a concern fre- 
quently diſcovers a criminal. Having thus ſaid, 1 
ame out from my niche, with a handkerchief over 
ny face, and the woman ſhe expected, returned at 
he ſame time. As I could not teſtify by my words, 
o the lady in that condition, how much I thought 
y ſelf obliged to her for the unparalelled generoſi- 

„J fell down at her bed-fide, without uttering a 

ngle ſyllable, and kiſſed the bed, and even the 
loor divers times, to expreſs my gratitude 5 which. 
lone I got up, and followed the woman, who. with- - 
put ſpeaking any more than f, gave me a purſe ; 
nd conducting me along a dark gallery into a gar - 
len opened a back door that led into a little ſtreet, 
ind letting me out thereat, ſhut it immediately after 


ne. | x | 
FinpinoG myſelf ſo happily delivered from all my 
errors, continued the Pole, I wiped my ſword again, 
fter which walking on ſedately, I turned into a 
arge ſtreet, where J found my inn; and accoſted 
y landlord with as much unconcern, as if no diſaſ- 
er had befallen me. He told me the misfortune 
at had happened to the cavalier: Tho' he was of 
diſtinguiſhed family, ſaid he, he was ſo haughty, 
e treated all mankind with intollerable arrogance ; 
nd it is not in the leaft doubted, that he drew upon 
imſelf ſome enemy by his inſolence, who, having a 
ind to humble him, may, perhaps have ſent him 
dme ſteps lower than he deſigned to have done. I 
ould not ſleep that night, but ſpent it in returning 
anks to heaven, for the favour I had received by 
s inſpiration, from Dona Maria de Arameda ; for 
d was my deliverer called, as my landlord inform-- 
d me: Nor cou'd I ceaſe admiring that truly chriſ- 
an courage: which had induced her to pardon me 
Wc death of a ſon, who ought to have been her com- 
ort in this world, inſtead of plunging her into a 
drrow, which perhaps, may have ſont her to the o- 
aer in a ſhaxt time aſter. ED | 
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As ſoon as it was morning, I took a walk by the 
ſde of the Tagus, and perceived a boat wherein ſe- 
veral people were placing themſelves in order to go 
cow the river to fort St. Julian, where they were 
td embark on board a veſſel. for the EAA-Indies. 
| Hereupon, I returned to my inn, fold my horſe, 
an ſending my things to the boat, reſolved to go 
the voyage along with the reſt. Next morning, the 
hip ſet jail, and as we. arrived ſafe at our deſired 
Haven, I ſpent fifteen years in the Indies; during 
. which, I ſerved in the troops of the king of Portu- 
gal; and met there with divers adventures, where: 
of a very diverting and inſtructing hiſtory might be 
compoſed, were thoſe aſtoniſhing exploits ' inſerted 
therein, which are performed in thoſe remote coun- 
tries by the Portugueſe 3. who are there acquiring 
ſuch glory as will render them ever to be reſped- tak 
ed among all other nations. During my tay. in he 
thoſe parts, I made a ſhift to lay up ſome gold and inte 


pearls ; with other things of greater value than bulk; 
[ter which I came back to LH with my General. bru 
SOME time after, reſolving to return to my own tre- 
country, and intending to travel thro' Spain, and vi- vou 
fit the moſt conſiderable places, I changed my gold ſer. 
into current money; which I afterwards converted na, 
into bills of exchange; reſerving to my ſelf only wa) 
much as would be neceſſary for my expences upon 1h: 
the road. Accordingly JI ſet out from thence, oi ge: 
my intended journey, pleaſing my ſelf with the he 
thoughts of paſſing the remainder of my days ine, 
{weet tranquillity 3 when fortune growing weary cou 
cerrying me on with a proſperous gale, upon the ſe rent 
of human life, made me run againſt a rock wher ties 
luch ſailors as my ſelf, have frequently been ſhipf wife 
wrecked : In ſhort, arriving one evening at Talaue hi 
ra, a p' eiſavt town nat far from hence, I diſmounteꝗ ing 
at an inn, which inſtead of being to me a place o, ſo il 
re:reſhment, proved my tomb ſince my honour wa give 
there baried. O too powerful influence of love ! Of forn 


{:ch love 1 mean, whoſe only view is, indulging it 
ſelf in ſenſuality ! Fn We 
2 NE Ti 


— 
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To return from whence I have digreſſed, havin 
entered this inn, a young wench, who then appeared 
to me about ſixteen or ſeventeen, tho' I have been 
ſince informed, ſhe was above twenty two, ran in 
thither by chance. She was dreſſed very neatly in a 
„ aiſtcoat of blue cloth, and peticoat of the ſame 
and her fair Jocks hung down in long treſſes, Which 
were tied * by a knot of ribbons of divers 
colours. As ſhe paſſed by me, methought ſhe ſmelt 

like a meadow enamelled with flowers; nay, ſhe 
ſeemed. to me more fragrant than the moſt exquiſite 
perfumes. of Arabia. Going up to the landlord's. 
ſon ard whiſpering ſomething in his ear, , ſhe burſt. 
into a loud fit of laughter; then turning away ſud - 
denly, ſhe ran towards a houſe, over againſt the inn. 
The young fellow purſued her, but could rot over- 
take her, till ſhe was juſt entering the houſe 5; when. 
he gave her ſuch a kick, as made. her fall headlong 
into the houſe... . | | 

. One of the maids of the inn, provoked at this. 
brutality ;. is this the way Alonzo, ſaid ſhe, that you 
treat Leuiſa ; Methinks ſhe deſerves better uſage at 
your hands. If I live, anfavered Alonzo, I ſhall 
ſerve her much worſe. In ſhort, continued he, Marti-- 
na, my deſign is, to treat the giddy-brained huſſy al- 
ways in this manner, till ſhe learns to behave better: 
This ſaid, he went away, and left Martina and me to- 
gether; upon which I aſked her, whether Louiſa and 
he were married. She is not his wife yet, anſwered ” 
he, but ſhe is likely ſoon to be ſo ; and it is on ac-- 
count of the agreement made between, their pa- 
rents, to join their hands, A/onzs takes ſuch liber- 
ties with her. For looking upon her as already his 
wife, he wants to make her reform certain faults, 
which ſhe ought to correct herſelf of, without giv- 
ing Alonxo that trouble; ſince. he does not uſe her 
ſo ill now, as he may do hereafter, when marriage. 
gives him more power over her. In effect, this re- 
formation, purſued ſhe; will be only for her own 


good . fince ſhe often lets ſuch words eſcape her, as 


- ought: 


E „ 


DE 
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ought never to be heard, out of the mouth of a-mo- 
deſt girl; as looſe talk frequently makes a young wo- 
man be judged a. libertine,, who nevertheleſs, may 


be very ſober at bottom. peg 
I have told her ſeveral times, my. thoughts of the 
liberties ſhe took,. and the injury ſhe would certainly 
do herſelf chereby ; but ſhe has always laughed at 
my reproof, and ſtill gone on in her old courſe ; nor 
could I ever get her to believe, that modeſty. is the 
+ beſt portion, a woman can bring her huſband. Hea- 
ven bleſs the mother that brought me forth, canti. 
nued Martiza ;. ſhe was a good chriſtian, who would 
not have fuffered me, to have, indulged myſelf in the 
leaſt liberties; and inſtead of letting me run about 
the ſtreets like Lowz/a, ſhe. would not have allowed 
me, even to go ſo far as the. threſhold of the door, 
How happens it Martina, ſaid I; having undergone 
ſuch a ſevere probation at your mother's, you are 
now come to take upon you your profeſſion in an inn! 
Much might be ſaid upon that head, an/wered /be, 
and told me ſeveral things, which I would willingly 
relate for your diverſion, if the ſorrow which pier- 
ces my heart, did not prevent my recounting ſuch 
trifles, however entertaining. 5 


__ 


e HAP. VII. | 
De ſequel of the ſtory of the Poliſh gentleman. The 
good advice given him by Periander. 


| UR pilgrims liſtened very attentively to what 
| O the ſtranger. faid ; after which, being deſi- 
rous oſ knowing the ailments of his mind, as they 
already knew thoſe of his body zlet us hear thoſe 
trifles, fir, cryed Periander ;. perhaps in relating, 
them to us, you may put thoſe. thoughts out of 
your head, which create your uneaſineſs. The moiſt t 7 
indifferent matters frequently ſet off a ſtory ;. and 
come in as agreeably, as a green and freſh young app 
fallad, with a quarter of houſe lamb. This de- 
pends, in a great meaſure, on the proper e 
| | „ N 
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pf the terms of the language wherein we ſpeak 3. 
ind as you expreſs yourſelf very readily in Sani, 
yroceed I beg you, to divert us with the account 
pf Martina, Lowiſa, Alonxo, and his kicks. The: 
gallant manner, in which the latter. declares. the 
entiments of his heart, appears to'us,. equally. new. 
nd ee ; and for my own part, I long 
mpatiently to. know, whether I am deceived in. 
ny prognoſtication, of Loui/a's marriage, with a 
oung fellow, who introduces ſuch a ſingular prac-- 


den to come after him. 


uld Bi Since you defire it, anſæbered the Poliſh Caua- 
— er, you muſt know, that going to bed, without. 


deing able to eat a morſel, I ſpent the night, in re- 
alling to mind, the gracefulneſs, and beauty, of 
ouiſa; as alſo what Martina had told me of. 
ger character. Methought, I had never before ſeen. 
ny thing ſo lovely; and what others looked upon: 

indecent liberties, I imagined within myſelf, to 


a 9 only the effect of that gaiety, which is natus- 
ng to youth. In ſhort, I fell ſo paſſionately in love 
= vith her, that T reſolved to marry her; and be- 


ore midnight, fancied myſelf already her huſband,. 
nd ſurrounded with divers children, which were: 
Il like her ;. never was the father of a family 
appier than myſelf at that moment. But ſcarcely. 
ad day begun to appear, when my imagination 
eing diſturbed, by the noiſe in the inn, and not- 
vorking, in the ſame manner, as in the dead of 
ne night my happineſs all vaniſhed like a dream ;. 

nd I fell into ſuch a deep melancholly, I ſhould - 
ot have Had the ſtrength, to have got out of 
2d, if my inclination, to ſpeak to Louiſa's father,. 


_ ad not given me the courage. 3 
5 80 I changed then, in an inſtant, my deſign, of 
mot eturning into my own country, into that of ſettling 


t Talavera; provided I could obtain this new 


0 _ 'enus, in whoſe poſſeſſion, I promiſed myſelf a. 
mY appineſs that was never to end. I went then to. 
tion er father, to demand lrer of him; ſhewing him my 


pearls 


ice in courtſhip,. for thoſe gallants who may hap- 


* 
1 
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pearls, my bills of exchange, and my ready mo 
ney ; and aſſuring him, my wealth was mor 
| likely to increaſe than to waſte away, in my hand: 
Dazzled with the ſight of fo much riches, and 
finding me conteated, with no other portion, tha 
his daughters beauty, the honeſt man gave me 
favourable reception, and granted my demand 
without troublmg his head, in the leaſt, about the 
engagemeut, he had entered into with Aloizs' 

father. a. fp 8 

BEnorp me, then, arrived at the heigth of that 
happineſs, I had ſo ardently defired ; to which 
at a fortnight's end, ſucceeded bitter grief, an 
hearty repentance; my wife, in concert with 4 
lonxo, robbing me of part of my jewels, and mo 
ney, and vaniſhing from Talavera, together wil 
that young fellow. I was ſo ſenſibly affecdet 
with this perfidy, that T was tempted a hundre 
times, to hang myſelf as a puniſhment for my fol 
ly but fortune has reſerved me, to make tht 
weight of my vengeance fall upon thoſe criminal 
whom they hase ſeiſed, and impriſoned - at Mi, 
drid, as word has been ſent me from that city 
Accordingly, I am now going thither, to waſh a 
way in their blood, the ſtain, they had caſt up 
my honour. Juſt heaven! I will have ſatisfaction 
juſt heaven! I will be reverg2d! juſt heaven 
they ſhall both die! and the whole world ſhi 
know, that I do not ſuffer ſuch affronts, as pierd 
to the very ſoul, with impunity ? the very jo) 
1 fee] before hand, at the thoughts of their pu 
niſhment, makes me forget the pain gf my fall 
Help me, I beg you, to remount my horſe ; | 
long impatiently to be at Madrid. Juſt heaven 
I fay once again, let every thing take care of me 
even the very flies! let neither Nuns, nor Fryar,, 
* intreat me in their behalf. Neither let any grea 
man pretend to lay his commands upon me, tt 
ſhew them mercy ; no not even the whole char 
table brotherhood, who make it their buſineſs,. t 
| | | interceed 
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erceed for poor criminals ; my honour is wound” 
mon; the wound is mortal, and all muſt periſh. _ 
nor Havinc thus ſpoken, with a paſſion that can 
arce be expreſſed, the Po/i cavalier endeavour · 
ar to get up; but Periander, holding him by the 
m, go not any farther fir, /a:d he, till you have 
ne ard me a few words. Being blinded by your re- 
ntment, you do not obſerve, you are hurrying, to 
t ter an adventure public, all over Spain, which 
121 in a manner, buried in oblivion, at Talavera; + 
d which is perhaps only known even there, by 
f tha ne few honeſt people, who rather pity, than laugh 
your misfortune. Do not you know, that all faults 
| ing perſonal, the ſhame of that whereof you com- 
h 4 lin, falls only upon * wh wife; it cannot reflect 
don you, unleſs you ſhould have the weakneſs to 
oſecute them rigorouſly# for an offence, which as 
jevous as it is in reality, will be looked upon by 
drehe laughers, as a misfortune annexed to the diſ- 
oportion between your two ages. | ns 
Your Louiſa, as you ſay, is twenty-two, and you, 


nal Wc; J am miſtaken, are not leſs than forty-five, .. - 


fifty. Aloxzo is younger than you; Louiſa was 
C1: omiſed to him; and he was willing to take up 
aſh th her; reſerving to himſelf the privilege, to cor- 
her for her faults, which your love. made you 
ction r upon as ſo many perfections; you deprived him 
her; and he has taken her again from you: This 
ng the true ſtate of the caſe, the ridicule will al- 
Pieras return full upon yourſelf, ſhould you make a 
ſe about it; and you would laviſh what little for- 
r Pee ſhe has left you, in proſecuting a ſuit, which will 
ely end to your own diſadvantage, by the cunning 
ſe; . chicanery of the lawyers; who will certainly 
ke your wife gain the cauſe, ſince ſne has got mo- 
, and is ſo handſome, as you have deſcribed her. 
TYar ould you be like the fooliſh countryman, who ha- 
greg nouriſhed a viper, during winter, in his boſom, 
very angry at its eſcaping from him, about the 
zinning of ſpring ; and not conſidering, it might 
n make uſe of its poiſon, to * mn, or 
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thanking heaven for its being gone, went after | 
to perſuade it to return. He did not remember the 
old proverb, which ſays, wwe muſt make a bridge 
gold, for a flying enemy. And if it is true, (tho! | 
am not of that opinion) that a man's wife is the great 
eſt foe he can have, you ought not to run ſo hafti) 
after yours, ſince you are diſſatisfied with her. 

Fog in ſhort, whatever you may alledge again 
her, inſtead of having her.puniſhed, as you expet 
you will be ordered to take her again, and to tre 
her as your ſpouſe. You know, doubtleſs, that ma 
riage among Chriſtians, is not the ſame thing as : 
mong heathens: There it is, in a manner, only 
civil compact, almoſt as eaſy to be diſſolved as made 
whereas, among Chriſtians, it is an indiſſolable tz; 
Which only death alone Cap render void; unleſs | 
Caſe of adultery, evidently" proved. By this tin 
you muſt be ſenſible, you will be reduced to this alte 
native; either to take your wife home again, or: 
banden her to her ill fortune. The former of the 
would be the moſt chriſtian ; and heaven finding yi 
ſo charitable, might reward you, by inſpiring t 
falſe one with a ſincere repentance : But ſuppoſin 
for a moment you cou'd obtain your defired reveny 
how cou'd you bear the ſhock of ſeeing your wi 
. expoſed upon a ſcaffold with her ſeducer ? Col 
you behold with unconcern, the executioner real 
to ſacrifice her? Her blood you ſay, will waſh « 
the ſtain ſhe has caſt on your honour! Were y 
to be ſufficiently inhuman, to ſee ſo tragical a ce: 
would your honour actually be reſtored to its forn 
luſtre? Nay would not the infamy of the puni 
ment, inflited on her, in compliance with your p 
ſecution, revert upon yourſelf, and render you 
_ reproach of all honeſt men? Be adviſed then by 
and hearken to dictates of mercy, rather than thi 
of juſtice ; eſpecially as there are junctures, vl 
it is more glorious, to be governed by the one, ti 
the other ; which is your caſe, at preſent. 

On hearing this prudent counſel of Periandt 
the generous abuſed huſband- found his fury aba 
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and fixing his eyes upon him, with the greateſt atten- 
tion, whoever thou art, young pilgrim, /aid he, thy 
wiſdom has outſtriped thine years; and thou ſpeakeſt 
with ſo much diſcretion, that methinks an angel ad- 
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viſes me by thy mouth. I am no longer the 
fame perſon I was ſome. minutes ago; I breathed 
then only death and tortures, and ſcarce haſt-thou 
done repreſenting to me, the injury I was about 
to do my ſelf, in giving way to my fury, when 
I find my ſelf diſpoſed to forgive the greateſt out- 
rage that can be done me. Nothing then remains 
for me, but to thank heaven for having made thee 
the inſtrument to —.— my running on a preci- 
pice, (as my mind miſgave me, when I firſt accoſt- 
ed you) from which, I ſhould have found it diffi- 
cult to diſengage myſelf. Since thou haſt done me 
this good office, purſued he, I ſhall return to my 
own country, there to forget both the injury I 
have ſuffered, and thoſe who did it; and I ſhould 
be yet more obliged to thee, if thou would'ſt aſſiſt 
me to remount. e 
Tuar we will, with all our hearts, .anfevened 
Periander ; and by the help of Don Antonio, ſet 
him again upon his -horſe ; this done, having told 
them his name was Ortel Banoſei, and he would 
readily do them any ſervice at Warſaw, he took 
his leave of our pilgrims, who were equally ſur- 
priſed at his adventures, and his good temper,; ſo . 
true it is, that the moſt paſſionate men are got 
always the worſt. They did not think fit to pro- 
ceed any farther that night, the place where they 


were being as pleaſant as any they could find elſe- 
where; and two days afterwards, they entered a 
diſtrict of Toledo, called the Sagra; thro' which 
the Tagus glides over its golden _fands, fo cele - 
brated in ſlory. . TE 
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A 
M herein evill be found divers things very di- 


verting. \ 


| L 
 TERIANDER, who, like moſt perſons of il - 

| diſtinction in the North, was converiant in n 
the Latin Tongue, and had read the many e- a 
logies beſtowed on that river, by divers authors, was 4. 
ſeiſed with a kind of rapture, on beholding then, f 
its gentle courſe, thro' that delicious country; and . 
perhaps, would have continued ſome time, wrapt 1 
up in admiration, of thoſe chryſtal ſtreams, and the be 
City of Toledo, adjoining thereto had he not been wi 

| diverted from it, by the ſound of ſeveral famous me 
jnſtruments, which echoed from the valleys around | 
that metropolis. 155 
Soon after our pilgrims ſaw divers companies lin 
of young maidens, more dazzling than the ſun, he* 
draw near the place where tley were; being al wor 
\ drefied like country laſſes, in ſerge of Cuenca; ¶ let. 
which upon their backs, looked more becoming than wne 
the beſt filks of Italy. The plainneſs of their garb, don. 
which was ſet off by the roſes, jeſſamine and carn-WWMI.. + 
tions, wherewith they were adorned, ' ſeemed mon have 
_ © graceful upon them than the moſt magnificent haWrr.. 
bits of the court ladies. Nor did their fair treſſe bein . 


_ © waving in the wind, and hanging down on their 
backs, together with the garlands ot odoriferous flower 
which they wore like belts acroſs their ſhoulders ; and 
their necklaces of coral or pearl, whereto were faſtenet 
little gold or filver medals, repreſenting various hiers 
glyphics of love; contribute a little to the heighten 
Ing their beauty. They all moved forward, dancing 
with an admirable grace, to the ſound of the different 
inſtruments ; being attended, each company by youny 
country lads, their acquaintance, relations, or ſweet 
hearts dreſſed in fine white linnen; and ſome play 
ing upon the pipe and tabour, ſome upon the Jute 
and ſome upon the guitarte 3 whoſe various found 
6 joine 


e 
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joined together formed a concert, which, as ruſtic 
as it was, charmed the air with its harmony. 

JusT as the foremoſt of theſe companies came 
up to our pilgrims, an old man one of the Alcalde's 
of the neighbourhood, went up thereto, and taking 


of out one of them, whom he viewed attentively from 
m head to foot, Trocuello, cried he, in a great paſſion, 
Ce 


are not you aſhamed to appear in this figure at theſe 
dances? Are theſe feſtivals inſtituted to be thus pro- 
faned ? Are not you afraid of heaven's puniſhing 
you for this ſcandal ? If my daughter Clementina, 
has ſuffered you thus to dsſguiſe yourſelf, to get the 
the better of my vigilance, by the life of Pharaoh, I 
cn Ag will ring ſuch a peal in her ears, the deaf ſhall hear 
me a league fl. | 

und No ſooner had he threatened them in this man- 

i ner, than another country Alcalde like himſelf, pul- 
nes Be ling him by the ſleeve, good Pedro Covena, ſaid 
he, do Jou know, thac in making the deaf hear, you 
| al would work, a miracle ? Be fatisfied therefore, with 
letting us underſtand one another; and tell me 
than herein my ſon has offended you: If he has really 
done you any injury, I am an equitable magiſtrate 
na- and will chaſtiſe him in fuch a manner, you ſhall 
mor have no reaſon to complain for want of ſatisfaction. 
His offence is vifible, anſwered old Covena, fince 
reſſe being a lad you find him under the habit of a laſs 
theigand not of an orden one neither; but of one of 
Wer: thoſe, who are to Wait upon the queen, at this ſo- 
lemnity. Nor is this all continued he; I believe the 
teneſtheloathes he has on, belong to my daughter Clemen - 
nien; and you may judge as well as I, what is to 
eue inferred from this fzmiliarity ; I ſhould not take 
cut as a jeſt, if during this ceremony, the devil ſhould -..- 

ake a feſtival of his own ; by uniting them by his 

your uthority before they have received the bleſMthg of 

iwe the church. | | | 

pla Ox hearing this, a jovial laſs, who had liſtened to 
the diſcourſe of the two old men addreſſing herielf 

uu Pedro Covena ; Mr. Alcalde, ſaid ſhe, if the 
1010" WFruth muſt be told here 1 is Trocuellg's wile, 
| * : .- "i 


Us. : | | | 
Is this the way daughter, cried old Covena, that 
| __ teaches you to excuſe yourſelf ? Ts this the 
fruit of 
ſomething better, but ſince you have begun where 


— 


leſs, having obſerved her dance, with a kind of con- 


be both meaſured out by the ſame yard. With all 


and being already acquainted what was going to be 


lieve beforehand, that as I am not the firſt who has 


ſtain you have caſt upon your reputation, that ro- 


to forgive your fault; crown your nuptials with 


” 1 
> 7 : 
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48 much as my mother is my fathers: I have not 
learned to judge like you purſued ſhe; but neverthe- 


ſtraint and uneaſineſs, it is my opinion, you will not 


- do amiſs, to put the finiſhing ſtroke, to what they 
have begun; after which, let the devil get him gone, 


with a vengeance ; and for the reſt may St. Peter 


bleſs what heaven is pleaſed to ordain, The wench 
is in the right, cried old Trocuelo to Covena, our 


children are of equal birch; they are not older chriſ- 
tianz the one than the other; and their fortunes may 


my heart, an/tvered ol Covena, provided my daugh- 
ter conſents likewiſe ; for appearances being ſome- 
times deceitful, it is good to hear her, before any 
thing is concluded on: Let her be called hither ; 
ald as; thank heaven, ſhe is not dumb, ſhe' will ſoon 
teil us her thoughts on the matter. 


CLEMENTINA' appearing ſome: moments after; 


examined into, I know what you are about to aſk 
Father, /aid' ſbe to Covena; but I beg you to be- 


made ſuch a: flip, I ſhall not be the laſt, whom the 
curſed” ſerpent will lead into temptation : Trocuels 
is my huſband, continued ſhe, and J am his wife. 
Forgive me, I conjure you a weakneſs, the conſe- 
quences of which, I did not knowgg till I recollected 
what my poor mother has often told me; and, if 
you will not pardon me, I hope heaven will, in 
your ſtead, as well as poor Trocuelo, who meant no 
more harm than me, in what has paſſed between 


the education I have given you? I expected 
good chriſtians end, I am willing to wipe off the 
cuelo and you ſhould be married; begging heaven 
bleſſings, 


9 . 
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bleflings, and grant that this adventure may be 
buried in oblivion; becauſe ſhould it come to be 
* known by our ſuperiors who have appointed me to 
keep a good decorum thro'out my diſtrict, they 
would not fail blaming me, for the implicit confi- 
dence I repoſed in your pretended virtue ; and per- 
haps, might diſcard me, as one incapable of keeping 
- an eye upon the actions of my fellow citizens, ſince 
I was not able to do it within my own family. By 
that providence which orders all things for the beſt, 
I cried the jovial hoyden, who had before ſpoken to 
A Covena, Mr. Alcalde, ſpeaks better than an oracle. 
Come hither, my hearts, continued ſbe, addreſſing 


0 herſelf to Clementia and young Trocuelo ; join your 

rh hands, if you have not done it already; and aſer 

* that, live in union together, as if you were but one, 

as the church enjoins; this done, let us all make 

5 haſte to the green, and go on with our dances ; it 
29 


be not being juſt to interrupt our feſtival for a tmfle. 
PERIANDER, Auriſtella, and the other pil- 


2 rims, were greatly pleaſed at this happy conclu- 

* ion of the adventure of theſe two lovers; they 

<a were likewiſe charmed to the higheſt degree, at the- 

as gracefulneſs of the country laſſes who were beautiful | 
ig. to perfection; and on whom they kept their eyes, 8 
_ as long as they were in fight: This done, they 


ed were for purſuing their journey. Periander intend- 
- 17 ed to have gone thro' Toledo, but in complaiſance 
beo Don Antonio conlented to paſs by it becauſe that 


in good Caſtillan, overjoyed, at being again in his 
Aa , and ardently defirous of ſeeing once 
cen un country, and ardently defirous g 


more the authors of his birth, had told him it, 

chat would require more time than his deſign, of making 

the beſt of his way to Rome would allow, to view the 

"Red curioſities of that place. The ſame reaſon prevent - 

; ed their going thro' Madrid, where the court then 

: the was ; Eſpecially, as their new companion, the old 

n pilgrim, aſſured them, there were numbers of young 
„ Grandees in that town, who were great admirers of 


gp 3 ; — 
o 
* « 


n . ; . : e 
en the fair ſex; and from whom it was not eaſy for 


— 
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any one to eſcape, let her quality be what it would, 
if they once took a fancy to her; the love of li- 
bertines, not paying any regard to the rank of any 
one, but being bent upon enjoying whatever it 

- thinks moſt amiable, 5 5 
To avoid all inconveniences therefore, /aia Don 
Antonio, it would be our beſt way, to follow the 
cburſe of this river, and go on to Ocana ; and to 
roceed from thence to Quintanar de Ia Orden, which 
15 the place of my nativity ; where I hope to find 
ſome relations, whom my good fortune may have 
preſerved, to give you a handſome reception. As 
the old pilgrim had no deſign to go the ſame way, 
fe took leave of the company in order to perform 
_ thoſe ſeveral: pilgrimages, of which ſhe had given 
them an account :- And Rzc/a beſtowed on her, two 
pieces of gold to enable her to travel the more com- 
modiouſly. Our pilgrims paſſed then by the 4ranuex, 
one of the pleaſure-houſes of the King of Spain, be- 
between Madrid and Toledo, the ſight of which may- 
nificent ſtructure, filled them with admiration. They 
took a view from a rifing ground of its delicious gar- 
dens, its ponds full of fiſh, and its vaſt orchards, 
Whoſe trees overloaden with fruit, bent to the very 
ground, ae if to reſt their branches thereon. They 
| law alſo the junction of the Tagus, with the Hena- 
rex; and the ſwell of waters, made by the rapid 
confluence of their ſtreams; in ſhort, all they be- 
held, ſtruck them with ſuch admiration, that Peri- 
auer owned that inchanted place, greatly ſurpaſſed 
the deſcriptions given thereof, by thoſe Spanyh 
poets who had written in Zatin; in which tongue 

he was well verſed, as has been obſerved before. 
At laſt, they arrived at Ocana, where Don Auto- the 
nio heard his father and mother were yet living, not 
and in good health; as he did alſo ſome other particu- cau 


lars, which were very agreeable to him; and Which ¶ Do 
we fhall find in the enſuing chapter. 1 OTE me 
3 * N 223 g | ar. A 
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CHAP. IX. 
Dos Antonio arrives at his father's. The na- 
riage of Conſtantia, avith a Count upon his death- 
bed. The ſequel of Auriſtella's adventures. She 
| ſets out with Periander, young Antonio and Con- 


"0 


. 
2 ſtantia, # or Rome. | 

4 A8 Don Antonio began to breathe the air of his 
1 native country, he ſeemed to renew his ſtrength, 

e while Ricla, with her two children, were tranſport- 

1 ed with joy, at the thoughts of ſoon enjoying per- 
, fe& tranquillity, in the midſt af their family; ths 
n former longing impatiently, to ſee her father and 
n mother- in- law; and the latter, their grand- father 
o and grand- mother. Don Antonio, as has been al- 
1 ready obſerved, had heard at Ocana, they were a- 
r, live; as alſo, that the enemy who had obliged him 
e- to quit his country, was dead; but had been re- 
g- conciled to his family before his deceaſe; being con- 
y vinced, he had been in the wrong to quarreþ 
* with Don Atonio, who had not been wanting in 
is, reſpect to him: This welcome news diſpelled all his 
ry fears. In his way from Ocaua to Quintauar de la 


ey Orden, he bethought himſelf, that on diſcoverin 
* himſelf abruptly to his aged parents, the — — 
*& ſurpriſe” might prove fatal to them; the ſudden 
oh tranſports of exceſſive joy having been known te 
71. kill, as effectually as the moſt violent grief, he 
red. reſolved therefore, to make himſelf known by de- 
5 rees. = */ 0 
rue AecoRDINGLY, entering that little town towards: 
evening, he went up to his father's houſe, and found 
to- the good old man fitting at the door with his wife; 
ng, not ſo much to take the air, as to know what was the 
eu- cauſe of an- uproar he had heard at a little diſtance. 
ich Don Antonio then going up to them with his com- 
2 pany, and addreſſing himſelf to his father; Sir, 
F. ſaid he, is there never an hoſpital for pilgrims 
in this place? As we are all old chriſtians here, 
456 5 anfutred _ . 
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* ſaw alſo the junction of the Tagus, with the Hena- 
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any one to eſcape, let her quality be what it would, 
if they once took a fancy to her; the love of li- 
bertines, not paying any regard to the rank of an? 
one, but being bent upon enjoying whatever it 
thinks moſt amiable. „ 

To avoid all inconveniences therefore, /aia Don 
Antonio, it would be our beſt way, to follow the 
courſe of this river, and go on to Ocana; and to 
Froceed from thence to Quintanar de la Orden, which 
is the place of my nativity ; where J hope to find 
ſome relations, whom my good fortune may have 
preſerved, to givè you a handſome reception. As 
the old pilgrim had no deſign to go the ſame way, 
ſhe took leave of the company in order to perform 
thoſe ſeveral: pilgrimages, of which ſhe had given 
them an account :- And Rzc/a beſtowed on her, two 
Pieces of gold to enable her to travel the more com- 
modiouſſy. Our pilgrims paſſed then by the Aanjuex, 
one of the pleaſure-houſes of the King of Spain, be- 
between Madrid and Toledo, the ſight of which mag- 
mificent ſtructure, filled them with admiration. They 
took a view from a riſing ground of its delicious gar- 
dens, its ponds full of fiſh, and its vaſt orchards, 
whoſe trees overloaden with fruit, bent to the very 
ground, ae if to reſt their branches thereon. They 


rex; ard the ſwell of waters, made by the rapid 
confluence of their ſtreams ; in ſhort, all they be- 
held; ſtruck them with ſuch admiration, that Peri- 
ander owned that inchanted place, greatly ſurpaſſed 
the defcriptions given thereof, by thoſe Sparyh 
poets who had written. in Zatin; in which tongue 
he was well verſed, as has been obſerved before. 
At laſt, they arrived at Ocana, where Don Auto- 
nie heard his father and mother were yet living, 
and in good health; as he did alſo ſome other particu- 
lars, which were very agreeable to him; and which 


. 
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ve ſhall find in the enſuing chapter. 
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CHAP. IX. WS 
Don Antonio arrives at his father's. The mays 
riage of Conſtantia, with a Count upon his death- 
bed. The ſequel of Auriſtella's adventures. She 
ſets out with Periander, young Antonio and Con- 
ſtantia, for Rome. 


S Don Antonio began to breathe the air of his: 
native country, he ſeemed to renew his ſtrength, 
while Ricla, with her two children, were tranſport- 
ed with joy, at the thoughts of ſoon enjoying per- 
fect tranquillity, in the midſt af their family; the 
former longing impatiently, to ſee her father and 
mother - in- (aw; and the latter, their grand- father 
and grand-mother. Don Antonio, as has been al- 
ready obſerved, had heard at Ocana, they were a- 
live; as alſo, that the enemy who had obliged him 
to quit his country, was dead; but had been re- 
conciled to his family before his deceaſe; being con- 
vinced, he had been in the wrong to quarrel 
with Don Atonio, who had not been wanting in 
reſpect to him: This welcome news diſpelled all his 
fears. In his way from Ocaua to Quintauar de la 
Orden, he bethought himſelf, that on diſcovering 
himſelf abruptly to his aged parents, the unexpetied | 
ſurpriſe might prove fatal to them; the ſudden 
tranſports of exceſſive joy having been known to- 

kill, as effectually as the moſt violent grief, he 

reſolved therefore, to make himſelf known by de- 

grees. ; SR, . 

AecoRDINGLY, entering that little town towards 
evening, he went up to his father's houſe, and found 
the good old man fitting at the door with his wife; 
not ſo much to take the air, as to know what was the 
cauſe- of an- uproar he had heard at a little diſtance. 

Don Antonio then going up to them with his com- 
pany, and addreſſing himſelf to his father; Sir, 

ſaid he, is there never an hoſpital for pilgrims 

in this place ? As we are all old chriſtians here, 
—— | | anfutred _ . 
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anſwered the old man, all our houſes are ſo many 
hoſpitals, wherein. we receive them as often as 
they come; and if our inhabitants were to refuſe 
theirs on, ſuch an occ:fion, mine alone would be 
large enough to make amends for the deficiency of 


62 


the reſt. I wiſh to heaven, one of my children 


who his long been wandering up and down the 


world, may find where he is, (as others do here) 


ſome charitable perions to ſuppiy all his wants, in 


caſe he is reduced to neceſſity. | 

Tuts town, as I un told, ſaid Don Antonio, is 
called Quintanar de la Orden, could not you tell 
me fir, whether there is a geatleman's family here, 
whoſe name is Villaſeuor? I beg you would excuſe 


my taking this liberty; it is only becauſe I knew 


one ſo called in foreign countries, who ſaid he 
was of this town. If he ſhould be returned, nei- 
ther my companions nor my ſelf need be trouble- 
ſome to any one; fince I am ſure he would receive 
me as one of his beſt friends. What other name 
had he, cried the mother? Antonio, anfavered he; 
and if my memory does not fail me, he ſaid, his fa. 
ther was called Diego de Villa ſenor. 
the tender-hearted mother, that Axtonio is my ſon ! 
whom a troubleſome affair obliged to leave Spain, 
about twenty years 2go! How many fighs and tears 
has he cot me, ſince his departure! And how ar- 
dently do I defire to behold him again, before my 
yielding up my ſoul to heaven; which I continual- 
ly beſcech to reſtore that beloved ſon to my long- 


ing arms! Tell me, purſued ſbe, is it a great While 


ſince you ſaw him ? Is it long ſince you left him 
in foreign countries ? Did he think of coming home ? 
Does he remember his father or mothe#? How can 
we let him know he may return ſafely, and has no 
longer any enemies to dread ; they from whom he 
fled being become his friends ? 


Duzixo this interval, the good old man. liſten- 


ed attentively to the diſcourſe of his wife and fon, 
whom ſhe did not know by reaſon it was duſk, 
be” | when 


Alas! ſaid 


pilgrims any longer at the door, he called his ſer- 
vants, and ordered them to bring lights. Addreſſing 
himſelf afterwards to Don Antonio, had you not 


brought me ſuch welcome news, dear pilgrim, — 
he, embracing him, you ſhould nevertheleſs, , have 


been received by me as a brother ; becauſe I never 
refuſe to entertain hoſpitably any of your profeſſion, . 
who deſire it: But, continued he, redoubling his em- 
biaces, when you reſtore me to life, by telling me 
my ſon is yet living, it would be ingratitude not to 


give you a different reception from what I do o- 


thers ; wherefore I intend to treat you and your 
companions, as well as lies in my power. Candles 
being brought by this time, Don Diego de Yillaſe- 


nor, defired his new gueſts to walk into a parlor, 
where they found two young maidens, perfectly 


handſome, being ſiſters of Don Antonio, tho' he 
knew them not becauſe they had been, born ſince 
his departure from Quintanar de la Orden. Theſe: 
two charming maidens, obſerving the beauty of Au- 
riſtella, the gracefulneſs of Conffantia, and the 
good mien of Ricla, cou'd never have been wea- 


ry of embracing them, and wiſhing them all man- 


ner of bleſſings; when they ſaw a number of peo- 
ple enter the court yard belonging to the houſe, 
carrying upon their ſhoulders, a man almoſt dead, 
and followed by a great crowd. | 

THe perſon thus brought in, was a Count, who 
had ſucceeded Don Antonio's enemy in his eſtate ; 
and who had juſt been ſhot through the body in a 
quarrel between ſome of the inhabitants, and two 


companies: of ſoldiers, whom he was endeavouring to 


reconcile. Finding himſelf thus wounded, he had' 
ordered his ſervants to convey him to the houſe of his 
friend, Don Diego de FVillaſenor, who had juſt con- 
ducted his gueſts in, as the count was brought, but 
had returned directly to know the meaning of this 
ſudden concourſe. Mean while, Auriſtella begged. 
Don Antonio's ſiſters to carry them out of the crowd, 
who began already to enter into ſome Room, where 
5 | | no 
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when recollecting that he ought not to keep the 
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no body might come to moleſt them, which they 


readily did ; and their obliging behaviour rendered 
them ſo agreeable to Conſtantia, that ſhe did not care 
to have them out of her ſight. In effect, they were 
all three almoſt of an age, and equally lovely; and, 
as for young Antonio, nature worked ſo powerfully in 
him, that quite forgetting he was there, but as a 
Pilgrim, he embraced one of his aunts very tenderly ; 
ſhe not having the power to repreſent to him, that 
he thereby violated the ſacred laws of hoſpitality. 
Bur, one of the ſervants, on whom nature did not 
make the ſame impreſſion, as on her, ſeeing an action 
ſo contrary to the cuſtoms of the country, and being 
greatly ſcandal iſed thereat; good Mr. pilgrim, /aid 
he, be pleaſed to go ſomewhere elſe, and take ſuch 
liberties. Do you think my maſter a perſon who will 
ſuffer ſuch affronts with impunity? Honeſt friend, 
anſwered Antonio, interrupting him, what I now do, 
is nothing, to what I hope to do hereafter, if heaven 
favours my deſires; which tend only to ſerve theſe 
two adorable Maidens ; and indeed, all the family. 
Dvuxinc theſe tranſactions, the Count was laid in 
a very handſome bed ; and two Surgeons were ſent 
for, to ſearch his wound, who declared it was. very 
dangerous. While they were dreſſing it, Don Auto- 
nio's mother, being moved thereto by a ſort of fore- 
boding of what was to happen, went continually to and 
fro, from the chamber of the wounded nobleman, to 


that of Auriſtella. But, as charming as that beau- - 


teous lady ſeemed to her, ſhe did not feel the ſame 
emotions when ſhe approached her, as ſhe did when 
. ſhe drew near Conſtantia : For ſhe never ſet her eyes 
upon the latter, but her heart leaped within her ; and, 
yet much more, whenever ſhe looked upon ypung An- 
tonio; ſo much reſemblance did ſhe find between him 
and the ſon ſhe had loſt. Struck. with this reſem- 
blance, ſhe went into the court-yard, to look for the 
Pilgrim, who had told her of this beloved ſon ; but 
could not find him; becauſe Don Antonio perceiving 
her uneaſineſs, and the cauſe thereof, kept-out of the 
way, with Periander, to enjoy longer, the pleaſure 

— 
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of obſerving how ſtrongly a mother's love worked 
within her. Being apprehenſive however, it might 
prove prejudicial to her, ſhould it laſt too long; he 
came out of his hiding-place, and went into the room, 
where his children were; being very well ſatisfied, ſhe 
would not be long before ſhe returned to take ano- 
ther view of them. | 
AccqrDINELY, ſhe came thither ſoon after; and 
being Pleaſed at finding there, the pilgrim ſhe had 
ſought in vain ene yhere; ſhe eyed him as earneſtly 
as ſhe had before, Corjiantia and her brother. Here» 
upon, what think yo macam, cryed Don Antonio =o 
Was J miſt ken, when I cold you, I had ſeen your 
ſon in foreign countries, and ſhould meet with a kind 
reception here, if he were returned hither ? I am 
now fully ſatisfied thereof, /aid his mother, runnin 
to embrace him; and am ſure, except myſelf, Auto- 
vio has nota better friend than you. Ah! my dear 
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the Count, who grew every moment worſe and worſe: 
However he excuſed his neglect, by preſenting to 


he him his ſon Antonio, with his daughter-in-law Ricla, 
bat and the two lovely children they had brought witn 
ing them. He received them, with all the kindneſs he 


the could expreſs, in his melancholly condition; and from 
are I dear time, neither Ricla, nor Confantia, ſtirred from 


1 
ſon, ſhe would have gone on, but had not the 
power; remaining ſpeechleſs in Don Aztonio's arms, =_— 
while her tears ſhewed better than any words, how _ 

he: much ſhe was overjoyed to behold him again, Juſt as = 
va The was beginning to recover her ſenſes, Don Diego = 
entered the room, and immediately mingled tears _ 
* with his Wife, knowing his ſon again at the firſt 1 
- fight. There was then nothing but tears and em- _ 
ad braces; father, mother, brother, ſiſters, daughter- | | 
os in-law, nephew- and niece, giving each other by 
ugly turns, the moſt lively proofs of a ſincere affection: | 
10 Never was meeting more moving: Inſomuch, that | | 
Periander and Auriſtella were affected therewith, as 
en 928 
5 if they had been of the ſame family. | f 
a q 'Tx1s general ſatisfaction, as great as unforeſeen, == 
Pg had almoſt made Don Diego forget the misfortune of | 
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his bed's-head; notwithſtanding the Surgeons had 
ordered him to be left alone, or at leaſt, not to ſuf- 
fer any woman to approach him. But heaven, which 
by ways unknown to us, diſpoſes of all things upon 

> earth, ſo ordered it, that the Count finding his end 
draw nigh, and judging he had not long to live, ha- 
vying deſired Don Diego to be called, thus addreſſed 
I fet out from home, my dear friend, with intent 
to have gone to Keme, where the ſovereign Pontiff is 
-about ſhortly to open the treaſures of the church, 
whereof every good chriſtian ſhould. be defirous to 
participate; and I deſigned to take this voyage, ra- 
ther like a poor pilgrim, than a perſon of quality, 
As I was paſſing to that end, thro' this town, a 
_ quarrel aroſe, between ſome of the inhabitants, and a 
company of ſoldiers ; and as I ran in among them, 
to endeayour to pacify them, and prevent their cut- 
ting one another's throats, I received the wound, 
which I find will prove my death. I know not who 
gave it me, purſued he, becauſe in theſe popular com- 
motions ; there is always ſuch great confuſion, it is 
hard to tell from whence a ſhot comes. However, I 
am not at all unwilling to reſign my life, into the 10 
hands of him who gave it; and I forgive my mur- 0 
derer with all my heart. What afflicts me moſt, is, i © 
the fear that my death will be followed by thoſe of Pr 


divers others; and that the innocent will be confoun- wy 
ded with the guilty, in the example our ſovereign il 
may reſolve to make, in order, to keep his ſubjects 4. 
within the bounds of their duty. | 15 eng 
BEIN upon the point then, of yielding up my ſoul wy 
to heaven, I deſign firſt, to ſhew you, I am not un- * 
grateful, for the good uſage I have now received here; 2 


and as a proof of my gratitude, open, I beg of you, 
thoſe two trunks, wherein you will find, among my 
-cloaths, and linnen, about twenty thouſand ducats, 
An gold, and jeweis, which do not take up much 
room; and if this ſum, inſtead of being but moderate, 
were as conſiderable, as all the treaſures contained in 
the bowels of Poti, I ſhould till diſpoſe. of it, ond 
8 intend, 


Perſiles and Sigiſmunda. 


intend; witli greater ſatisfaction. Receive it then, 


ſuch as it is, in the name of our friendſhip, for your 


grand-daughter, Dona Conftantia , it is a portion 1 
give her, and next, with your leave, I Galgy: the. 


receive a huſband from my hands, It is true ſhe 


will ſoon looſe | him; but her widowhood will be 
honourable: Call her hither, and then ſend for. a 


prieſt, to marry us together; her virtue and piety 
deſerve the. empire of the world, Gs 


LeT not what I' propoſe ſurpriſe you, added he, 
it will not be looked upon as ſuch a great novelty, 


for a man. of quality to take a private gentlewoman to 
wife; eſpecially when it is known ſhe is miſtreſs of 
all thoſe fine qualities, which render a perſon worthy. 


of a yet more exalted ſtation. Heaven undoubtedly, 


ordains it to. be ſo ; fince, at the very time, when I. 
ſhould only be thinking of giving an. account of my 
actions, my inclination. leads me likewiſe to dd this. 

Oppoſe. it. not therefore, I conjure you, by that 


prudence I have ever obſerved in you; it is my-laſt 
will, and I believe you are willing it ſhould be per- 


formed. | 

GrEATLY amaſed at. what he heard, Don Diego 
thought he either was in a dream himſelf, or 1 
Count grew light-headed : The hour of death ap- 


proaches, /aid he within himſelf, and in their laſt 


moments, it is common for men either to utter ſome«. 


what extraordinary, or to commit ſome great extraya- 


gancy. Accordingly, being fully, prepoſſeſſed with 


the opinion, that the dying Count was not in his right 


ſenſes: My lord, an/wered he, I hope providence 
will reſtore you to health, and then you will conſider 
better both the preſent you are diſpoſed to make us, 
and the rank of the maiden you would honour with the 
title, of Counteſs. Conſtantia is not of a condition 
ſuitable to yours ; and we are not ambitious enough. 
to be willing to buy that honour at the price of the 
Ill-natured refle&ions of the multitude ; who. being 
always ready to. put a bad. conſtruction, even upon 
ſuch things às leave the leaſt giounds for it, would not 
fail to give out, that we had drawn you to our houſe, 
Vo I. II. * 3 
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54 The Adventures of - 
in order to prevail on you, by our artifices, to do, 
what you are pleaſed nevertheleſs, to propoſe to me 


of your own accord. | 
Lr the multitude fay what they pleaſe, rejoined 


the Count; that is not what ought to give any uneaſi- 


neſs to a man of your ſenſe and family. As it is uſual 
for them to be miſtaken in ſuch affairs as they inter- 
meddle with, when they do not concern them, they 
will again be deceived at preſent, ſhould they take 
it into their heads to imagine I ſhould not have been 


capable (without ſome ſiniſter practices) of giving 


ſome proofs of my eſteem and gratitude to a worthy 
family, who have generouſly rendered me all manner 
of good offices. Once more, good friend, Don Diego, 
ſend away for a prieſt and a notary; and let not a 


yain ſcruple induce you to perſiſt obſtinately in a re · 


fuſal, which would make you be blamed by all your 
equals; ſince you would thereby ſeem to confeſs 


them unworthy to match into ſuch families, as might 


open them the way to the moſt eminent dignities in 
the ſtate. Since you muſt be obeyed, my lord, cried 
Don Diego, I will inform Conſtantia of your good 
Intentions ; and quitting the chamber, he went to 
conſult about it with his wife and ſon, who called 
Periander and Auriſtella, likewiſe to give their ad- 
CIs. 8 
Tux were all of opinion, he ought not to miſs 
ſo favourable an opportunity of making his grand- 
daughter's fortune; wherefore, he ſuffered himſelf 
to be perſuaded ; and having ſent for the perſons 
proper to ſolemniſe the marriage, and draw the wri- 
tings, in leſs than two hours, Cnſtantia was wife to 
the Count, and all meaſures taken to ſecure to her the 
gold and jewels, without leaving it in the power of 
any one afterwards to diſturb her in the poſſeſſion 
thereof. Mirth and gaiety were not aſſiſtant at this 
ceremony; ſighs and tears uſurped their places; and 
the next day the new bridegroom expired in the arms 
of the Counteſs his bride. | — 
No ſooner had the Count cloſed his eyes, than 
Conſtantia falling down upon her knees, I vow, . 
| = IEP | ey 
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raiſing her up, what are you going to vow, /aid ſbe? 
To turn Nun, anſwered Conſtantia, All in good 
time, replyed Auriſtella, but do not bind yourſelf to 
take upon you that condition, without firſt conſulting 
heaven what ſort of a life you ſhould chuſe. There 
is a wide difference between ſorrow, and a proper 
vocation ; the laſt we are inſpired with by the direc- 


tion of heaven, and we ought to obey it; but we 
L ought not to hearken to the former ; ſince it might 
5 ingage us inconſiderately in. promiſes, which we 
4 ſnould often be very unwilling to perform. Reſign 
r yourſelf up, continued foe, into the hands of Provi- 
, dence, which will reveal in its own time, what 
a ſtate it deſigns. for you; and you ought to believe, 
FP that having advanced you to honour when you, did 
Ir not exgect it; it will confer upon you, a more ex- 
ls alted, and more laſting title, when you are wholly re- 
at ſigned to its will. On theſe remonſtrances Conſtan- 
in tia hearkened to Auriſtella's juſt reaſons; and with- 
1 out making an end of her vow, bent all her thoũghis 

) 


upon giving orders, for the funeral of her ſpouſe. 
Wirk preparations were making for this pur- 


Diego de Villaſenor's, happening to hear, as he was 
returning from Salamanca, where he had been com- 
pleating his ftudies, that a quarrel had ariſen between 
ſome ſoldiers and the inhabitants, wherein his bro- 
ther had reeceived his death. On his firit entering 
the houſe, he lamented his loſs grievouſly ; but a lit- 
tle after, the ſweets of the inheritance dried ap his 
tears. He did not in the leaſt condemn what the 
Count nad done for Conſtantia ; on the contrary, 
he ratified the gift of the ducats and jewels z whica 
done, he ſet out for court, to demand juſtice for the 
murder of his brother. Accordingly, the whole af- 
fair was there ſtrictly inquired into; and ſeeming of 


ſome of the ſoldiers condemned to the galleys, and 
many of the principal 8 ſeverely puniſhed. 
. ; N 4 | 2 | 1 . " 
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he, — but Auriſtella interrupting her haſtily, and 
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poſe, a younger brother of the Count's arrived at Don 


dangerous conſequence, the officers were beheadelʒʒ; 


Tap 
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Tur Connt. being buried, Periandor and Auriftel- 
Ia prepared to proceed on their way to Rome; but 
Don Antonio and Rirla, ſufficiently tired with what 
voyages and fatigues they had undergone already, 
were not at all diſpoſed to keep them company; 
young Antonia, however, with the new Counteſs his 
lifter, to whom pilgrimages were not ſo ,prejudicial, 
could not refolve upon forſaking them. All this 
time, young Antonio had not ſhown his grandfather 
the picture, repreſenting the adventures of Perian- 
Ar and Auriſtella, wherefore he was willing to let 
Him ſee it betore his taking leave of him: Nothing 
is wanting to compleat this picture, /aid he, as he 
unrolled it, but the repreſentation of all thoſe pla- 
ces, through which Auriſtella paſſed, till ſhe arrived 
at the iſland of Barbarians, in a man's habit; were 
all thoſe circumſtances drawn thereon, you would 
have at one view, every particular -of their unparal- 
leled adventures. 
Ix acquainting you therewith will oblige you in the 
leaſt, anſabered Auriſtella, T am very willing to give 
you that ſatisfaction; and will do it ſo ſuccinctly, that 
my relation ſhall not ſeem tedious to you. Know 
then, continued ſhe, that having been ſurpriſed by 
pyrates as I was walking in Denmark on the fea 
ſhore, they carried me off with Clelia my Governeſs, 
and the wives of Ulric and Tibbald. Being arrived 
at a deſart iſland, they divided among themſelves the 
booty they had gained in different places ; and being 
willing to be very exact in this diſtribution of their 
ſpoils, one of the chief of them took me for his ſhare: 
But his companions thinking he thereby aſſumed to 
himſelf more than came to his lot, he gave them 
Iikewiſe a good ſum of money to make them amends, 
with which nevertheleſs, they were ſcarcely con- 
tented. Behold me then, left alone in his power, 
and which added to my grief, I had no longer either 
my Governeſs, or Si/viana, and Leoncia, to help me 
to bear up under my misfortunes. |, - 
Mx new maſter growing ſo jealous, that he was 
even afraid of the wind's blowing upon me, obliged 
: Wendt | me 


Perſiles and Sigiſmunda. I 


g me to put on a man's habit, in which dreſs I tra- 
F verſed divers ſeas with him for ſome time, ſerving 
N him in every thing which was not repugnant to mo- 
s deſty, till one morning keeping under the coaſt of 
; your iſland, to ſecure himſelf from a ſtorm that was 
y thering, he was attacked by the Barbarians, and 
!, led as he was defending himſelf with abundance 
* of bravery; and the ſavages entering our ſhip after 
ah their victory, I was taken for a lad, and as ſuch, 
a carried to the dungeon, reſerved for the priſoners ; 
et where I found my dear Clelia, who had been 
18 brought thither by an adventure, as unfortunate 
he as mine. : Es 5 
la. HavinG informed me of the humour of theſe 
ed ſavages, as alſo of their vain ſuperſtition. and ri- 
2 7. diculous prophecy, e added, that ſhe ſuſpected my 
uld brother Periander, had been in the fame dungeon 
al- the night before ; but had not an ee of ſpeak- 
| ing to him, by reaſon of the Barbarians coming at 
the Wl day-break to fetch him thence to be ſacrificed. 
of being reſolved therefore, to be likewiſe one of the 


100 Wl trary, I was conducted as a man to the place ap- 
by pointed for that purpoſe, thinking it better to die 
fea at once with him, than a thouſand times each day 

eſs, after having loſt him. This is all you wanted to 

ed know, and you may have it added to the picture 
the BE whenever you Pied . | | 


AURISTELLA having thus concluded her ſhort 
relation Don Diego took a full view of the paint- 


d % pa. ticulars; which having heard, he /aid, they ought 
them rather to have been ingraven upon braſs, than drawn - 
= upon canvas; and defired he might keep the pic- 


ture, to have the pleaſure not only of beholding his 
grand-children during their abſence, but of retainin 
the idea of the graceful preſence of Periander, __ 
the matchleſs beauty of Auriſtella. All things be- 
ing then ready for their departure, : hey ſet out oni 


niged their Journey, not N tears and embra 2 ; 


— * 


victims in ſpite of Clelia's remonſtrances to the con- 


ing, while young Antonio explained to him all the 
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on all ſides; taking with them one of Don Die- 


£0's ſervants to. wait upon them. 38 


5 . 
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Periander and his company arrive at a ſnall towns 
"evhere their good mien procures them a handſome 
' entertatnmant. The odd adventure of two ſtudents 
V Salamanca, who pretended to haue been flawes at 
Algiers. x f c 


A FTER travelling ſome days without meeting 


LY with any thing worth recounting, our Pil- 
grims arrived at a little town, and being.come to 


the market-place they perceived a number of peo- 


ple gathered together about two young lads, to whom 
they were giving ear very attentively, Going up 
to them, like the reſt, they took them for two cap- 
tives, newly redeemed from ſlavery; becauſe they 
had ſome chains lying by them, as the tokens and 
badges of their bondage: They had alfo a cloth ex 
tended upon the ground, whereon were repreſented 
divers figures, which theſe lads were juſt beginning 
to explain to the by-ſtanders, among whom were the 
two Alcalde's of the town. 5 


Mx dear country -men, ſaid one of theſe ſparks, 


who ſeemed to be about three or four and twen- 
ty, and who took upon him to be ſpokeſman, un- 
doubtedly, as having his tongue beſt hung; this place 
which you ſee here, ſo well fortified, and upon whoſe 
ramparts you may obſerve thoſe prodigious pieces of 
artillery, which the infidels have taken away from 


the chriſtians ; This place I ſay, cried he, (pointing 


to it with a wand he had in his hand for that pur- 
poſe is the formidable city of Algiers ; the terror 
of the Mediterranean, and the haunt of pyrates, 
who ſally out of this port like ravenous wolves to 
ravage and lay vafſte the whole world; paſting even 


beyond the Ne plus ultra, of the invincible Hercules. 


This veſſel which ſeems to you ſo little; becauſe the 


rules of opticks will not allow it to be repreſented 
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arger, as being to be ſuppoſed at a great diſtance; 
this veſſel then I ſay, is a galley with twenty bench - 

es of oars commanded by this Turk named. Dra + 
ut ; who is walking the gang-way, and holding in 

His hand the arm of a chriſtian captive, which he has 


1 


juſt cut off with .one ſtroke of his ſabre. See how 


he ſwings about the arm all lo:thſome, as it ſtill is 
with blood, and uſes it as a fcourge, or bufl's pizzle, 
to laſh or bruiſe the other chriſtian prifoners ; becauſe 
they do not ply their oars ſufficiently to eſcape thoſe 
four Spani/b galleys, which are in chaſe of him, as 
you may ice with a fair wind; and of whom he is 
ſo much in dread, that he would freely give all his 
wives and children to the devil, if he thought that 
would ſave him from the hands of thofe brave Ca- 
fallians. | „ 1 
OBsERvVE. that a ſlave on the laſt bench, on the 
ſarboard ſide, whoſe face is all beſmeared with gore, 
proceeding from the ſtrokes he has received with 
the bloody arm, that js deſigned for me; whom he 
beat thus, becauſe I did not row to pleaſe him: And 
that other captive, by my fide, is my companion; 
who is not quite ſo bloody as me, becauſe he was 
not beat ſo much therewith. But my dear coun- 
trymen, perhaps I ſhould terrify and melt your com- 
paſſionate and tender hearts too much, ſhould I re- 
late to you all the barbarity of this dog Dragut, 
this monſter whom hell undoubtedly diſgorged from 
its gloomy manſions, to be the plague and ſcourge, 


of human race. I tremble myſelf, and fiudder with 


horror, oh fancying I now hear him crying. Nye. 


i, Man cbora and Denimaniyoc, thoſe oppröbrious 


Turkih' nvettives, wherewith he loads thoſe un- 
happy captives, who refuſe to yield to his fair pro- 
miſes and turn renegades. 3 . 


- * 


UxrucxiIx for this orator, one of the Alcalde's, = 


before · mentioned, had been a flave at Algiers ; and 
finding very little conformity with the truth, in all 
this young ſpark's pathetic harrangue, he pulled 


him -ſoftly by the fleeve, and drawing him a little 
out of the. drowd ; Hark you, friend, /aid he, * 
EN | | WII 


< Lizs 1241 


„80 The Adventures of 
will break the heart of all that hear you; come 
and breath a moment, you will be better able to 
gather the alms which every one will preſently give 
you. I doubt not, continusd he, but you was in 
Dragut's gally, when he was purſued by the Caffil- 
liaus; and ſo was I, as well as many other honeſt 
men ; but I do not remmember my having ſeen 
| you there; no more than the arm of the Chriſtian, 
' Whoſe blood beſmeared your face: All I remember, 
is, that Alonzo Moclin, a native of Yelez Malaga, 
was at the place where you ſay you ſat, and that 
Inſtead of laſhes with a whip, or ftrokes with 
a dead arm, or bull's pizzle, they gave us fome 
bumpers of Ceuta wine, to recruit our ſpirits which 
were exhauſted, by being obliged to work beyond 
our ſtrength. Tell me, added he, who commanded 
thoſe galleys that gave you chaſe ? Did they reſtore 
you to liberty? They were commanded by Dor 
Sancho de Leyu anſwered the pretended captive, 
ewithout being in the leaſt confounded ; and we did 
not then obtain our freedom, becauſe they cou'd 


not overtake us; however we recovered it ourſelves * 
ſince, by taking up arms in another veſſel, which was 
carrying corn from Sargel to Algiers; but we th 
brought it off to Malaga, whence we now came to! 
with deſign to ſerve the King in his army. | loe 
Tur is very commendable, anſwered the Alcalde, Car 
who had juſt called the other young ſpark to him dar 
but tell me friends, were you both made priſoners to 
together? And were you conveyed directly to 4/- tak 
giers, or to any other place in Barbary ? I was not 200 

taken at the ſame time with my. comrade, ſaid he, abo 
ewho had not ſpoken before; for I did not ſo much as Ml #4 
know him when I fell into the hands of the infidels wic 


near Alicant, being on board a ſhip that was re- aw 
turning from Genoa, but we became acquainted af - A 
terwards at Tetuan in a dungeon, where we were Lom 
both confined together: Since that time, we have 
been friends, having ſerved the ſame maſters, and 
undergone the ſame fortune ; but methinks here are 
abundance of queſtions, fox ſeven or eight paltry 5 
B | „ farthings WE © 
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farthings that have been thrown upon our cloth. 
Not too many, my briſk. gentleman, //aid the Alcalde, 
there are ſome more ſtill behind, which I hope 
you will ſatisfy me; Come hither, my brave lad, 
continued he, anſwer me boldly, how many gates 
are there in Algiers '? A very odd ſort of «queſtion, 
anſavered the firſt, every boy will tell you, it has 
as many gates as houſes. Very well, /aid 'the Al- 
calde, but pray anſvier me a little more exactly, how 
many fountains and wells of freſh water are there? 
An Algerine himſelf, replied the ſame ſpark, would 
hardly be able anfwer that; how then ſhould I, who 
never -ſaw 'the light, but thro' air-holes, except when 
] was-brought out ito my daily drudgery: I foe, 
continued he, you are not moved at our misfortunes, 
but only make a jeſt of them; wherefore, we Had 
better go farther, to find fome old chriſtians, who 
will have pity on our miſery. By no means, we- 
joined the Alcalde, it is too late to t you $0 
elſewhere 3 our roads are none of the ſafeſt; and be- 
ſides, Iam ſo much touched with your dondition, I 
lll provide you a lodging to migh 3 
Tue Alcalze then, perceiving the crier among 
the crowd, whoſe buſinets it . to Whip matefut- 
tors, when there was occaſion, Giles Berrueco, ſaid he, 
look about the market for the two firſt aſſes you 
can find, and bring them hither ; for by our holy 
dame, theſe two pretended captives, who come hither - 
to intercept the alms deſigned for the real poor, thall 
take a turn or two about the town, to make them 
acquainted with the ſtreets. I have been a flave 
about five years at Algiers, continued he, turning #0 
the two ads, and have known an hundred miitters 
h in conſcience ; nevertheleſs, T never 
ſaw them guilty of ſucli cruelty as you pretend ts 
move and impoſe upon people of a charitable and 
compaſſionate a diſpofition; and if you had — 
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the hundreth part of what you ſay, you would not 0 
have returned from thence as plump and as freſh, a, 
a couple of brawny Prieſts. Is it poſſible Mr. 4/ fi 
calde ſhould be ſo angry with us, /aid the firft of ſe 
the two lads, for being rich in memory, when we h. 
are ſo poor in pocket? Or that for a trifle not worth B. 
three farthings, he would diſgrace two honourable 
ſtudents, and deprive the King of two brave ſol- 
diers, who are going to ſerve in his army, and help 
him to extirpate the reſt of the enemies of the ca- 
tholic faith ? . 5 Te 
SixcE the truth muſt out, continued he, we are no 
| captives, nor ever deſired ſo to be; but we are 
two ſtudents of Salamanca, who being tired with 
the languid life they lead in Colleges, were wil- 
ling to ſee the world, and found no difficulty in 
gratifying our inclination, but the want.of money, 
As we were contriving. ways to ſupply this defect, 
ſome ſlaves, (undoubtedly, ſuch as we are ourſelves) 
happening to paſs thro' Salamanca, extricated us 
from our PR by ſelling us this ſhew-cloth ; 
informing us of ſeveral particulars relating to A. 
giert, and teaching us to move the paſſions of ten- 
der-hearted people. | s 
 Havins learned our leſſon then perfectly, we {et 
out with our cloth, which has enabled us to ſubſiſt 
upon the road, till we came to this town ; from 
whence, with your leave, we are going to depart, 
fince you do not approve of our inſpiring your 
townſmen with that terror which might perhaps be 
one day uſeful to them; in inciting them to repulſe 
the Algerines, or other Infidels the more reſolutely, 
when they make deſcents upon your coaſts, carry 
off your inhabitants, and make real ſlaves of them, 
as you have found by woful experience. 
Tua your zeal may not go unrewarded, ſaid the 
Alcalde, I will take care to ſee each of you have two 
or three hundred good laſhes, ſuch as the Algerines 
give their ſlaves ; and then you will know better 
than you do at preſent, how they correct idle va- 
grants ; after which I will arm each of you with an 
T | oar, 
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' dar, wherewith you will ſerve the king more "uſeful- 
ly in his galleys, than with a pike in his armies. 1 
fancy, cried the young ſtudent, you have a mind to 
f ſet up for one of the legiſlators of Athens, and would 
. have his Majeſty think you fit for a chief juſtice. 
h But know Mr. Alcalde, his counſel will not paſs it 


le over as a jeſt, if an inferior magiſtrate makes an ill 
* uſe of his authority. by inflicting ſevere puniſhments 
p for trivial offences; as alſo, that ſummum jus, ſum- 


2 na injuria. Friend, ſaid the ſecond Alcale, ub 
had not ſpoken before, take care what you inſinuate; 
no know that juſtice is ifhpartially adminiſtred here; and 
re that all the Alcaldes ever have been, are, and will 
uh be unblameable in their judgement. Speak therefore 
CY with more caution, and it may be then better for 
W = 
M g JusT as this ſecond magiſtrate had concluded his 
.&, remonſtrance, the crier returning quite out of breath, 
re) Mr. Alcalde, ſaid he, I can not find any aſſes a- 
bout the market, but only the two Aldermen, Ber- 


By rueco and Creſpo, who were walking about there, 
Al. ſent you for aſſes, blockhead, and not for Alder- 


men, ar/avered the Alcalde; however, fetch them 


Ne 

ten Whither to be preſent at the ſentence, I am going to 

| ſet Wpronounce, that it may be according to law; and 

pſiſt he execution ſhall not be put off for want of aſſes s 

rom or, thank heaven, there is no ſcarcity of them in 

art own. | i 1 

— Take care that ſame heaven does not puniſh you, 

© be e the Student, if you proceed any farther, to- 

pulſe ards ſo unjuſt a ſentence; conſider, I beg of you 

tely, er God's fake Mr Alcalde, that we have not re- 

carry Neived fo many alms to make our fortunes, or purchaſe 

hem, eſtate therewith for our heirs. We have ſcarce 
cen able toprocure ourſelves ſuſtenance by our labour, 

the hich is as fatiguing, and for as little profit as a ſca- 

e two enger. Our parents, not having bred us up to any 

erines uſineſs, have put us to our ſhifts, with which how- 

better rer we have fared fo indifferent, we ſhall get home 

Je va- ain, as faſt as we can, that we may not be ſtarv- 


ith an d. In ſhort, continued he, whip, hang; or break 
Oar, | | . 


upon 


magiſtrates. Turning then to the young ſpark: 
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pon the wheel, all vagrants, pickpockets, extortiorn- 
ers, highway- men or aſſaſſins; the. public welfare 
requires it; but you would act very contrary there- | 
to ſhould you puniſh. thoſe who make uſe of their ; 
underſtanding, only. to. ſerve. their country. And I. 
affirm; it boldly, there are no better ſoldiers than t 
thoſe who leave the college for the camp. 

EE RIANDER, with all the reſt of the by-ſtanders, 
could. not. help admiring with what eaſe, and good 
ſenſe, this ſtudent. expreſſed himſelf; upon different 
ſubjects, when he thus went on: Let Mr. Alcald. 
ſearch us all over, and if he finds about us any 
more than fix ryals, we will ſubmit to the laſhes 
with which he threatens us; but if he does not, let 
it be conſidered, if: ſuch a. trifſle, of. the loſs of which 
no body complains, deſerves ſuch a ſevere puniſf - 
ment. I ſay, therefore once more; let him 'take 
care, not to confound prejudice with- juſtice, left his 
paſſion. ſhould make him raſhly. pronounce. a ſentence, 
Which he may. repent, when it is too late. 
| BROTHER, aid the. ſecond Alcalde, whiſpering to 

the firſt, be ruled by me; contend no more with this 
ſtudent; he will teach us: our duty in the face cf 
all the inhabitants who now: take us for the ableſt of 


Tho! thou: haſt talked a good deal, my lad continued 
bg, thau haft ſpoken. nothing but what is very much: 
to the purpoſe ; and I am ſo well fatisfied therewith, 
that, Ir not-only will prevent any harm's being done 
to. you, but will entertain you this evening at my 
houſe; and will prevail on: ſome. good people to con- 
tribute. towards your ſupport, to- morrow / on conditi- 
op, You will go on directly to the army, without im- 
poſing upon fools, by the way. Here, the firſt 4, 
calde, being grown more tractable upon his col. 
league's remonſtrance, interpoſed, and ſaid he would 
carry them home with him, and give them ſome in 
ſtructions, about the cuſtoms of the Agerines, relat 
ing to ſlaves; to the end, that if they ſhould again, 
thro' misfortunes; be obliged again to have-recourkt 

to the ſame; artifiae, they. might not be taken in? 


lie, 
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lie, as they had then been by himſelf. Hereupon _ 
the ſtudents expreſſed their gratitude, for this kind 
offer; the by-ftanders extolled the charity of the A. 
calde, and our pilgrims, to their great ſatisfaction, 
ſaw — affair concluded to the advantage of the young 
ſpark s. A E > 9 I #0 | 
"Ts done, the firſt Alcalde whoſe ill humour had.“ 
prevented his obſerving Periander and his company, 
fixing his eyes then upon them with ſome ſurpriſe 
have not you ſome pictures too, honeſt friends, ſai" 
be, whoſe: plan has been ſketched out by invention: 
like that we have juſt ſeen? Periander, ſeeing young 
Antonio draw their paſſports: out of his boſom, made 
no anſwer thereto; wherefore, by theſe authentic 
credentials, anſwered the latter, you may ſee who 
we are, and whither we are going; not but that, as 
we neither aſk alms, nor have any oecaſien ſo to do, 
we might have been excuſed from ſhewing them, be- 
cauſe the roads are as fie for us as for others. Here - 
upon the Alcalde took the papers very gravely; but 
being ſcarcely able to ſpell, he delivered them to his? 
brother Alcalde; who having only learned to ſign 
his name, gave it to the Town-clerk, who happened 
to be there. 1 1 1 
Tux latter having caſt his eye over them, delivere 
them back to young Antonio, ſaying to the Alcala, 
at the ſame time, I find by theſe papers, that theſe” 
pilgrims are as richly adorned with virtue; and godd-" 
neſs, as with beauty; wherefore, if they deſign to 
ſay in this town, my houſe is at their ſervice; and 
if it were a palace, I would make them the ſame of- 
fer, without ſuffering them to go elſewhere z'-accor- 
dingly, he took them home with him, and entertained 
them plentifully, with equal elegance and good wall: 
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De pilgrimi in great danger of loffng their Hoes, in 
ode of the towns of Valencia. 5 
SCARCELY had day begun to break, when 
AHuriſtella, and Conftantiu, being willing to make 
the beſt ef the ſine weather, deſired Periander, and 
Antonio, to return their landlord. thanks for his kind 
reception, and to take their leave; which done, 
they ſet out on their journey. They had not gore 
85 far, before they met the two pretended captives z who 


fl them, the Aealde had inftructed them ſo well, 


+ » & % 


1 
[ 
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who ſeemed to command the others, approaching Pe- 
riander, and his company, good pilgrims, ſaid he, 
whom I believe to. be perſons of condition, notwith- 
ſtanding the plainneſs of your dreſs; if any of you 
have fome conſerves, or any thing comfortable a- 
mpng your baggage, (as I do not doubt but you have) 
I beg you would give me a little, to relieve: a young 
lad, who has fainted away, and whom I am conduct- 
ing, with ſome other ſoldiers, to the galleys; for be 


ing concerned not long ago in a tumult, wherein a das 
Count was killed; and they are come off better than chu 
their officers, who are to be beheaded. Ba 


rox hearing this, Conflantia could not refrain a £ 
her tears, feeling her grief revive within her for — * 
| Bs | loſs 


— 
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' Joſs of her Spouſe; bnt the ſentiments of charity 
 Bifling all emotions of revenge, ſhe took a box of 
ſweatmeats out of the baggage, and going up to the 
. waggon, Which of them is it, /aid He, who wants 
relief? That young fellow, asfiuere be, his face 
beſmeared, wham you ſee in the corner, and»who 
cannot be Ä before he dies, fince he obſtimately 
perſiſts in reſolving not to eat. The poor wretch, 
lifting then. up his head to ſee who inquired after 

him, reached out his hand to Carflantia, and taking 
the box from her, told her, Heaven would rew 


her; which faid, he lay. down again in the comer, 


a little a-part from his comrades, and the waggon 
-went on. 2 ; 7 ; Are in 
Sous days after, our pilgrims arrived at à large 
town of Mari/ces, fituated in the kingdom of Fas- 
cia, about à league from the fea ; where they noton- 
ly found one Inn ready to receive them, but as many 
as there were houſes in the place, every one preſiagg 
them to take up their quarters at his habitation. . Sur- 
'priſed at ſo much ſeeming humanity and . 
young Autonis conceived a great veneration for the 
Moriſcos z where ſore, I cannot imagine, ſaid be, 10 
Periander, why theſe people are ſo ill ſpoken of; 
they ſeem to me ſo many Saints. Upon which, 
friend Autonis, cried Periander, who di their 
true charadter better, they who receiyed the Saviour 
of the world at Jeruſalem, with fo much veſpect and 
aſfection, nailed him to the craſs a few days: after, 
with their own hands. However, continued be, let 
us accept of the lodging offered us by this venerable 
Sire; his age and looks ſeem to affure us, he is more 
to be relied on, than any of the others. > a2] 
Tur took up their quarters therefore with him, 
and he recommended them to the care f his own 
daughter; Who was ſo very handſome, 3 great many 
chriſtiags would have thought themfelves happy to 


have reſembled ler: This ſhews, that nature, like 
a good mother, diftributes her favours equally 26 the 
inhabitants of Scytbia, and thoſe of Tolede. ahd An- 
e, This hanuoous Marijee, ling + yroper. op- 


portunity . 
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portunity to addreſs herſelf ſecretly to Auriſtella and 
Conſtantia, took each of them by one hand and led 
them into a back room; where looking all around, 
fuor fear of being over-heard, and without letting 
their hands go; alas] /aid ſhe, how are you come 
like innocent and gentle lambs to deliver yourſelves 
into the power of one, who has only enticed you into 
his houſe to cut your throats. That old man, Who 
by pretending ſo much kindneſs, has drawn you in 
| hither, and whom I cannot call father without bluſh- 
ing, deſigns your deſtruction; and it is inevitable, 
if you do not prevent him. Sixteen veſſels of Cor- 
ſairs are this night to carry off all the inhabitants of 
this town, together with their Effects; for fear they 
ſhould repent, and have a mind to return. Theſe 
wretches, continued foe, imagine they ſhall meet with 
every thing in Barbary, to gratify their ſenſual De- 
tes, and promote the ſalvation of their ſouls ; with- 
out conſidering, that of a hundred colontes who have 
already removed thither, there is not one of whom 
we have had any other news, than that they ſhall 
- eternally repent their having gone thither, where 
they aredaily ſtripped of their moſt uſeful and valuable 
. Ir youdefire {as I doubt not) purſued She, not to 
fall into the ſame misfortune, but would preſerve that 
 literty you at preſent enjoy, you muſt retire. as faſt 
- as poſhble within our church, where you will find the 
. Prieſt, a good man, who will give you a kind recep- 
tion: The Town-clerk and he are tho only old Chriſti- 
ans in the place. Youwill alſo'ſee with them the Xa- 
Arague Xarifa, my uncle, a Moor, only in the name, 
but a true Chriſtian in reality; inform them of the 
trap laid for you by my father; and that they may 
not ſcruple to receive you favourably, tell them, 
' Rafla deſires them, to take you under their protection. 
Dis beauteous maiden ſpoke all this with ſuch an 
- air of ſincerity, the tears ſtanding all the while in her 
eyes, that Auriſtella did not in the leaſt queſtion the 
truth thereof  wherefore,. having thanked her for 
+ her advice, ſhe haſtened with Conſtantia to W 
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5 Perſiles aud Sigiſmunda. 
told her. "Dhey alt thought the time tos previous W 
be ſpent in deliberations ; wherefore,. they refolretl 
to take Rafia's counſel, and go to the church as the 
had direQed them. e 
Ou Pilgrims . thither, the Prieſt and 
the Xadrague, to whom they ſent in wort: che, 
came from Rafa, received them chem as gradiouſly 
as that beauteous Mor3/co had given them tom t 
hope. As ſoon as they had told what they Rad been 


. — 
Cx 


informed, we have been kept in 4 contimual ala 
theſe many days, ſaid the Prieſt, by the epEc,ỹͤtp 


— theſe veſſels from Barbary : Ages not ſeeing 
hem appear the ſea, I n to hk upon the 
news of a — upon our — as falſe; 420 be 
leſs upon my guard. Nevertheleſs, as we camotbe 
too much upon the watch to pre vide well for our 
ſafety, having ſuck vigilant eilemies, come in amd 
welcome. We have a good tower, wherein we ſen 
tify ourſelves whenever we ſee the Barbariasm ap 
pear ; and the church doors ars fo well platett ove; 
with irons, they have never yet been able to break 
them open; or to damage them by fire: 

Having: this faid, the Prieft and the Ta 
ſhut the church doors, and barricaded them with 
benches and” other pirces of timber, which 8 8 

( 


brved for that aſe: This done, they afcended; £1 
ter them x ladder, _ 


tower by a trap- door, pulling afte eo, 
— they got up therein, and being followed by 

Bartholomew, who had ledged the baggage in a 

place of ſafety, but was forced to leave his mu a 
the churqdb doro. Being arrived at the top! of thy 
tower, where they found divers heaps of large Rene, 
and ſeveral forts 6f arms; — kept an exact look- 
out, thae they might not be furpriſed, if the inſor- 
mation of Raf ſhauld prove true; Thus did they-- 

continue under the utmoſt apprehenſion, but withons 
hearing any thing approach, till the Prieſt, perceived | 
by the courſe! of the ſtars, it was paſt midnight - 
when the moon beginning to riſe, he caſt his eyes to- 
wards the fea, to try whether he- could not make any 
18 ee I 3 5 diſcovery . 


qo he Adventures | 5 
diſcovery by the light thereof; till at laſt, his fears 
grew ſo ſtrong upon him, there was not a cloud ap- 
peared upon that watry plain, which he did not 
For a Mooriſh corſair: This alarmed him to that de- 
Tree, he cauſed the alarm bell to be rung, that the 
— echoing along the coaſts and the valleys, every 
one might be upon his guard. W. er 2 
Tuis timely precaution did not hinder the Barba- 
rians, Who were indeed arrived, from approaching 
the ſhore, and landing their men; upon which; the 
inhabitants of the town, who were waiting for them, 
having already packed up whatever they deſigned to 
carry off, flocked to the ſea-ſide; where the Infidel. 
recaived them with a great ſhout, and a flouriſh of 
all their inſtruments of war. On leaving their; houſes, 
theſe Mori/cos ſet fire thereto, and endeavoured to do 
the ſame ou church doors, not that they wanted 
to get lin, becauſe there was nothing to be plundered, 
but only to ſatisfy. their vicious. inclinations, which 
prompt d them naturally to miſchief. Not being 
able to gain their ends, they vented their rage upon 
Bartholomew's mule ; by ham-ſtringing the poor 
+ beaſt ; and upon a large marble. croſs, which: they 
threw down, committing all manner of prophanations 
— ] ¾ xĩVò- ko cod rin 403 gut 
+ As they were going towards the veſſels, they ſung 
the praiſes of Mahomet, as the 'Zequs did the ſong, of 
Moſes, after their paſſing the Red Sea, but were hard- 
got on board, before they were ſenſihle of their 
folly, in delivering their wives and children into the 
bands of thoſe Iafdels, without its being in their 
power to ſave them from any violence or wrong - that 
ſhould be offered tñge n.. 
Dar already appeared, when the veſſels laden 
with the — 1 and their wealth, ſet ſail on their 
return to Barbary; and juſt as they began to gain the 
open ſea, two perſons were perceived coming towards 
The church, the one from the ſea- ſide, the other from 
the country. As they drew nigh, the Xadragque 


knew the former to be his niece Rafia, who holding 


in her hand, a croſs made of cane, cried aloud 1 I. 
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am u Chriſtian, a Chriſtian ; and at liberty to on 
myſelf ſo,; by the grace and mercy of Heaven; 


which has favoured my eſcape from my father ; and 
directed me ro a place of refuge, where no body could 
find me out. The other was the Town-clerk before- 
mentioned; who fortunately had lain that night out 
of the town, and had haſtened thither, upon ringin 


the alarm bell, to hear what was the reaſon thereof. _ 


His eyes having informed him of it but too ſoon, he 
burſt into tears, -not for the loſs of his family, becauſe 


they were then in the village, from whence he came, 


but of his houſe, which was 1educed to aſhes. 4 
Wu the veſſels were out of ſight, and the. ſun. 
fully riſen, the Prieſt with his company came down 
from the tower, and opened the church doors 
where Rafia entered immediately, with tears of joy 
in her eyes, and an emotion in her face, which added 
to her beauty. All their terror being at laſt diſpel- 
led, and every one having recovered - his fpirits, hoy 
left the ſanctuary, the church, and removed to the 
Prieſt's houſe ; where the pilgrims ſtaid two days; 
during which, Bartholomew got another mule to 
carry the baggage: Then having thanked the Price 
for his kind reception; extolled the Xadraque's zeal 
for Chriſtianity ; and embraced; the beauteous Raffle, 
who had ſaved them from ſo great danger; they ſet 
out from the town buried in aſhes, and took the 
road to Barcelona. : 6 
U My 9 2 H A E. XII. N 1 
Our pilgrims arrive at Barcelona. The remarkable” 
fory of Ambroſia. They /et out for France, 65 
the way of .Roufillon, n. 
THING remarkable. happened on their _ 
way thither, till one day on their leaving Vil. 
Ia · Real, where they had refreſhed themſelves, a 
young ſhepherdeſs dreſſed very neatly, and as bright 
as the ſun, came from under a, ſhade ; and accoſting 
them with la graceful, air, but without any: compli- 
wrols | 1 ments: 


— 
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ments: Good pilgrims, /aid foe, muſt I give? or, 
let others give it me? Lovely ſhepherdeſfs, anſwored 
Periander, if you mean jealouſy, you ought to do 
neither; becauſe if you give room for it yourſelf, 
it will prejadice your reputation; and if you let o- 
chers cauſe it. in you, it will be a diſparagement to 
your own charms : If he who is your lover has any 
underſtanding. being ſenſible of your value, he will 
eſteem, and tender you accordingly ; and if he has 
not, why ſhould you defire him for a fweet-heart ? 
| You have anfwered very well rejoined the ſhepherd- 
eſs, which ſaid, ſhe turned her back, and haſtened a- 

in under the ſhade from whence ſhe came; leay- 
— them all equally ſurpriſed at the ſingularity of 
her queſtion ; hey manner of aſking it;; her ready 
wit: and her beauty. 5 . = 

On parting with this amiable ſhepherdeſs, they 


met with nothing worth notice, till their arrival at 


Barcelona, juſt at the ſame time as four Spaniſh gal - 
leys came before the port. Having ſaluted the fort 
with ſome guns, they immediately Hoiſted out their 
barges ; one of which being adorned with rich Per. 
Han carpets, and cuſhions of crimſon velyet, a beau- 
ful lady hardly eighteen, and in a rich velvet habit, 
with another more advanced in years, and two young 
maidens genteely dreffed, took their places therein. 
A number of people had flocked to the ſea-fide, as 
uſual, both to gaze at the galleys, and thofe who 
were coming aſhore therein; nor were our pilgrims 
leſs curious than the reſb; they even approached 
ſo near, they might have handed the young lady 
omaCfge-lags e eee 
A, ſoon as the, ſet foot athore, ſhe looked around 
her on all the ſpectators, who were preſent at her 
landing; but eſpecially on Conffantia; on whom 
having fixed her eyes more attentively than on the 
others; Beauteous pilgrim, /aid ſbe, let me take 
you with me into the town, where 1 hope to acquit 


my elf, of an „ have to _ to which, . 
Oony 


_ ngvertheleſs; I believe, you are w a ſtranger. 


I hope alſa, prfvcd Sh, chaſe your — 


to the ſurpriſe you are undoubtedly in, on ſeein 


— 
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along with us, I deſire it of them, not being willing 


to deprive you of ſuch agreeable company. Yours, 
madam, anſwered Conſtantia, ſeems to me ſo good, 
we muſt be very ill judges of merit, not to take a 
pleaſure in being favoured therewith : Let us go 
then madam, wherever you would be pleaſed to lead 
us, and my friends will not fail to follow. Hereup- 
on the lady took Conftantia by the hand, and be- 
ing attended by divers cavaliers, and the principal of- 
ficers of the gallies, * they went altogether towards 
the town; Conſtantia keeping her eyes all the time 
upon the lady, without being able to remember ſhe _ 
had-ever ſeen her before. Being arrived there, they 
entered. into a ſtately houſe, where the unknown la- 
dy obliged Conſtantia, and her company to take up 
their quarters alſo; and as ſoon as the cavaliers 
who attended them, were withdrawn, ſhe addreſſed 
herſelf to them as follo vs. 1 

II is now time, my dear friends, to put an end 


one utterly unknown to you, ſo very deſirous 0 


having you under her roof, and offering you all man- 
ner of ſervice. I ſhall begin then by informing you, 


that my name is Anbroſia; that I was born in Ar- 
* ; and that my brother, Don Bernardo is the 
Officer who commands the four galleys you have 
juſt ſeen. While my brother was out at ſea, Conta- 
rino de Arbolanchex, Knight of the Order of Alcan- 


tara, fell in love with me ; and for my part, being 


hurried away by the ſorce of my ſtars, and beſides, 
knowing him to be maſter of a large eſtate, I agreed 
to take him for my huſband, without aſking the con- 
ſent of my relations. As fortune would have it, the 
very day we were married, he received an order from 
the King, enjoining him to ſet out immediately with- 

out any delay for Genoa; there to take upon him the 
command of a Spaniſb regiment, which was to be 


tranſported to the iſland of Malta; where they were 


in apprehenſion of an invaſion from the Turks. Con- 
tarino complied ſo punctually with this injunction, 
that without ſtaying to reap the firſt fruits of marri- 


age, 


Y 


and defire upon deſire, crowding in upon my ima- 


got the cloathes of a page, and dreſſed myſelf 
one of the family; and in that diſguiſe, entered 


Pay of foot, quastered about a league from my ieat, 
Of him I foon learned to beat as well as himſelf; 


pals over to Had, in queſt of my 


On crofling the diſtrict of /a 


bave forgot, endeavouring to appeaſe, was mortally 
wounded. The court being informed hereof by 
derceaſed's brother, ſent 2 Commiſſary, who 


[ * 
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age, or ſuffering himſelf to be moved by my tears, N wh 
he ſet out, the moment he had read it, only deſiring Wl ed 
the perſon who had delivered the order to him, to MW in i 
give the court an account of his exact obedience. 

. A thunder-bolt falling upon me, could ſcarce Dave 
been more terrible; J had ſuch an oppreſſion at my 
heart, I could hardly breathe. In ſhort, ſome days 

f paſſed away, during which, thought upon thought, 


gination, I fixed at laſt upon a deſign, which was 
near coſting me both my life and honour. Having 


therein, I went out of my houſe, unknown to. any 


into the ſervice of a drummer, belonging to a com- 


and another company joining us not long after, we 
Bll took the road to Cærtagena, in order to imbark 
on board my brother's galleys ; my deſign being i 
ſpouſe ; whole 
temper I knew well enough, not to fear his blamuig 
me for fo raſh an attempt. 5 | 
I was too much blinded by my paſſion, to reſleſt 
wpon the danger, to which I expoſed myſelf, ſhould 
I chance to be known by my brother, on imbarking 
en board his galleys ; for, as there are not 
hazards which love will not run, nor any diflica- 
ties which will daunt one who is poſſeſſed there- 
with, I would not deſiſt from my reſolution : I went 
along then with theſe two companions ; and in 6 
doing, met with the misfortune you will ſoon hear, 
| Koachs, we arrived 
at « ſmall town therein, where ſome of the ſoldien, 
Kifering with the inhabitants about their quarters, 3 
cumult aroſe, which a certain Count whole title [ 


the 
eiſed 
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all the foldiers making their eſcape, except a few, 
who were put into priſon, and I.unfortunately chane- 
ed to be of that number, without having any hand 
in the tumult. OH We OS 
WI were all condemned to the galleys for two: 
years; which threw me into ſuch deſpair, I refolved 
ny Wl to kill my ſelf upon the ſpot ; but the fear of a 
3s ll worſe ſtate hereafter, made me let the knife drop; 
it, not being willing to be damned, tho“ I could not 
- WE bear to furvive fuch an affront. In order therefore, 
to end my days, without being directly guilty of ſelf-- 
murder (at leaft as I fancied) I reſolved to eat ſo ve- 
ry little, that my ſevere abſtinence, together with 
my ſorrow, —_— ſoon fend me to the _ world. 
Accordingly being put into a waggon, to be conduct. 
ed to — I beſmeared my face all over, 
that I might not be known ; and keeping cloſe in 
a corner thereof, gave myſelf up to ſighs and tears, 
til we arrived at Cartagena, where the galleys not 
being returned from er „ve were ſent to pri- 
ſon, and ſtrictiy guarded. Perhaps, pur ſura oe, you 
may not remember your meeting a waggon upon 
the road, wherein was à criminal, to whom this 
beatifu) pilgrim, (pointing to Conſtantia) gave a boy 
df ſweet-meats when jaſt dying. Ves, /aid Cons 
ſtantia, I remember it very well. It was me, a. 
ferred Ambrofia, whom you then ſo eharitably re- 
lieved. I obſerved you all, thro' the fides of the 
waggon, ant notwithſtand my grief and ilneſs,.. 
could not help admiring you, DD, 3 
To retutn from whence F have digreſſed, the 
galleys came back into port, with a Moariſb bri 


tine, they had taken; and as ſoon as they arrived 
here, we were conducted thither, to he loaded with 
irons. They began, by ſtripping the ſoldiers of theis 
baths, to give them others, more fit to handle the 
oer; which done, they come to do the fame:by: me; 
ind becauſe my face was very. dirty, the offiter; whs- 
looks after the ſlaves, ordered it to Be waſhed:; n 
akneſs not ſufft ring me to du it myſelf; Herrupon 
1 the barber, who ſhaved the others eyging: mie: very: - 
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attentively, either I am much miſtaken, ſald be, or I 
all not blunt my razors about this beard. What 
did they mean by ſending hither this ginger-bread 
youngſter ; as if our galleys were made of ſugar- cakes 
and our rowers of ſweec-meats? Tell me, poor wretch, 
continued he, what crime can'ſt thou-have committed, 
which deſerves ſuch a puniſhment ; I dare ſware, thou 
ſuffereſt only for the offence of others: Addreſſing 
himſelf then, to the above-mentioned officer, I be- 
lieve Sir, /aid he, it will not be amiſs, to let this pu - 
ny creature, wait upon the General, in the great cab- 
bin, for he will not be worth a half-penny at the 
—_ if 6 WE 
Tunis propoſal thunder-ſtruck me to that degree, I h 
fell into a ſwoon, and was thought dead for ſome mi- 
nutes ; and as they told me, I did not come to my- 
ſelf in four hours; during which, various things were 
given me, in order to my recovery. In this interval, 
opening my boſom, to give me the more room to 
| breathe, they found me to be a woman; which diſ- 
covery, had I then been ſenſible, would have ſhocked 
me more than my misfortune itſelf. Not to keep 
vou longer in ſuſpence, when I came fully to myſelf, 
the firſt objects that met my eyes, were my brother, 
and my huſband, who were holding me in their arms; 
and I am greatly ſurpriſed, the very fight ef them did 
not make me quite dye away with ſhame, and confu- 
ſion. What means this diſguiſe, ſiſter, ſaid Don Ber- 
nardo? What is the reaſon of this:metamorphoſis, MI for 
* deareft half of my ſoul, cryed Contarino, at the ſame Wl lon, 
time, On ſeeing you in this garb, were I not intire- MW whe 
ly ſatisſied of your virtue, this ſword ſhould, put it MM liey 
out of your power, to prevent my taking, another wife | 
in your ſtead. How, . /aid Don Bernardo, is my fiſter M pilg 
your ſpouſe! This is as ſurpriſing to me as the meet- 
ing her in this maſquerade ! Not but that if the go | 
church has joined your hands, I have nothing to ob- Co 
ject againſt it, but ſhould approve thereof with joy, ſely 
could I but ſee Ambroſia reſtored to health, and hear the 
by what ſtrange caprice of fortune ſhe fell in this gal 
manner into our hands. * % er 
"Ws | 8 Br the 
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By this time being intirely recovered, brother, 
cried 1, to Dox Bernardo, I am as certainly wife to 
Contarino de Arbolanchex, as I am Ambrojia, and 
your ſiſter. Love and your abſence gave him me for 
a huſband ; and as he left me on the very wedding- 
night without enjoyment, I growing raſh, deſperate and 
inconſiderate, reſolved to follow him in this, diſguiſe: | 
Having thus premiſed, I related all I have been now _ 
telling you, which they readily believing, pitied my- 
misfortune, and almoſt ſtifled me with embraces. 
My brother then told me, he had recovered Contari- 
no that very morning from the Moors, who had taken, 
him- in his paſſage from Barcelona to Genoa in a 
ſmall veſſel ; as alſo, that he knew him not, till the 
very moment when he was endeavouring to recover 
me from my Swoon. This adventure may ſeem ro- 
mantic to you, however, it is very true: And the 
lady you ſaw in the barge with me, who is going to 
Genoa with her two grand-daughters, in my brother's 
galleys, lent me the cloaths I have now on; which 
I will keep till I can have others made for me in this | 
city. All I have to add is, that if you are going to "4 
Rome, as I think I heard you ſay, I will take care | 
my brother ſhall land you at the neareft port thereto ; 
he will not refuſe me ſuch a ſmall ſervice, for perſons 
to whom I am perhaps, indebted for my life. You 
will not want refreſhments during that ſhort paſſage, 
for I will provide ſo well 2gainft it, that I will no 
longer be your debtor for the box of ſweetmeats 
wherewith you ſo generouſly and ſo ſeaſonably re- 
lieved me. h . 
AMRROSTA having thus concluded her ſtory, the 
pilgrims thanked her for her kind offer, but did not 
accept thereof, Auriſtella having before reſolved to 
go by land: And ſoon after Don Bernardo and Senor 
Contarino, coming in, they ſat down to refreih them- 
ſelves at a ſplendid entertainment. That very day, 
the ſea happening to grow tempeſtuous, ſo that the 
galleys were forced for their ſafety, to put off a little * 
from ſhore, the gentlemen of Barcelona, who are 
the moſt generous and polite of all the cavaliers in 
Vol. II. K Catalonia, 
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Catalonia, took advantage thereof to regale Ambroſia, 
with her brother and ſpouſe, at their reſpective hou- 
ſes; to all of which, our pilgrims were allo invited. 
The weather proving fair, a' few days after, every 
one prepared to leave Barcelona; Ambrefia. return- 
ing to Arragon, in obedience to her huſpand; who 
would not take her with him to Jtaly ; being of opi- 
nion, that let a wife be ever ſo handſome, her com- 
pany is always troubleſome in war; while Auriſtella, 
Periander, Conſtantia and Antonio ſet out for France, 
which they entered by Roufillon. | 


— 


5 CHAP. . $9 
Our pilgrims arrive at Perpignan. A generous acti. 
on of Conſtantia. «Their meeting with three beau- 


_ tiful French ladies. 


N their way thither, all their diſcourſe turned 
upon the adventure of Ambroſia; whoſe raſh 
undertaking they eaſily excuſed, on account of her 
tender years; laying upon love all the blame of an 
action, whereof that alone could have made her guil- 
ty. Being arrived at Perpignau, they ſtoped at an 
inn, under the gate of which was a table ſurrounded 
by a great crowd, who were looking on two men 
playing at dice. Surpriſed to ſee ſo many ſtanders- 
by, and ſo few gameſters, Periander could not help 
aſking the reaſon ; and was aniwered, that he of the 
two who proved the loſer, was to ferve the King in 
his gallies for fix months; while his antagoniſt would 
win twenty ducats, which his m:jeſty's Officers had 
laid down to induce them to try their luck, The 
game being over, the winner took the duca:s, and 
the loſer having a great chain faſtened to his legs, 
they were juſt going to carry him to priſon, with o- 
ther ſlaves, who were to be conducted to Roſes next 
day: Juſt then a number of people were ſeen com- 
ing towards the inn; in the midit of which, was a 
- Koman all in tears, with a good looking man __ 
| 3 y 
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u- ly dreſſed, bringing with him five or ſix children, ; 
d. the biggeſt of which was not above ſeven years old. 


ry THE poor woman holding in her hand a cloth full 
n- of different ſorts of money: Take gentlemen, /aid 
10 foe to the Officers, what money you pleaſe, and give 


me back my huſband : His good temper and tender 

heart coſts our Sovereign twenty ducats ; and my fa- 

ther, whom you ſee here with my children, has lent 

me more to ſatisfy you. My raſh ſpouſe, purſued 

ſhe, never Conſidered what he was about, when he 

took the dice; his ſole view was to get ſuſtenance 

for me, and my-wretched innocents, who live only 

by his labour. A pint of wine too much, my poor 

dear, ſaid then the unfortunate Culprit, incited me 

to try my fortune; but dry up your tears; fix 

months is no long time; when I have tugged well at 

the oar, I ſhall handle the ſpade the better ; and 

ſhall learn by the abſtinence I ſhall be there forced to 

on holy-days, to keep away from the tavern on Sun- 

days. The cries of the children prevented the hear 

ing what farther paſſed between the huſband and the > 

wife; till the ſerjeants going to carry away the for- 

mer, bid the latter dry up her tears; for, tho' 

ſhe ſhould ſhed as many as there were drops of water 

in the ſea, it would not be ſufficient to obtain her. 

deine. = SE 1 

THE children redoubled their cries at the melan- 

cholly ſight of their father, bound with a dreadful 

chain; which moving ſcene, raifing the compaſſion 

of our pilgrims, they addreiled themſelves to the 

officers; and prevailed fo far upon them, by their 

chriſtian remonſtrances, that they couſented to take 

their money again, and releaſe the man. Nor was 

this all, for the tender hearted Confantia being great- 

ly affected · with the tears and innocence of the chil- 

dren, could not forbear relieving them in their ne- 

ceiſity; but taking out fiſty pieces of gold; delivered 

them to the grandfather ; which generous action 

| ſeemed ſo noble to all the by-ſtanders, that every one 

bleſſed the pilgrims, and extolled them to the ſkies.: 
; 7 2 ._ "Iu 
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Two Days after, they arrived upon the frontiers 
of France; and having croſſed Languedoc, and enter. 
ed Provence, came to an inn, where they met three 
French ladies, ſo exceeding handſome, that had it 
not been for Auriſtella, they might have contended 


with any for the prize of beauty; and by their ap. 


pearance and retinue, it was eaſy to perceive they 


were of great quality. As ſoon as they ſet eyes on 
our pilgrims, they were ſtruck with admiration at 
their ſingular charms and graceful mein; particular. 
ly at thoſe of the two ladies, whom they accoſted 


With great civility : Mean while Periander addrefling 


himſelf to one who ſeemed to be one of their fervants, 


and inquiring their names and quality, received the 


following account. 1 ; 
The Duke of Nemours, one of the princes of 


the blood of France, is one of the moſt gallant 
cavaliers in the kingdom, and the greateſt lover of 


his pleaſure : Being poſſeffed of immenſe riches, he 


is reſolved to conſult his own inclinations, when he 


.engages in matrimony, and not thoſe of another. In 
compliance with this fancy, he has refufed the mo 


advantagious matches ; and ſays, tho' Kings may 


" oblige their ſubjects to take what wives they pleaſe, 
they can not compel them to like them afterwards, 
Being determined therefore to pleaſe himſelf, he has 


ſent divers of his domeſtics to the ſeveral provinces of 


France, in ſearch of a young lady of ſingular beauty 
and noble extraction; deſiring no ot her portion with 


her than an illuſtrious birth, and uncommon charms. 
Accordingly, having heard theſe three ladies highly 
- extolled,, he comm:nded me to come hither, and 
| fee whether their beauty was anfwerable to what had 
been reported of it; as alfo, at the ſame time, to 


have their pictures drawn by a celebrated limner, 


whom I have brought with me for that purpoſe. 
They are all maidens, and as hardſome as young. 


The eldeſt of them, whoſe name is Delea ſira, is very 


diſcreet, and very beautiſul; but ſhe 1s alſo very 
poor. The ſecond, who is called Bellarmina, is ex- 


tremely graceful aud witty, but then her circum- 


ſtances 


* 
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Kances are but indifferent. The third, named Feli. 
cia- Flora, has this advantage over the other two, 
that ſhe is not only as young, and as handſome, but 
.has a fine eſtate. They have all heard of my maſter's * 
deſign, and by what I can perceive, are each of them 
defirous to be his wife ; wherefore under the ſpecious 
pretence of going to Rome to the Jubilee, which is to 
be. there ſolemnized the next year, they have left 
their own country, with an intent to make Paris in 
their way; that the Duke may there ſee them in 

erſon; having each of them fo good an opinion of 
— own merit, to imagine he can not eſcape her. 
But ſince your coming hither with your two female 
pilgrims, I am reſolved to overthrow all the hopes 
wherewith theſe three ladies flatter themſelves, by 
8 my maſter the picture of the eldeſt: For L 
do not believe, nature ever produced one, of whom 
it may be ſo truly ſaid, ſhe is the image of her Crea- 
tor If ſhe is ſingle, and of noble extraction, (as 
there is no room to doubt it) I can aſſure you before- 
hand, my maſter's Servants may give over all farther 
ſearen; and the Duke will have nothing more to 
deſire. Oblige me ſo far as to tell me her name; 
and whether ihe is pre- engaged; as alſo, who are the 
happy mortals to whom ſhe owes her being? | 

Tao" Periander generally loved to hear Auriſtella 
extolled, he was by no means well pleaſed at this 
time, with the commendations of this ſervant : How- 
ever, he anſwered him, that her name was Auri/tet- 
la; that ſhe was going to Rome; and was ſo much 
at liberty to diſpoſe of her affections, that ſhe would 
not enter into any engagement with the po = 
Prince upon earth; becauſe ſhe had already devoted. 
herſelf to the King of heaven. Wherefore, continued 
he, were you to have her picture drawn, it might 
only render your maſter uneaſy, ſhould he unfortu- 
nately fall ſo much in love with her, to be willing to 
make her his wife. No matter, cried the Servant, 
I muſt carry him her picture, were it only for the ca- 
riofity of it, and to ſpread the fame of her beauty 


thro'out: France; | 
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Tux ſervant having thus ſaid, and taken leave, 
Periander determined to be gone immediately from 
that inn, that the painter might not have time to 
put it in execution; and accordingly, ordered Bar- 
thelom:2v to get the baggage ready immediately; as 
he did, but not without murmuring inwardly. The 
domeſtic above-mentioned, ſurpriſed at ſuch a preci- 
pitate departure, addrefling hlmſelf again to Perian- 
der; I could have wiſhed, ſaid he, you would have 
ſaid here a little while, to give the limner an op- 
portunity of exercifing his pencil; but ſince you do 
not mtend it, Heaven take you under its protection: 
Your ſudden departure will not prevent my having 
Auriftella*s picture; the painter having told me, 
that notwithſtanding his having ſeen her but once, 
ner features are fo ſtrongly imprinted on his memo- 
ry, he ſhall be able to draw them as well as if ſhe 
was before him: On hearing this, Periander curſed 
the hmner's dexterity, and fet out from the inn that 
inſtant, that he might not view her a ſecond time, 
More attentively, and went on to another. 


_ 
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| CHAP. XIV. 

The ſurpri fing adventure of Periander and Antonio. 

. - Aurittella overcome with ſorrow, diſcovers his 
true quality, and her own, una wares. 


A FTER this, nothing extraordinary befel our 
{4 A pilgrims; till one day, when the Sun beams 
durted aimoſt perpendicularly upon them, and began 
t) overcome them, arriving at a noble country ſeat, 
which ſtoↄd a little out of the road, they thought to 
reſt themſelves under the ſande thereof, during the 
ſultry heat; and Bartholomew unloaded the baggage, 
in order to their refreſhing themſelves. According: 
ly, having ſpread a carpet upon the graſs, and laid 
tween what proviſion was in his cuſtody, our pil: 
-gr.ms ſcated themſelves round it, and were juſt be- 
ginning to ſatisfy the call of nature, when Bartholr- 
me happening by chance to lift up his eyes, cried 
| | | 7 out 


Perſiles and Sigiſmunda. 103 
ve, ¶ out on a ſudden, get you out of the way all of you; 
om ſomething is falling down upon you, from the clouds, 
to which may cruſh you in pieces. Hereupon, they all 
ar- looked up; and ſaw a ftrange ſort of a figure, flying 
as down towards them with great rapidity ; which came 
The to the ground cloſe by Periander, before they knew 
eci- Ml what to make thereof. In effect, what ſhould it be, 
but a very handſome lady, who had juſt been thrown 
from the top of the houſe, under whoſe ſhade they 
were ſitting ; and was born up, as ſhe fell, by the 
largeneſs of her petticoats, as by wings; ſo that ſh 
ſeemed, to come flying from the clouds. 5 
Tno' the poor lady was not hurt by her prodigious 
fall, ſhe remained in a manner, motionleſs, with the 
fright, as were likewiſe all who had ſeen her danger; 
when they were again alarmed, by the outcries of a- 
nother woman, on the leads of the ſame houſe, who 
clinging fait round a man, ſeemed to uſe her utmoſt 
efforts, to prevent his throwing her headlong. Help, 
for heavens ſake, help, gentlemen, /aid foe, I am loft, 
if you do not come quickly to my aſſiſtance. By 
this time, the lady, who had been ſaved ſo miracu- 
louſly, being come a little to herſelf ; good pilgrims, 
 cryed he, if any of you dare go up to thoſe leads, he 
will ave my children, and ſome weak women, from 
the fury of a madman 3 who is going to ſend them 
headlong from thence, as he did me. On hearing 
this, Periander being incited thereto, by generoſity 
and compaſſion, ran up by a door, which the lady 
ſhewed him, and in a few moments, they ſaw him 
engaged with the ſaid Man, and endeavouring t0 
wreſt from him a knife, to ſave himſelf from being 
ſtabbed therewith. In ſo doing, ſo violent were the 
ſtruggles on both ſides, that at laſt, they fell from 
the top of the houſe, faſt locked in each others arms; 
the madman pierced to the heart, with his own knife, 
and Periander bleeding ſo faſt, at the mouth and nole, - 
they thonght him killed upon the ſpot. — 
AURISTELLA, fully perſuaded thereof, threw 
herſelf, without any regard, and abnoft without ſen- 
ſes, upon him, and gluing her mouth, as it were, to 


that 
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that, of that dear object of her affections, ſeemed de: 
firous of receiving therein what remains of life were 
left ; which however, ſhe could not have done, had 
he been really expiring that moment, becauſe her 
own teeth were ſo fait cloſed, ſhe could not even 
fetch her breath: Mean while Con/tantia was ſo ter. 
rifyed, ſhe could not ſtir to her aſſiſtance, but ſtood 
motionleſs, in the place whence ſhe had feen their 
fall, as if her feet had taken root there, or ſhe had 
been transformed into a ſtatue. Antonio, tho? as much 
thunder-ſtruck at this diſaſter, as ſhe, was willing to 
ſeperate the two bodies, notwithſtanding he looked 
upon them, but as two corpſes ; while Bartholomew 
expreſſed his grief by his tears; being the only one 
who had the power of venting his ſorrow that way. 
WIIIX they were all under this oppreſſion of ſpi- 
Tits, and none of them able to utter the leaſt com- 
plaint, ſome perſons who had ſeen two men fall 
from the houſe together, turned aſide from the 
road, to know the meaning of ſo odd an accident. 
'Theſe were Delea ira, Bellarmina, and Felicia-Fl:. 
ra, the three French Ladies before-mentioned, with 
their domeſtics. No ſooner had they approached 
tae place, where Periander and Auriſtella lay extend- 
ed at their length, but they knew them again ; their 
fingular beauty having made the fame impreſſion up- 
on theſe Ladies, as it never failed to do upon all 
others, who once ſet eyes upon them. Scarce had 
they 'diſmounted to give them all the aſſiſtance in 
their power, when they were ſurrounded by ſeven 
or eight horſemen, well armed who had followed 
them ata little diſtance : one of whom ſeiſing inſo- 
lently on Felicia-Flora, and placing her before him, 
upon his ſaddle-bow where he held her forcibly, cri- 
ed out to the reſt that accompanied him, It is all 
over my friends; I have got what T wanted; leave 
the others, and let us be gone. No, no, /aid 
young Antonio, who had always his bow ready at 
Hand. you ſhail not come off ſo ; and according]y 
fixing his eyes on this raviſher, he let fly an _—_ 
| . | WE 
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with ſo true an aim, that without hurting the lady, 
it pierced him quite thro' the body, and he fell 
from his horſe. On ſeeing this, one of his compani- 
ons ruſhed upon Antonio, and without giving him 
time to fit another arrow to his bow, gave him 
ſuch a cut on the head, that he droped down im- 
mediately, rather dead than alive. e 

By this time, the ſervants of the houſe being a- 
larmed, ran out to the relief of the ladies; and 
joining their attendants, who were defending their 
miſtreſſes to the utmoſt of their power, attacked the 
raviſhers ſo vigorouſly, that no longer having him at 
their head, who both commanded, and was to have 
rewarde:: them, they did not think fit to venture 
their lives to no purpoſe ; but betook themſelves 
to flight as faſt as poſſible. As but little claſhing of 
ſwords was heard in this ſkirmiſh, ſo but few lamen- 
tations were made by the two afflicted fair ones ; on- 
ly ſome Broken ſighs and groans eſcaping now and 
then from them. y heaven, not having -determin- 
ed to let them dye for want of utterance, reſtoring 
at laſt, Auriſtella to her ſpeech, ſhe broke out inta 
the following complaints without confidering the pe- 
ple about her. _ "Ig 

ALas! ſaid foe, I am ſeeking breath in a dead 
corpſe, which is a thing im le! and had there 
been any, how could I have been ſenſible thereof, 
when paſt breathing myſelf! Ah my dear brother, 
how terrible was this fall, which, by depriving you 
of life, blaits all my hopes. Your misfortune 'whs 
great, for you was great; and the thunder generally 
lights upon the higheſt mountains. You was a moun- 
tain, but you concealed your heigth under the ſhade 
of your prudence. You ſought your happineſs in 
my felicity, and death has robbed you thereof, as 
it will ſoon ſend me after you. Unhappy Queens, 
who brought us forth, you will quickly follow us, 
when you hear of our misfortunes ! : 

THese words 2ueens, Great and High Mountain, 
made the ſpectators liſten attentively, and filled 
chem with admiration, as did afterwards the Aw 

| . II 
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lamentations of Conſtantia, over her brother Ant. 
io. Felicia Flora, likewiſe conſidering he was re. 
-duced to that ſtate only for having ſaved her hy. 
- -nour, aſſiſted this ſorrowful fiſter in cleanſing the 
wound, and wiping away the blood lightly with 
her hankerchief. Good heavens ! ſaid the 2MiQed ap 
 Conftantia, keeping her eyes fixed upon this der iſ 3 
brother, what avails the rank to which fortune ha 
raiſed me, if in depriving me of thee, it robs me «f 
more than-it has given me. Open thy eyes, my 
brother, unleſs thou would'ſt have me cloſe mine 
: Mercifal heaven ! if you will take him now from 
me, at leaſt, let one and the ſame grave re- unite us: 
Having thus ſaid, ſhe fainted away, as Auriſtella had 
juſt done before. : 
Tux lady, who had been thrown from the top of the 
- houſe, being then come fully to herſelf, and looking on 
_ - herſelf, as the cauſe of Periaxder's misfortunes, com: 
manded her ſervants to carry him into the houſe, and 
lay him in the bed of her huſband ; whoſe body ſhe 
had removed into another apartment, till care was 
taken of his funeral rites. Bartholomew allo 
took his maſter Antonio in his arms, and convey- 
ed him to a chamber adjoining to Periander's; and 
ſoon after, when 3 and Conſtantia had a 
little recovered their ſenſes, Deleaſira and Bellar- 
mina, ſupported the former under the arms and Fe. 
licia Flora did the ſame by the latter, while the la- 
dy newly become a widow conducted them into the 
© houſe, which was ſo large, and fo rich'y furniſhed, 
it might have been taken for the palace of a 
- petty Prince. 
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CH AP. XV. | 
Je fory of Claricia, and Count La Roche, the bu. 
hand. The reaſon of the attempt made on Felicia- 
Flora, Periander and Antonio recover. The 
departure of the pilgrim's from Claricia's. Felicia- 
Fiora's danger 3 and her deliverance, by the young. 


re. 
ho- 
the 
With 
Qed 


dear | . 7 | 

wo Antonio. | | | | 

e of HILE the diſconſolate Aurifella, and Conflan- 
* lia, were too much overwhelmed with ſorrow, 
ron ) admit of any comfort, and the Surgeons ordered 


riander and Antonio, to be kept as quiet as poſſi- 
le, the three French ladies, who had conceived too 
reat eſteem for them, to reſolve upon leaving them, 

that deplorable condition, begged the favour of 


Us: 


Had 


f th laricia (if ſhe thought proper) to inform them of the 
52 auſe of her huſbands phrenzy, and her misfortuhe; 
and ich ſhe did accordingly, in the manner following. 
„e! Brroxs Count La Roche made his addreſſes to 
1 m 2 he courted one of his own relations, named Lore-. 


a, and ſhe had ſome reaſon to expect ſhe ſhould have. 
een, one day his wife. Finding herſelf diſappoint-. 
{ of her hopes, ſhe diſſembled her chagrin thereat, 


alfo 


nvey- 


* ad in order to be effectuall) revenged, not only 
ar- mitted of his viſits in the ſame manner as before 
1 E. marriage, but made him ſeveral preſents from 
e h. Ine to time, which were rather gallant than rich. 
o the aving often repeated this, ſo as to prevent all ſuſ- 
imed, ion of any ill deſign, like another Dejanira, ſhe 


at him ſome ſhirts admirably wrought, one of 
ach he had not long put on, before it produced 

moit the ſame effect, as the poiſoned one did upon 
lercules; for it intirely deprived him of all his ſen- 
„ and made him lie two days as abſolutely dead, 
otwithſtanding the ſhirt was pulled off inſtantly, on 
lipicion that one of Lorena's ſervants who was eſ⸗ 
emed a ſorcereſs, might have laid ſome ſpell there- 
And when he came again to life, his brain was 


of a 


AP, 


fatally turned, that every one of his actions gave 
ident proofs oFthe moſt confirmed and raging lu- 
KO 1 I ER 
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nacy: In ſhort he became ſo mad, and fo miſchie. 55. 
vous, we were forced to keep him chained, and o 7/ 
prevent the ill effects of his extravagance. tuc 
DNxrORrUNATETT for himſelf however to-day 2. of 
bout noon, having found the means to get aff hill wo 
cChains without being perceived, and ſetting eyes up. for 
on me, (againſt whom he has always ſhown a pir. lor 
ticular fpleen ever ſince his madneſs,) he ran after wit 
me like a lion: And following me upon the lead, ane 
whither I had fled for my life; before I could fal. fitt 
ten the door, he threw me from the top thereof, nol aſk 
having ſtrength to defend myſelf againſt him, and tha 
had reduced me to ſhatters, had not heaven miracu.Wi wil 
louſly made my cloaths, the means of my preſervati-Wif cor 
on. My two children and one of my women had 
undergone the ſame fate, had not the generous pi. abc 
_ grim, to his own misfortune, prevented his execut-Wif an « 
| 8 * deſperate purpoſe. | ly 
IIR Claricia, was giving this account to the tha 


French ladies, the Surgeons were dreſſing the wound, con 
and ſetting the diſlocated bones of the unhappy P. of! 
riander. This done, they gave him ſome medicine had 
ſuitable to his caſe ; ſoon after which, his pulſe ſeen and 
ed to beat more regular, and he began to know the bru 
people round about him, eſpecially Auriſtella, whonM wit 
accoſting with a low faint voice, ſo as not to be hea nat! 
by any other: Siſter, /aid he, I die in the catholq all t 
faith, and ſtill preſerve inviolate the promiſe I mad his 
you, never to ceaſe loving you. He could hard dou 
bring out theſe laſt words; wherefore the Surgeon inte 
ordered all company, to keep away from him dui. add: 
ring the remainder of that day. This done, they dan 
dreſſed the wound of young Antonio; and having pre! 
viewed it well, declared it was not ſo dangerouff poſe 
as had been apprehended, by reaſon of its largeneſ 2 
adding they would be anſwerable for his life. Here well 
upon Felicia · Flora gave them ſome money, to in the) 
courage them to uſe their utmoſt ſkill, and Conſan and 
tia not knowing thereof, did the ſame ; while theſſi ledg 
honeſt gentlemen, like Lawyers ang Bailiffs, took i 9 


from them both, without any ſcruple. 
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Ir was almoſt a month before Periander and An 

ronio recovered their healtd; during which, Felicia 
Flora ſeldom-ſtirreh from Antonio's bed - ſide; grati- 
tude for his ſervice in delivering her from the hands 
of her raviſher, which had alſo been the cauſe of his 
wound, having inſpired her with ſuch a kindneſs 
for him, as was not eaſy to be diſtinguiſhed from 
love : However, ſhe always behaved towards him 


{chie- 
nd to 


ay a 
f his 
es up- 


ö Per. 


after with the diſcretion and modeſty of a woman of rank 

leads, and virtue. One day, among the reſt, as ſhe was 
d fil. i fitting by him, and he began to grow better, he - 
t, not aſked whether ſhe knew the perſon who had made 


that inſolent attempt, or his reaſon for ſo doing; I 
will tell you both in two words, ar/wered fe ; ac- 
cordingly ſhe did ſo, and began as follows. | 
THAT cavalier whoſe villanous intent you rendered 
abortive, is named Rubertin; and he was maſter of 


, and 
iracu. 
IVatie 
n had 
is pil. 
xecit. 
ly reſide. Having conceived an affection for me, 
that was rather vicious than honourable, he had re - 
bund, courſe to all manner of means, to get me to approve 
y P. of his addreſſes; but Fame, who is not always a lyar, 
Licines had already appriſed me, that he was of a wavering 
and capricious temper ; as alſo, that he was naturally 
brutal and cruel ; and the woful experience his firit 
wife had made thereof, gave me no manner of incli- 
nation to undergo the ſame: I rejected therefore, 
all the propoſals of marriage that were made me in 
his name, by our common friends. Nettled, un- 
doubtedly at being repulſed, he followed me, with 
intent to have carried me off by force; when your 
addreſs in handling your bow, delivered me from io 
dangerous an enemy; nor can I ever ſufficiently ex- 
preis how much T am obliged. to you, for having ex- 
poſed your life to preſerve my honour. : 
As ſoon as the two wounded pilgrims were pretty 

well recovered. and their ſtrength began to return, 
they went together with Auriſtella and Conſiautia, 
and took leave of Claricia, and after mutual acknow- 
ledgements for ſexvices received, they ſet out in pur- 
ok i fuit of their journey; being accompanied with the 

Vol. II. L three 


to the 


an eſtate adjoining to one of mine, where I general- 
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three French ladies, who were too much delighted 
with their converſation to part with it fo ſoon; and 
treated them with abundance of reſpect: The words 
Auriſtella had let ſlip in the heigth of her ſorrow, 
having made an impreſſion upon thoſe ladies very 
much to the advantage of our pilgrims ; nor did thei 
noble mein, and the gracefulneſs of their perſons 
contribute a little thereto. Accordingly, not think. 
ing it proper for two perſons juſt recovered from ill. 
neſs, to truſt too much at firſt to their own ſtrength, 
they obliged them to ride; and Felicia-Flora, who 
could not eaſily forget the ſervice done her by young 
Antonio, kept always by his fide... © — 
As they were thus travelling along, and diſcourſing 
ſometimes of Rubertin's raſh enterpriſe, and ſome: 
times of Count La- Roche's madnefs, and Claricia's 
miraculous flight, (which they could never have be. 
lieved, had they not beheld it with their own eyes, 
they arrived at a river, which ſeenied not eaſy to be 
forded. Periander therefore propoſed to ride along 
by the fide of it, in queſt of a bridge ; but the others 
did not approve thereof; and juſt like a flock of 
Jheep, who when one runs through a gap will all 
follow); Bellarmina having entered the water, the 
reſt of the company went in after; Periander keep - 
Ing cloſe to Aurifiel/a and Antonio in the middle be- 

tween Conſtantia and Felicia- Flora. 
UNHAPILx for the latter, her head growing dizzy, 
ſhe fell off her horſe in the midſt of the river; which 
young Antonio ſeeing, leaped in after her, in a mo- 
ment, and catching hold of her, placed her upon 
his ſhoulders, and in that manner ſwam over with her, 
like another Europa, to the oppoſite ſide. As ſoon 
=as:ſhe had recovered herſelf and reffected on this ſe- 
cond good office which young Antonio had juſt ren- 
dered her; you are a Spaniard, cried ſhe, that 1s 
as much as to ſay, Heaven has raiſed you up for the 
' ſervice of the ladies, whenever they ſtand in need ot 
yo r aſſiſtance. If this advantage, madam, anſwered 
Antonio, did not always ariſe from your danger, | 
mould value it above the beſt fortune that could befal 
5 5 24 me; 
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ted me; but as it always proceeds from your misfortunes, 

and Nit does not pleaſe me ſo much as it afflicts me. Hav- 

vords ing thus ſaid, they purſued their journey, and arri- 

row, Med that night at a ſpecious inn, where they found 

very ¶ ſuffcient lodging for them all; and where they met 

= with what you will find in the next chapter, 

rſons 5 

ink 1 8 2 

1 ill | CHART XVI. 

8th The divertins dialogue that paſſes at the inn, be- 

Megs tween Conſtantia, Louiſa of Salavera, Periander, 

dung ll 2rd Auriſtella. The fory of the diſconſolate 
avidow. VE | | 

ring ll | | 

n UCH odd incidents happen ſometimes in the 

cia 8 world, that becauſe they do not fall out often, 

> bee Wt cy who relate them are ſuſpected to be lyars ; 

ehe which makes us think it would be the wiſeſt way to 

(0 be 


bury them in ſilence, according to the advice of the 
following verſes; which are not the leſs judicious, 
ſor being old. 5 | 995 


k of - : 

| all Newer relate in company. 
the | What does belief furpaſs 3 

eep⸗ Unleſs thou would reputed be 


. be: | Har or an aſs. "> 


Lr who will take that counſel, while we return 

22), so the inn, where the firſt perſon Conſtantia met as: 
hich WW ſoon as ſhe entered, was a good handſome woman, 
mo- about twenty-two, and pretty neatly drefſed in a 
pon WW Span; habit. On hearing Conſtantia ſpeak the 
her, WI Caſtillian tongue, ſhe came up to her with great 
ſoon {eagerneſs ; and accoſting her, Heaven be praiſed 
s fe- beauteous pilgrim, ſaid the, that I meet here ſome 
ren- of my own country-folks,. if not ſome of my own 
it 1s town. Heaven be praiſed, that I ſhall hear once 
the more the words Yuefſa Merced, and not Vucſſa Seno- 
1 of a, which all the world uſe to each other, in this 
cred ¶ country, to the very ſcullions in the kitchen. You 
r, | Mare a Spaniard, then cried Conflantia ? Yes, un- 
efal I doubtedly, anſwered the unknown, and of the beſt | 
bac „ > 
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part of Caftille. Of what place, then ſaid Conftan 
tia ? Of Talavera, replyed the beautiful ftranger, 
No ſooner had ſhe named Ta/lawera, than Conſtantia 
ſuſpected her to be the wife ef the Poliſb gentleman, 
whom they had met on the road; and whom Peri. 
ander had diſſuaded from proſecuting her as an adul- 
treſs, when ſhe was impriſoned at Madrid; adviſing 
him to leave her to her ill fortune, and return to 
his own country. Fully poſſeſſed with this opinion, 
ſhe immediately bethought herſelf of a frolic to di 
vert Periander and Auriſtella, which ſhe inſtantly 
Put in execution. : > 
| Taxins her by the hand, and leading her into the 
room where they were with the reſt of the compa. 
ny, and having drawn them a little afide, I could 
never yet perſuade you, my dear friends, ſaid ſhe, 
of the certainty of my art; but you always believe! 
do not divine any thing till T have been priviouſly ac 
quainted therewith. Surpriſed at this preamble, Pe. 
riander and Auriftella were at a loſs to gneſs where- 
to it tended 3 being acquainted however, with Con- 
flantia's ready wit, they rightly judged ſhe did not 
talk in that manner without deſign; wherefore, they 
liſtened to her very gravely, that they might not de- 
prive her.of the pleaſure ſhe ſeemed to have promiſed 
herſelf, in diverting them at the expence of the per- 
ſon ſhe had brought with her. You can not ſay at 
preſent, continued Conſtantia, that this young wo- 
men, Whom I never ſaw before, and whom I met 
but this minute, has informed me of what has here- 
tofore befallen her; wherefore if J reveal it to you, 
end ſhe agrees thereto, will you not afterwards allow 
that my ſkill is not chimerical nor pretended ? Let us 
ſee then, whether your incredulity will be proof a- 
gainſt what you ſhall now be witneſs to. 
Turs young woman is a native of Talawera in 

New-Caftile, Methinks I hear, you already cry, 
where is the difficulty of telling what I have before 


been informed of? But, with your leave, ſhe never, 


told me that ſhe was married to a gentleman of Po- 
and, whoſe name, if I miſtake not, is Orte. — 
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2monds: from the Indies. Neither did this Louiſa, 
whom you ſee here, inform me, that ſhe robbed him 
of good part of them, .and ran away from him with 


them. , Let her contradi&t me if I do not ſpeak 
truth; and let her alſo deny it, if it is not as certain, 
that ſhe was put in priſon for it at Madrid, together. 
with her ſweet-heart; and that, both while ſhe- was 
under confinement, and. at 2 in her rambles a- 
bout the country, ſhe has ſuffered ſo much, ſne has 
repented more than once of her having wronged her 


now told you is matter of fact, as it certainly is) that 
my {kill in divitfation is not pretended. We will ac- 
knowledge it, ſaid Periander, if this young woman 
confirms, what you have advanced, ; 

Goo Heavens! cried Louiſa, prodigiouſly terri- 
fed with what ſhe had heard; what ſorcereſs is this, 
who relates ſo exactly rhe ſhameful ſtory of my paſt 
life ? I can not deny, my being guilty of the crimes 
you have mentioned, pur ſued /oe, addreſſing herſelf 
to Conſtantia 3 and it is for that reaſon I am baniſhed 
my country for ten years; nor ſhould I have eſcaped 
ſo eaſily, had not my . huſband droped the Proſecuti · 


on However, providence has puniſhed me more ſe- 


verely than my judges could have done, ſince I have 
fallen into the hands of a Spaniſb foot- ſoldier, who 
is dragging me with him into /:aly, and leads me 
ſuch a ſad life, that I often with for death. My 


firſt lover, died of want in a dungeon: and this, who 


relieved me while I was in cuſtody, procured my li- 
berty, only to deprive me of it afterwards ; and ren- 
ders me moreginiſerable than I could be with an A.- 


gerine or a Sallee rover, trailing me after him the 


world over, for his own pleaſure, and making me 
eat the bread of aMiction. Beſides, I am not ſo much 
a ſtranger to religion, not to know the danger to 


which I expoſe my ſoul ; in wandering up down with 


2 man who does not profeſs any religion whatever. 
I conjure you therefore, good pilgrims, purſued he, 


» 


and who brought confiderahle riches in gold and di- 


the ſon of an inn-keeper who lived oyer-agaiaſt 


huſband ſo greatly. Confeſs therefore, (if all I have 


oe 
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fince you are Chriſtians and Spaniards, and of difting 
tion too, as I can eaſily perceive, notwithſtanding the 
Plainneſs of your dreſs, to deliver me out of the 
clutches of this miſcreant; you would not render me 
greater ſervice, were you to wreſt me out of the 

s of the fierceſt and moſt cruel lyon. 

. PERIANDER and Anrifte/la were not a little 
ſurpriſed at Conftantia*s lucky conjecture; nor a little 
diverted at the humorous ſcene wherewith ſhe had 
entertained them in conſequence thereof; wherefore, 
in order to give credit to her pretended ſkill, they 
aſſured her in the preſence of Louiſa, they ſhould 
believe for the future whatever ſhe would tell them; 
adding, that as that poor wretch, by. her ingenious 
confeſſion had helped to undeceive them, as to the 
error they lay under in that reſpect, they would 
free her from the tyranny of the ſoldier, as ſhe had 
defired. Overjoyed at this promiſe, Louiſa inform- 
ed them, ſhe did not always travel along with him ;. 
for he would often go a day's journey before, or 
ſtay as far behind her, that he might not be examin- 
ed too narrowly, whether ſhe was his real wife, 
or not. So much the better, cried Periander, it 
will be the eaſier for us to ſerve you without any 
noiſe; but you muſt lead another courſe of life, than 
you have hitherto, and take example by her, who. 
has revealed the follies of your paſt days; ſhe will 
give you ſuch advice as will conduce to your welfare; 
you muſt alſo be perpetually upon. your guard, be- 
cCauſe your youth and beauty are two enemies, of 
which you can not be too apprehenſive, eſpecially in 
_ a foreign country. Zouiſa with tears in her eyes, 
promiſed all that could be defired ; whereupon Con- 
ftantia and Auriſtella thanked Heaven unfeignedly, 
that it had made them the inſtruments of convert- 
| Ing that young finner, and accordingly gave her all 
manner of encouragement. | : 
Tk x had ſcarce finiſhed their remonftrances to 
the frail fair one, when Bartholomew entering the 
room haſtily, ladies and gentlemen, ſaid he, come 
20d ſee, what perhaps, you have never met with in 
ts your 
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our lives. He ſpoke this with ſo much rneſs, 
— expecting to behold ſomething —— 
they followed him to an apartment not far from that 
where they lodged themſelves, and ſaw a room hun: 
with mourning ; but ſo dark, the ſhutters being all 
kept cloſe- to prevent the entrance of the light, 
that they cou'd diſcern nothing farther. While they 
were endeavouring to-find out what might be there- 
m that was worth their curioſity, an old man, like- 


wiſe in mourning, coming up to them with a me- 


lancholly air, if the deſire of ſeeing the widow Ger- 
trude, my miſtreſs, drew you hither, you are too 
ſoon ; if you pleaſe to return when it is night, E 
will place you where you may behold her without 
being perceived; and you will be no lefs ſurpriſed. _ 
at her forrow, than at her beauty. This ſervant, 
anſwered Periander pointing to Bartholomew, preſſed 
us to come hither to view a wonder; and finding 
only an apartment hung with black, I ſee nothing 
extraordinary in that: It you return at the time ap- 
pointed, replied the old man, you will not grudge 
your labour, but will go away full of admiration. 
To kt you. a little into the nature of the ſcene, 
to which you will be witneſs, you muſt know that: 
my miſtreſs who lodges in this apartment, was mar- 
ried to the Lord, Lambert a Scotch nobleman ; and 
that this match coſt her huſband his life, as it has ex- 
poſed her every day, to the danger of loſing hers,. 
fince ſhe, has been a widow. In order to your being 


ſenfible of this, you muſt likewiſe know that Fergus, | 


one of the prime nobility of Scotland, (whom his 
great riches and quality rendered intolerably haugh- 
ty, and inſolent) tho' ſomewhat advanced in years, 
was of a very amorous temper; and fell in love 
with the fair Gertrude, while ſhe was a maiden.. 
But ſhe was not inſpired with the ſame kind ſenti- 
ments for him; which was by no means ſurpriſing ; 
becau'e ſhe was then but about. twenty, whereas he 
was above fifty; ſhe wou'd not therefore give the 
leaſt ear to thoſe who made any propoſals in his name. 
In vain did they renew their aſſaults, to induce her 


„ ' * 


ak { ; 
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to accept ſo advantageous a match, ſhe always ſent 
them away diſſatisfied ; and at laſt to be rid of their 
importunities, was married to Lord Lambert, a young 
and amiable nobleman, whom ſhe loved more ten- 
derly than. I ſhould have imagined. | | | 
FERGUS looked upon this preference given to 
his rival, as an affront offered him by Gertrude's 
parents; who nevertheleſs, did not trouble their 
heads about him, deſigning only to marry their 
daughter according to her inclinations. He had a 
ſon indeed about eighteen, indued with all thoſe ac- 
compliſhments which can render a cavalier deſirable; 
had he demanded Gertrude for this young nobleman, 
perhaps he might have obtained his ſuit ; which 
would have been a great piece of good fortune, for 
then, my Lord Lambert would have been ſtill alive, 
and Gertrude better ſatisfied ; but unhappily it fell 
out otherwiſe. For ove day, as my Lord Lambert 
was going with my Lady to one of his country ſeats, 
Fergus attended with a numerous retinue, met them 
on the road. Upon ſeeing Gertrude, the love of 
Fergus revived, when the thought of having been 
refuſed, changing it on a ſudden to fury, he reſolv- 
ed to wound Gertrude in the moſt tender part. 
Ruſhing therefore furiouſly upon my Lord Lambert, 
without giving him time to put himſelſ in a poſ- 
ture of defence, and plunging his ſword into his 
heart; that is the place, cried he, ſeeing him drop 
down dead, where I can not fail of touching my 
ingrate. I pity thee, continued he, thou payeſt me 
what thou didſt not owe me; but tho* I have 
treated thee cruelly, thy wife has uſed me yet worſe ; 
J have deprived thee of life but once, but ſhe has ſtab- 
bed me to the heart as often as I have fancied her in thy 
arms: I his ſaid, he rode away, leaving his ſword 
in the body of the deceaſed, and Gertrude, piercing 
the heavens with her cries. As ſoon as we had 
recovered a little from our conſternation, we prepar- 
ed for the burial of my unhappy Lord; having 
firſt. cut off his head, and embalmed it, at the _ 
| 155 3 man 
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mand of my diſconſolate miſtreſs: This done, ſhe 
had it put in a ſilver box, as in a ſhrine, which ſhe 


ſword, and the ſhirt her huſband had then on. 
Tu head being thus inſhrined, the diſconſolate- 
Gertrude, laying * hand thereupon, I Gertrude, 
cried ſhe, (to whom heaven has given ſome 


women, ) do ſolemnly vow, by all that is good and 
ſacred, to revenge thy death, to the utmoſt of my 
power, and with the utmoſt induſtry, tho” in ſo do- 
ing, I ſhould hazard a thouſand times this miferable- 
life ; which is no lodger any thing but a burden to 
me, ſince my loſing the only object that could make 
me love it. In order hereto, I ſwear I will travel 
the world over, till I find one to undertake my re- 
renge ; and that this head, thy dear remains, as well 
as this ſword and the ſhirt, ſtained with thy precious 
blood, ſhall be always laid before me on a table, tos 
remind me perpetually of my duty : Nay my lodgings 


em 
of ſhall be always ſo dark and diſmal, they ſhall refem- 
en ble a tomb; = eyes being never more to behold 
I- the light, or to ſerve me for any other uſe than to 


rt. weep. Having thus faid, and given ſome vent to 
ri, her ſorrow, the tears which had flowed all the while 
ſe ſhe was ſpeaking, ceaſed to tricle fo faſt, and ſuffer- 


nis ed her to breath a little. Not finding any one to 


-of undertake her revenge in Scotland, ſhe is now going 
ny in ſearch thereof to Rome, where ſome of the prin». 


ne ces who are her relations, may take it in hand. 

ve Tuls, courteous Pilgrims, continued the old man;. 

> 3 is the ſtory of the unfortunate Gertrude ; come a- 
b- gain in two hours, and you will hear her ufual la- 
y mentations ; together with the ſame oaths, which 
d ſhe renews every day after ſun- ſet. If what you 
9 then ſee, does not move you to compaſſion, nature 
d has not endued you with a heart ſo tender as mine ;, 
Fo but were you made even of braſs or marble, I would. 
g defy you to be preſent, at ſuch a melancholly ſcene, 


„without being affected with pity. The old ſer- 


. rant, having thus concluded his relation, took his 
| En” leave 


fill carefully keeps, as ſhe does alſo the bloody | 


beauty, only to rendex her the moſt wretched of 
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leave of the pilgrims ; whoſe curioſity being rai. 
| ſed thereby, they promiſed him to return, at the 
| time appointed. 


| CHAP. XVI. 
Periander and Auriſtella, avith ther company, return 
to the widew's apartment; and are witneſſes to her 
deſpair. Duncan the ſon of Fergus, arrives at 
the ſame inn. The widow's reſolution to revenge the 
offence of the father upon the ſon The ſurpriſing 
effet of that revenge. | 


\ CCORDINGLY, towards the cloſe of the 

evening, our pilgrims having repaired to the 
apartment ot the exaſperated widow, and the old 
man having placed them where they might view her 
without being ſeen ; they had not been long there, 


before they beheld her; and a long black veil which 


covered her from head to foot being removed, they 
were-{urpriſed at her dazzling beauty ; which far ex- 
ceeded the idea they had formed thereof in them- 
ſelves, | | 3 
BEIN O come to the table, whereon lay the ſilver 
repoſitory of the head, together with the bloody 
ſhirt, and the ſword ; and being ſeated thereat, 
one might plainly have perceived by the changing 
of her countenance, the various paſſions wherewith 
ſhe was agitated ; till at laſt, being tranſported with 
fury, ſhe roſe up; and laying her right hand upon 
her huſband's ſkull, while a flood of tears ſtreamed 
down her beauteous cheeks, and heart-breaking ſobs 
or ſighs interrupted each word, ſhe repeated the 
cuſtomary oaths with the greateſt vehemence : Some- 
times looking on the head, and caſting her eyes up 
to heaven, as if to ingage its aſſiſtance in her revenge; 
ſometimes brandiſhing the murdering . ſword, and 
ſeeming to threaten Fergus therewith 3 and ſome- 
times opening and kifling the bloody ſhirt, . as if to 
ſeal her oaths thereon ; till being quite m_—_— | 
2 | : ky W 1 
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die revenged. 
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ſhe ſunk down in her chair. | 
JusT at that inſtant, one of her domeſtics, whom 


with the alternate conflicts of her grief and reyenge, 


by his long mourning cloak and diſmal appearance, 


one ſhould have taken rather for a ſpectre than a 
man, entering the room: Madam, ſaid he, Lord 
Duncan, the only ſon of Fergus, is this moment 
arrived at the inn, and will lodge here; conſider 
therefore, whether you would have it known; that 
you are here, or would have it kept private. Rouſ- 


ed at this news, with eyes ſparkliag with fury; let 


none of my attendants, cried. be, diſcover themſelves 
to his ſervants ; let not my name ſo much as once 
be mentioned this night by any of you ; having thus 
ſaid, ſhe ordered her chamber-door to be ſhut,, and 
no ſoul to be admitted ; our pilgrims therefore, were 
obliged to withdraw, and leave Gertrude at liberty, 
to form what reſolution ſhe pleaſed at that critical 
juncture. o 4 26gs | 

As ſhe had then no company, and conſulted only 
with herſelf we are at a loſs to tell how it came to 
be known, that ſhe thus expreſſed herſelf : Atlength 


wretched Gertrude, be of good heart ; Heaven, mov- 


ed with thy affliction, will dry up thy tears; and 
delivers into thy hands, a nobler victim, than even 


the murderer himſelf. By ſacrifiſing the ſon, thou 
wilt not only diſpatch thine enemy at the ſame time, 
but will cut off the only ſupport of a family, that 


is hateful to thee. Courage, Gertrude; no weak- 
nefs ; forget thou art a woman, and, liſten only to 


revenge. Did Judith tremble, when ſhe beheaded 


Holofernes? And yet by his death, ſhe only r eVEng- 


Ge 


ed her country! And ſhalt thou tremble on revenging 


a huſband butchered beſore thy face, who was dear- 
er to thee, than the whole univerſe! No; I will 


not tremble ; methinks I already plunge the ſteel in 


his breaſt ; and ſee his heart beating in my hands : 
Already I taſte the pleaſure of ſending it mangled to 
the Barbarian, who ſo baſely ſtabbed my unfortu- 
nate ſpouſe ; I care not if I fall myſelf, ſo I do but 


Hav- 
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_ Havinc thus reſolved, and having provided herſet : 
with a ſharp pointed knife, and a dark lanthor N 
Gertrude tampered with one of Duncau's domeſtics; I 
and prevailed on him, by dint of money, to give her 
admittance into his maſter's chamber. To this het! 
<onſented the more readily, as thinking ſhe had fallen h: 
in love with him, and imaginning he did him no lit. c 
tle kindneſs, in procuring him the enjoyment of ſo a. o 
amiable a woman. He placed her, therefore, in 2 * 
Private part of the room, where ſhe could not be ſeen; 
and where'ſhe waited impatiently, for the hour, when 
ſhe might give full ſcope to her revenge; not daring 
ſo much as to breathe, leſt ſhe ſhould be overheard, 
At laſt, the 'long-wiſhed for moment arrived; Dan 
can, went to bed; and being weary with travelling, 
Toon fell aſleep, . without any fore-boding of his im. 
pending danger. | | 
No ſooner was the furious Gertrude aſſured thereof, 
then ſhe opened her lanthorn ; and ftealing ſoftly from 
her hiding place, for fear of awaking her. intended 
victim, ſne approaches his bed ſide; and beholds him 
buried in ſleep, and not dreaming of any harm. Good 
heavens! aſtoniſhing prodigy ! the beauty of the ami- 
Able youth has the ſame effect as Meduſa s head. No 
ſooner does Gertrude ſet eyes on the lovely Duncas, 
than ſhe' beconfes motionleſs, and like a ſtatue; and 
love, under the maſk of pity, withholds her hand. 
The more ſhe looks on the charming ſleeper, the 
more ſhe finds her heart relent ; till the knife drops 
out of her hand: Wretch, that I am, ſaid ſbe, with WM {elf 
2 deep figh, what is become of all my fury; this enc- Wi My 
my, whom I deſigned to facrifice, ſeems an object can | 
more deſerving of my love, than my hatred! inſtead 
of wreaking my vengeance upon him, for the crime ¶ you 
of his father, ought I not rather to engage him to re. ¶ have 
pair my loſs? Beayteous innocence, thou mayeſt ob- that 
lige me to forgive the offence of Fergus; as thou haſt W love 
made the deſire of revenge, give way to that of ha- Br 
ving thee for my huſband; compleatly trinmph over 
my anger, whoſe tyranny my heart is juft ready to IM poſit 
| ſhake off: My moſt bitter enemy gave thee _ you, 
[7 | thou; 


live, if thou wilt ſhew me the ſame favour. 


her hand upon Duncan, and awaked him; and the 


out of the room, but could not find the door: Mean 
while, Duncan hearing the foot - ſteps of ſome body in 
the chamber, leaps out of bed; calls for help; takes 
up his ſword; and —_— the perſon, whoſe tread 
he heard, ſeiſed Gertrude by the arm; who not ha- 
ving the power to get from him, cryed out trembling, 


1 


Gertrude, cryed he ? Did you intend to wreak your 
vengeance on an innocent perſon, who never offended 
you ? This pointed knife which. I fee on the floor, 


ſelf on me, for a crime, whereof I was never guilty : 


My father is no more, continued he; and the dead 


you think it is in my power, to repair the loſs, you 
have ſuffered by my father, I am ready to diſcharge 


that debt. Love was the author of the crime, and 


love is willing to make reparation for it 
Bur, purſued he, ſtepping back ſome paces, is not 
this ſome illuſion, that I now benold ! is it not an im- 


polition upon my ſenſes ! permit me again to touch 


you, that I may be aſſured, whether what I now 
Vol. H. NM ſec 
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thou ought'ſt to preſerve his life in return; do as 
much for him, as I do for thee; and I will let him 


Taz thoughts of Gertrude were ſo much buried in 
theſe tender reflections, that her lanthorn fell out of 


candle being put out thereby; ſhe would have got 


do not kill me Duncan, tho” I deſigned to have killed 
thee, not an hour ago. I am an unfortunate wonian, 
continued ſhe, who was not afraid of death, before 
ſhe beheld thee ; but who now begs thee to ſpare her 


WrrLs Gertrude was thus ſpeaking, the ſervants of 
Daxcan, entered the room with lights, and the young 
nobleman knew the lovely widow, whoſe dazzling beau- 
ty ſtruck him with ſuch admiration, that he immedi- 
ately conceived a love for her, which at leaſt, equalled ' 
the hatred, ſhe had till then born to her huſband's mur- 
therer. What deſign brought you hither, adorable 


tells me, but too plainly, you meant to revenge yours 


can make no ſatisfaction, for the injuries they have £ 
done ; the living alone can do it for them ; aud if 
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ſee is real, or the mere product of my imagination. 
Give me your hand, a»/wered Gertrude, and you 
ſhall ſoon be ſenſible I am no ſpirit; but the unfortunate 
Gertrude, whom Duncan alone was capable of comfort- 
ing. I had no thoughts of you, when you arrived 
at this inn; only hearing your name mentioned, it 
rouſed my anger againſt Fergus afreſh, and I reſolved 
to revenge myſelf upon one who was dearer to him 
than himſelf: Accordingly, I got admittance into the 
room, and approached your bed, with that deſign; 
when ſome thing. more powerful than revenge, - with- 
held my arm ; the knife droped out of my hand ; I 
let the lanthorn fall upon you, and you know what 
ke folowed: E 
Tus tender Gertrude having thus ſaid, they mutu- 
ally plighted their troth to each other, in the preſence 
of Duncan's ſervants; and in that very place, which 
was to have been witneſs to a quiet different and more 
tragical ſcene: This done, and a Prieſt being ſent for, 
. to ratify their engagement, the intended field (4 bat: 
tle was immediately transformed into a nuptial cham- 
ber; where love itſelf made the bed, in concert with 
Hymen ; and brought with him ſuch a train of plea- 
ſures, as baniſhed all thoughts of ſorrow from the re- 
membrance of the new married couple, and made the 
inn ſeem preferable to a royal palace. 
|  BrEax of day ſurpriſed the happy pair, as they 
were beginning to compoſe themſelves. to ſleep, faſt 
locked in the arms of each other; ſoon after which, 
-olir Pilgrims, whoſe reſt had not been diſturbed by 
Juch tumultuous joys, got up, with deſign to purſue 


._,_ their journey; but being defirous, firſt to hear what 


man, Who had introduce 


reſolution, the diſconſolate Gertrude had taken, on ac- 
Count of the arrival of her enemy's only ſon; they 
went towards her apartment, to be informed thereof. 
Juſt as they were going thither, they ſaw the old 

them into the widows apart- 
ment, coming out thence, with the ſilver box, bloody 
ſword and ſhirt ; and having aſked him what reſolu- 


tion ſhe had taken, upon this head: If this ſcull, ſaid 


be, could ſpeak, it would tell you ſomewhat, on 
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vould ſurpriſe you yet more than all you beheld lat 
night. Bat I am going to carry it away, together 


with the bloody ſword and ſhirt, that they may not 
renew her ſorrows, in the midſt of the conſolation 
ſhe is now receiving. from young Duncan; who in- 
ſtead of being her victim as ſhe had once reſolved, 
is now become her huſband. | 

On hearing this ſurpriſing news, Auriſtella and 
Conſtantia looked at each other with aſtoniſhment, 
unable to open their mouths, or ſpeak their ſenti- 
ments, on ſuch an improbable adventure; nor was 
Periander much leſs ſeiſed with admiration z but 
young Antonio, with the three French ladies, were 
not a little diverted at the merry Cataftrophe which 
had ſucceeded to ſo deep a deſpair. The ſingularity 
thereof, made them curious to ſee the new married 
pair ; wherefore, as ſoon as they were ſtirring, they 
went to congratulate them thereupon ;. and on ſetting 


their eyes upon Duncan, could not help confeſſing, 


he was a cavalier very proper to inſpire a ſudden and. 
violent paſſion: They gave allowance therefore, on 


that account for human frailty ; and in ſome meaſure 


excuſed Gertrude, for having forgotten her reſent- 
ment againſt Fergus for his ſake. On the other hand, 
Duncan and Gertrude, ſurpriſed to find in Periander 
and Auriſtella, two perſons who ſurpaſſed them- 


ſelves in beauty, received them with the utmoſt 


aun and affection; thanked them for their con- 
gratulations, and invited them to the entertainment 


they intended to make for the ſolemniſing an event ſe 
auſpiciqus. 5 
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' quite ſpoils the wedding entertainment. 
7 I HE entertainment which was preparing for the 


by a ſplendid feat; amd as there was no want of ary 


PERSILES and SiIGisMUNDaMM,, 
iS | | h 1 cr! 
=... DOK » 
A | | | by 2 qu 

CH AP: ; no 


| The arrival of the Hermit Soldino at the inn. Hi 
Prophecy, and the accompliſhment thereof ; which 


nuptials of Duncan and Gertrude, was to begin 


thing neceſſary for that purpoſe in the inn where they Bl adv 
were, the cooks reſolved to outdo themſelves on thi me! 
occaſion ; that the gueſts might ſee they could treat ind 
them as elegantly in the country, as in the moſt po- will 
lite taverns in great cities. While every one, then bre 


was employed about this extraordinary dinner, >a ve: doy 


nerable man, ſeeming by his long white beard, to the 
be near a hundred years old, entered the inn: He BF ing, 


was neither dreſſed like a Pilgrim nor a Fryar, and 0 


yet had ſomething of the air of both. The crown WM ſhot 
of his head was quite bald, and only ſome few hairs, MW ous 
yet whiter than thoſe of his begxd, hung down over for 
his ears. His body appeared greatly emaciated ; ¶ eng: 
and he leaned upon a crook, inſtead of a ſtaff ; with . fave 


which, however he ſeemed ſcarce able to ſupport his aſtre 


body. In ſhort, the whole aſpe& of this reverend thi 
Ne | 5 Sire on! 


ds 
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Sire gained him the reſpect and love of all who be- 
keld hang, © RE Et 
As ſoon as the miſtreſs of the inn had ſet eyes upon 
him, father Soldino, ſaid foe, I ſhall reckon this day 
among the . happieſt of my life, ſince you never come 
hither but you bring ſome good fortune. Turning 
about then to Periander and Duncan. who happened 
to be preſent with the ladies; this moving moun - '. 
tain of ſnow, this walking ſtatue, gentlemen, purſued ! 
He, is the famous Soldino; whoſe reputation is ſpread © . 
not only throughout France, but all over Europe, if 
DA Bl not thro' the univerſe. Softly, good womay, 
cried the old Sage, interrupting her; ſpeak of me 
with more moderation; Fame 3 the off-ſpring 
1 of Heaven, as Truth is; common rumour being fre- 
quently founded more updh falſhood than reality. It ia 
not the beginning of a man's life, but the end, for 
H which he is to be reckoned praiſe-worthy ; and the vir- 
zich tue which terminates in vice, is rather a vice than a 
virtue. However, continued he, 1 am willing you 
| ſhould ſtill keèp in the good opinion you have of me; 
the and ſince my viſits (as you ſay) prove always advan- 
egin {I tagious to you, this ſhall be yet more beneficial te 
any Wl you than any of the former, if you will follow my 
they WW advice. You are preparing here a great entertain- 
ths WW ment; take care this feaſt, which concerns you but 
treat indireftly, does not occaſion a misfortune, which 
po: will affect you perſonally; for the fire which will 
then WW break out in your houſe to-day, will burn it quite 
ve- down to the ground, if you are not diligently upon 
, 1 the watch to get it extinguiſhed at the very begin - 
- ng. 3 | | 
and SHOULD ſuch a diſaſter happen, ſaid Duncan, I 
on ſhould take you rather for a Magician, than a religi- 
airs, ous perſon ; and ſhould be always upon my guard 
over for the future, againſt the moſt promiſing and moſt 
ted ; engaging countenance. I am not a Magician, an- 
with - frered Soldino; I am only a little verſed in judicial 
t his aſtrology ; and by the rules of that art, can foretel 
rend WW things to come, without the help of devils, who know 
only thoſe that are preſent, or already paſt: Do me 
| | M 3 the 
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the favour, therefore, ſir®to be adviſed by me, this 
time, in leaving the inn, and going with the reſt of 
your company to my cell; where, if you do not find 
as handſome a lodging as you have here, at leaſt you 
will not be ſo much in danger. — | 
| Hz had ſcarce uttered theſe words, when Barthe- 
lomeau running into the room, told them a fire had 
broke out ſuddenly in the kitchen. which having 
caught hold in a moment, on a large pile of faggotz 
in a wood-houſe adjoined thereto, burned with ſuch 
fierceneſs, it required a ſecond deluge to quench it, 
This news was ſoon confirmed by the outcries of o- 
thers, wherefore, the company looking then upon 
Soldiuo as a Prophet, inſtead of going to aſſiſt thoſe 
who were employed in extinguiſhing the flames, re- 
ſolved to accept the offgg of that venerable Sage: 
Accordingly Periander leading Auriſtella, while 4n- 
tonio did the ſame by Felicia-Flora, was followed by 
 Conflantia, Deleaſira, Bellarmina, Gertrude and 
Duncan, as alſo by the penitent Louiſa of Talawero, 
Bartholomew, and the retinue of the French ladies, 
and the new married pair. Mean while, the people 
of the inn were uſing their utmoſt endeavours to ſtop 
the progreſs of the fire ; but in ſpite of all they could 
-do, it burned that whole day, and reduced the houſe 
almoſt to afhes ; flaming with ſuch violence, that had 
it broke out in the night, not a ſoul would have eſca- 
ped to tell how it happened, 55 
To return from whence we have digreſſed, the 
venerable So/dino having conducted the company to 
a neighbouring foreſt, they arrived at a ſmall hermi- 
tage, ſurrounded by divers lofty trees; to which 
that ancient Sire, pointing with his ſtaff; theſe green 
branches, /aid he, which form ſo charming a ſhade, 
| muſt ferve you inſtead of gilded cielings ; and this 
verdant and freſh herbage will be the only bed [ 
could offer you, were you to ſtay here with me; but 
let us enter my cell, not that there is any thing worth 


your ſight, but becauſe we ſhall be there more re- 


tired. This faid, he opened a little door that led in- 
to a gloomy cave; and having made our Prins 
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with all, the ladies, and the bride and bridegroom 
o in, ſhut it again after them, leaving without, un- 
er the trees; Lauiſa and Bartholomew, together 
with the attendants of the French ladies, Dancai 
an frude, to take care of the baggage. Here- _ 
upon, as Bartholomew was not a little offended at 
being denied admittance, the artful Louiſa, to whom 
virtue was an intolerable burden, took advantage of 
his diſcontent ; and adviſed him to revenge himſelf 
for this ſlight, both on his maſter and the Hermit, by 
running away with the baggage, and. going with her, 
in ſearch of a better fortune. Two fine eyes are ve- 
ry perſuaſive ; and Louiſa had a pair, which would 
have prevailed on wiſer folks than mule-drivers to liſten 
to her counſel. Accordingly, poor Bartholomeww, o- 
vercome by them, reſolved to march of, without 
taking leave of any one. They ſtole away then, to- 
gether, unperceived by the other attendants ; Loui ſa 
riding upon the mule, and Bartholomew walking by 
her fide, intending to go to Rome, as well as the reſt, 
but by a different road. 4 
Mean while, Soldino with his beguteous company, 
having gone down about fourſcore ſtairs which had 
been hewn out, within the gloomy cavern, they diſ- 
covered on a ſudden, a ferene and bright ſky, and 
they found. themſelves ſoon afterwards in a delicious 
valley, whoſe flowery plains and verdant plains af- 
forded a moſt agreeable and charming proſpect, and 
diffuſed ſuch a calm all over the ſoul, that it was, in 
a manner, intranced in admiration and rapture. Sol- 
dino having enjoyed ſome time, the pleaſure of the 
company's ſurpriſe ; this is no jnchantment, ſaid he, 
the ſtairs by which we came into this valley, are only 
a ſhort cut, which leads thither, and you may enter 
it about a mile off, by an eaſier and more agreeable 
way. I fixed my reſidence, continued he, upon the 
hill, down which we have juſt come by thoſe ſtairs ; 
which by tedious labour, and infinite pains, I hewed 
out with my own hands, that I might enjoy the plea- 
ſure of this delightful valley, wherein no body di- 
ſturbs me. I cultivate a little ſpot of ground to di- 
SES. | El vert 
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vert myſelf when weary of contemplation; beſidg 
which, it is a ſort of amuſement, that contributes to 
my health ; otherwiſe I might do without-it, finding 

here more than a ſufficiency of roots and fruits for 

my ſuſtenance, - 

_ _- - Wearr of a ſoldier's life, I have ſought peace in 

retirement, and have found it here, where I am calm, 
ly working out my falvation. I uſed formerly, to be 
among the foremoſt of the courtiers, who ſwarm about 
the royal palaces ; but no longer thinking the favour 
of the Great to be really valuable, I am at preſent 
ſatisſied with turning my eyes inward; and conſulting 
with my conſcience how to compenſate for the time 
J miſpent, in laviſhing upon Princes thoſe praiſes 1 
ought then to have beſtowed upon a power who is 2. 
bove them. Since, thro”. the inſpiration of the di- 
vine grace, I have viewed my paſt conduct in a trie 
light, I have no longer the mortification of ſeeing 
them beſet with flatterers, who give them not time to 
remember, they are raiſed above other men only to 
govern them like the father of a family, and to take 
A much care of them, as a good ſhepherd of his 
flock. I am here my own maſter ; here I do as! 
pleaſe; and direct my thoughts without interruption 
towards Heaven ; my reflections are now very dif- 
ferent, from thoſe I made when in the field. In 
-this place ſo proper for contemplation, I have apply- 
ed myſelf a-new to the ſtudy of the mathematics, 
which I had long neglected; and have perfected my- 
ſelf in Aſtronomy, and judicial 0b „ by ob- 
ſerving the courſe of the ſun and moon, with the 
- motions: of the ſtars and the revolution of the planets. 
| — my experience therein, makes me fore- 
itel you, Duncan, that you will long enjoy your Ger- 
trude: As I never faw either of you before, and yet 
call you by your names, you ought to believe me: 
And you, Periander, ought to give equal credit to 
me, when I aſſure you, your pilgrimage will end to 
_ © your ſatisfaction; in a little time, Auriſtella will no 
longer be your ſiſter, and nevertheleſs ſhe will not 
die ſhortly. . As for you, Conſtantia, from being 2 
Shes | : : Counteſs, 
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counteſs, you will become a Dutcheſs; and your 
brother Antonio, will be advanced to thoſe honours, 
which his virtue and courage deſerve. As to Delea- 

ra, Bellarmina, and Felicia- Flora, they will they 
will not obtain what they now deſire ; but they 
will each of them marry honourably, and more to 


e in their ſatisfaction, than if they were to gain the per- 
alm. fon of whom they are at preſent in purſuit. oy 
0 be ArrER having foretold the fire at the inn, and 
bout having told you your names, as I could alſo your 
vour rank, if prudence did not prevent me, can you 
ſent BMW poſſibly doubt the truth of my predictions? Tho“ 
ting WW you ſhould not be yet inclined to look upon them, .as 
time certain, you will when you find that true which I. 


now tell you; namely, that Bartholomew, Antonio's 
is 4» ſervant, is run away with Loui/a of Talavera, whom 
di- he has carried off upon the mule, together with your 
true baggage. Nevertheleſs, I would not have his 
eing WI maſter purſue him, becauſe it would be to no 
e to purpoſe ; and to comfort him, I will tell him pre- 
to {ently what will be the end of this deſign of that 
take Wi young woman's, who has more of earth than hea- 
his ven in her compoſition ; and who. will follow her 
as I Wi inclination to vice, in ſpite of the good counſel giv- 
tion en her by Periander. To conclude, added he, I 
dif- am a Spaniard; and the Spaniſh cavaliers being 
In the moſt courteous, and the moſt ſincere of any, as 
phy- WW proof of the one, I offer you whatever this valley 
tics, i affords to refreſh you; and as a La of the o- 
my- ther, J promiſe you the accompliſhment of all 1 
ob- have foretold, as certainly as you will ſoon ſee that 
the Bil of Bartholomew, and Loui ſa. Bibs 
jetz. Ir you are ſurpriſed at finding an ancient Spa- 
ore · ¶ ziard ſettled in a foreign country, conſider ſome 


ver- places are much more nealthful than others; ant 


yet this, where we now are, agrees better with me than 
ne: auy I have yet. been in; it is ſurrounded with plea- 
t to fant villages, and country ſeats ; every one uſes me 
| to with humanity, and ſupplies me with whatever I 
| no | want, that this valley does not afford; and a 

R | vene - 
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_ venerable Prieſt adminiſters the ſacrament to my 

- whenever I deſire it. I lead then in this ſolitude 

-ſach a life as every chriſtian ought, who would a 

"tain to that which hath no end. I ſhall ſay no more 

5 at preſent z becauſe theſe ladies are not uſed 9 
Alive upon air; we ſhall not do amiſs therefore, to 9 
up to my cell, where we will provide for the ſufte. 

„ nance of our bodies, as we have already for the 


* 


Improvement of our minds. 
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CHAP. Il. 
Our pilgrims with their company ſet out from th 
- bhermitage of Soldino. Bartholomew: returns with 
the mule and baggage ; but departs again ſon 
after, and rejoins Louiſa of Talavera, The Pil. 
grims arrive at Turin, from whence they go in 


BHURSUANT to the propoſal of Soldino, the 
| company having returned to the cell by a 
painful aſcent of above fourſcore ſteps, which 
1 well breathed the ladies, and that venerable 
ſage having ſpread before them upon a plain, but 
- very neat table, the beſt his cave afforded ;* every 
done took their ſhare of an entertainment, which 
was indeed ſomewhat ſparing, but given with a hear- 
ty welcome. None were ſurpriſed however, at the 
Poorneſs of their chear, but the three French ladies, 
Duncan and Gertrude; it ſeeming no novelty to our 
four Pilgrims, whom. it reminded of the ifland of 
Barbarians, and that of the two Hermits, where 
"they had not fared a jot better. They remembered 
then likewiſe, the falſe prophecy which had been 
the occaſion of the conflagration of the firſt of thoſe 
Iſlands, when Periander and ' Auriftella were near 
loſing their lives, as alſo of the admirable predic- 
tions of bld Mauritius, which they ſaw accom- 
-pliſhed, as well as they had ſo lately, that of the 

* venerable Soldino. They were not à little amazed 

| therefore, not only that they met judicial aftrologer3 
| every 
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where, but that they were obliged to acknow- 
doe that as à real ſcience, which they had al 
as before looked upon as imaginary and chimeri- 
al. ; 8 : 1 . es 23 EY 
Txz1R flender entertainment® being over, in a 
tle time, having all thanked Soldino for his good: 
eception, they went out of the hermitage, in order 
o proceed on their way to Rome. The venerable: 
ire would accompany them to the road fide, not- 
uh out of civility, but to prevent Autonio's giving 
ge reins too much to his paſſion, on finding neither 
urtholomew nor the baggage. In effect, as he had 
uried off not only the money but the linnen, and 
oaths of our Pilgrims, they could not haye conti- 
ned their journey, without having recourſe to ſuch 
nedients- as would have given them ſome uneaſi - 
eb; Antonio therefore, being exceedingly provok- 
d, would immediately have purſued him, to pus: 
ih him for his breach of truſt. But So/dino pre- 
enting him; lovely youth, ſaid he, moderate your: | 
ger, tho' you have juſt reaſon ; I have already: 
omiſed th tell you what will be the end of that 
icked woman's deſign, who has ſeduced Barthe- 
mew; I aſſure you then, that he will repent of hie 
teft this very day; that he will return to-morrow,, 
k your pardon, and reſtore. what he has ſtolen. - . 
Upon this aſſurance from ſo able an aſtrologer, 
Irtonio gave over all thoughts of purſuing Bartho- 
mew ; and Felicia-Flora intirely removed his un- 
alneſs, by offering to defray the expences of all his 
ompany, as far as Rome. Senfibly obliged by: the 
eneroſit of this beauteous young lady, Antonie 
ade her all poſſible acknowledgements ; but told: 
r at the ſame time, that ſhould neceſſity oblige him 
accept thereof, he would give her a pledge, which 
bo' it might be eaſily held in the hand, was worth 
bore fifty thauſand ducats. This he ſaid, intend- 
i to have delivered to her, one of Auriſtella's in- 
imable pearls, formerly mentioned, which were 
en in his cuſtody ; but the generous Felicia · Flara 
l : | | anſwered, 
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anſwered, that being indebted to him, both for 
Her life and honour, there was not any thing in her 
power, of which he ought not to have the diſpoſal; 
and again made him the ſame offer. 
WnũIIx theſe mutual civilities paſſed between then, 
they perceived at a little diſtance, ſeven or eight men 
on horſeback ; in the midſt of whom was a. your 
lady mounted on a mule, with a rich ſide-ſaddle, 
whoſe habit was all green, even to her very mak 
and hat, which latter was adorned with a fine plume 
of feathers of various colours, that wantoned in the 
wind, as ſhe rode along. When they were come up 
to our Pilgrims, they mutually ſaluted each other, by 
' gently bowing the head, and went on without utter. 
ing one ſyllable. Soon after, another horſeman, be. 
| 1 to the ſame company, came up, and beggei 
dur pilgrims to ſpare him a little water, if poſſible, 
to quench his thirſt: Hereupon, they gave him ſome 
wine; and while he was drinking, aſked him who orac 
were thoſe perſons who were gone before, eſpecially Ml and 
| the lady in the green habit. The cavalier who rode a: 
| firſt, ſaid he, is Signor Alleſſandro Caftruccio, one of Bl lutic 
the richeſt noblemen, not only of Capua, where his long 
eſtate is, but of the whole kingdom of Naples; au whe 
the young lady who follows him, is his niece, Sign it, f 
ra Habella Caſtruccio. She was born in Spain, pur- 1 
. | _ fared he ; but having loſt her father in that countr, ¶ hand 
| her uncle-who is left her guardian, is carrying hel prov 
to Capua, with deſign to marry her there; and! 


| | rev. 

I am not greatly miſtaken, very much againſt her in. = 

5 clinations. | | 0 1 Acco 
No no, cried Gertrude's old ſervant, (Who was no pent 

very well A with the ſudden marriage of hy d 
miſtreſs,) if the young lady is diſſatisfied, it is be. that 
cauſe of the length of their journey ſhe is ſtill to 90% 005 
and not becauſe ſhe is to be married. The reaſoſ and 


is very evident; and J am ſurpriſed you ſhould no 
know that a woman looking upon herſelf but as bh. 
of one and the ſame identical ſubſtance, is alwaj 
deſirous of uniting . herſelf to the other half, whid 


©. bl 
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for is a huſband. Indeed, I do not underſtand phi- 
her i loſophy, anſwered the ftranger, all I know is» 
al; that {/abe//a is going to Capua very melancholly ; _ 
and that ſhe alone is acquainted with the cauſe theres 
em, of ; but I forget, continued he, that my maſter is 
men already a good way before me; wherefore I can on- 


ung ly ſtay to thank you for your courteſy, and muſt be 
dle, gone. This faid, he clapped ſpurs to his horſe, and 
nak Wl was ſoon out of ſight. N 

ume By this time the Pilgrims, with the reſt of their com 
the pany being ready to-purſue their journey, took leave 
e up of the ſage Soldino, after imbracing him very cordially, 
„band begging him to return to his hermitage : We for- 
iter. got to obſerve however that the good Hermit had advi- 
be. ſed the French ladies to keep on their way to Rome; aſ- 
ggel i ſuring them they would there meet what they would in 
ble, E vain go in queſt of, at Paris; and that they had re- 
ſome Bl ceived this counſel, as coming from the mouth of an 
WBo oracle, and had accordingly determined to follow it 
cialy and proceed on their way thither, together with Pe- 
rode r1ander, and the reſt of the company: This refo- + 
ne oi lution being taken, it was alſo concluded ta make 
e bs long jou. neys for the future; and not to ſtop any 
where, but in ſuch places where they could not avoid 
it, for the gratifying their curioſity, | oe hat, 
Tux beauteous company arriving that night at a 
handſome inn, plentifully ftored with all manner of 
proviſions z Duncan and Gertrude who had been 
prevented from entertaining them at noon, by the 
breaking out of the fire, reiolved to do it at ſupper : 
Accordingly, a ſplendid repaſt being provided, they 
ſpent good part of the night in celebrating the hap- 
py union of that amiable pair. Their mirth on 
that occaſion, had baniſhed all thoughts of Bar- 
tholomew ; or Solding's prophecy of his repentance 
and return, with the baggage he had carried off: 
As little did they think of it next day, when on pure 
ſuing their journey, thoſe who rode foremoſt, per- 
ceived at a diſtance from them, a Pilgrim advancing 
to meet them, and driving a mule before him, 
Neither did it enter in the leaſt into their heads, c 
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when the ſame Pilgrim being come near enough to t 
[ know them, takes hold of the mule's bridle, flops b 
4 it and throws himſelf proftrate on the ground. 4 
;  . SURPRISED at this behaviour, the company ad- 
=_ vanced towards him, with deſign to inquire into the 
| reaſon of ſo profound a humiliation ; but no ſooner 
are they arrived ſomewhat nearer, than they are yet 
more amazed, on ſeeing a man on his knees, with 
his head hanging down, and his left hand upon his 
breaſt, while his right with difficulty ſupported a 
Pilgrim's ſtaff, and a hat, whoſe brims almoſt touch- 
ed the ground. As the company approach nigher 
he opens his mouth to ſpeak, and his frequent ſob; 
and tears leave no room for utterance ; they are 
moved at this ſight, eſpecially the ladies; ſome of 
whom are ſo much melted before they know the 
cauſe of this contrition, that the tears are juſt upon 
the point of trickling down their cheeks, when Fe- 
ticia: Flora remembering the mule, of which no body 
before had taken notice, burſt forth into a loud 
laughter; which quite put an end to the compaſſi- 
on of her tender hearted companions, who knew 
not to what to aſcribe this ſudden merriment. 
.SOLDINO propheſied as much /aid foe, to An- 
tonio, as ſoon 2g ſhe had a little moderated her 
mirth ; under this Pilgrim's habit you behold the 
penitent Bartholomew, now a ſuppliant at your feet ; 
his dumb ſorrow has more eloquence, and is more 
_ _ perſuaſive than the choiceſt flowers of rhetoric, to 
the uſe of which, true grief is an utter ſtranger ; 
and were you of a far leſs generous diſpoſition 
than I know you to be, you could not reuſe 
him the pardon which his ſighs and tears demand. 
The poor mourner hearing Felicia- Flora ſpeak in 
his ſavour, raiſed np his head gently, and giving 
her a timid leok, fecmed to beg her to continue 
her interceflion for him. The reſt of the company 
then knowing him, as Felicia-Flora had remembered 
[ his mule, began every one to laugh in their turn; 
Antonio alone was not inclined thereto : Inconſide- 
Tate wretch, /aid he, with ſome paſſion, what devil. 
SS | | . tempted 
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tempted thee ſo far, not only to leave us in the lurch, 
but to rob thy maſter? I am an cSender, anſber- 
2d Bartholomew, ſubmiffively ; I am come to confeſs 


my fault, and to conjure u to pardon me on my 


reſtoring what induced you to believe me a thief. 
There is nothing wanting of all your baggage, but 
two Pilgrims habits 3 one of which is this 1 have 


on, which belongs to you; and the other is an old 


one of your ſiſter's, whereof I have made uſe, as a 
yeil to conceal the ill qualities of the. ſeducing gipſy 
of Talavera, : J | 

Haſt thou then ſuffered thyſelf to be inveigled by 
that abandoned profligate, cried Periander ? Ah! fir, 
anſwered Bartholomew fighing, ſhe would corrupt 
perſons of much better capacities than me ; and 1 


could wiſh both love and the Sorcereſs, who firſt 
m_ me what it was, at the devil. Since ſhe has 
made me acquainted therewith, I am no longer the 


ſme Bartholomew, who thought only of ſerving ho- 


n:ſtly thoſe who gave him bread ; my head runs 
now wholly upon the pleaſure that is promiſed 


me by that curſed inchanter, who as they ſay, has 
more power over poor folks, than over thoſe who 


want for nothing. Wherefore generous Periander, 


defire my maſter to over-look this miſdemeanour 3 


and let me have all your good withes, that I may 


return as faft as. poſſible to Louiſa, who perhaps, 
may grow impatient at my ſtay. Conſider, I be- 
ſeech yon, that I am going without a doit, truſting 
more to the addreſs and beauty of the gipſy, whe 
has bewitched me; than to the dexterity of my 


hands, which have never por been given to filch» 


ing; nor ſhall be, ſhonld I live a thouſand years, 


provided heaven leaves me the right uſe of my | 


ſenſes. | 


Ox hearing this his raſh reſolution, to rejoin that 


proſtitute, Periander had recourſe to all manner 
of arguments to diffoadle . him from it ; neither did 


Auriftella take leſs pains to induce him to ſtay with 
his maſter ; Confantia alſo, and Arrorib repreſent> = 
ed to him the danger to which he was about to 
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\ expoſe himſelf, in going with that vagabond: In 


ſhort, all of them endeavoured, but in vain, to bring 
him back into the right way; he turned his back 
upon them on a ſuddeng, and ran away; leaving 
them all equally aſtoniſhed at his paſſion and ſimpli- 
any -.. - 
AT lafl. the impatient Antonio ſeeing him thus 
betake himſelf to his heels like a madman, bent 
his bow, and was going to pierce him thro' the 
heart with an arrow, in order to let out his inconſ. 
derate and looſe paſſion, had not Felicia-Flora, who 
kept generally by his fide, prevented it, by laying 
hold on the bow and arrow. Do you know what 
8 are about Autonio, cried ſhe, diſarming him! 
y killing one poor devil of a lover have you a 
mind to draw upon yourſelf all the champions of 
the blind deity, who would certainly fall upon you, 
to revenge the death of their new comrade ? Be ad. 


viſed by me, continued ſbe, and let Bartholomew re · 


turn to Louiſa ; he will ſoon be weary of ſuch a 
wretched companion, and hunger will bring him 
bick again more prudent than he was before his 


falling in love. You have a mind he ſhould live, 


Madam, anſwered Antonio, that is ſufficient to in- 
duce me to conſent to it; nay, on your account, 
I ſhould even forgive him this fault, ſhould I ever 
fee him at your feet, defiring your good offices on 
that head. ( Ie 15 

ANTONIO being then left without any ſervant, 
to drive his mule, Felicia-Flora ordered one of 
her men to take care thereof; which done, they 
purſued their journey, wherein they had been hin- 


dered by the meeting with poor Bartholomew ; 


and arrived in a ſhort time at Turin. As the court 
of the Duke of Sawoy was then eſteemed one of 
the moſt ſplendid and gallant in Europe, our Pil. 


grims were willing to take a view thereof en pa/- 


fant; and might perhaps, have made ſome ſtay 
.there, had not the beauty of Auriſtella, ſo much 
attracted the eyes of young courtiers, _ they 

ESL | „ 5 egan 


Perſiles an Sigiſmunda. 
began to neglect all the other ladies, and to warm 


about her. Prriasder therefore; to put a flop 
thereto, thought proper to leave a place, which 


otherwiſe ſeemed highly agreeable to him; and the 
reft of the company conſenting, they fet otit toge- 
ther for Milan, where they arrived not long af- 
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ter, without meeting any thing remarkable on the 


road. . 
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” CHAP. III. - 
Our Pilgrims with their beautiful companions ar- 

rive at Milan, where they become acquainted with 

a young lady of Florence : Her diverting flory. 

S8 ſooh as our Pilgrims ſet eyes on that ſtately 
TA city, they were ſtruck with admiration, both 
at its largeneſs, and the beauty of its ſuburbs ; but 
much more ſo, when they entered the walls; they 
could hardly help thinking all they ſaw was in- 
chantment. By the magnificence of the buildings, 


they rightly judged it to be one of the richeſt 


cities in Italy, while the Ar quantity of 


arms in its arſenals, reminded them of the antient 
Lemnos, where Vulcan is ſaid to have made the ar- 


1282828 + 


ing them to the beſt company, where her wit and _ 


chearſul humour, made her always weleome. 


Warn they thought they had left nothing unůob⸗ 


ſerved that was worth viewing, and were preparing 
to ſet out for Lucca, their landlord, who contrary 
td the cũſtom of perſons of his profeſſion, was well - 
bred, and had ſome learning, told them that there 
was yet one thing that well deſerved their going to 
ſe it; which was their accademy of wits; and Firs 
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tuofi, where the moſt difficult queſtions were daily 
diſcuſſed. To night, continued he, they are to debate 
this queſtion : Whether there can be any love without 
Jealouſy, And it is ſaid, the fair ſex, are not only in- 
vited to be preſent thereat ; but their opinions will 


have more weight than thoſe of many of the acca- 


demy, (tho they have not yet wholly abjured gallan- 
try) becauſe it is a point that comes more under 
their cognizance. _ 

- In my opinion, /aid Periander, this is a queſtion 
not very difficult to be reſolved : Becauſe is certain, 


we may be in love without being jealous of the obje& 


of our affections. I am not of your mind, cried Hor- 
tenſia, and I have good reaſons for thinking quite 
the contrary. For my part, aid Auriſtella, I ama 
ſtranger to the paſſion called Lowe, and yet I know 
well enough what it is to love, I underſtand not 
your manner of exprefling yourſelf, fair Auriſtella, 
anſwered Hortenſia; and you will oblige me, if you 
will explain the difference between Loving and Love 


it ſelf. In thoſe who love like me, replyed Auriſtella, 


there is a wide difference between the two. Love, 
as I have heard ſay, continued ſbe, is a paſſion which 


cConſtrains us to devote ourſelves wholly to one object 


rather than another; and which renders us ſo jealous 
thereof, that we are under a continual apprehenſion 


of loſing it. Now, if this definition is right, I may 
_ juſtly 2 , I am a ſtranger thereto, tho' I know 


very well what is to love; ſince I do love ſomething, 


and yet do not find myſelf conſtrained thereto, con- 


trary to my inclination; neither does the fear of 


Joſing it diſturb my repoſe. "3, 
 Yev only fancy, rejoined Hortenſia, you are not 
conſtrained to love the preſent object of your affecti- 
ons, whether you will or not; but I dare aſſure you, 


it is quite otherwiſe ;- for ſhould you have any reaſon. 


to be diſſatisfied therewith, and to wiſh no longer to 


love it, you would find it would not be in your pow- 


er; and would be thereby convinced you was. not be- 
fore a free agent; but was compelled to love that oh- 


. 
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fore, I may now expect you to confeſs, that tho* you 
was hitherto a ſtranger to the paſſion called Zowe, 
you have felt its power without knowing it; and 1 
will acknowledge in my turn, that if you have. been 
exempt from thoſe fears and jealouſies to which other 
lovers are ſubject, it is becauſe your beauty makes 
you an exception to the general rule ; and nature has 


formed you ſo perfect, you have no room to fear a- 


nother's depriving you of whatever perſon you ho- 
nour with your affection. 

No Hortenſia, I am not afraid of loſing what I 
love, /aid Auriſtella; and had you known, I thereby 
meant my own liberty, you would not have had re- 
courſe to the general rule for an exception, which be- 
longs more juſtly to yourſelf, than to me. I refer 
this to my brother, who having eyes, is a proper 
perſon to decide this queſtion. Being related to one 


of the two parties, ar/wered Periander, I can by no 


means determine your pretenſions ; and the whole 
company will tell you, I am exceptionable in all the 
courts of Love. Your ftarting this exception, /aid 
Hortenſia, is to me an evident proof, that were you 
to be my judge, I ſhould certainly loſe the cauſe ; 
but were you to condemn me alſo to pay the coſts, I 
would not appeal from your ſentence, being convin- + 
ced, it would be confirmed in all the courts you have 
mentioned, But, continued /be, I ſhould be revenged 
of you, were you to maintain there, as you did a few 
minutes ago, that one might be in love, without be- 
ing jealous of what one loves. 

You told us alſo, /aid Periander, you had good 
reaſons for being of a contrary opinion; I ſhall be 
obliged to you therefore, if you would let me hear 
them, that you may rid me of an error, into which 
] may have fallen. The reaſons of fair Hortenfia, 
cried the landlord, addreſſing himſelf to Periander, 
may be good in this country, where jealouſy is inſe- 
parable — love, and is reckoned, if I may ſo ſay, 
in a manner effential thereto ; and yet, it does not. 
follow from thence, that her reaſons are better than 
yours; | becauſe, having been born in a colder 3 
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than ours, as yon have yourſelf informed us, you 
may love with leſs paſſion than ns; and perhaps, 
that moderation which you retain, even when in 
love, may prevent your being alarmed like us, at a 
fingte glance, undeſignedly caſt on the firft that hap. 
pens to paſs by, whom, nevertheleſs, we never fail to 


take for a beloved rival. 


I.,x that is the cafe, anſwered Periander, we love 
with more diſeretion in the North, than you do in 

the South ; but however that be, being defirous, a 
a curious ſtranger, to know the manners and cuftoms 
of the different nations through which I travel, I beg 
the lovely Hortenſſa to acquaint me with her reaſons, 
for being of a contrary opinion to mine about the 
gqueſtion which is to be debated in your academy. I 
o not at all doubt, but ſhe is perfonally concerned 
therein; and as, if I may judge by what I have ſeen 
firce my being at Milan, the is indiſputably the 
Handfomeſt and wittieſt lady in the whole city, I 
would fain hear, whether it has been poffible for any 
cavalier to make her jealous. Were it not for the 
deauty of Auriſtella, anſwered Hortenfia, you would 
Rot have confined mine within the narrow bonnds of 
one city; but being fo gallant as you are, you would 
have faid, that being the handſomeft lady in the 
world, you could not have believed any one could 
| Have made me jealous: I forgive you however, on 
her account: And to ſhew you I bear you no ill 
will upon that head, I will divert you with the ftory 
of what paſſed between 'me and the inconftant, who 
became my huſband at the very ſame time, when he 
was aiming at the heart of a young Florentine, who 
had no thoughts of robbing me of him. You will 
find that before I was in poffeſſion of my wiſhes, 
love made me as well as others, guilty of divers fol- 
lies; at which I am ſurpriſed myſelf at preſent, 


| when I reflect feriouſly thereupon : That you may 


the better underſtand what J am going to tell you, I 
will begin by acquainting you with my extruction, 
and ſomething remarkable that attended my very 
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SIGNOR STROZZI, my father, a native of 
Florence, and of one of the nobleſt families therein, 
was a ſoldier by profeſſion. Having paſſed the prime 
of his years in the army, where he had ſpent good 
part of his eftate, he fell in love with an heireſs, at 
Pawvia,, who enabled him to ſupport with honour, 
the dighities and employments to which his valour 
and prudence had advanced him. Two years being 
elapſed after his marriage , without his reaping any 
fruits of his love; he offered up many vows to Hea- 
ven for the fruitfulneſs of his wife ; and his vows were 
heard, but unfortunately for my mother. She be- 
came pregnant; and died as ſhe brought me into the 
world ; together with a brother, who reſembled me 
ſo perfectly, that they could not diſtinguiſh us, even 
during our infancy, but by the difference of our ſex : 
ned My brother was named Alexander, and I, Hortenfia. 


een As we advanced in age, our reſemblance likewiſe in- 
the creaſed ; even when we grew up, we had the ſame 


—þ ſtature ; the ſame tone of voice; the ſame tread ; and 
ny the air equally of either ſex, according as we had a. 
the mind to perſonate the one or the other. Inſomuch 
ald that my father, for the diverſion of his friends, would 
of frequently make us change cloaths ; and nothing uſed 
uld to pleaſe him more, than to ſee me on my knees at 
the the feet of a young lady, endeavouring to inſpire her 
ad with a paſſion I aid | 
on my brother at the ſame time, receive with a moſt ad- 
ill mirable gravity, thoſe adbrations that were thought 
to be paid to me. | 1 
ho . Tuis agreeable life laſted till the battle of Pavia, 
he where my father was ſo dangerouſly wounded, that 
ho when his wound was almoſt cured, he was deſirous of 
ill returning to Florence, to try whether that air would 
es, contribute to the recovery of his health: He gave his 
0l- regiment therefore to my brother, who was taken priſo- 
it, ner of war, as the handſel of his firſt campaign. In his 
ay Wl Yay to Florence, my father reſolved to paſs through 
I Wl Genoa, and viſit a relation of my mother's, with whom 
n, he had ſome affairs to ſettle. This relation, not thinking 
ry him yet fit to continue the remainder of his journey, 
| ö | | | obliged 


not feel myſelf; and to behold 
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obliged him to ſtay ſome time at his houſe, and ac. 
cordingly we remained there about fix weeks, The 
conſtraint I there lived in with his wife, who had 
taken it in her head to turn devotee, ſince her grow. 
ing in years, made me regret the loſs of the pleaſure 
of my paſt days. I was not like her, of an age to 
mumble over my beads ten times in a morning : [ 
began not to be diſpleaſed at being thought handſome, 
nor even at being told ſo; and in order to incite men 
thereto, I ſet off what little luſtre was natvrally in my 
eyes, with all the fire I could poffibly put on; till at 
lat, by much induftry and ware, I caught in my 
toils a cavalier, named Salviati, who was a bit ft 
for a Princeſs. | 

He had juſt droped, as it were, out of the clouds 


into the city of Geoa, whither he had brought im- 


menfe riches from the Levant. Never did nature 
fem to have produced any thing more charming: 
AKs handſome and gallant as my brother was, he nei. 
ther ſurpaſſed him in beauty nor gaſtantry. However, 

if = eyes made him my captive, he loſt nothing by 
the bargain ; for I conceived ſo tender an affection 
for him, that all my gaiety and good humour vanift. 
ed the moment he was out of my fight ; and my 
mind was filled with the moſt nnaccountable and ſur- 
priſing Reſeweries, and diſtraction of thought; not 
my natural vivacity and ſprightlineſs return till I faw 
him again appear. We uſed to talk now and then of 
marrrage, for I loved to make the converſation turn 
upon that head, begauſe this match faited me the beſt 
in the world; Sakviar? not only being immenſely 

tich, but having no body to controul him in his in- 
Ainations, not knowing any thing of his parents, 
from whom he had been carried away captive in his 
infancy. In the mean while, I found the hour of out 
departure from Genoa approach daily; and artfully 
gave him notice thereof, that it might ftir him up to 
make overtures of marriage to my father; bat we 
ſet out for Florence, before T had brought him to my 
dow: However, he promiſed to follow me ſoon after 
| ns” 
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as he did accordingly ; only king as. much time as 
was neceflary for the ſettling his affairs. | 

WHEN we left Cenca, I was not appriſed of my 
father's deſigns, being quite a firanger to his having 
concerted meaſures with one of his filters, who was 
Abbeſs of a nunnery in Florence, to place me as a 
boarder in her convent, till a ſuitable match ſhould 
offer for me: You may imagine therefore, how 
great was my ſurpriſe, on my arrival in that city, ta 
ind myſelf immured directly in a cloiſter. However, 
I took courage; and to my comfort, it came into my 


head, that this confinement would be an incentive to 


heighten my lover's paſlion, and ſpur him on to de- 
dare himſelſ in order to deliver me from thence ; but 
] reckoned without my hoſt, and was mightily miſ- 
taken in my account. re 
My ſpark indeed, arrived at Florence; inquired: * 
after me at the place to which I had given him a di- 
rection ;* heard of my retirement into a convent ; and 
was Coming there to me in the greateſt hurry imagina- 
ble, to renew the promiſes he had made me of an in- 
violable conſtancy 3 when being on his way thither, 
he meets A certain young lady named Felicia, with 
whoſe charms he is ſo intirely captivated, that on the 
ſght of her, he forgets there is ſuch a perſon as me 
in the world; and gives himſelf up totally to the be- 
witching attractions ot her growing. beauty. I was 
informed hereof by the nurſe, who had ſuckled both 
me and this Felicia: My father had ſent for her by 


the advice of a phyſician, in whom he repoſed great, 


confidence, and fortunately for me, ſhe was to look. 
after him, till he ſhould be intirely recovered. She. 
went from time to time, to this Felicia, whoſe * fas. 
ther was acquainted with mine; and there heard, 
that one Salwiati, newly arrived from the Levant, 
_ her very importunately to admit of his ad- 
eſſes. | : I ; = 

I ſhall not take up your time with deſcribing the 
deſpair, into which this piece of perfidy. plunged, 
me: You may well imagine, I was chagrined there» 
at; and indeed to confeſs the truth, it touched = 
| | | ws 
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ſo much to the quick that I changed viſibly, You 
muſt own likewiſe, it was very mortifying for 2 
young perſon, who thinks herſelf handſome enough, 
to fix inconſtancy itſelf, to ſee her merit called into 
queſtion, and find herſelf deceived in her firſt effay, 
of the power of her eyes. My aunt obſerving me 
alter daily for the worſe, cou'd not help aſking me 
what was the occaſion thereof; and the tears which 
uſhed out at this queſtion, ſoon made: her ſenſible, 
Har I was affected with the deepeſt concern. She 
was certainly the beſt Abbeſs of her whole order; 
ſhe had been obliged to put on the veil againſ her 
will; and was ever of ſuch a humane and compaſ- 
fionate temper that ſhe ſympathiſed with the afflic. 
tions of her neighbour : Accordingly, ſhe had 6 
much pity of mine, that ſhe promiſed if T would 
mtruſt her with the ſecret, to do every thing that 
lay in her power to give me eaſe. 

BEIN no ſtranger to her good temper, I unbo: 
ſomed myſelf to her; and let her ſee what havoc 
my injured love had made in my poor heart. [ 
muſt die, cried I, and if my grief is not ſufficient, 
I know an infallible way to put an end to my tor- 
ments. Deſpair not, dear Hortenſia, ſaid my aunt, 
| Four lover's new paſſion has not yet had time to take 
deep root ; if he ever really valued you, one glance 
of yours will recall him, in ſpite of all your rival's 
charms ; and I am willing to uſe my endeavours to 
procure an interview between you. juſt as we were 
concerting meaſures for that purpoſe, Gerarde my 
nurſe, came to ſpeak with my aunt from my father ; 
whereupon the good Abbeſs went into her parlour, 
- Whither I followed her, to hear if ſhe had nothing 
new to tell me, about my inconſtant I am come, 
ſaid Gerarde, with a commiſſion from Signor Strox- 
zi, which I ſhould much rather have choſe to have 
had given to another. He deſires you madam, con- 


finued he, to ſend home Hortenfia ; an old officer, 


who fell in love with her as he paſſed thro' Pavia, 
is deſirous of having her for his wife, and her fa- 
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ther has juſt now promiſed her to him. I thought 
I ſhould have droped down dead, on hearing this 
news. 

Wo is this ſuperannuated gallant, id my Aunt ? 
The younger brother of Methu/e/ah, I believe, an- 
fwered Gerarde ; his name is Trufaldini: He is fa- 
ther to one Felicia, for whom Hortenfia has no great 
reaſon to have any extraordinary kin - | My bro 
ther then has certainly loſt his ſenſes, replied my Aunt. 
More inhuman than any of his anceſtors, who were 
ſatisſied with confining their daughters in nunneries, 
he has a mind to bury his, alive in a ſepulcher : For 
I think the nuptial bed of an old huſband, is little 
better to a young wife. No matter Aunt, cried I, 
I will conſent to become mother-in-law to Felicia, 
provided ſhe will be mine: Go, Gerarde, purſued I, 
and tell my father, that on this condition I will com- 
ply with his promiſe ; at leaſt I ſhall hereby fruſtrate 
the pretenſions of my rival; and make her ſuffer 
part of the torments ſhe cauſes me to endure, 

Tuis is not the reſolution you ought to take, /aid 
Gerarde, the penance you would impoſe upon Feli- 
cia, would not put an end to your own ſufferings ; 
and your faithleſs rover would comfort himſelf for 
the loſs of you two, with a third miſtreſs; who 
would laugh at both of you, to ſee you ſo ridiculouſ- 
ly matched. My advice therefore wou'd be, with 
ſubmiſſion to your better judgement, that to render 
this project abortive, you ſhould feign ſickneſs for 
ſome time; and in the mean while, I will order 
matters ſo, to place a young fellow with your incon- 
ſtant, who may perhaps, find the means to embroil 


him with Felicia. The agent that has been juſt 
turned off, on account of his irregularities, managed 


matters pretty well for him ; and the young fellow 


whom I have in my eyes, ſhall manage them yet 


better for you ; inſomuch, that by our mutual en- 


deavours, we may make him your huſband, inſtead . 


of the old dotard who is deſigned for you. Fortu- 


nately for you, as it happens, your. rover has never 
le-to-enter into any engagement with Fe. 
O | licia * 
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licia; having had no correſpondence with her, by 
by the means of the agent before · mentioned; becauſe 
ber father, who can make her an immenſe fortune, 
will not ſuffeg, any one to enter his houſe, who might 
be likely to run away with her: However, as he fe. 
poſes ſome conffdence in me, I will lull him aſleep 
ſometimes, while my agent is labouring for your in- 
tereſt with Felicia. | 

Uyon mature conſideration, ſaid my Aunt, this 
courſe is much more prudent than that you propoſed 
to take; for as Mas before obſerved, the torment 
you would cauſe your enemy, would not in the leaf 

leflen that which might perhaps, ſend you to the 
grave. She charged Gerarde, then to return to my 
father, and tell him im-her name, that the news of 
ſo diſproportionable a match had affected me ſo ter- 
ribly, that had they nut opened a vein immediately, 
J ſhould have died upon the ſpot : That ſhe begged 
-him therefore, to leave me ſome time longer with 
her, that ſhe might bring me to comply with his 
deſire, without reluctance; and that in the mean 
while, without urging me too much thereto, ſhe 
would make me ſenſible of the advantage of ſuch a 
match. Hereupon, by the advice of my aunt, [ 
yielded to Gerarde's propoſal ; and ſhe went to my 
father, with this ſpecious report of my pretended 
illneſs ; as alſo to put in execution her intended pro- 
ject for my ſervice. However, Gerarde was no ſoon- 
er gone from the convent, then it came into my-head, 
that I would perſonate the agent myſelf; not being 
willing to rely upon another, in an affair, upon the 
ſacceſs whereof, I was ſenſible my life depended ; be- 
ing well aſſured, that unleſs my lover was reſtored to 
me, it would be my death. | 

My aunt at firſt oppoſed this reſolution ; but hav- 
ing repreſented to her, that I could no longer live 
between hope and deſpair, more tormented by the 
latter, than comforted by the former; ſhe at laſt con- 
ſented ; being ſatisfied I had more prudence than to 
expoſe myſelf unſeaſonably, and giving me a ſtridt 
charge to take care, not to bring her name into queſ- 
| | | tion. 
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fait of cloaths, fit ſor the part I was to act, which 


Salviatiz (Gerarde having before informed me where 
it was) pretending I had heard at Trufaldini's that 
he wanted a domeſtic. If you are fit for my purpoſe, 
ſaid he. J will take y6u ſooner than another, that has 
been juſt offered me. Signor Trufaldini, who knows 


[was very well aſſured he would not go thither to 


looks are a ſufficient recommendation to me ; becauſe 
you greatly reſemble a perſon whom I ance dearly 
loved : And by what I have heard, of the likeneſs 
between her and her brother, I ſhould have taken 
you for that brother, were he not of a rank ſuperior 
to yours. 


apreeable to you, fir, /aid J, it is to be preſumed, 
you have not yet intirely forgotten her. No, far 
from it, anſwered he, 1 always preſerve the remem- 


berance of my lovely Horten/ia ; and notwithſtanding, 


ny being captivated at preſent by the other, I ſtill 
feel ſomething in my heart, which is ever recalling 
me back to her. It ſhe was the firſt for whom you 
ever felt any inclination, rep/ied I, that ought not to 
ſurpriſe you ; ſince the firit love is always ſtronger 
than any one that follows ; at leaſt it is ſo, 1f I may 
believe thoſe who are better verſed than me in theſe 
matters, perhaps, re/umed he, I may be able here- 
after to judge thereof by my own experience. In 
the mean while, continued he, let us ſee whether you 
will have the addreſs to deliver this letter into the 
hands of the fair one, who has been the cauſe of my 
Infidelity ; and who ſeems reſolved to puniſh me for 
it, by never opening any of thoſe I have ſent her. 


I will not only deliver it /aid I, taking the letter, 


but will prevail on her to read it, unleſs ſome too 


watchful dragon ſhould prevent it. Aha! purſued J. 
calling my eyes upon the ſuperſcription, I am no 


longer 


fon. She ſent then immediately and borrowed a 


n 
22 — — * 


kaving put on next morning, and being - compleatly _ 
diſguiſed, I went directly to the lodging of my falſe 


* 


A 


me, anſwered 1, will give you a character of me * 


NS ——= — 
er 8 
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inquire. I do not want a character, rep/ied he, your 


Since my reſemblance to that perſon renders me 


1 
43 — 
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longer ſurpriſed at your inconſtancy; you are not the 
only cavalier whom Felicia has made renounce hi 
firſt affection: I can give you a better account of her 
than any one elſe; the whole city of Florence, is 
full of lovers, who complain of her cruelty. How. 
ever, ſince it is to her your letter muſt be delivered, 
you could not have pitched upon any one ſo proper az 
me for undertaking it; becauſe T can have admittance 
at Trufaldini's,, which is not an eaſy matter. 

Ar a little diſtance from Sa/viati's lodging, I met 
Gerarde ; who was going thither to receive his an- 
ſwer about the young fellow, to whom he had juſt 
given me the preference, on account of my reſem. 
blance to myſelf. As ſoon as ſhe ſet eyes on me, and 
T had called her by her name, merciful heavens! 
cried” ſhe, creſfing herſelf ſeveral times, who imagined 
you to be ſo near! Upon the news your father heard 
yeſterday, of your being exchanged for another officer 
of your rank, he expected you pretty ſoon indeed, but 
not theſe four or five days.; And he was ſaying to 
me, but a few minutes ago, you would juſt come 
time enough to be preſent at the wedding of your 
ſiſter Hortenſia. I could not keep my countenance at 
this miſtake of the gcod woman, who had ſeen me 
but the day before in my aunt's parlour :: Wherefore, 
burſting into a laughter, what nurſe, aid I, do not 
you know yet, how to diſtinguiſh Hortenſia from 4: 
lexander? On hearing this, the poor creature croſſed 
| herſelf again; Hortenfia, cried ſbe, is it poſſible 
What a hazzard do you run? Do not trouble your- 


EE ſelf about that, anſwered I, you can not imagine how 


overjoyed I am'; Salviati has taken me inſtead of 
the young fellow you would have recommended to 
him ; he has opened his heart to me, without know- 


ing me, and I do not deſpair of regaining him from 


Felicia. i | | 
Alx that you have to do, continued J, is to-procure 
me admittance to my rival; I have a letter for her, 
from Salwiati; and you ſhall ſoon ſee how well J 
will ſerve them both. Nay, /aid Gerarde, if your 
aunt allows of this procedure, I ought not to find 


fault. 


7 1 my 
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fault therewith ; beſides, purſued be, the fear of ſee 
ing you die in the frozen arms of Trufa/dini, incline® 


Nor ſhall J do any great prejudice thereby to Felicia 
ſo many cavaliers daily make their court to Trufala:” 
1, in order to obtain her in marriage, ſhe will not 
have much cauſe to complain, for having one admire® 
the leſs. She conducted me therefore, to Trafaldi- 
nis, and having introduced me to Felicia, and pre- 
yailed on her to give me audience, ſne left me alone 
with her. | th = = 

Wuxx I had looked upon this rival attentively, 
for ſome time, as jealous as I was of her, I felt 
ſomething within me which, moderated the averſion I 
had conceived for her: I found ſuch a reſemblance 
between her features, and thoſe of my falſe rover, 


cer together with ſomething ſo very ſweet in her eyes, 
but that 1 could not help excuſing in my own mind, the 
> to. (ll conſtancy of thoſe lovers, whom her charms ren- 
ome WY dered unfaithful ; only I could not digeſt the levity 


pour of Lalviati. There was no going back however; it 
was neceſſary to deliver his letter; and accordingly, 


e at 
me I preſented it to her, in order to gain my own ends 
ore, thereby afterwards, but that amiable young lady you 


not Ml fuſed to receive it. „ | 

I know very well, /aid foe, ſtepping back a little, 
fled from what hand that letter comes; becauſe there is 
ble! but one gentleman, who has ever yet taken the liber- 
ty to write to me : I have defired him however, not 
to give himſelf that trouble any more; and you may 
| of tell him from me, that he honours me in vain with 
| to his addrefſes. This declaration, ſo agreeable to me, 
baniſhed the remainder of my averſion to her, who 


OW» 

om had thus unboſomed herſelf with ſo much frankneſs : 
Nevertheleſs, being willing to dive yet farther into 

ure her heart, that I might not be deceived by falſe ap- 

cr, bearances: The gentleman who ſent it, madam, an- 


117 MW ferred J, deſerves a more favourable treatement ; 
perhaps, if he had the happineſs of being known to 
ind you, you could not ſee the bright flame you have 
ult MW kindled in his heart, without being moved thereat ; 

| „„ 1 where · 


2 & — Te . 


me naturally to ſerve you, as far as lies in my power? 
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wherefore, till you have leiſure to refle& upon his 
merit, I beg you would excuſe me from carrying hin 
an anſwer, which will ſurely be his death before he 
has heard it out. = 
I am very ſenſible, replied Felicia, that he is every 
way accompliſhed ; having ſeen him often enough, 
and ſufficiently near at church, to be able to make 2 
tolerable judgement of him; but as well qualified a 
he is, to inſpire one with ſomething more than eſteem, 
His merit has not had any great effect upon me; nor 
have I hitherto been diſpoſed to have any more re. 
rd for him, than that which can not be refuſed to 
ach as wiſh us well. Perhaps, madam, rejoined J, 
were you to defer a little longer the deciſion of his 
deſtiny, on weighing his merit deliberately, your 
regard might be. changed into ſomething more ten- 
der. No, no, cried /be, interrupting me, he will 
never be able to move me one ſtep farther ; and ſince 
I muſt explain myſelf to you without reſerve, I ſhould 
be obliged to you, if you would. never ſpeak to me 
more about him. | | 
| Sincz. you have been pleaſed to open yourſelf with. 
fe much fincerity, madam, anſwered J, I will do the 
ſame in my turn. I am not what you believe me to 
be; you take me for an agent to Salviati, and | 
only act that part, for reaſons which I'am. no longer 
afraid of revealing to you. Not being what I at firſt 
imagined, anſwered Felicia, be pleaſed to excuſe me 
from hearing thoſe. reaſons, till you have helped 
yourſelf to a chair. Having ſeated myſelf according- 
If, madam, ſaid I, you behold in me, a gentleman, 
diſguiſed under the habit of a ſervant ;. nevertheleſs, 
Lam deſcended from a family of diſtinction, and one 
well known at Florence. I have a ſiſter who, were 
it not for yourſelf, might juſtly paſs for the greateſt 
beauty in this city; Salwiati has pretended love to 
her, and uſed his utmoſt endeavours to induce her to. 
admit of his addreſſes; and yet, after having vowed 
an eternal fidelity to her, he has left her to pay his 
Homage to your bright eyes. I ſhould not have 
| blamed his inconſtancy, had he. been aſſured of ob- 
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taining you; and ſuffered himſelf to be caught by ſuch: 
an irreſiſtible temptation. +" the contrary, I ſhould- | 
be the firſt to paſs over a change, which is the more $4 
excuſable,. as it is impoſſible for a heart. any way ſuſ- $3 
ceptible of love, to hold out againſt ſuch powerful [þ 
attractions; but ſince you have not flattered him. © 
with any ſuch hopes, and he is only falſe thro' meer = 
caprice,. I will immediately give him to underſtand,, . 
that I am the brother of Hortenſia Stroxxi, and make 15 
him remember, that perſons of our rank are not to 5 
be affronted with impunity. wu! i 


— 


I am the more provoked at this procedure, conti · 
nued I, becauſe this Salwiati has nothing to recom- > 
mend him, but his good mein and his riches ; his. 
extraction being utterly unknown to us: Nay, all the 
account he can give of it himſelf, is, that he was 
carried away in his very infancy, by ſome pyrates 
who made a deſcent upon the coaſts of Tuſcany. You. 
tell me now a_ circumſtance, ſaid Felicia, that de- 
ſerves ſome conſideration ;. and, if I am not miſtaken, . 
in my conjectures, your Salwiati, on his return to 
with ay, has begun by declaring himſelf his father's ri- 
the T val ; I beg you to examine a little into the truth of 
e to my ſuſpicion, before you proceed to extremities with. 
id I him. Nature having inſpired me with an averſion” 
nger to receive his addreſſes, without having. any diſ- 
firſt BW like to his perſon,. I do not in the leaſt doubt his 
: me being that. brother, who was carried away. as. ſoon as 
lped BW he was out of the cradle, (together with a conſidera- 
ing- ble booty in gold and jewels,) from a country feat. of 
nan, my father's near Leghorn:: You may aſk him there- 
leſs, MW fore, whether he has the mark of a pomegranate in 
one Wl bloſſom, . imprinted on his right arm; if he has, Tra- 
vere Faldini can nat avoid acknowledging him as his ſon. 
teſt BY SHouLD it be ſo, purſued foe, while Lam diſpoſing 
to | my Father to own him as ſuch, do you tell the ſup- 
r to. poſed Saluiati, in my name, that while he is getting 
ved WF the better of his love for me, he muſt take care not: 
his to give way again to his former paſſion for Hortenfia 3. 
ave. becauſe it would be barbarous to thwart the deſigns 
ob. af a parent, who has bitterly lamented his loſs, and. 
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did not give him life, to ſee him one day make aj 
attempt upon his. Wheat do I ſay, make an at. 
tempt! It would be downright murdering him, to 
deprive him of your Siſter ; whom he loves, as old 
as he is, with ſuch an unbounded paſlion, that he hay 
promiſed my hand to Sigaor Strozzi, to engage him 
the more readily to favour him in his pretenſions. ] 
have now unfolded to you abundance of ſecrets; J 
know not whether fair Hortenfia will be willing to 
confirm this double treaty of marriage, which our fa. 
thers have concluded between themſelves, without 
conſulting us about it, tho* we are both of us pret- 
ty nearly concerned in the execution thereof. 
SURPBISED to the laſt degree at what Felicia had 
told me, I could not ſpeak a word for ſome time; ] 
no longer doubted Salviati's being her brother, and 
was ready to die, when I reflected upon the meaſures 
they were taking to prevent my having him for a 
huſband, Having recovered myfelf however a little. 
Lovely Felicia, ſaid J, fetching a deep figh, J much 
queſtion, Hortenfia's conſenting to make your father 
happy: Being prepoſſeſſed in favour of Salviati, 
whoſe inconſtancy I foreſee ſhe will pardon, I look 
upon the ſcheme for weaning her from him, to be 
impracticable; whereas, if you would concur with 
her towards the ſetting aſide this treaty, which ſacri- 
fices you both at once, you might one day diſpoſe of 
your own heart as beſt pleaſes yourſelf. If I find in 
_ Satviati a brother who will, ſtand by me therein, 
anſwered Felicia, looking upon me very favourably, 
I will act according to his advice, provided he is ſa- 
tisfied with yours: I ſhall add no more at preſent ; 
go and examine into the truth of my conjecture; and 
truſt only to your own eyes, about the mark I have 
deſcribed to you. Having thus ſpoken, the roſe up, 
pretending buſineſs that called her elſewhere ; where- 
fore taking leave of her, I departed from Trufaldini's, 
As ſoon as I was at liberty to recolle& my 
thoughts, I was the moſt perplexed of any creature 
in the world. If Salviati, ſaid I to myſelf, is really 
Trufaldini's ſon, he can not become my huſband, 
4 | ns W 
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while the agreement between that old gentleman and 
my father, ſubſiſts; and by what Felicia has now gi- 
ven me to underſtand, there is no way to ſet aſide this 
treaty effectually, but by getting her diſpoſed of; that 
it may not be in her father's power to perform his 
art thereof: I can not marry both the brother and 
the ſiſter; but if I had my other Sofa here, my other 
ſelf for likeneſs, he might rid me of this Felicia, who: 
ives me all this diſturbance ;: for I am pretty ſure, ſhe 
would take the ſame fancy to him, as ſhe ſeems. to- 
have taken to me: However, ſince I can not have his 
aſſiſtance, let me try whether I can not derive ſome 
relief,, from the very perſon, who cauſes all my trou- 
ble. : 8 
I returned then, to Salviati, who was waiting for 
me impatiently, at home, and delivering him the let-- 
ter; I bring you back your billet-doux, ſaid J, ſeal- 
ures ed up, as you gave it” me; not being able to prevaiF 
r 2 on Felicia to open it; I am farther to tell you, that: 
tle. all your attempts upon that lady are not only in vain,, 
uch WF but you will yourſelf be forced to defilt from them, 
her Wl of your own accord, if you have a certain mark upon 
% your right-arm, which has been deſcribed to me. I 
ok have the exact figure of a pomegranate in bloſſom, im- 
be Bi printed thereupon, an/avered*he, ſo as not to be diſ- 
ith Wi tinguiſhed from the fruit itſelf. May I ſee it, replyed* 
7.1? Here it is, rejoyned he, ſhowing it me; but what 
of relation hath this pomegranate to my letter? None at 
in BY all, pur/ved J, only that inceſt has been forbidden, e- 
n, ver ſince Jupiter and Juno have ceaſed to authoriſe it: 
„by their. example; and you would be guilty thereof, 
a- ould you be married to your fiſter. My ſiſter! cry- 
t; 4 be, in an amazement ! is it poſſible I ſhould be the _ 
nd ſon of Trufaldini! yes, anſwered I, you certainly: 
Ve are; and you are fo undoubtedly his, that you can 
P» no longer in conſcience either continue your addrefles. . 
eto Felicia, or renew them to that Hortenfia, whoſe: 
i. rememberance is ſtill dear to you; becauſe your good. 
* old father intends ta make her his wife, and gives Sig- 
e wr Stroæxi in exchange, the fair Fe/icig, who is not: 
y IU wightily well pleaſed with being thus diſpoſed off, 
7 55 | SHOULD: 


154 The Adventures c ; 
SHoULD it prove true, /aid Salviati, (and I hays 
no great reaſon to difbelieve it) that this adorable 
maiden is my ſiſter, I can prevent her falling into the 
hands of a man, who will look more like her grand. 
father, than her huſband: In order thereto, I need 
only keep my word with Hortenſia, and take her for 
my wife; which I can do, without putting the leaſt 
conſtraint upon myſelf, for I perceive already, ſhe reco. 
vers that aſcendant over my heart, which Felicia, for 
a ſhort time, had uſurped from her : As it will be, 
then impoſſible, continued he, for Trufaldini to have 
her, it is to be preſumed he will not ſacrifice Felicia 
to Signor Strozzi. This is a very good thought, an- 
ſawered I, but how are you ſure this Hortenfia will for- 
give your inconſtancy ? How ſhould ſhe do otherwiſe, 
replied he,when ſhe knows nothing of the matter ; being 
ſhut up in a Convent, where her father has roms her, 
under the care of an aunt who is Abbeſs thereof, 
ſhe is a ſtranger even to my being, at Florence; whi- 
ther I had promiſed to follow her from Genoa, in 
order to our being married together. : 
Tus knot would have been tied before now, pur- 
ſued he, had not heaven to the end I might be ac 
knowledged by my relations, inſpired me with a 
love for Felicia, to whoſe progreſs it ought, otherwiſe 
to have put a ſtop, tho* the defign J propoſed to 
my ſelf therein, was nothing but what was lawful. 
I would adviſe you then, ang J, to ſee this Horten- 
fa as ſoon as poſſible; for when an old man takes 
it once in his head to be in love, he never falls a- 
ſleep over it; but is more eager to ſatisfy his deſires 
than any young one whatſoever. I will viſit her 
this very day, anſwered he; and in the mean while, 
do you endeavour to get admittance again to Felicia, 
and inform her what I am going about, like a good 


brother to prevent her falling a victim to Trufaldi- 


#73 ridiculous paſſion. 


CHAP. 


| Perſiles and Sigiſmunda. 5 56 | 
CHAP. Iv. - 


Tie ſequel of Hortenſia's fory. The departure of 
d- - 2 lerims from Milan; and their arrival 2 | 
ed Lucca. | | | 


| | | ih 
leaſt NSTEAD of following the order of Salviati, 
eco- whom I will fill call by that name, 1 
for Hortenſia, to prevent confuſion in my ſtory, I retur- 
be, ned to my convent, to prepare for receiving his viſit, 
ave Having given my aunt an account of what had paſ- 
ia ed, and inſtructed her how to behave when he came 
an- oo the gate to aſk for me, I begged her to let me 
for- have the habit of a novice, (which ſhe did after much 
iſe, I intreaty ;) and having put it on immediately, I wait- 
ing ed in that dreſs, for the return of my run- away. He 
ier, did not keep me long in expectation; but arrived 
of, there ſoon after, and inquired for me of the lay-ſiſ- 
hi- ter, who had the care of the turning-box; ſhe an- 
in MW fvered him as ſhe had before been ordered, that 
- he dared not give me notice thereof, till ſhe had ob- 
ur. WH tained leave of the Lady-abbeſs. | — 
ac A moment after my aunt appears in the parlour; 
a {MW pretends to examine Salviati, what motives induced 
viſe him to want to ſpeak with me; and begs him if he 
to can grant her that favour, not to diſturb me in my 
ful, retirement. How, madam, cried he, in a perfe © 
cn- WM agony!“ Would the divine Stroxzi renounce the 
kes world? I can not yet, give any certain account, 
a- Wl aid my aunt, whether ſhe has any ſolid reaſons for 
res embracing the life of a recluſe ; but if we may judge 
her by appearances, ſhe is not likely to alter her mind, 
ile, At this anſwer Salviati was quite confounded 5 he 
ia, ¶ changed colour a hundred times, and had much- 
on lf ado to refrain tears. Pretending not to have taken 
di- any notice of it, my aunt added, ſhe believed I en- 
| tered upon that courſe of life with a very good 
will, becauſe I had preſſed her to give me the veil, 
without. ſaying any thing of it to my father, in or- 
der to fruſtrate him in his deſigns of marrying me 
P. to a perſon of diſtinction, and immenſely rich. It 


/ 
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is on account of that very match, madam, /a;d $11, yot 
viati, that I want to ſpeak with Hortenſia; and I ne 
mould owe my life to you, if you would permit ne ten 
to ſee her. I ſhould be very ſorry, anſwered my 
aunt, to have the death of any gentleman lye upon 
my conſcience; wherefore, if nothing more is re. 
Quifite to fave your life, but to let you have a fight 


of my niece, I conſent thereto, provided it be in / 
my preſence : Accordingly, ſhe had me called im. ha 
mmediately, and I was not long before I came, having wor 
only waited for that purpoſe. 3 not 
As ſoon as I appeared before Salviati, with my on 
face half covered with a white veil, he ſtood mom the 
confounded than he had been before he looked 747; 
earneſtly at me with ſuch a tenderneſs viſibly painted Vin 
in his eyes, as I had never before obſerved therein; has 
. and on ſeeing him ſo much concerned, I no longer 7:1; 
remembered his having ſacrificed me to Felicia. kes 
Muſt I loſe you then, adorable Hortenfia, ſaid he, i only 
Joon as he had a little recovered himſelf ? And hae her 
you forgot your promiſe, never to be any one's but bout 
mine? It is no ſign I have, an/feered I, when n. ddt! 
ther than break it, by giving my hand to any other, I one! 
T have choſen to throw my ſelf into a cloiſter? What t he 
Niece! cried my aunt, is it out of difcontent then, ¶ ther 


and not thro' any vocation, you had a mind to re. is fi. 
tire within theſe walls? A perſon who has been not | 


well bred, ar/fwered J ought never to enter into 2 /in m 


ſecond ingagement, when ſhe has contracted one repe: 
before; and Signor Salviati, not coming to Fl be ſe 
rence Within the time wherein T had reafon to ex- to li 


pect him, I could not do better, in order to diſzp-f I \ 


point my father's deſigns, than to ſecure myſelf ing | 


from his violence, by putting on the veil. | him 


Au I ſo happy then, /aid Salviati, in a kind of Ma per 
rapture, to find you ſtill in a diſpoſitien to favour i ſervir 
my paſſion ? I have not changed my mind, ar- ¶ me i 
fewered J, but am the ſame as when I left Gena; and 
and if my aunt can prevail on my father not to {cflio; 
diſpoſe of my hand, but in concert with my heart, _ 
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you ſhall be happy, if your happineſs de on 
me. My aunt very readily promiſed to uſe her in- 
tereſt for that purpeſe z whereupon Salviati teſtified 
his gratitude b 
and having obtained permiſſion to viſit me again, 


took his leave for that time, that he might not be 


thought too troubleſome. 5 
As ſoon as Salviati had retired, I quitted the 


habit of a Novice, and putting on again that I had 


worn before, went to his lodging, whither he had 
not got long before me. The moment he ſet eyes 
on me, I am come, ſaid he, (in a perfect extaſy, at 
the reception I had given him) from viſiting my a» 


dorable Hortenſia, never did ſhe ſeem ſo handſome ; 
Venus nerſelf can not be more beautiful. Her heart 


has always been true to me; ſhe knows nothing of 
Filicia's having baniſhed her from mine; ſhe only 
lives to poſſeſs it; and to confeſs the truth, I live 
only to love her; to love her, did I fay ! to adore 
her the reſt of my days. The ſacrifice ſhe was a- 
bout to make of herſelf, obliges me thereto; and I muſt 
not have the leaſt ſpark of humanity, ſhould I ceaſe 
one moment to idolize an angel, who had I proved falſe 
to her, was about to bury herſelf alive in a cloiſter, ra- 
ther than forfeit her word to me. My reſolution 


is fixed ; and ſhould it happen that Felicia ſhould _ 


not be my ſiſter, ſhe ſhould never regain her intereſt 
in my heart: I would not even think of her, but to 


repent my having ſuffered my ſelf fo ſhamefully to 


be ſeduced by her charms ; and I am determined 
to live and die only for my faithful Hortenſia. 
[ was no leſs in a rapture than Salviati, on hear- 
ing him thus ſpeak of me to myſelf; and adviſed 
him no longer to leave immured between four walls, 
2 perſon whoſe generous temper, rendered her de- 
ſerving a better fate. Her aunt, /aid he, will aſſiſt 
me in delivering her from this kind of ſlavery ; 
and I ſhall have no reſt, till I have pat her in poſ- 
ſeſlion of that happineſs which ſhe merits for her 
conſtancy and virtue: But, continued he, have you 
ſeen Felicia? Did you tell her that I intended to 
Vor. II. 7 


y abundance of acknowledgements, 
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viſit Hortenſia to day; and like a good brother; 
would prevent Trafaldini's ſacrificing her to his love, 
Dor that: adorable -majgen? 
TH1s queſtion perplexed me a little; however ! 
was obliged to give an anſwer thereto ; and accord. 
ingly I did ſo againſt my will at the expence of the 
truth: Beſides the mark of the pomegranate, ſaid , 
which is a convincing. proof of your being both 
deſcended of the ſame parents, Felicia knows you 
to be her brother, by the generous reſolution you 
have taken for her ſake ; and it was ſhe who ex. 
horted you juſt now by my mouth to deliver Hortenſa 
from her Cloiſter 3 nay, to have recourſe to artifice, if 
it ſhould be neceſſary to fruſtrate the deſigns of Sig- 
nor Strozzi, It ſhall be done effeQtually, replied li, 
and you may aſſure Felicia thereof this very night; 
if you find an opportunity to give her an account of 
the ſucceſs of my interview with the fair Hortenſia 
Here is a diamond, added he, of ſufficient value, to be 
worth preſenting to her; tell her, I ſend it her, a; 
her brother, and that ſhe can not refuſe to receive 
it as a pledge of my affection, and the zeal with 
which I undertake to ferve her, unleſs ſhe will treat 
me as a ſtranger and difown her being my ſiſter. 
Haix taken the di- mond, and promiſed to fol. 
low his orders exactiy, I went with that intent to 
FTrufaldini's; but on approaching the houſe, was ſei- 
ſed with ſuch a palpitation of the heart, that it 
prevented my going in. I was afra'd of Felicia“ 
diſcovering my lex ; and that findirg herſelf decews 
ed in one point, ſhe ſhould take it into her head 
to fancy, I would impoſe upon her in arother. | 
might have thought however, that the diamond ! 
was to carry her, would dazzle her eyes ſufficient) 
to prevent her examining me too narrowly, never- 
theleſs, I cou'd not refolve upon venturing thither ; 
and as it began already to grow late, I returned to 
my Convent for fear of making my aunt unealy. 
Bor no ſooner had TI retired to my chamber, 
than I was ſenſible of the overſight I had committed 
in not going to Felicia's; eſpecially, as 1 might 
| | | have 
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aſide into the duſk on pretence of preſenting her 
Salviati's diamond, without being obſerved. I was 
er I BY afraid alſo, Salviati would be alarmed on not find- 
ord. ing me return to him; and would ſend away ſome- 
the body in the morning, to know of Felicia whether I 
'd 1, bad delivered his preſent to her; and 1 ſpent the 


both Wil whole night in reflecting upon the ill conſequence 


v0 of this negle& : Being prepoſſeſſed with this fear, I 
50 Bl left my Convent early in the morning, with deſign to 


e Bil execute the commiſſion I had undertaken, even at 
% the hazard of having my ſex diſcovered. According- 
<, Wi ly I went, and lay upon the watch near Trufaldr- 


Sig- ni's, with intent to flip in, as ſoon as a fair oppor- 


7 be, tunity ſhould offer; not having my nurſe with me, 


t; to procure me admittance. 
it of WullE my thoughts were thus wholy imployed 
Vea! how to get my ſelf introduced, an officer in a po 


0 be chaiſe, of whom I was not aware, paſling cloſe by 


. ne, fixed his eyes earneſtly upon me, and ordering 
ene che poſt-boy to Top ; Either I am mightily miſtaken, 


treat am nearly concerned. Rouſed at the ſound of this 
. voice, I looked up, and knew him to be my brother. 
ol. What! is it you, my dear Alexander, cried IJ, tran- 
t 0 BY fported with joy! I did not expect to ſee you ſo 
ſet wo ! You are come juſt at a time when I moſt want- 
ed you. | 

| Ir won'd be to no purpoſe, to tell you his far- 
deb priſe on ſeeing me in that dreſs ; wherefore I ſhall 


with him to a neighbouring tavern, where I inform- 
ed him not only of the reaſons which had induced 
Ji me thus to diſguiſe my ſelf ; but alſo what part he 
ver ſhould act, if he had a mind to render himſelf the 
happieſt of men, and me the moſt fortunate of wo - 
a 108 men. Having accepted of the offer which he was far 
5 from refuſing, upon the deſcription I gave him of 
ber Felicia, and of her father's riches; F related to him 
diyers times, what converſation had paſſed between 
me, and that lovely maiden ; as alfo what diſcourſe 
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have ſpoken to her without danger, by taking ber 


ſaid he, or ſomething is in agitation here, wherein I 


head only ſay, that he __— from his chaiſe, and I went 


2. 
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1 had with her brother Salviati; to, the end he 


might be enabled to perſonate me the better, and 


not be caught for want of inſtruction: And when he 
had well repeated his part to me in his turn, we 
changed cloathes, and I delivered him Salviati's dia. 
mond, in order to his preſenting it to Felicia. 

_ He did not meet with ſo much difficulty as I ima. 
gined, in getting himſelf introduced to her apart 
ment; ſhe had not paſſed the night much. more at 
eaſe than myſelf; wherefore ſhe had charged one 
of her women, in whom ſhe could repoſe a conk- 
denee, to convey me by a private way into her clo. 
ſet, as ſoon as I ſhould come for admittance ; ſo much 
had ſhe been pleaſed. with my look; and fo impatient 
was ſhe to know whether Salviati had upon his right 
arm, the mark before-mentioned. When my brother 
whom ſhe took, (as I expected ſhe would) for me, 
had informed her, that Salviati was ſo marked, and 
had already concerted meaſures to prevent her falling 
into the hands of Signor Strozzi, he preſented to 
her the diamond Sa/viati had ſent her, as her bro- 
ther, in token of his affection and zeal to ſerve her. 
 -AFFER having well viewed the ſtone, and admir- 
ed its dazzling luſtre ; aſſure my brother from 


me, /zid foe, that J ſhall ſet a great value upon his 
preſent, and that he could not have obliged me more 
£ Fnfibly, than” by charging you with the delivery 

' thereof ; continue fir, to f. 


avour him in his adreſſes 
to the beauty, who found the way to charm him be- 


fore my ſeeing him; and be ſatisfied that 1 will not 


be ungrateful. On this obliging ptomiſe, that ſhe 


would not be ungrateful, my brother, in whoſe eyes 


no doubt, the fair Felicia appeared yet more amia- 


ble, than ſhe had in mine, and who was then ſeiſed 


with that paſſion for her, which he has ever {ſince 


_ retained, anſwered with a ſigh ; I dare not, madam, 
interpret in my own favour, an expreffion that flat- 
ters me ſo agreeably ; nevertheleſs, I will do as you 
deſire, becauſe it is no longer in my power not to de- 
vote myſelf to your ſervice ; and I would rather 
ceaſe to live, than ceaſe to uſe my utmoſt endea- 
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poſal but myſelf, Order matters ſo then, replied ſbe, 


you yeſterday, I would be governed by the advice 
yours. 
turning to the tavern, where I had promiſed to wait 


for him, ſeemed tranſported beyond expreſſion, at the 
office I had cauſed him to undertake for me: Every 


myſelf, and acquainted him how gracioufly Feliciæ 
had received his preſent.” It was impoſſible for me, 


purſued he, to deliver it to her laſt night; I could 


not get admittance till this morning ; and ſhe con- 


jures you above all things, to urge on, as much as 


poſhble, the marriage with Horten ſia. I was juit 
thinking as you came in, ſaid he, (without eying 
my brother more narrowly than Felicia) what mea ; 
ſures to take, to prevent that adorable fair one's be- 
ing raviſhed from me; and will return preſently to 


the Convent, to confer with her about the ſcheme L 


have formed for that purpoſe. If Hortenſia approves 
thereof, and the Abbeſs will favour us therein, I will 
ſend you as ſoon as I come back, to carry the 
news of it to Felicia: Mean while, continued he, 
till I give you ſome other proofs of my ſatisfaction, 
receive this purſe, and put yourſelf in a condition to 
do me credit with Hortenſia, again I have occaſion 
to imploy you on any meſſage to her. 


Tx1s early generoſity had almoſt put my brother 
out of countenance ; and he was within. a little of 
burſting into a laughter, on perceiving what Salvia 


ti had claped into his hand; he made a ſhift how-' 


P 3 
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vours, to leave you miſtreſs of the gift of a heart, 
whereof no one ought reaſonably to claim the diſ- 


that I may be at liberty to beſtow it on whom I 
pleaſe ; and without tioubling your head about a 
needleſs interpretation, remember only, that I told. 
of my brother, if he had reaſon to be ſatisfied with 


My brother then taking leave of Felicia, and re- | 


ne uu re oe + 


thing having ſucceeded thus far, according to my 
wiſhes, I conducted him afterwards to Salviati 8 
lodgings ; which having ſhown him at ſome diſtance, 
he entered therein as boldly as I could have done 
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ever, to compoſe himſelf till he was out of his fight. 
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162 _ The. Adventures 7 - 
As Toon as he cou'd get to me, the buſineſs wherein 
ou have ingaged me, /aid he with a ſmile, is not fo 
ad as I_imagined it to be; and I find one may 
| raiſe one's fortune in love affairs, as well as in the 
- mianagement of a Prince's revenues. Judge you 
whether T am in the right, by the weight of this 
Purſe, which the amorous Salwiati has juſt given 
me as an earneſt of the reward of my future ſervices. 
Fou ſhall be equally liberal to him in your turn, 
anſwered I, when he has intereſted himſelf in your 
behalf with Felicia. That he may be inabled ſo to do, 
replied my brother, the ſcheme he has now formed; 
muſt be actually put in execution; he has not in. 
formed me what it is, but he will be with you to 
day, to conſult you about it; and I would adviſe 
you to return directly to the cloyſter, leſt he ſhould 
be there before you. I followed my brother's coun- 
ſel; after his having promiſed nie not to appear at 
our father's till he had ſeen the iſſue of our mutual 2 
deſign; and to inform me that very night, what Sal- wit. 
vViati ſhould ſay to him, when he had been with me. / 
F haſtened then again to the nunnery, where I ac- bet. 
quainted my aunt with my brother's arrival; as allo & 
with what he had done in my ſtead; and the reſo - love 
Iution Salviati had taken to ſecure me, by a ſpeedy har 
5 from the oppreſſion of my father, and Tra- nal 
1 inn. IJ ee 
21 had ſcarce left my brother, when he was- met wit 
by my nurſe; who ſeeing him in the ſame cloathes, bro. 
as 1 had worn the day before, miſtook him for 'me ; hi 
„and he diverted himſelf a little while, in not .unde- if) 
ceiving her. My poor Horten ſia, cried fe, veryMl 1 
melancholly, I greatly fear you are giving yourſelf JW $99: 
abundance of trouble to no purpoſe; I do not fore · ¶ rep 
ſee how you will get much, ſhould you be able to A 
imbroil Salviati with Felicia; affairs are now come Pu, 
to that paſs between your father and Traaldini, they i Ch! 
cn no longer recede from the verbal contract they an 
had made between them; and I was ſtabbed, as it Ce- 
were to the heart laſt night, on ſeeing them _ = 
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Ay ſign a reciprocal promiſe, to give each other 
their daughters in marriage: I was going to your 
Convent, purſued ſbe, to inform you of this melan- 
cholly news; adviſe you to perſiſt in feigning ſick- 
neſs, till the arrival of your brother; who may per- 
haps, find out ſome expedient, to change the face of 
affairs. Yes, anſwered my brother, that I will, or I 
will loſe my life in the attempt, te. 
MERCIFUL heavens! cried poor Gerarde, yet 
more ſurprifed, than when ſhe took me for him, how 
am overjoyed at your ſpeedy return! How nes 
eſſary was it to fave the two moſt amiable young 
ladies in the world, from an © afflition, which 
will ſurely be their death, unleſs you can cure of 
their infatuation, two. old dotards whom love has 
deprived of their ſenſes. I do not afk you, 'continis+ 
id ſhe; how you came by that - dreſs, which Horten- 
ſa wore yeſterday ; I can eafily conceive that you 
have already ſeen each other, and that you go on 
with the deſign ſhe had undertaken. It is very true, 
anfwered' my brother, and that I may ſucceed the 
better therein, it will be neceſſary for me to know 
exactly the contents of that writing, which our old 
lovers have ſigned interchangeably. It would be no 
hard matter, ſaid Gerarde, to let you ſee the orlgi- 
nal; I know where your father — put the dupli- 
cate belonging to him, and can take it for a moment, 
without his obſerving it. Here is a purſe, /aid 5 
brother, which I have juſt got, by the ſame buſine 
which I beg ydu to undertake; and it ſhall be yours, 
if you bring me that writing. 
Ix is. — the view of a reward, - anſwered the 
good 1e, which makes me concern myfelf for the 
alone induces me to with them all happineſs 3-- but, 
purſued ſhe,” ſince it is as it is, ſtay for me in that 


Church juſt before us, and in leſs than a quarter of 
an hour the purſe” ſhall.- be mine. 


| | In effect, 
im the writing yet ſooner than ſhe had promfſed : 


whereupon, my brother retired into a corner, to look 


repoſe of Hortenſia and Felicia 3 my love to ther 
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t over; but he had not gone thro? half of it, when Ml this 
the thought came into his head, that the very firſt Ml H. 
clauſes therein might be turned to our advantage 
Delivering therefore the purſe to Gerarde, and pro- 
miſing to reſtore the writing to her, as ſoon as he 
ſhould have let me ſee it, he goes to the inn, where 
the Poſt-boy had carried his things, and dreſſing him. 
ſelf very richly, came, as bright as the ſun, to meet 
me at my Convent. | 

As ſoon as he had paid his reſpects to my aunt 
ſiſter, ſaid he, I have brought you my father's af. 
| ſent to your marrying the ſon of Trufaldini ; and[ 
have alſo an agreement ſigned and ſealed by that 
good old gentleman, by virtue of which I may give 
my hand to Felicia. Believing him in jeſt, my aunt 
and I looked at each other, without being at all dif 
poſed, either of us to join with him in his mirth, 
By your grave air, ladies, purſued be, ] find you do 
not give any credit to what I advance; I hope, how- 
ever, you will be convinced, when you behold this 
writing: He then ſhewed us the contract; at the 
bottom of which we ſaw the names of Strozzi and 
Trufaldini, fairly ſigned; but this was not ſufficient 
for us, we wanted to read the body of the covenant. 

SearRE yourſelf that pains, continued he, what J 
ſhew you, is an agreement between our old Gallant, 
who like men that are better ſkilled in war, than in 
drawing up articles, mutually promiſe to deliver each 
of them his daughter to the other to-morrow, after 
the celebration of a marriage according to the. uſual 
forms. Now methinks, pur ſued he, as my name is Stroz- 
zi, and your lover's Trufaldini, inſtead of Saluiati, we 
may take is for granted, that our fathers are ſpeaking : Pa 


of us in this writing ; it not being probable, that lam 
finking as they are, under the burden of their years, ne. 
they ſhould deſign to ſacrifice their daughters to each euer 
other; having ſons of a ſuitable age to theirs, and I 4e 
very well diſpoſed to keep up their families; which | 
would infalliblyj become extinct, ſhould they under- MW; 2 
take to perpetuate them themſelves. No doubt of it, — 


ſaid my aunt, after having read the whole woven 
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this writing may be interpreted two ways; and e 
may make uſe thereof to divert this pair of dotards, 
from entering into an engagement, which they would 
not fail of repenting in a ſhort time: Fortunately for 
us, I am acquainted with one of our Inquiſitors, who 
at my requeſt will join your hands, in purſuance of 
this agreement; and will even think he is doing a 
good work, in preventing them from ſtray ing from 
the paths of wiſdom. _ | „ 

WariLE my aunt was offering us to uſe her intereſt 

with him for this purpoſe, Sa/viati came to the Con · 
vent. As ſoon as he had ſaluted che company, I will 
now keep my word with you, ſir, /aid my aunt to 
him, and my nephew, whom J here preſent you, has 
ſaved me abundance of trouble upon that head. 
Hereupon, Salviati having viewed my brother a 
little, it is not without good reaſon, madam, cried he, 
addreſſing himſelf to me, that this amiable young 
pq has been repreſented to me as your ſeco 
elf; were he to have appeared in your cloaths, I 
might have miſtaken him for you ; and I am greatly 
obliged to by ar contribu ting to the advancement of 
my happineſs, - aunt having then explained ta 
him, what ſhe 3 to do fo the ſecuring - there- 
of, ſhewed him the writing my brother had juſt - 
brought us. 3 5 1 

No ſooner had he obſerved the double conſtruction 
that might be put thereupon, than he agreed it was 
admirably contrived for the uſe ſhe deſigned to make 
of it; and was even more proper for our purpoſe, 
than the ſcheme he had himſelf projected. By what 
bappy fortune, /aid he to my brother, did ſo valuable 

a paper fall into your hands? I would have given all 
Jam worth, to any one who would have brought it 
me. J am a better h2ſband than you, therefore, an- 

ſcvered my brother ; for it only coſt me the purſe you 
gave me this morning. I am undone, cried Salviati in- 
mearately ; ] miſtruſted as much; you know a ſecret, 

I would have buried in eternal oblivion. Do not be 
concerned thereat, /aid my brother ; it is already for- 


dotten for the ſake of Felicia, who has ſubdued 2 
5 . ſons 
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| ſons of as much reſolution as yourſelf 5 and J have 
.myſelf been wounded as well as another, for having 
ventured too near the lightning that darts from her 
eyes. My comfort, however, is, ſhe had the good. 
neſs to tell me, if I ſerved you effectually with Hor. 
tenſia, ſhe would be adviſed by you, what recompence 
ſhe ſhoula beſtow on me in return. She is your, 
then, anſwered Salviati, if it depends only upon me 
to obtain you the gift of her hand ; and as amiable 
as ſhe is, ſhe can not diſpoſe of it to one who is more 
worthy than yourſelf of poſſeſſing her heart. Let us 
be before-hand then, with our rivals, cried my br. 
ther; and reduce them this very night, to the ne- 
ceſſity of confeſſing one day, that they are obliged 
to us for ſaving them from the precipice, upon which 
they were running headlong, had not we had the 
prudence to prevent them. | 
As my aunt imagined herſelf aſſured of getting an 

Inquiſitor of her acquaintance to marry us, nothing 
remained, but to get Felicia to our Convent: My 
brother promiſed to bring her thither; and to ſuc- 
eeed in his undertaking, which did not ſeem very 
eaſy, had recourſe to my nurſe; to whom he pri- 
vatel ſent word to my father's, to meet him at 1 
certain place, which he ſpecified. Gerarde being 
come thither accordingly, he informed her of our 
reſolution ; and charged her to go and acquaint Feli. 
cia therewith, who approved of it, without raiſing 
any objection againſt it: By my brother's inftrudt- 
ons, nurſe prevailed on her to leave her father's, and 
go along with her; upon aſſuring her it was to 2 
Convent ; where we were waiting for her, with the 
_ utmoſt impatience. She arrived there within a couple 
of hours after the departure of my brother ; who, 
having kept her in fight all the way, was at the Con- 
vent time enough to hand her in ; accordingly he led 
her into our parlour, where we received her in a 
manner ſuitable to her merit. 5 
Jvpox now, ſaid my brother to me, whether Sal. 
viati is not excuſable; and whether J ſhould not 
have been to be pitied, had you not been conſiderate 

. 5 : enough 
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enough to forgive him an inconſtancy, that was not 
voluntary ? It would not have been pardonable, an- 
fwered Felicia, ſpeaking for me, if heaven had not 
had its own deſigns in permitting it. This inconſtancy” 
was neceſſary, in order to his being found out by his 
iter; and the diamond he ſent me this morning, 
will contribute greatly towards his being diſcovered a 
ſecond time, by one more near to him. My father, 
purſued ſhe, having ſurpriſed me as I was viewing it, 
and having viewed it himſelf attentively in his turn, 
changing colour. at the ſame time, frequently aſked 
me, from whom I had it? And on my anſwering, 
it was brought me to be ſold, he told me, he ſhould 
be glad to ſpeak with the perſon who offered it to 
ſale, believing he might give him ſome intelligence of 
bis ſon: Hereupon, I promiſed to let him ſee the 
owner, and will be as good as my word, when it is 
a proper time, You may keep your promiſe, if you 
pleaſe, to morrow, /azd Salviati ; ſince you are will- 
ing to diſcharge for me to day, what I ſo juſtly owe 
to Hortenfia's brother. | . 

WHiLE my brother was employed in getting Fe- 
lia to cur Convent, my aunt had ſent to the Inqui- 
ſtor, to deſire his company, about an affair wherein 
ſhe was concerned; and he came thither, while Sil. 
viati and my brother were in the heigth of their com» 
pliments. My aunt immediately ftated the caſe be- 
fore him; informed him of all the circumſtances ; 
and made him read the agreement between my fa- 
tier and Trufaldini. It muſt be confeſſed, madam, 
ſaid he, that the promiſe here entered into, by theſe 
two heads of their reſpective families, may be inter- 
preted to the advantage of their children; but we 
muſt obſerve at the ſame time, that we can not in con- 
ſeience, make an ill uſe of their inability to expreſs 
themſelves clearly. This Preamble threw us into a 


great conſternation :. You are ſenſible, madam, con- 


tinued he, that in wreſting the ſenſe of any writing 


contrary to the intent of thoſe who ſigned it, we 


ſould imitate thoſe pettyfoggers, who pervert the 
true meaning of the laws, in order to defend a 
| | | - bad 


dor ſpeak thus; our blood was all chilled im our veins; 
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bad cauſe ; and ſhould thereby, like them, be e 
come guilty of prevarication, for which we ſhould be do 
one day accountable, My advice, therefore, would 
be, to return this writing to thoſe, to whom we are per 
indiſpenſiby bound to reitore it; and not to wreſt it Nove 
to an uſe, whereof I can by no means approve. 
Ir. would be impoſſible, lovely Pilgrims, to expreſz 
the oppreſſion of our ſpirits, on hearing the Inquiſi. 


and a livid paleneſs, which overſpread our cheeks, 
gave ſuch evident figns of the approach of death, that 
tne ſame Inquiſitor,. terrified at the danger wherein 
he ſaw us, exhorted us to take courage; and not be 
1 ſo much, before we had heard all he had 
EF U 
Tad I do not intend, reſumed he, to make 1 
wicked uſe of this contract, it does not follow from 
thence, that J will refuſe to exert in your favour, 
that power wherewith I am inveſted by virtue of ny 
character. Marriage, continued he, is an ordinance 
inſtituted for the authoriſing a lawful union between 
man and woman; one of the chief ends of which, is 
the procreation of childen: Now, according to 
this definition of. marriage, neither Signor Strozzi, 
nor Signor Trufaldini, with whom I have been long 
acquainted, are any longer capable of performing 
che duties of the conjugal ſtate; and it would be an 
evident abuſe of the ordinance, to ſuffer them to take 
it: upon them. Nevertheleſs, added be, finding by 
this writing, that it is their intention to. contract an 
affinity to each other; and it not being reaſonable to 
deprive them of that ſatisfaction; it is my opinion, 
we can not better enter into their views, than by 
marrying you together, ; ſmce you are their othef had by 
ſelves, and may torm between you an alliance, which 
they could not contract, as they had concerted their 
ſcheme, without ſcandaliſing not only all religious 
perſons, but even all ſuch as have any the leaſt mon 
lity. For this reaſon, added be, addreſing bimſel 
to my aunt, Whenever you, madam, think fit that! 


| ſhouli 
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- be PPould give them the nuptial blefling, T am ready to 
1d be do it, provided they perſiſt in the mind to deſire it. 
vould Havixo all four anſwered at a time, that we did 
e are ¶ perſiſt therein, and ſhould continue ſo to do as long as 
reſt it ve lived; I do not in the leaſt doubt it, /aid Be, 
| ſmiling at the eagerneſs of our reply: And my aunt 
preſy I having begged him afterwards, not to defer the cere- 
ui. WY mony of our marriages, he bad us prepare ourſelves 
eins; bor it, and promiſed to do it next morning early. 
eeks, Nor was he worſe than his word; for ſcarce had my 
that MW brother and Salviati, who lodged together that 
erein night, returned to the Convent, at the time appoint - 


ed, than word was brought that the Inquiſitor was 
come ; and after a pathetic.exhortation, about the ſe- 
reral duties of a married pair, and the fidelity they 
ke 2 {Wire mutually obliged to obſerve to each other, if they 
from Mould draw down the blefling of heaven upon them- 
vour, Wives ; he made us pronounce the ſolemn I WILL; 
f my WE vhich we did with ſuch a chearful air, as fully con- 
nance MWvinced him, it came from the bottom of our hearts. 
ween f Tis fo much wiſhed for ceremony being over, the 
ch, is queſtion then was, who ſhould give advice thereof to 
ig tony father and Trafaldini; and get them to approve - 
oi, of an alliance, which in all probability, they would 
long rot ratify with a very yoo grace: Accordingly, my 
ming{MWſ:unt was at an utter loſs whom to pitch upon, to un- 
be an Wdertake the reconciling them both to us and herſelf. 


ot be 
had 


take Having informed the Inquiſitor therefore of her per- 
1g by{Mplexity ; let not that make you uneaſy, madam, /aid . 
ct ue; 1 have joined the hands of your nephews and 
ole tofMWnieces, it is my buſineſs to carry the news thereof to 


their fathers ; and to let them know my reaſons for 

n by rot conſulting them about this double marriage. He 
other had been before informed of what related to Salvi- 
vhichM-! ; he had ſeen the pomegranate on his arm; and 
theirfſwas appriſed what effect the diamond he had ſeen in . 
giou]W#e/icia's hand had produced on Trufaldins : He left 
us therefore, and went directly to my father; who 
knew not what to think, on hearing one of the In- 
quiſitors deſired to ſpeak with him. 8 | 
Yob Ab -- Q - Bre 


nion, 
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+ Bzinc ſtrangers, you may not be ſenſible perhaps, 
that in the countries ſubject to the Inquiſition, the 
very name of an Inquiſitor carries a terror with it; 
eſpecially, if one is viſited by any of thoſe confer. 
vators of the faith, when one is not intimately ac. 
quainted with them. Trafaldini, who had already 
gat to my fathet's, and was bewailing with him, the 
1udden diſappearance of his daughter, trembled him. 
. ſelf, on hearing that formidable word; and would 
have given half he was worth, not to have been then 
found in his. company; becauſe of the Hl ,conſequen- 
ces, that might have enſued from his converſing with 
him. vp 1 

Dx x up your tears, Signor Trufaldini, /aid the 
Tnquifitor, on entering the room; and before he ſpole 
one word to my father,; I know the reaſon of your 
| ſhedding them; and ſhould have been at your houſe 
as ſoon as J had gone from hence, to put an end to 
your uneaſineſs. But, purſued he, ſince I have met 
you both together, and one and the ſame affair has 
| 8 to Signor Strozzi's, know both of you, 
that I have juſt united by the bands of marriage, four 
young folks, whom, without procuring thereby any 
Happineſs to yourſelves, you would have rendered 
miſerable for their whole lives, had I not made uſe 
of my authority to ſecure their felicity. To explain 
myſelf more clearly, continued be, I have juſt joined 
the hands of the young Trafaldini and the fair Hor- 
tenſia; and of the amiable Stroxzi and the lovely 
Felicia: And in ſo doing, I have only performed the 
will of heaven ; at leaſt, I judge ſo, by the unfore- 
ſeen exchange of Stroxzi, who might have remained 
long time prfoner of war; and by the unexpected 
return, and ſurpriſing diſcovery of Trufaldini, who 
has brought you back with intereſt, the riches where- 
y the pyrates rabbed you when they carried him 
" ns 
 *Dvrinc this diſcourſe of the Inquiſitor's, my fa- 
ther and Trafaldini looked at each other like two 
men come from another world; not daring to let ſo 
much as a ſigh eſcape them, leſt it ſhould be ps” 

2 2E 
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ed highly eriminal. At laft, old Trufaldini being 
robably more couragious than my father, had the 
reſolution to anſwer this member of the holy office; 
that indeed, he did intend to have married Hortenſia, 
in hopes of having an heir, who might have kept up 
the almoſt extin& family of the Trufaldini's ; but 
ſince his ſon was reſtored to him, he was very well 
pleaſed that he was united to that perſon, - for whom 
he had himſelf had the greateſt efteem. My father- 
then replied ;* for his part, he had only deſired Feli 
cia for his wife, that he might enjoy the fortune 
ſhe would have brought him, to have lived the better 
thereon in his old age; but that ſince part of Tre-_ 
faldini's wealth fell into the hands of his ſon,” he 
bleſſed heaven for having done all for the beſt ; and 
and tho' he was but in an ill ſtate of health, he would 

to his ſiſter's Convent, and conduct the new- mar- 
ned pairs to Trufaldini's, there to teftify, by heart 
rejoicings, how ſenſibly obliged they were, by what 
the Inquifitor had done for their common ſatisfaction, 
In effect, my father came with him to us at the Con - 
vent; embraced. us by turns very tenderly ; thanked 
my aunt for her zeal, and carried us to the houſe of 
Trufaldini ; who was waiting for us; and preparing 
every thing neceſſary to celebrate joyfully, the return 
of a ſon, whom he had never forgotten, tho” he- had 
been loſt ſo many years. | | | 
I ſhall not weary out your-patience any longer, by 
a needleſs deſcription of the ſplendid entertainment 
made by that old gentleman, when he was convinced 
that the ſuppoſed Salviati was his real ſon ; nor by# 
the account given by the latter, of the death of the 
pyrate who carried him away; and of his wife's 
taking ſuch a fancy to him, that ſhe had bred him 
up as her own ſon; and had left him, at her deceaſe, 
which happened about five years before his arrival at 
Genoa, all the riches her huſband had acquired by 
his pyracies; I will only detain you one moment, 
with ſome reflections, which are not favourable to- 
the ſyſtem of generous Periander; and if ever he 
was in love, I will lay a wager, being ſo ſincere as he 
8 r is. 
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is, he will preſently own, that the leaſt rival, nay 
a very ſhadow caules uneaſineſs, when one is affe& 
with a real paſſion. This is juſt what I want te make 
him confeſs, that jealouſy is the neceſfary conſequence 
of love; (ſince this uneaſineſs is a downright jealouſy; 
and. that the queſtion, which 1s to be diſcuſſed in the 
academy, to-day upon this head, will not be ſo 
eaſily decided, as he perhaps, only pretends to ima. 
ine. | a 
8 TE ſtory you have juſt told us ſo agreeabl, 
charming Hortenfia, anſwered Periander, ſhews that 
love is not always free from thoſe jealous emotions, 
which a manifeſt inconſtancy, like that of your Sali: 
ati, excites in the ſoul; but this does not prove that 
jealouſy is inſeparable from it. That uneaſineſ,, 
continued he, which you call by that name, 1s only a 
fear, which the doubt of not being ſufficiently ac. 
compliſhed. to deſerve the poſſeſſion of the perſon he 
loves, may reaſonably create in every diſcreet lover; 
whereas jealouſy denotes a weakneſs, which goes ſo 
far, as to make a man ſuſpe& the object of his af. 
fection, of being capable of a breach of faith; which 
in my opinion, is an offence that ought rather to 
cauſe him to incur the diſpleaſure of his beloved, 
than to preſerve him her affection. If therefore, pur- 
fued he, the neceſſity of proceeding on our journey, 
did not preſs us to depert from Milan, I ſhould take 
a pleaſure in proving before the whole academy, that 
love in its real nature, is a ſedate paſſion of the ſou}, 
x hoſe tranquility is not diſturbed by the tumult of o- 
ther paſſions ; and that at moſt, it is only put into 2 
little emotion by fear ; which is ſometimes ſerviceable 
to it, to prevent its degenerating into ſupineneſs or 
indifference. . | ES 
Havixe thus ſaid, Periander and Auriſtella, with 
their company, prepared for their departure from 
Milan; to the great regret of Hortenſia; who could 
have wiſhed her huſband had been returned from Cre- 
mona, Whither he was gone to take poſſeſſion of an 
eſtate, that ſhe might have gone with them, part of 
their way. They ſet out then, without that * 
| . os | able 
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able Florentine, on the road to Lucca, a city of a mo- 
derate extent, but pretty handſome ; and enjoying a 
perſelt liberey, can otBtion, of cis Ing 
and Spain. The Spaniards meet there with a better 
reception, than in any other part of Italy; becauſe 
that, contrary to their natural temper, they are for- 
ced there to uſe intreaties, inſtead of commands; and 
not being ſuffered to ſtay more than one day, they 
have not time to ſhew themſelves, as elſewhere, or to 


* 


_ 1 their diſpoſition be ſeen; which in ſome places, is 
hows charged with being imperious and haughty. Tt was 
he in this city, then, our Pilgrims met with the ſtrange - 
that adventure, which will be.recounted in the enſuing . 
ne, chapter. , | 

uy 2 R ONTO: | 1 
ac. | 

1 „„ . : 
ver; Te remarkable flory of Signora Iſabella Caſtruccio. 
** EFORE we proceed to the relation thereof, it 
re will be proper to premiſe, that the inns of Lucca, 
to ne of fo different a bigneſs, from thoſe of the other 
ved places of Italy, that each of them are capable of lodge- 
pu- ing a troop of fifty horſe, with their baggage; and the 


de equipage, and ſervants of the officers. A file of ſoldi- 
9 ers, detached from thoſe who kept guard at the gates, 
conducted our pilgrims to one of theſe inns 3 and. ac 


= cording to cuſtom, delivered them by tale, into the 
fo. hands of the landlord, who took upon him, to ſee 
to 2 them forthcoming, in the ſame number, when they 


able fh0uld ſer out from thence to continue their pilgrimage. - | 
Juſt as they were entering, they ſaw a man coming out, 


"0 whom by his habit, they took for a phyſician 3 and 
vin they judged themſelves not deceived, when they heard 
om him iay- to a woman, who appeared to be miſtreſs of 


old the houſe 3- I have not yet been able to-diſcover, whe- 
ther this young lady is mad, or poſſeſſed ; but that 1 
may not be miſtaken in my judgement, it is my opini- 
of on, ſhe is both the one and the other; nevertheleſs, 
in ſpite of her lunacy, and the devil, who poſſeſſes 


> 
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if her uncle would not be in too great a hurry to de. 
part, but would allow me time, to effect a cure of ſuch 
importance. | | 
WharT ! ſaid Gertrude, then to her company, do 
they lodge us in a houſe with lunaticks, and demoni- 
acks ! be adviſed by me, purſued ſbe, and let us be 
Zone quickly; and ſee for a lodging wich perſons in 
their ſenſes, of whom the evil ſpirit has not taken poſ- 
ſeſſion. Yout lady-ſhip ſaid the Landlady, who had 
overheard her, may ſtay. here, without any ſcruple; 
and may alſo, without any danger, be witneſs, to 
what the curious would come a hundred leagues to ſee, 
were they appriſed of what paſſes in this inn. This 
diſcourſe raiſing the curioſity of our Pilgrims, they a- 
greed to follow the woman's advice; but aſked her at 
the ſame time, what there was ſo extraordinary in het 
houſe, to draw people ſo far, to have a ſight thereof! 
Come along with me, anſwered the Landlady, and 
you ſhall be judges yourſelf, whither I tell you truth, 
or not. 5 2 | 5 
Tk x went with her, then, and entered a cham- 
ber, where they beheld, in a rich bed, a very beau- 
tiful young lady, ſeeming between ſizteen and ſeven- 
teen, whoſe arms were faſtened to the bed's-head, to 
prevent her moving them. Two women who were 
attending her as nurſes, were endeavouring to tye her 
legs alſo; but the young lady deſired them not to do 
it, becauſe modeſty would prevent her being guilty of 
any indecency. Addreſſing herſelf afterwards. to the 
Pilgrims: Angels incarnate, to all appearance, ſaid 
foe, | believe you are come down from heaven, to re- 
ſtore me to my health; nor can I expect any thing leſs 
from your preſence. I conjure you then, pure intelli- 
gences, continued ſhe, by the power you enjoy from 
our common creator, to command theſe material ſub- 
ſtances, theſe women who have tyed me, as you ſee, 
to undo my arms, this inſtant, becauſe, as ſoon as I 
have had four or five bites thereof, I ſhall be ſatisfied 
not being ſo unreaſonable as. they imagine ; the ſpirit 
that torments me, not being cruel enough, to let me 
bite myſelf any more, 5 


Poox 
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Poor niece, /aid an old man, who then entered the 
room, ſizhing, who is it that will not let thee bite 
thyſelf any more? Dear Jſabella purſued he, compoſe 
thyſelf a little ; recommend thyſelf to heaven, which 
has indued thee with reaſon ; and inſtead of wanting 
to tear and devour thy delicate fleſh, endeavour to eat - 
what thy uncle, who loves thee tenderly, will provide 


for thee. Speak continued he, thy eftate is ſufficient, _ 


to afford thee whatever the ſea, earth, or air, can 
yield moſt delicious. I want nothing but reſt, an au- 
red the young lady; and to be left alone with theſe an- 
gels; perhaps their preſence will drive the devil far 
from me, for generally, he does not love to be in their 
company. Making a ſign then, to Auriſtella, Conſtan- 
tia, Gertrude, and Felicia-Flora, not to. quit the room, 
ſhe begged the reſt to retire. Her uncle then remem- 
bering the Pilgrims again, informed them that the 
perſon they beheld, in that deplorable condition, was 
the ſame, whom they had ſeen not long before, in a 
green habit, paſſing by the hermitage of the venerable 
Soldino ; upon which they allo called to mind the 
young afflicted one, whoſe name they were told, by 
the ſervant, to whom they gave a glaſs of wine, was 
Jabella Caſtruccio; as alſo, that her uncle was going 
to marry her, againſt her will, to a nobleman of the 
kingdom of Naples. "of : 

Inu company together with her uncle, being with- 


drawn at her deſire, and Jſahella being left alone, 


with the perſons before-mentioned, ſhe begged them 
to look carefully, whether nobody was hid about the - 
chamber, who might over hear them: Accordingly, 
Gartrude examined narrowly every corner, and told 
her ſhe might diſcloſe her mind freely. Being aſſured 
no one was preſent, but thoſe whom ſhe was willing 
to intruſt with her ſecret ; ſhe raiſed herſelf up, as 
well as ſhe was able,. and opened her mouth, as if to 


reveal all that was in her heart ; but inftead of words, | 
ſhe could bring out nothing but ſighs, which forced *© 


their way with ſo much violence, one would, have 
thought herſelf would have followed them ; and ſhe 
was ſeiſed with ſuch a weakneſs, ſhe fell backward, 
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in a fwoon, upon the bed, which made our Pilgrim; 
apprehenfive, ſhe was going to expire. They called 
_— out: therefore for help; and the uncle haſtened in, 
Holding in one hand a crucifix, and in the other, 2 
holy-water - ſprinkle: Two Fryars, believing alſo the 
demions were then tormenting 7/abe//a afreſh, follow. 
ed the good old gentleman, promiſing themſelves, to 
ſend them ſoon packing to the bottomleſs abyſs. 
Tu young lady being by this time, come to her. 
ſelf, and ſeeing theſe preparations for exorciſing her, 
ſaid to the two good Fryars ; What you are about to 
'do, reverend fathers, will be of no manner of ſervice; 
you will not be able to make me leave this place; 1 
will not ftir from hence untill J pleaſe ; and that will 
not be till the arrival of Andrew Marulo, a gentle. 
man, who was born in this city, ahd who is now at 
his ſtudies at Salamanca, without _— himſelf a- 


bout what paſſes at Lucca. This diſcourſe fully con- 


firmed them, that an evil ſpirit had taken poſleffion 


of J/abella ; for not being able to conceive, now the | 


could know, there was a family of the name of Mary 
to, in that city, where ſhe had never been before, 


they concluded it was abſolutely the devil, who ſpoke 


by her mouth. Full of this notion, the two Fryars 


uſed their utmoſt efforts, to deliver J/abe//a ; but their 


ſummons to the evil ſpirit, to quit the body of the de- 
moniac, had no better ſucceſs, than thoſe they had 
recourſe to before; Jſabella, who had her own rea- 


ſons, not to trouble herſelf about them, begged the 


good fathers to defer the remainder of their ceremo- 
nies till another time, and to leave her for the pre- 
fent, at quiet, with thoſe Angels; whoſe company 
ſhe defired, becauſe they might perhaps be able, ſoon- 
| 5 than the exorciſts, to force the evil ſpirit to:quit the 
place. | = 


Nor being willing to contradi& her, the two Fryars 


withdrew, with the ſorrowful old gentleman who had 


had brought them thither; and Felicia-Flora, at the 


requeſt of Jſabella, having ſearched the room nar- 


- 


rowly, and well faſtened the door, aſſured her, ſhe 


might 


* 
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might then without fear, unboſom berſelf freely. 
The firſt thing, lovely Pilgrims, /ai4 foe, that I 
ſhall intreat you is, to undo my arms; for notwith- 
ſanding the fillets are not tied very hard, they are 
troubleſome to me; and I ſhall not be able to con- 
verſe with you at eaſe. . On hearing 7/abe/la talk ſo 
ſenſibly, our Pilgrims made no difficulty of looſening +. 
her arms; and that beauteous maiden having raiſ- 
ed herſelf up in her bed, and placed the four ladies 
on each ſide of her, in a low voice, and with tears 
trickling down her cheeks, ſhe broke ſilence as fol- 
lows. 35 

I doubt not, ladies, but by the extravagancies 
whereof you ſee me guilty, you take me for what I 
am not; tho? notwithſtanding the plainneſs of your 
dreſs, I take you for what you are, I mean for per- 
ſons of the firſt rank. Lay aſide, I beſeech you, a 
prejudice which is not favourable to me; and be af- 
ſured, no evil ſpirits have any ſhare in the part I 
here act againſt my will. My name is 4/abel/a Ca. 
frruccio, and I am the moſt unfortunate maiden in 
the univerſe, tho* deſcended of the parents of the 
firſt rank, both for nobility and riches z who once 
bleſſed heaven for that little ſhare of beauty, it had 
conferred on me. My father and mother were ori- 
ginally of Capua, in the kingdom of Naples, tho? 
J was born at Madrid in old Caſtile: Being ſo un- 
happy as to loſe them in my infancy, I was brought 
up with my uncle, the old gentleman you have juſt 
ſeen, who reſided at the court of Spain. But alas! 
why do J begin ſo high the ſtory of my misfortunes. 
Bine then at my uncle's, there came a young 
gentleman to Madrid, whom happening to ſee one 
day at church, I looked at ſo attentively, that when 
I returned home, I found I had taken too much 
pleaſure in gazing on him; feeling within my ſelf 
ſuch a growing kindneſs for him, as I never had 
before been ſenſible of for any one of his ſex. © Per- 
haps you will blame me for not having got the bet- 


ter of theſe firſt motions of tenderneſs in my heart; 
| | | 5 


— 


— 5 
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F'blame myſelf alſo for it; but I was young ant be ha 
without experience; and love was then utterly yn. {Wuncon 
known to me: I believe therefore you will forgive {ſhure 
me this weakneſs, when you conſider what little re. WM that Þ 
fiſtance a young girl can make againſt an object that Wmigh 
appears before her, with all the graces nature can Wt gi 
poſſibly laviſh upon him. 8 to pu 

Tuls young gentleman then, made ſuch a lively Ine: 
impreſſion upon me, that his image which was per. tho 
petually before me, drew me on from kindneſs to dvar 
eſteem; and afterwards by degrees, from this eſteem 
to friendſhip ;-- which likewiſe, was changed into 
love the very ſecond time I ſaw him in the fame 
place, It was not long before I inquired into his 
extraction, his qualities, and what was his buſineſs at 
Madrid. Word was brought me his name wa And 
Andrew Marulo, ſen to John Baptiſt Marulo, one Ive ce 
of the moſt antient Senators of the republic of Luc ati 
ca; but at the ſame time, one of thoſe whoſe cir- tte. 
cumftinces were the moſt indifferent. As to his ]?Wafect 
behaviour; they added it was the moſt regular that fr ſ 
had ever been; known, in any gentleman of his age; I fruſtr 
and that he was going to Salamanca, to perfect him- ime 

„e, ny WT ons proct 

Bz3xc: apprehenſive of his leaving Madrid, before 

Thad an opportunity of converſing with him, I cauſed 
it to be. artfully.infinuated to him by one in whom 
I''cou'd confide, that ſhe knew me to be favourably 
inclined to him 3. that I was miſtreſs of a great el- 
tate; and was as young as lovely. He- was told 
alſo, that my uncle being my guardian, wanted to 
compel me to marry one of my relations, that the 
eſtate inight not go out of our family; that I had 
an e to the match; and that fortune 
offered him thereby, a fair opportunity to retrieve 
the affairs of his family; that he ought to take ad- 
vantage of my preſent diſpoſition to favour him; 

and that if the offer pleaſed him, means would be u- 
fed to introduce him to mwmqmea. 
. "His anſwer to the perſon who made him this 

| Propoſal, was, that he was no ſtranger to any = 

| : 
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ſie had told him, either of my immenſe riches, or my 
uncommon beauty; for, having ſeen me frequently at 
church, he had conceived ſo ſtrong an affection for me, 
re. Ml that be was defirous of knowing who Iwas ; that he 
that night be able to judge whether he ought reaſonably 
can Wo give way to -his- inclination, or ſhould endeavour + 

to put a ſtop to its growth, by avoiding the ſight of 
vely ne: That accordingly having been informed, that 
tho! we were almoſt of an equal rank, I had the 


er 

＋ vantage of an eftate, which far exceeded his; he 
-em lad ever ſince uſed continual efforts to ſuppreſs a 
into NA pafion, which reaſon wou'd not ſuffer to take root 
ame in his heart. i . | 
his Do not you know, ſaid this Perſon, that at your 


e, reaſon has nothing to do with love affairs ? 
And that ſhe would often give us ill counſel, ſhould 
one ve copſult her when we are in love. Follow then, 
Unc: Nontinued ſbe, the advice ſuggeſted to you by the 
cir- ltter; fince it is by that alone, the object of your 


his afection is governed; and prepare yourſelf to of- 
that er ſoon to Jabella, what aſſiſtance is neceſſary to 
ge; MY fruſtrate the deſigns of her guardian; In effect, the 
im- me perſon found means ſome days afterwards, to 


procure us an interview. I fhall not detain you with 
the particulars of what had paſſed thereat; I ſhall 
only tell you, Marulo aſſured me, that excluſive of 
my riches, he had conceived an affection for me, that 
would never be extinguiſhed, and ſhould all his life 
be thankful for the permiſſion J had given him to 
adore me, | ; | ?? 
He conjured me likewiſe, not to be prevailed on 
by the ſeducing arguments of my uncle ; and pro- 
miſed to aſſiſt me in bringing him off from his pre- 
poſſeſſion, in favour of that relation, for whom he 
deſigned my hand, as ſoon as he ſhould return from 


ad- N balamanca; whither he was to go next day, to ac- 
m; company a friend, who had ſet out with him from 
u- ahh to purſue his ſtudies at that univerfity. . I al- 

0 aſſured him, that during his abſence, I would 
this frmly oppoſe whatever might be undertaken- contra- 


to my will, my affection not being of ſuch ͤ 
„ 
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nature, to take riſe, and die away the ſame moment. 
After theſe reciprocal marks of our love, we took 
leave of each other, and I ſaw him ſhed tears next 
morning as he paſſed under my balcony ; in ſettin 
out from Madrid with his friend. I was ſenſible 
by thoſe tears, that tho' he was going from me, his 
heart was with him; as I was by a certain oppreſſion 
of ſpirits, which then ſeiſed me, that mine went a. 
long with him, without ſtirring from my place, 
Bur to what reverſes of fortune are thoſe wretchez 
expoſed, whom that blind goddeſs delights to perſe. 
cute. Next morning after Marulo's departure, my 


uncle informed, he had juſt taken leave of the King, 


who had charged him with a commiſſion to. the 
Vice-Roy of Naples, whereof he muſt give his ex. 
cellency an account with all expedition; and that 
therefore, I muſt prepare to ſet out from Madrid 
that very day. I had no occaſion to pretend ſick- 
neſs, to oblige him to defer our departure ; for [ 
was fo greatly affe#d at this news, that a fever 
ſeiſed me immediately, which flying up to my brain, 
made me light-headed, and gave him ſome uneaſi- 
neſs. Nevertheleſs, neither the fever, nor the deli- 
rium that attended it, having had any ill conſe. 
quences, by reaſon of the goodneſs of my conſtitu- 


tion, I was obliged to yield obedience to my uncle; 


who ſaid ; my illneſs was only the effect of my a- 
verſion to the match propoſed by him, which would 
be removed as ſoon as I ſhould have ſeen the per- 

ſon for whom he deſigned me. 5 

PRETENDING therefore that J wanted a little repoſe, 
and having obtained thereby ſome reſpite, J made uſe 
thereof to write to Marulo, and inform him of what 
had happened. I acquainted him in my letter, that 

I was ſetting. out for Italy, and could not by any 

means avoid it; but that as ſoon as we ſhould 

have paſſed the Alps, I would manage matters ſo, as 
to go by the way of Lucca; and when we arrived 
at that city, would pretend on a ſudden to be poſ- 
ſeſſed by an evil ſpirit, that he might thereby have 

| | SN | time 


time to return from Salamanca; that in ſpite of 
my guardian, and even of the whole world, I would 
make him my huſband, if he continued ſo to be; 
and that I ſhould judge of the ardour of his affec- 
tion, by his expedition in haſtening to my aſſiſ- 
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— 


tance, and diſcharging me from the troubleſome 


part I was to act. | 

Having written my letter, I ſent a man whom I 
could intruſt with it; and am ſatisfied Marulo re- 
ceived it as ſoon as he got to Salamanca; and that 
conſequently, I may expect him here very ſuddenlly: 
Mean while I have already been three days in this 
city, and have ſuffcred myielf to be exorciſed, as if 
J had a legion of devils within me; whereas I can 
aſſure you, no other evil ſpirits torment me but my 


fear of being hurried from hence before the arrival. = 
of my lover, from which I fhall be delivered as 
ſoon as Marulo has exorciſed me himſelf. This la- 


dies, is my ſtory ; and if you would have me as 
much obliged to you, as to thoſe to whom I owe my 
birth, you will aſſiſt me in giving an air of truth to 
my impoſture; and will ingage my uncle, not to 
force me away from hence, tili the evil ſpirits have 


been obliged to quit poſſeſſion, leſt ſome diſaſter 


ſhould befall me, when out of the reach of the 


Exorciſts. Perhaps by obtaining ſome few days re. 
ſpite, heaven will ſuff-r Maralo to arrive here, and 


deliver me from the hands of my perſecutor; as alſo 


to return you thanks, for doing him io important 
a ſervice, 


Nor-a little diverted as well as ſurpriſed, at the. 


novelty of the part which love had induced Jbella 
to undertake, the four ladies could not help laugh- 


ing heartily thereat, together with that amiable 


young ſtranger ; and in hopes of further diverfion, 
from ſo entertaining a ſcene, they promiſed to con- 
cur with her in carrying on the. frolic ; and to diſ- 
ſuade her uncle from removing her from Lucca, and 
gain time for the arrival of her lover, wha might 
be able to make affairs take another turn; fince 
ſhe preferred a ſettlement in that gity with him, to 
"Yb 1h R ES that 
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that which was deſigned. her at Capua, by the old ll beh 


gentleman. aſke 
— — — ONE qua 
| CHAP. Yi him 

The ſequel of Signora Iſabella Caſtruccio's Story, = 
XNTVMHTATTERS having been thus concerted, the fair mo! 
| Caftruccio left nothing undone to confirm het lad) 
uncle, and the Phyſician in the opinion they had im- ſur 
bibed of her being poſſeſſed by evil ſpirits ; and the ſeſſi 
four ladies now become her confidantes, and intire- tink 
ly in her intereſt, did their utmoſt to perſuade them and 
it muſt be the devil who uttered by her mouth (wh 
ſuch particulars, whereof ſhe could not poſſibly have poi 


had any knowledge, having never before been at 
Lucca. Had you not aſſured me, ſaid Gertrude t the 
the old Gentleman and the Doctor, that Iſabella has ſo y 

never yet had any propenſity to love I ſhould gire 


more than once have been tempted to think by the crec 
violence of her fits, that inſtead of an evil ſpirit, it {ron 
had been love {which they ſay, is as bad as any two bou 
devils for tormenting folks) which has rendered her he 
To frantic ; but ſince that paſhon has not yet had any) myſ 
influence over her, it is my firm belief that ſome man 
unknown Sorcerer has reduced her to the ſtate do 
wherein we now ſee her; and I am fatisfied it will bis“ 


be her death, if ſhe is humoured ſo far, as to be MI »az 
let go to Capua; for which place, as ſhe told me ll talk 
but a moment ago, The was reſolved to ſet out this den, 
very night incognito, to pull out the eyes of a gi- whit 
ant, who is continually raiſing up an infernal mon- tery 
Ker to deſtroy her. | 8 
HER tender guardian, azfevercd the Phyſician, has thou 
too great a value for his ward, to be willing to be Y 
himſelf her murderer ; and it would be little better, Iſab 
to ſuffer her even to ſtir about her chamber; which tem 
ought to be kept ſo cloſe, that not the leaſt air ſhould ] deve 
get in. Juſt as the Doctor had thus ſpoken, the old I hear 
Senator Marulo who had heard that the devil made I join: 
mention of him by the mouth of the poſſeſſed, had Ah, 
the curiofity to be himſelf a witneſs of 1/abe/la's I hou 


be 
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behaviour; and accordingly came to the inn, and 

aſked for the Phyſician, who happened to be his ac- 
quaintance. The Doctor hearing thereof, cauſed 
him to be introduced into her chamber, and having” 
led him up to the bedſide ; ſpeak the truth, Sig- 
wr Marulo, ſaid he, is it not a thing that would 
move any one to compaſſion, to ſee ſo lovely a young, 
lady in ſuch a lamentable condition? Are not you. 
ſurpriſed, that the evil ſpirit ſhould dare take poſ- 

ſeſſion of ſo angelical a body? To our comfort, con- 
tinued he, he gives us hopes he will ſoon be gone; 
and fixes the day of your fon Signor Andrew's arrival. 
(which he ſays he expects very quickly) as the ap- 
pointed time for his departure. | | 

Your hopes being founded only on the promiſe of 
the father of lies, I am amaſed, /aid the eld Senator. 
ſo wiſe a man as you ſhould lay any ſtreſs thereon, or. 
give any credit to his word. You would not be ſo 

credulous, added he, had you read the laſt letter. 
from my ſon ; who at the writing thereof, was a- 

bout to ſet out from Madrid for Salamanca, where 

he is to ſtay for ſome” time. Did I not find within 

myſelf a ſort of love for that venerable old gentle- 
man, cried Iſabella, J would make him know that I 

do not romance, in promiſing the ſpeedy return of 
his ſon. Not ſo much of thy love, /aid the old So. 
xator, haſtily interrupting her, and imagining he was 

talking to the Devil, and not to the beauteous mai- 

den, whom he looked upon only as the organ thro” 

which the evil ſpirit ſpoke : This cadjoaling and flat- 
tery, is but a poor bait, to catch ſuch an old chrif- 
tian as me; and we know, thou ſeducing ſpirit, that 
thou only flatters us, to draw us into temptation. 

Your ſon has a better opinion of me, anſwered 
[abella ; he knows by experience, that I do not 
tempt him to any thing contrary. to nature z and has: 
devoted himſelf to me, ro obtain the poſſeſſion of a 
heart, which he would never have gained, had not I 
joined with him, in rendering him maſter thereof. 
Ah, wretch ! cried the old Senator, ſhrugging up his. 
ſhoulders, are theſe the fruits of thoſe religious ſenti- 

4 33 mente 
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ments which I inculeated into thee ? For that mats 
ter, /aid Iſabella, your ſon has done nothing on this 
occafion, but what you would yourſelf have done 
formerly, had you. been in his place; and ſhould 
J take it into my head, I would have him brought 
from Salamanca hither that you might yourſelf com- 
mend him before my face, for the ingagement into 
which he has entered with me, for the rendering 
himſelf happy. What happineſs, O heavens ! cried 
the ſorrowful Marulo, lifting up his eyes mourn- 
fully to the ſkies ; Wha a deteſtable happineſs! 
which for a little tranſitory pleaſure would plunge} 


him in eternal miſery { | 47 7 
Lx him be brought hither, this fon of yours, ie 
Signor Marulo, ſaid the good Exerciſts, who juſt - 
then entered 1/abe//a's chamber; we will hear of Fe 
him the conditions of this ing2gement, and ſhall * 


be able to force thoſe angels of darkneſs to deliver 
up the writing, to which he has ſet his hand. Fine 
talkers, indeed, cried Iſabella ! T will compel you , 

yourſelves to ſubſcribe your conſent thereto, as ] will = 


alſo have that of his whole family, and I will not whi 
abandon the room on any other condition. 5 


HEREU TON the Phyſician imagining he already . 
ſaw the whole infernal empire, about to fall upon ; 
the Exorciſts, to oblige them to ratify the ing ge- r 

ment of young Maruh, got ſecretly to the ſtairs, a 
and was beginning to jump down them by four at BY of 
a time, had it not been for the guardian of the } 
fair Caftruccio, who coming up the ſame ſtairs, 9 1 
prevented him perhaps from break ing his neck. Whi⸗ 
ther are you running ſo faſt? ſaid he, go back a- e b 
gain, and you will hear ſomething that will ſurpriſe fe 
you, Gentlemen, cried he then chearfully to the tell 
£xorcifts. as ſoon as he entered Ifabella's. ehamber, 
our Devil ſeems at preſent to be honeſter-than any air 

of vs imagned; and I do not queſtion, but he will , 
ſoon take his flight; ſince Audreau Marulp has juſt 
fallen as it were out of the clouds, into the great 
ſquare; thro' which ſeveral perſons who know him 
very well, ſaw him paſs a few minutes ago. Be gone 

be | now, 
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now, curſed Demons purſued he, looking at Jabel. 


10 la, and leave at quiet for the future, a niece Who 

h is ſo dear to me. | ; 

nt Ar this ſurpriſing news, the old Senator ima- 
ws gining his ſon had juſt then been tranſported thro! * 


the air, fell from his ſeat, rather dead than alive: 
"S a cold ſweat over- ſpreading his whole body: And 
the Doctor, inſtead of going to his aſſiſtance, wanted 
61 relief himſelf; and begged they would run and fetch 
5 the firſt of his brethren whom they could find. It 


80 produced a quite contrary effect however, upon 
F Iabella, who could not help teſtifying ſo much ſa- 
uf tisfaction thereat, that it made the Erorciſts believe, 


of the Devils were expreſſing by the joy which was vi- 


all ſible in her ſparkling eyes, the pleaſure they took in 
the terror of the two dying old gentlemen. 775 

ba Max while, the guardian knew not what to 

— think, but was brought in for his ſhare of the con- 


11 ſternation; eſpecially when he heard the threatnings 
1 which the Devil had uttered in his abſence, by the 


: mm 


not mouth of his niece; and he could have wiſhed Au- 
1 drew Marulb had been ſtill at Salamanca: But a lit- 
an tle after, it came into his head, that perhaps he had 


* of your ſon that was ſeen in the great ſquare; for 
is. J remember my having heard, that the devil uſes 
my to. beguile the weak, by ſuch deluſions. No no, 

- . #4 {/abella, (whoſe ears were that moment charm- 
= e ed by the voice of her dear Marulo inquiring upon 

% che ſtairs for the chamber of the poſſeſſed.) No, I 

| Fon tell you once more, I have nothing to do with ima- 
any ginary phantoms ; they only conſiſt of a condenſed _ 
111 air, whereas Andrew whom you there ſee entering 


hy never ſtirred from thence, but might be there ſtill. 
8 To diſpel the fears therefore, of the old Senator, 
Perchance, ſir, ſaid he, it was only the apparition 


ut che room, is a ſubſtantial body, compoſed of ſolid 
J" Wl fleſh and bone. It is not true, purſued foe, look- 
ing at him tenderly, that ſuch ſpectres as you, are 


= not proof againſt the charms of beauty? And that 
ow, 29% - have devoted yourſelf to me, on condition that 


I. would make you maſter of a heart, which 


would. | 


perhaps. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 
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perhaps hold out ſtill, had I not diſpoſed it to yield 


A | | | 
 Evzxry one then turned their eyes with terror, 
upon ' Andrew Marulo, who affecting only to look at 
Jabella, no body dared approach him; his very 
father would not be certain it was he; and every 
one was ready to die with fear; eſpecially when 


Andrew, addreſſing himſelf, to fair Caftruceio, ut- 


tered theſe dreadful words : Haſt thou then deceiy- 
ed me, abominable ſeducer, in promiſing me the af- 
fection of this charmer whom I adore ? Thou waſt 
to have put me in poſſeſſion of all the facuities of 


her ſoul, and haſt thou robbed me of them, and 
ſeiſed thereon thyſelf ? Overjoyed, that her lover 
had fo ig 

e 


htly conceived the meaning of the letter, 
ſhe had ſent to him at Salamanca, and judging by 
his example, that for a moment ſhe muſt renounce 
all the common forms of ſpeech, Jabella thus an- 


ſwered him, in the ſame tone: Ingrate, is it then 


with unjuſt reproaches, thou repayeſt the honeſty of 


the moſt faithful Devil, that perhaps is to be found, 
in air, or earth, or hell? Have I brought thee from 
Salamanca to Lucca, to have thee plunge a poin- 
ard in my boſom ; I who love thee, as well as my- 
ſelf! Woud'ſt thou not have loſt for ever the ob- 
jet of thy affections, had I not taken poſſeſſion 
of her, to ſecure her for thee ? Accordingly I have 
done ſo, and have ſecured her thine ſo effectually, 
that notwithſtanding thy ingratitude, I will not quit 
my hold of her, until thou art in peaceable poſſeſſion 
of her perſon ; but will tranſport her immediately, 
with , thee into the Indies, unleſs her guardian, thy 
father, and all thele ſpectators give their conſent 
forthwith, in writing, to the compleating thy hap- 


- Pineſs. 


As it was firmly believed, by moſt of the company, 


| that Ardrew Marulo had been brought, by the devil, 
from Salamanca, to Lucca, thro' the immenſe regi- 


ons of the air; it made them apprehenſive, the fame 
demon might tranſport him, and Z/abe/la, to the In- 
dies, by the ſame way and means, if they refuſed to 


give 


FC 
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give the required aſſent. The Phyſician however, be- 
ig a little recovered from his fright, by the obſerva- 
tion of the guardian, about the illuſions of the devil, 
was one of thoſe who made a jeſt, of this tran ſporta- 
tion to the Indies; and having taken it in his head, 
that the evil ſpirit had caſt a miſt before their eyes, 
to induce them to take another imp of darkneſs, like 
himſelf, for Andrew Marulo; he put the guardian, 
in his turn, upon thinking, that all they beheld was 
an illuſion, and an impoſition upon their ſenſes. Ne- 
yertheleſs, the Exorcitts were of another mind; and 
adviſed every one, to give the deſired conſent, in or- 
der to induce the devil, by that complaiſance, to quit 
the poſſeſſion of Jabella: And the old Senator, who 
ſtill trembled with fear, joyned with them in agree- 
ing thereto. | | | 2 

A draught therefore, of this conſent, was drawn 
up, which the pretended devil approved; and the 
Phyſician, finding all the company ſigned it, even to 
the ladies, (who were the confidantes of the ſuppoſed 
demoniac, and who could never have been tired of- 
ſuch a diverting ſcene) dared not refuſe to ſubcribe it 
likewiſe: He alſo endeavoured to prevail on the guar- 
dian, to ſign his aſſent thereto ; for fear /aid he, that 
if the devil ſhould play any unforeſeen trick, which 
ſhould heighten the diſtemper of the young lady, the 
world ſhould accuſe them of barbarity, and impute her 
illneſs to them. Your reaſon ſeems to me very good, 
anſwered the old gentleman, who repoſed abundance of 
confidence in him; but ſhould it ever be known, that 
we have conſented to marry two devils together, (for 
in ſhort, theſe who talk here, are no better} your 
Inquiſitor will not paſs this by as a jeſt ; but on the 
contrary, will look upon it as a horrid prophanation 
of the ſacred ordinance : And all the favour he — | 
— 1 ſhew us, may be to ſend us to the mad- 

ouſe, as perſons who have loſt their ſenſes. = 
Sitio it nevertheleſs, cried the Phyfician ; my pro- 
ſeſſion impowers me, to have recourſe to all man-. 
ner of means, for the attaining my ends; and the 
Inquiſitor himſelf, who believes he is indebted to 400 


* 
» 


* 


| 
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{kill for the preſervation of his life, would paſs it by 


on that account, tho? I were to undertake ſomewhat yet 


more extraordinary. You are ſenſible as well as J, 
that this ſigning does not oblige you to any thing; 


| becauſe it is impoſſible this ſhould be only a juggle, 
that has been here concerted, to put a trick upon 


us; and the Devil, as artful as he is, has not ſub. 
tilty enough, to contrive off hand, a deſign which 
ſurpaſſes all human underſtanding ; nor yet, to put 
the muſcles in motion, with ſuch an eaſe as is pecu- 
liar to nature. Since you adviſe me to it, an/wer- 
ed the Guardian, I will ſign by your example; but 
remember, you are reſponſible to me for whatever 
enſues from thence. That is my buſineſs, replied the 

yſician, T have the Inquiſitor, and the whole in- 


quiſition under my thumb. | | 
_. Wren the fair Caftruccio had got the conſent ſhe 
deſired in form, ſhe delivered it to Andrew Maruls: 
Art thou ſatisfied, /aid ſbe, on giving it into his 


hands? Wilt thou ftill accuſe me of having de- 
ceived thee ? I reſign up to thee thy Jabella, 


whom TI have ſo ſtrongly inflamed with the idea of 


thy accompliſhments, that for theſe three days, which 
I have detained her here, ſhe has waited for thee 
with the ſteadineſs of a rock, againſt which the rag- 
ing waves daſh in vain, and are not able to move it. 
She reaches out her hand to thee; give her thine ; 


be joined to each other; and as ſoon as one of theſe 


Exorciſts has confirmed your union, I will let you 
enjoy in peace, a happineſs which I do not ſuffer 


in every family. On Jſabella's thus ſaying, the eld- 
eſt of the Fryars, made the two lovers declare, that 
without any compulſion, and of their own accord, 
they plighted their troth to each other; which done, 
that young lady ſolemnly proteſted, that the evil ſpi- 
rit which had then quitted poſſeſſion of her, had left 
Her the free uſe of her judgement, to accept or re- 
Fuſe the hand of Andrew Marulo; and that ſhe did 


not give him hers, till ſhe was well aſſured Heaven 
had deſlined that gentleman to be her buſband. D | 
1 IA 


4 » ' * 
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Tux fair 2 having thus ipoken, her uncle 
immediately changed colour: Mr. Doctor, ſaid be 
to the phyſician, call you this an illuſion? It was your- 
ſelf, anſwered the Doctor, who made me believe the 
devil thus impoſed upon our ſenſes ; nor do I take 
this as a thing that is any ways ſerious, . Nor I nei- 
ther, reſumed the uncle ; neither do I intend this 
farce ſhall laſt any longer: Come along, niece ; get 
yourſelf ready, and let us proceed on our journey to 
Capua. She ſhall ſtay in this city, if you pleaſe, fir, 
ſaid the good Fryar, very gravely, who had joined 
the hands of young Marulo and Ilabella; we do not 
make a jeſt of the Church here; we deſign therefore, 
that the pariſh prieſt of the contracting parties, ſhall _ 
finiſh what we have begun. I will never ſuffer it, 
cried the guardian; juſt heavens! Is it thus you 


diſnonour the grey hairs of an unfortunate old 


man? | oor 

Mr alliance does not in the leaſt reffect any dif- 
henour upon them, /aid the father of young Andrew 
Marulo; I am not perhaps, ſo rich as you; but 
my circumſtances are ſufficiently eaſy te enable me to 
ſubſiſt without. being obliged to borrow of any one, 
As for the reſt, continued he, I have had no manner 
of hand in this wedding, your niece and my fon have 
made the match between themſelves without conſult- 
ing me; and if you would have me confeſs, what 
my opinion is of their conduct, with relation to us, 
I muſt tell you frankly, that I do not blame them 
for having over-reached us both. In ſhort, purſued 
he, young people, now a-days, are by no means, like 
what they were in our time ; they paſs over ſuch for- 
malities at preſent, as we paid a great regard to for- 
merly ; and have no longer _ of our advice, to 
bring their amorous deſigns to their defired end. _ 

Duxixo this prudent diſcourſe of the old Sena- 


tor, the uncle of 1/abe//a was tranſported with an- 


ger to that degree, that not having it in his power 
to vent it upon thoſe who had incurred his diſpleaſure, 
it threw him into ſuch an agony; his ſervants were 


obliged to carry him to his chamber, and put _ 


14 
* 2 ya 
1 


1 ͤ © =» 
bed: Mean while, the fair Caffruccio aroſe from hers, 
dreſſed herſelf, and went with Andrew Marulo, who 
conducted her as his wife, ko his father's houſe, 
where ſhe was received” with the greateſt regard and 
efteem. The Phyſician was then left to exerciſe that 
fill upon the old uncle, which he had ſo often extol- 
led before him; but all his medicines proved inef. 
fectual upon a patient who no longer repoſed any 
confidence in his ability; in ſo much, that after two 
| day's illneſs, that good guardian was diſpatched into 
the other world, there to give an account of his 
| ſtewardſhip. | | | 
Tu ſudden departure however, of the unfortu- 
nate old gentleman, did not make any alteration in 
the affairs of Jſabella; nor in the leaſt delay the cele- 
bration of that marrlage, which the good Fryar had 
only begun; on the contrary, that fair and generous 
young lady ſeemed to have but the more courage, to 
ut the laſt hand to that ceremony; which being o- 
femniſed with great ſplendour, the beauteous bride. 
entertained in the moſt ſumptuous manner, the love. 
ly Pilgrims her confidants, and their company; nei- 
ther did ſhe ſuffer them to ſet out from Lucca, but 
with regret ; and that not till ſhe found it in vain to 
detain them any longer. | 
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22% CHAP. VII. 

Periander and Auriſtella, auith their company, ſet 
out from Lucca, They meet with an author of 
a. new hind, in an inn upon the road, who di- 
werts them agreeably. | 


OR did our Pilgrims take leave, without re- 
luctance, of that amiable and witty lady, who 
had kept them at Lucca, ſome time longer than they 
intended otherwiſe to have ſtayed there. In effect, 
even as they purſued their journey, they diverted 
themſelves agreeably with the rememberance of her 
ingenious and uncommon ftratagem, ' to diſappoint 
the deſigns of her old guardian, and gain time = 

| | | . 
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the arrival of her lover to her reſcue. Nor did the 


0 addreſs of young Marulo, in ſeconding ſo naturally 
L a farce, the plan of which had been only ſketched 
L out to him in a letter, written off-hand for fear of a 
t ſurpriſe, divert them leſs. The credulity likewiſe of 
. the Phyſician, in believing a young lady a lunatic and 
. demoniac, who enjoyed her ſenſes better than him- 
y ſelf ; and whoſe body was leſs poſſeſſed with evil 
0 ſpirits, than his own head with whims, afforded them 
0 ſufficient room for laughter, and an ample fund for 
il converſation. And Periander concluded, from this 
pretender's ignorance, that if all the members of the 
1 faculty at Lucca, were ſuch wretched empirics as this, 
in the heirs who came to great eſtates by the death of 
e- their relations, ought in conſcience, to let the doc- 
d tors go halves with them. | 
us Wir this, and other diſcourſe of the ſame na- 


to ture, they amuſed themſelves agreeably, and paſſed 
0- away the time ſo pleaſantly, that tho' they went long 


le. Wi journies, the way ſeemed but ſhort to them. As 
e. they were travelling along, the amiable Duncan, 
l- with his fair lady Gertrude, growing daily more and 
ut more charmed with the converſation of Periander and 


4 ſuriſtella. and not a little pleaſed with that of the 
ſprightly Conſtantia and young Antonio, endeavour- 
_ ed divers times to get at the knowledge of their true 
quality; but it proved always in vain becauſe the 
three French ladies not having any farther acquain- 
ſet tance with them, than what commenced at the inn, 
of iͤere that lovely pair were married, had the dif- 
£. cretion not to tell them what had eſcaped the lips of 
WE 4rrifte/la and Conſtantia, when Periander and Anto · 
no were ſo dangerouſly wounded ; the former by his 
all from the country-ſeat of Count La Roche, and the 
other in his attempt to reſcue Felicia-Flora from the 
WY hands of her raviſher. Duncan and Gertrude then 
ere forced to proceed on their way with them to 
ted ene, (where they intended to viſit ſome of the Ita - 
ian Princes, who were related to them) without be- 
ng able, by any means to ſatisfy their curioſity, 
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| 3 u 
TRAVELLING on then, by large journies, as hay il , 
been before ovſerved, they ſoon approached Rome ; il ©: 


and arrived one evening at a town, named Aquajen. Wil ;j 
dente, but a little diſtance from thence. Before the fu 
got thither, Periauder and Auriſtella put on a little 

faſter tnan the reit, tho! without any deſign; and ye 
the former perceiving that no body could - over-hear Wl 5+ 


them, took advantage of that opportunity, to come he 
to an explanation with Auriſtella about the ſituation * 
of their affairs at that juncture, You may remem- yo 
ber, madam, /aid he, that our motives for leaving Wil we 
our native country, and abandoning all that was there ve 
moſt dear to us, were both juſt and indiſpenſ:ble : WM do 
We ſhall enter Rome, in all probability to morrow, for 
and I anticipate already the happineſs of ſeeing my. WM wit 
| ſelf united to you, by a knot, which no earthly BW On 
wer will be able to diſſolve, when the ſovereign I,, 
Pontiff ſhall once have joined us with his own hands. WW ma. 
Being born in a manner, upon a throne, and de- car 
ſcended from the moſt illuitrious blood in the univerſe, peo 
I ſhould think it an unpardonable affront to you, te 
were I to ſuſpect you of being now capable of chang a fo 
ing your mind; or of breaking that glorious promiſe, Wl þec; 
Jo often repeated, to accept me for your huſband, af & + 
ſoon as your vow is accompiiſhed. For my part may 
adorable Sig:i/munda, purſued he, I am ſtill the tame the; 
Perfiles, who knows no other happineſs upon earth 1 
than that of having you for his conſort; and I re bligi 
nounce, Without any regret, all the advantages of my wha; 


birth, ro gain from the King my brother, a hear 
which you did not intend to ſacrifice to his crown. 
I has been not uſual with me hitherto, an/were, 
Aauriſtella, to be unſteady in any of the reſolutions 
have taken; and I have never yet fixed upon an) 
one, wherein it pleaſes me ſo much to perſiſt. Thi 
more troubles it has cauled me to undergo, in th 
many croſſes we have met with during our travel 
the leſs I find myſelf diſpoſed to repent thereof; ant 
methinks, the more we approach the Holy fee, th 
more a ſecret joy ratifies in my neart the promiſe 
made you, on leaving the royal palace where y0 
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was born: Suffer me, purſued /be, to accompliſh my 
vow before I engage in the married ſtate; and you 
ſhall afterwards find, I have not forgot the advice of 
the Queen your mother; but that if Perfiles is faith- 
ful, Sig: ſnunda is not inconſtant. | 
Tr I feel within me a ſecret joy, as I have juſt told 
you, continued ſhe, in approaching Rome, that ten- 
der mother contributes thereto; by the hopes of 
hearing from her by Seraſido, whom ſhe promiſed to 
diſpatch after us to that city, to acquaint us how 
your brother took our departure, And notwithſtand : 
we have been long in getting to that haven, where 
we ſhall no longer have any fhipwreck to fear ; I 
doubt not, but that truſty ſervant is ſtill waiting there 
for us; rather than he would depart from thence - 


without ſeeing us; and delivering to us what the 


Queen has ſent ; to enable us either to ſubſiſt at 
Rome, according to our dignity, till ſhe can manage 
matters ſo, that we may return ſafely to her z or to 
carry us back to my native kingdom; where the 
people will be better ſatisfied with beholding me upon 
the throne with you, than with being ſubjected to 
a foreign yoke, by my marriage with Maximin; and 
becoming, as it were, a province expoſed continually 
to the avarice, and caprices of thoſe. miniſters, who 
may happen to be intruſted with the adminiſtration of 
the government. | 
Fug amorous Periander, tranſported at this o- 
bliging alternative, which ſecured his happineſs, in 
whatever manner his brother took his going off with 
the Princeſs, that had been deſigned for him, was 
going to throw himſelf at the feet of Auriſtella, in 
order to return her thanks for it, when he was pre- 
vented by the coming up of the company, with 
whom, ſoon after, he entered Aguapendente. Till 
that moment, Periander had ſo 2 endeavoured 
to have any private converſation with that dear ob- 
ject of his affections, that he gave no room to think 
he was not the brother of that adorable lady; neither 
did this ſhort diſcourſe, which might reaſonably have 
been imputed to chance, afford any more grounds 


travels. | 
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for ſuſpecting what they concealed ſo carefully: None 
but Gower, that notorious ſlanderer, who had been 
killed by young Antonio in the palace of Policars, 
and the Sorcereſs Zenotia, had maliciouſly ſurmiſed 
the truth; but to return from whence we have di. 
greſſed. 
Ou Pilgrims, together with their beauteous com. 
pany, having entered Aquapendente, diſmounted at 
an inn, where there was generally good entertain- 
ment; and where not a day paffed, wherein the 
gueſts did not meet with ſomething diverting. Ac- 
cordingly, while they were at ſupper, a Pilgtim, 
whoſe phyſtognomy was very engaging, came out of 
one of the other rooms, and entered into that where 
tney were: Under his left arm was an inkhorn, and 
in his right hand, a ſort of memorandum- book. Af. 
ter having ſaluted the company very politely ; this 
Pilgrim's habit, /aid he, in Spaniſh, impowers me 
to aſk alms, which accordingly I requeſt of you; but 
the charity I intreat of you, is of ſuch a nature, that 
without your giving me any of your jewels, or indeed 
any thing elſe which would be uſeful to you in your 
journey, you may contribute towards the rendering 
my circumſtances ſo eaſy, that I may have cauſe, 
during my whole life, to remember the moſt amiable 
of my brethren, whom I yet ever met with in my 
Jam a man, continued he, deſirous of ſatisfying my 
curiolity ; Mars is predominant over one half of 
my ſoul, and Appollo and Mercury over the other: 
I ſpent part of my youth in the ſervice, where I ac- 
quired ſome reputation; till being diſguſted with the 
field, after having conſumed my ſmall patrimony in 
the army, I applied myſelf to polite literature; 


whereby I have gained no leſs credit, than by my be- 


haviour in the ſervice. I have publiſhed ſome books 
of my compoſing, which the ignorant have not de- 
ſpiſed, and upon which the learned have ſet ſome va- 
lue ; but as neceſſity, they ſay is the mother of in- 
vention, and ſharpens the wit, I, who have ſome- 
thing whimical and capricious in my humour, have 


bethought 
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bethought me of a fancy, as new as extravagant; 
hereby I may be enabled, at the expence of others, 
to compile a book, all the profit whereof, (which I 
doubt not will be confiderable) will redound to my- 
(elf ; while the labour is another's. | 4 

THAT you may the better apprehend my mean-. 
ing, it may be neceſſary to inform you, that I am 
making a collection of divers ſentences, which I de- 
ſign to call the flower of foreign apothegms, and 
whereby I hope to make my fortune. Not that I 
intend, like the Jack-daw, to dreſs myſelf up with 
other's feathers ; by aſcribing to myſelf what is due 
to them: No, no, I give thoſe who contribute to 
my collection, the honour due to their own inventi- 
on, by ſubſcribing their names, and the places of 
their nativity at the bottom By this means, I have 
already got together above three hundred apothegms, 
and hope to increaſe my number by your aſſiſtance. 

LET us ſee a ſpecimen of the thoughts already com- 
municated to you, /aid Periander, that being the 
better appriſed of what you demand, we may be the 
better able to comply with your deſign, The Pil- 
grim then opening his collection, preſented it to Pe- 
riander; who ran part of it over with his eye, and 
approving of what he found therein, read it after- 
wards aloud, to divert the company, and induce them 
not to ſend this new ſort of beggar away diſſatisfied. 
The firſt ſentence upon which Periander cait his eyes, 
was as follows. 
| TIN wain, ye Sages, do ye hunt after the philoſopher“s 
one: The tranſmutation of metals, is not a ſcience 
to be learned by fludy, but the gift of the author of 
all wiſdom. In vain, therefore, will you pore over 
the works of the adepts, you will not find the advan- 
tage countervail the pains. Aſe this ſecret of the 
great Creator of all things, or renounce, as J do, the 
art of making gold. E | | 

; Doctancius of mount Libanus. 


Tuus did the philoſopher ſubſcribe himſelf, ſaid 
the Pilgrim; neither could I prevail on him to tell 
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me his real name; he even quitted me pretty ab. 
_ ruptly ; only adding at his departure, let all Alchy. 
miſts make a good uſe of this advice; and coals wil 
become abundantly cheaper. The next that follows, 
purſued the Pilgrim, was written by another phil. 
ſopher, ſometþing younger than the former, and not 
quite ſo unſociable, but full as reſerved as to ſubſeri- 

bing his true name. 
QUITE tired of Alchymy, I atjure the fludy : My 
crucible is a bottomleſs abyſs, wherein I ruin myſelf 
in expences 3 a glaſs of good racy wine, or a full 
bowl, is a thouſand times better than the philoſopher't 
grand elixir. 5 | 
Ignorantius of mount Caucaſus, 


AccorDiNe to all appearance, /aid Periander, this 
philoſopher intends to take warning by the advice of 
the former. That he did, he aſſured me, anſæwer- 
ed the Pilgrim: Let us look farther, purſued Perian- 
der, and found as follows. | 
' BORN without ambition, all pride is hateful td 
me; I lool with indifference _ gold and fiber ; 
and if till I make my court to Fortune, it is only that 
I may be the better able to affift the haneſt man whe 


$997. . | | 
_” - Chriſtian of Gaul, 


I doubt not, cried Auriftella, ſurpriſed at ſuch a 
generous ſentiment, that heaven rather than the blind 
goddeſs called Fortune, will proſper the undertakings 
of a man who makes ſuch a good uſe of thoſe riches, 
which others, inſtead of relieving the neceſſitous there- 
with, heap up for their heirs: While the latter re- 

pay all their care and anxiety with wiſhing them dead, 
and ſtudying how they ſhall ſpend what they have 
hoarded up. Let not my refſections however, bro- 
ther, purſued Auriſtella, addreſſing herſelf to Peri- 
ander, interrupt the pleaſure of the company. Pe- 
riander then read on as follows. „ = 
OM every fide 1 ſee men perplexed how to diſcern 
the true friend from the paraſite z for my part, I can 
| | diſtinguiſh 
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| Y then, 1 ſay, but ſhut your doors againſt thoſe, who al- 
f wil ways come to viſet you at dinner-time. 5 | 
5 | | J Triſtram of Bethany. 

d not Tux writer of this ſentence, /aid Auriſtella, ſeems 
bicri- Wl to be of a mind very different from the former ; and 
unleſs I am greatly miſtaken, he is not very well 
th pleaſed with thoſe who have eaten at his table. No, 
myſelf quite the contrary, anſwered the new Pilgrim; for 
full WY { far were any of them, as he told me, from being 
ber willing to aflift him in the leaſt, in his neceſſity, that 


| all of them, as it were by agreement, inveigh againſt 
aſus, him, to thoſe who might otherwiſe relieve him, in 
: order to avoid the reproach of having contributed to 
this his ruin: And I believe, the thread-bare black ſuit 
e of i he now wears, as mourning for his departed eſtate, 
vr muſt till ſerve him for want of a better, after the ex- 
an: piration of this year. Periander then turning over 
another leaf of the book, caſt his eyes upon two ſen- 
e tences which made him ſmile às he peruſed them. 
7 8 Here is ſomething curious, cried he, that deſerves to 
oat be heard with attention. | ZH 
her T would much rather chooſe to be a little looſe at 
= | preſent, and intend to become better hereafter ; than 
aul. 70 Be good to-day, and at the ſame time, that I deſig 


to become vicious to morrow. | 
Louiſa of Talavera. 


Sie her ſentiments are grown ſo reaſonable, ſaid 
Antonio to Periander, it is to be believed, ſhe re- 
members the advice you gave her at the inn that was 
burned Cown. I am apt to think ſo, cried Felicia- 
Flora, in her turn, and could lay a wager, that if 
Bartholomew is not returned to Soldino, to do pen- 
ance with him, we ſhall ſee him as I promiſed, come 
back very ſober to aſk Don Antonios pardon. You 
would win, fair -Felicia-Flora, anſwered Periander ; 
and it will not be long before you have ſome news of 


kim, only hearken. 5 
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THERE is no greater burtben under the copes of 
heaven, than a difſolute woman. 755 


Bartholomew of La Mancha, 


I knew very well, r2/umed Felicia-Flora, that the 
eyes of Louiſa would not keep him long captive ; 
and that the diſorderly behaviour of that libertine, 
would diſguſt him as eaſily as her beauty had ſubdued 
him. I did not perceive, ſaid the new Pilgrim, that 
this Bartholomew is as yet, at all weary of the fair 
wanton of Ta/awvera, whom I took for his wife; J 
looked upon the ſentences they here ordered me to 

write, (for they could not do it themſelves) to be on- 
ly meant by them as an amuſement and a jeſt ; for! 
aſſure you, they ſet out from hence together, this 
morning, the belt friends in the world, with intent 
to dine at Rome. You do not prophecy ſo well as 
$o/dino, cried Auriſtella to Feljcia-Flora ; and if yuu 
will be adviſed by me, you will never venture for the 
future, to forete] the reformation of any, who have 
once given a looſe to their inclinations, unleſs you 
know them to be perſons capable of reflecting ſeriouſly 
upon their own follies; and calling religion to their 
aid; which deſires no better than to bring them back 
to their duty. | KT 
TukRE being nothing, farther to read, /aid Peri- 
ander, unleſs I go ſome pages backward, I think we 
ought now to contribute readily what our facetious 
brother Pilgrim has ſo curteouſly requeſted of us. 
That is but juſtice, anſabered young Lord Duncan; 
and I will take the pen firſt, to teſtify more readil 
my eſteem for him: Accordingly he wrote as fol- 
RC. -- | | 
THE Brave ſoldier wwho is killed fighting gloriouſly 
in the field, looks much handſomer in the arms of death, 
than the moſt beautiful Adonis ingloriouſly flying a- 
way, and unwounded. _ 5 | 
Ps Duncan the Scot, 


PERLA VDE R then took pen in hand, and paid 
down bis contr:bution, in the enſuing manner. 


Haf- 
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HAPPY is the ſoldier, ohe in an ingavement 
has the eyes of his Prince, to be the witneſſes of his 


behaviour. | Ws) 
Periander of Thule. 


Tun young Antonio, next followed the example 
of Periander and Duncan, and thus paid down his 
quota towards the Pilgrim's collection. = 

THE honour acquired in war, as if ingraven 
evith the point of the ſword upon braſs, is more du- 
able and valuable than any other honour. 
| | Antonio he Barbarian. 


Tusk three brave Pilgrims having now. contri- 
buted their charitable ſubſcription to a poor ſon of 
Parnaſſus, ſaid the ingenious compiler of this new 
kind of collection to the ladies, I expect yours with 
the more impatience, becauſe, inſtead of the gold! 


have juſt received from them, I doubt not but you 


will inrich me with pearls and diamonds. With all 
my heart, a»/wered Gertrude; wherefore, after the _ 
example of my ſpouſe, I draw this bill, the contents 
of which ſhall be paid you by your bookſeller, out 
of the firſt remittances made him by your readers. 
BEAUTY without wirtue is not really beauty, it 
has only the appearance thereof; the man of honoup 
finds this difference between them, that which is not 
ſupported by virtue, wery ſeldom can gain a conqueſt 


ver him. | 
Gertrude of Edinburgh 


J will not be laſt, aid Auriſtella, in ſupplying our 
facetious Brother-pilgrim, wherewith to help to hillthe 
book, upon which he grounds his hopes of making 
his fortune; and accordingly ſhe wrote as follows. 

HONOUR, in my opinion, is the moſt valuable of 
portions ; neither riches nor beauty are comparable 
thereto ; Time may deprive us of either, or the other, 
or even of both of them; but honour will fill remain, 


and triumph over time. . OS 
Sek 1 Auriſtella 7 ang; 
\ Tus 
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Tank witty Conſtantia, taking next the pen 
from Auriſtella; for my part, cried - ſhe, I look 
upon what I am going to write, as a bill of exchange 
at ſight, upon the republic of letters; and I ſhould 
be greatly deceived ſhould it return back proteſted, 
J do not at all fear it, ſaid the gallant fon of Par. 
naſſus, and read what follows aloud to the com- 


any. | l 
2 THE maiden, wwho is defirous of trying her fortung 
in marriage, can not be too fearful how fhe ſubmits 
to the yoke 3 good huſbands are not very common : And 
that ſhe may not be miſtaken in her choice, let her ad. 
wiſe with à council about it, more than once. 

_ Conſtantia the Savage, 


I ſhall remember this caution, ſaid Felicia. Flora, 
to Conſtantia, and will conſult you, whenever I in- 
tend to chooſe me a huſband. In the mean while, 
I will alſo give this gallant beggar my contribution 
towards his ſtock: But, as I have not yet been 
uſed to think with any great ſolidity of judgement, 
T ſhall not take up much either of his paper, or his 
reader's time. Having thus premiſed, ſhe took the 
pen and wrote as follows. | 
OBEDIENCE to the laws will influence us preat- 
ly ; but the gratifying our inclinations much more. 
5 | | Felicia-Flora of Befiers, 


_ Havinc conſented to ſubje& ourſelves to this kind 
of poll tax, /aid Bellarmina, we muſt even pay it, 
I think, without any more words; having thus ob- 
ſerved, ſhe contributed her aſſeſſment in the manner 
inſuing. | - 
| Rather than ſully her whiteneſs, the Ermine will 
ſuffer death; and every woman of honour will fol. 
dow her example. 1 | | 


Bellarmina of Montpelier. 


I was afraid, ſaid Deleafira, taking then the pen, 
that my imagination would have been fo barren, I 


ſho 
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ould not have been able to have contributed my 
mite, as well as the reſt of the company; but very 
fortunately, a thought is come into my head, with 
which this gallant Pilgrim muſt even make a ſhift, 
ſince it is the very beſt I can do for his ſervice. 
However, continued foe, I hope it will be of ſome 
uſe to him, if it is only in giving his readers ſome 
reſpite, and breathing-time, by not putting them 
into raptures and admiration like thoſe which have 
* gone before. Having thus premiſed, ſhe wrote as 
_ follows. | 875 1 - 
yt THIS world is ſubje to the will of fate; what- | 
" ad" Bil ever that injoins, ewe muſt obey : It ſports juſt as ir 

pleaſes with poor men; and marriage feels its caprice, 


age. get more than any. | 
| | Deleaſira of Carcaſſone. 


nile Evzzr one having thus contributed their reſpec- 
ae, tire quota, the Span; author ſhut up his book, and 
on BY returned to the company thanks for their complai- 
deen fance, in complying with this requeſt. Periander 
3 then, aſked him, whether, among ſuch a variety of 
ze *pothegms, he did not remember ſome, which ſeem- 
tne BY ed to him more beautiful, and more diverting than 
the reſt. I never yet took the pains to pair them 

*a'- one with another, an/wered the Spaniard ; becauſe I 
find ſomething entertaining in every one of them ; and 
ers. am always fo highly delighted when I caſt my eyes 
thereon that it is impoſſible for me to attempt mak- 
| ing this parallel. © TY. „ 

1 Even thoſe thoughts continued he, which I re- 
ceive from ſuch perſons as are generally believed, 
mer by the great, to be deſtitute of good ſenſe, by rea- 
ſon of the meanneſs of their extraction, frequently 
|. give me infinite pleaſure ; and I can not help being 
fore convinced, that nature, like an indulgent mother, 
has conferred her favours equally upon all; that a 
fine underſtanding may be met with, in people of 
© all ranks and degrees ; and that wit may be found 

s well under a coarſe friſe, as under velvet. 


Vor 
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| You may be a good judge of this, purſued be, 

an apothegm of a Spaniard's, with whole profeſſion 
| you will ſoon be acquainted. By this diſcourſe, as 0” 
he was in the habit of a Pilgrim, I took him for a 
perſon of a condition very different from what ! 
afterwards found him to be ; but nevertheleſs, I am 

| — well pleaſed at my having his name, and by. 
ineſs regiſtered in my book; to the end, that hereaf. 
ter the pride and inſolence of a high birth, may be 
Mortified thereby; when they who value themſelves 
moſt thereon, ſhall happen to ſind they do not think 
ſo juſtly as this poor mechanic. On ſaying this, the 
compiler of theſe rhapſodies opened his book a- 
ain, and ſhewed Periander the following remarka- 

le article. | . 
AW auitl the proud ævealihy; and a fig for 
eir riches ; 1 poſſeſs all things in dfiring nothing, 
Diego de Ratos, the humpbacked Cobler of 
Tordeſillas in old Caſtile, near Valladolid, 


« 


A terrible long ſubſcription, for ſuch a ſhort ſen- 
tence cries young Antonio! No matter for that, an- 
ſwered Periander, this juſt way of thinking, tho' de- 
ſtitute of all the ornaments of language, 1s not the 
leſs intrinſically excellent ; and we ſhould ourſelves 
be perfectly happy, if like this honeſt mechanic, we 
were indued with ſo much good ſenſe, not to deſire 


any thing more, than providence thinks fit to beſtow MW" 
upon us, | * b 
THE whole company having agreed to the ſenti- ws 
ments of Periander on this head, and the humor- >a 
ous author, having already received the contingents "ag 
of our Pilgrims, took his leave, in order to get a = 
ſecond: contribution, in a neighbouring room, where W*** 
the mirth and gaiety of another numerous company end 
| ſeemed to promiſe him equal ſucceſs, ._ * 
EE Wn | nd 
tom 
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CHAP. VII. 
Our Pilgrims light upon the Prince of Denmark, 


zach other, in a ſingle combat, on account of a 
picture of Auriſtella. 


EXT morning pretty early, Periander and 
Auriſtella, together with her agreeable com- 
panions, Gertrude, Duncan, the three French ladies, 
Cnflantia and Antonio, ſet out from their inn, at 
Huapendente, with deſign to reach Rome, before 
ſun-ſet. On their way thither, they amuſed them- 
klves with reflecting on the ingenious ſtratagem of 
the Spaniſb author, to compile ſuch a treatiſe for the 


entertainment of the public, as could not fail of 


meeting with a kind reception, by reaſon of the va- 
riety of diverting rhapſodies, whereof it would be 
compoſed ; efpecially, if he ſhould appriſe his readers, 
n the preface of the means he had uſed, to obtain 


that collection, and of the pains he had taken to 


travel into _—_ countries, in order to be enabled 
to make them ſo agreeable a preſent. - 
HEREUON Periander obſerved this induſtrious 


end ingenious Spaniard, might juſtly be compared to 


the Bee, which gathers from divers flowers, the in- 
predients whereof it makes its hqney : At, leaſt they 
can not accuſe him, /aid Duncan, of having filled 


his book, as do ſeveral of his brethren, with thoughts 


tolen from others; ſince he very fairly aſks for 
them, and they are freely given him. I can not help 


admiring his prudence, likewiſe cried Gertrude; for 


that he may not offend a ſcrupulous reader, who is 
aarmed at the leaſt appearance of plagiariſm, he in- 
genuouſly acquaints him with the manner of obtain- 
ing this collection, by cauſing the donor's name, 
and place of nativity, to be ſubſcribed at the bot» 


tom of his or her reſpective contribution: Beſides, 
the whole may very juſtly be looked upon as new, 


ſince the ſeveral apothegms contained therein, never 


Paſſed thro? any hands but his. Nay, /aid Conſtan- 


tia, 
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and the Duke de Nemours, who are wounded by 
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tia, in order to go beyond Gertrude, you might, with 90 
great truth have aſſerted, that they may be looked ow. 
upon as virgins z ſince they have but juſt been brought any 
into the world, and muſt yet be ſome time in the 1-4 
cradle. „„ | it | 
In ſuch kind of diſcourſe, our Pilgrims paſſed. 2. on, 
way the time, till they arrived at a little riſing ground, hin 
from whence they could diſcover the celebrated city ces 
of Rome ; the ſight of which filled all their hearts per 
with joy, eſpecially thoſe of Periander and Auriſtel. ed 
ia, who not only hoped there to meet with an end [ 
to all their troubles, but to crown their pure, ar- veſc 
dent, and unſhaken love, with inexpreſſible and lat WM tha 
ing happineſs; little thinking what ſevere trial pie 
they would there be expoſed to; and what ſorrows ai 
they muſt firſt go thro'. The ſun then, began to Gr 
ſhine very fiercely upon them; wherefore, in order the 
to avoid the ſultry heat, with which they were almoſti was 
overcome, they turned down the ſide of a little hill, 8M ren 
and entered into a wood that was at the foot there- oz 
of, with intent to refreſh themſelves in the ſhadeM tha 
till the ſun- beams ſhould be leſs ſcorching ; for Be. 
they ſtill were very troubleſome” tho* the Autumal dra 
was pretty near over. i onc 
Bx IC arrived at this wood, the coolneſs of the har 
place, which was watered by divers ſmall rivulets lois 
riſing from different ſprings, induced them to ad- ye 
vance a little way into it, that they might not be ex- ( 
poſed to the view of thoſe who were paſſing along the 
the road. In order thereto, as they were walking a. foo 


long a path, in ſearch of à place where they might wit 
ſeat themſelves conveniently, Aurife/la happened upc 
to ſee a picture, which hung on one of the branch-M hin 
es of a tree. As it was however, but of a midling i dov 
ſize, the could not diſtinguiſh at a diſtance, who theſſ gur 
__ might be, whom it repreſented ; wherefore, i ed 

ing invited thereto by curioſity natural to the fair the 
ſex, ſhe went up to the tree whereon it hung. con 
As ſoon as ſhe came up to it, ſhe found with the yy, 
utmoſt ſurpriſe, that it was her own; and not being con 
able to imagine how any picture drawn E — H frie 


* 


\ 


with his back reclined again the trun 
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bould happen to be in a place fo remote from her 
own country, nor yet to believe that nature had formed 
any other, who ſo perfectly reſembled her, ſhe cal - 
led Periander in the greateſt aſtoniſhment, to obſerve 
it likewiſe : And while Periander was gaſing there- 
on, with equal amazement, Clorian, coming up to 
him, acquainted him, that the graſs in ſeveral pla- 
ces was all ſtained with blood ; and indeed he might 
perceive it was fo, by his boots, which were all daub- 
ed therewith. | | 
HereuPon, Periander, taking down the picture, 
reſolved to look about for the owner thereof ; both 
that he might know, whence he had ſo valuable a 
piece, and to relieve him, in caſe he ſtood in need of 
aſſiſtance, and if it were not yet too late; for he had 
ſome reaſon to be apprehenſive of the latter, on ſeeing 
the great quantity of blood, with which the earth 
was tinged, in divers places. Had Periander, then 
remembered, what the domeſtic of the Duke de Ne- 
mours, had told him at an inn in Proven, namely, 
that the artiſt, who was then taking the pictures of 
Bellarmina, Delea ira, and Felicia -Flora, would 
draw Auriſtella's alſo, tho' he had never ſeen her but 
once, and that, as it were, en paſſaut, he might per- 
haps, have divined, what he was ſthen ſo much at a 
loſs to be informed of; but to aetuin from whence 
we have digreſſed. b 573" | wy 
Ox following the track of blood, it conducted 
them to a tree, at ſome diſtance from thence, at the 
foot of which, they perceived oy Pilgrim, fitting 
| | „and his hand 
upon his breaſt. Hereupon, Clorian, going up to 
him, and holding up his head a little, which hung 
down, Antonio wiped his face, which had been disfi- 
gured with blood. This moving ſight ſenſibly affect- 
ed them; and as ſoon as Antonio had waſhed awa 
the gore, Clorian, who had frequently been in his 
company, knew him again tg.he the Duke de Nemours; 
whereupon he changed coulour, and was not a little 
concerned, becauſe that Prince was his very good 
friend. 725 5 
Vor. II. ö T BE IxG 
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'Bz1xnc ſomewhat refreſhed with the waſhin away 


the blood, the Duke came a little to himſelf; and 
without opening as yet his eyes; whoever thou art, 
fierce enemy to my reſt, /aid he in a faint voice, why 
didſt thou not direct thy point into my heart? Waſt 
thou afraid of there wounding the original of the pic- 
ture; which thou toreſt out of my hands, leſt it ſhould 
ſerve me as a buckler in our encounter? in the mean 
while, the tender-hearted Conſtantia, perceiving her 
brother employed about ſomewhat, haſtened up to 
him; and no ſooner had ſhe ſeen the wounded Prince, 
than being moved with compaſſion at his piteous con- 
dition, ſhe examined his hurt; ſtoped the blood; and 
bound it up with a handkerchief, to prevent any far- 
ther effuſion thereof. | | 
Write theſe Pilgrims were thus charitably em- 
ployed, an adventure of the ſame nature befel Perian- 
der, and Auriftella ; for a ſecond track of blood; 
which was not far from the firſt, inducing them to 
leave behind them Clorian and Antonio, they followed 
it; and found at a little diſtance, another Pilgrim, 
extended at his length, upon ſome ruſhes, and welt- 
ring in his gore; and as this Pilgrim's face was not 
disfigured, like that of the Duke de Nemours, they 
knew him to be ithe Prince of Denmark. 5 
Har was it for the unfortunate Arnaldus, that 
they came as they did; for ſo far was he gone, that 
the firſt ſign he gave of life, after their having poured 
ſome comfortable cordials down his throat, was, his 
making an effort to get up, and muttering ſomewhat 


Eu himſelf, as if he had been ſpeaking to ſome other 


Perſon. | | 

THov ſhall not carry it off, traitor, /aid he, the 
picture belongs to me; it is the very ſupport of my 
foul, whereof thou would rob me; and when thou in- 
jureſt me, in offering to take it from me, thou ſayeſt 
do thee wrong in wreſting it again out of thy hands; 
and to revenge thyſelf on me for it, would depi ive me 
alſo of my liſe. 5 . 
 AURISTELLA was ſeiſed with fear, at the ſight of 
this Prince; and trembled as ſhe approached him, 

- notwithſtanding 


Perſiles and Sigiſmunda. 207 
notwithſtanding ſhe had conſiderable obligations to 
him ; not daring to give free ſcope to her gratitude, 
for fear of diſpleaſing Periander, ſo true it is, that 
generous ſouls, are afraid of giving the leaſt cauſe of 
diſtaſte, to the dear object, upon whom they have 
fixed their affections. 3 . 

NEITHER was Periander leſs obliged to Arnaldus, 
than Auriſtella; that Prince having ſaved him from 
drowning, near the coaſt of the iſland of Barbarians ; 
taking him by the hand, therefore, and whiſpering 
him in the ear, for fear of diſcovering, what Arnal- 
dus might perhaps, be deſirous of concealing ; Prince, 
ſaid he, recover your ſpirits, you are with your very 
beſt friends. Open your eyes ; you will ſurely remem- 
ber Periander and Auriſtella, who have no other de- 
fire, than to do you all the ſervice in their power. 

TELL us by what chance we find you in your pre- 
ſent condition; as alſo, who are the enemies, that 
have thus ill uſed you; and then depend upon our 
ready aſſiſtance: In the mean while ſuffer us to help 
you up, view your wounds, end afford you what re- 
let we can, till we can do ſomewhat farther, towards 
the cure thereof. Arnaldus then, half opened his eyes; 
looked wildly about him here and there; and recol- 
lecting at laſt, thoſe who were about him, roſe up, as 
well as he could, with intent to throw himſelf at the 
feet of Auriftella. oy 

As Periander would by no means ſuffer this, the - 
Prince embracing him tenderly, and turning about 
afterwards to Auriſtella; you are indeed, the true 


Auriſtella, madam, ſaid he: No ſpirit would dare 


borrow your form, ta conceal itſelf under ſo beauti- 
ful an appearance. I doubt it not in the leaft, con- 
tinued he, you are the adorable Auriftella, as ſurely 
as I am the unhappy Arnaldus ; who was going to 
Rome, in ſearch of that eaſe, which he cannot enjoy, 
when parted from you. F 
In the mean while, Conſtantia, hearing that Peri- 
ander, and Auriftella, had found another Pilgrim, 
wounded like the firſt, left the Duke de Nemours, to 
£0 and relieve him, in her turn, who might yet ſtand 
8 . * | | un. 
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in need of her aſſiſtance. Accordingly ſhe haſtened 
thither ; and being come to them, it would be impoſ- 
fible to expreſs the aſtoinſhment, of this young and be. 
nevolent Counteſs, when ſhe found this latter to be 
the Prince of Denmark : She little expected to have 
ſeen him, in a country ſo diſtant from his own; how- 
ever, ſhe did not expreſs any ſurpriſe, but only begged 

him to ſhew her his wounds. . 
ARNMALDUsõ, being greatly weakened, by the 
loſs of ſo much blood, could not make her any an- 
{wer ; all he was able to do, being, to ſhew her, by 

a motion, with his right hand, whereabouts he 
Judged the wound to be. Hereupon. Periander ha- 

ving helped Conſtantia to get off his cloaths, as eaſily 

as poſſible, they found that his hurt was indeed on 
that fide to which he pointed ; and that the ſword 
had pierced the upper part of the left arm. She 
wiped the wound, therefore, as quick as ſhe could, 
and clapped thereon a fort of dreſſing, to ſtop the 
blood, which yet iſſued from thence ; telling Perian- 
der, it would be adviſeable to have both the one and 
the other of the dueliſts removed to the neareſt village, 
becauſe their lives depended upon keeping in what 
little blood remained in their veins ; acquainting 
him at the ſame time, that the other Pilgrim was the 

Puke de Nemours, i | 7 | 

No ſooner did the Prince of Denmark hear her 
. Pronounce the Duke's name, than he was, in a man- 
ner, thunder-ſtruck ; and juſt dying as he was, jea- 
louſy again took poſſeſſion of his foul. Let him know, 
ſaid he, without conſidering that he awas overheard, 

that there is a wide difference between a King and a 
Duke; but were we both equally Kings, we ſhould 
not for that reaſon be the more worthy of Auriſtella, 
in order to deſerve her, one ought to be matter of 
the univerſe. | 2 

Wu the Prince of Denmark and the Duke 4: 


— 
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ſight; and had left them together to diſpute at the 
point of the ſword, which of them ſhould remain in 
poſſeſſion of Auriſtella's picture; which the Prince 
had ſnatched out of the Duke's hands. 5 

As theſe attendants had rightly judged, that this 
difference between their maſters, would coſt either 
one or both of them ſome blood, they had prepared 
a lodging for each of them in this village, that they 
might remove them thither, in caſe of their bein 
wounded, as ſoon as they ſhould have terminated the 
quarrel; and they were returning into the wood, to 
ſee the iſſue of their combat, juſt as Conſtantia arid 
Periander had again put on the cloathes of the 


Prince of Denmark, after having bound up his 


wound. | | 
FinpincG their reſpective maſters in the condition 
wherein they had rightly apprehended they ſhould, 
their attendants were preparing to remove them ; 
upon which Arnaldus calling out to his ſervants, See 
ſaid he, whether Auriſtella's picture, which was the 
cauſe of our combat, does not hang upon the branch- 
es of ſome of theſe trees; having coſt me ſo much 
blood, I may now juſtly lay claim thereto : At the 
very ſame inſtant; the Duke de Nemours, alſo gave 
the ſame command to his domeſtics ; whereupon Pe- 


riander, in order to compromiſe this difference, told 


them he would keep it in truſt for them for the preſent ; 

and would afterwards deliver it to him, who ſhould 

be judged to have the moſt right thereto. 
Heaven is my witneſs, ſaid the amorous Arnaldas, 


that from the firſt moment I beheld the lovely ori- 
ginal, ſo lively a copy thereof, has remained imprint- 


ed on my ſoul, that nothing in the world can eraſe 
it thence ; and that therefore, I do not want any o- 

ther copy to keep her in my rememberance ; never- 

theleſs, while J live, I can not ſuffer any other, to 

be peaceable poſſeſſor thereof; but fince my brother 
Periander has propoſed the keeping it in his cuſto- 


dy, with all my heart, I am ſatisfied; perhaps the 


adverſary who diſputed it with me, no longer hav- 
ing it before his eyes, will become equitable, and 
„%%% _ — nr | not 
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not envy me my happineſs; I find myſelf grow 
fainter and fainter ; I therefore deſire my ſervants may 
carry me where I may have ſome aſſſſtance. 

IME DIAT ELI his attendants, having made a ſort 
of a litter of ſeveral branches of trees bound toge- 
ther, took him up thereon ; and the domeſtics of 
the Duke de Nemours, having placed their maſter 
upon another, they carried off in that manner the 
two illuſtrious antagoniſts (whoſe great loſs of blood 
indangered their lives, more than the depth of their 
reſpective wounds) to the lodgings they had prepar- 
ed for them, in the neighbouring village. 


—— — 


E ; 
How the diſpute happened, between the Prince of 
Denmark, and the Duke de Nemours, on account 
of a picture of Auriſtella. The two rivals, being 
omewhat recovered of their wounds, ſet out for 
Rome; where they arrive that evening; toge- 
ther with Periander, Auriſtella, and their beauti- 
ful company. . 5 


N the mean while, the three French ladies, name- 

ly Bellarmina, Deleafira, and Felicia- Fra, 
were inexpreſſibly nettled with the Duke de Nemours, 
becauſe he did not ſet ſo great a value on their pie- 
tures, as on that of Auriſtella; and could not for- 
give themſelves their complaiſance, in ſitting for 
them; tho” the Duke's attendant who had brought 
the painter to them, aſſured them that his maſter 
had placed theſe pieces among his moſt valuable cu- 
rioſities. They would even have degraded him from 
his dignity, had it been in their power ; and would 
hre conferred it upon any other who woitld have 
promiſed to have preferred them not only to 4nr:- 
fella, but even to any beauty yet more perfect, had 
nature been capable of producing ſuch a one: 80 
- unacgountable is the phrenſy of fair ladies! 


1 


. 
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 FELICITA-FLORA alone had the good ſenſe to 
get the better of this partiality, in favour of her 
own beauty; and left her companions to complain of 
the Duke's preference of Auriſtella, as of a great in- 
jury and affront offered to their charms. She even 
became ſo reaſonable upon this. head that ſhe took a 
plenſure in hearing from his attendant, how the dif- 
pute had firſt happened between his maſter and the 
Prince of Denmark 3 which he accordingly related 
to her as follows. | 
No ſooner did his highneſs, my maſter, caſt his 
eyes upon the picture of Auriſtella, than he became 
ſo paſſionately in love with her, that he reſolved to 
ſet out immediately for Rome, in order to ſee that 
beautiful Pilgrim; that he might judge by his own 
eyes, whether the Painter had not flattered her, and 
whether the copy did not traſcend the original. Ac- 
cordingly he left Paris forthwith, in the diſguiſe 
of a Pilgrim, and with a ſmall retinue for a perſon of 
his rank, and travelling with the impatience of a man 


in love, was not long before he arrived in the terri - 


tories of the Holy See. 7 
TH1s morning as he was paſſing by the fide of 


the wood, where you found him wounded, he en- 


tered therein with deſign to ſhelter himſelf a little 
from the ſultry heat; and ſeating himſelf in the 
ſhade, at the foot of ſome. trees, with his head full 


of nothing but the beauty of his admired Pilgrim, he 


drew the picture out of his pocket; and in the tran- 
ſports of his paſſion, began to addreſs his diſcourſe 


thereto, juſt as he would have done, had Auriſtella 


herſelf been there in perſon. While his Highneſs 
was thus imploying himſelf another Pilgrim paſſing 


thro' the wood, attended with an equal retinue, 


came juſt behind him; tho? I believe undeſignedly, 
and could not help ſtopping a little, on hearing him 
thus talking to a picture. 8 8 | | 

I was then at a diſtance from the Duke my ma- 
ſter, together with the two other attendants, who 
helped to bring him hither to the village; but haſ- 


| teyed up to his Highneſs to acquaint him with the 


3 curioſity 
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curiofity of this Pilgrim, who was liſtening to his 
difcourſe. - Immediately he turned about his head, 
and perceived the curious unknown; who findin 
the picture undoubtedly, to be that of the beauty he 
adored, laid hold thereon with eyes ſparkling with 
anger, and ſnatched it out of his hands. Hereupon 
my maſter, who had never been uſed to ſuch treat- 
ment, and conſequently, little expected to be ſo 
roughly uſed, riſing up with fury: Sacrilegious rob- 
ber of things divine, cried he, reſtore me this mi- 
nute what belongs to me, and preſume not to pro- 
phane it with thy impious hands. Thine indeed, 
juſtly deſerve that title, anſabered the unknown ; 
and ſhould not dare touch the picture of all that is 
moſt adorable, under the copes of heaven; and if! 
can not convince thee by witneſſes, that this paint- 
ing belongs more rightfully to me than thee, my {word 
ſhall force thee to confeſs it. - 


Know then, purſued he, that J am the lawful po. 


ſeſſor of this divine beauty; whom F have acquired 
by ſuch toils, as have a hundred times been near coſt- 
ing me my lite; and thou mayeſt as well tear my 
heart from me, as think to recover this picture again 
from me. Hereupon, my maſter having commanded 
us to leave him, and to wait for him in the little 
village, where we now are; the unknown pave the 
ſame order to his retinue. We all withdrew then, 
they being equally matched, and when I was at ſome 
diſtance, I ſaw the unknown faſten the picture to the 
branch of a tree; and having ſo done, he advanced 
ſword in hand to attack my maſter, who received 

him with a courage worthy of his princely birth. 
Fon my part, at the hazzard of incurring their diſplea- 
ſure, I would have perſuaded all to return, to prevent 
the fatal effects, which might have been the conſe- 
quence of this rencounter ; but the attendants of the 
unknown, who undoubtedly were aſſured their maſ- 
ter would not have pardoned ſuch an interpoſition, 
would not conſent thereto; wherefore, we went on 
to provide them a lodging, in caſe they either of 
them eſcaped, with their lives ; and we were upon 
| | our 


fought, and of his deſign to marry Auriftella : Since 


it created in him a jealouſy, which gave him no 
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dur return, to ſee what fate had attended our re- 
ſpective maſters, when we perceived you entering 
into the wood; where you found them in that deplo- 
rable condition: Inexcuſable raſhneſs, in two rivals, 
to endeavour to butcher each other for a picture, 
while a third, perhaps, is paſſing his time very a- 
reeable with the original. ; 2 

THE wounds of the prince of Denmark, and thoſe 
of the Duke de Nemours happening only to be dan- 
gerous thro' their great loſs of blood, they were able 
in a week's time, to proceed on their way to Rome 3 
from whence, in the mean while, they had been at- 
tended by the beſt Surgeons, every morning to take 
care of them. 1 | PEE 

DurinG this interval, the Duke being informed of 
the name and quality of the rival with whom he had 


the heir ofa Crown, /aid he, thinks her worthy of 
being made a Queen, I may without ſcruple, accept 
of her for my Conſort ; but being appriſed afterwards, + 
that ſhe lodged, together with her brother Perian- 
der, in the ſame houſe with the Prince of Denmark, 


ſmall uneaſineſs. He comforted himſelf however, 
with imagining, that tho' he had not triumphed o- 
ver his rival by force of arms, he ſhould be able to 
get the better of him in the purſuit of his love; be- 
cauſe he Rad always till then, been ſucceſsful in 
gaining every heart which he had attempted. 
Leaving him however, to feed himſelf up with 
this fancy, we ſhall only ſay, that theſe two princely 
rivals, having each of them ſet out for Rome, from 
their reſpective lodgings, arrived there pretty early 
in the evening; as did alſo Periander and Auriſtella, 

with their fellow-travellers. | 
Wren they were got within a ſmall diſtance of 
that celebrated city, they met two men, who addreſ- 
ling themſelves to one of Duncan's domeitics, aſked 
him, whether that numerous company were provided 
with lodgings ; becauſe if they were not, he had 
ſome to offer them, which he was ſure would ſuit 
| them, 


* 
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them, fince he had ſome of almoſt all ſorts and prices, 
for perſons who made any thing of an appearance. We 
are Jews, continued he, my name is Zabulon, and 
my companion Abjud ; and our buſineſs is to keep 
lodgings ready furniſhed, for perſons of diſtinction, 
nay, even for Princes, when occaſion offers. 

One of my fellow-ſervants has undoubtedly, hired 
_ a lodging luitable for us, an/wered this domeſtic of 
Dancan's, fince he was ſent away before us, yeſter- 
day forithat purpoſe. I believe ſaid Abiud, then to 
his brother Zabulon, that the perſon of whom this 

honeſt man ſpeaks, is the Frenchman who agreed 
with our brother Manaſſehb; and who has indeed, 
hired of him a houſe like a palace. Let us go on 
then reſumed Duncan's domeſtic z my fellow-ſervant 
will not be long before he comes to conduct us to this 
lodging; and if it ſhould not be large enough for all 
our company, they may take up with that offered 
them by Signor Zabulon. : 1 

Ix effect, they had not advanced much farther, 
before the two Fews ſaw their brother Manaſh, 
who was coming, together with Duncan's ſervant, 
to meet them; and who having ſaluted our Pilgrims, 
was their guide to his houſe, which being ſet off with 
his richeſt furniture, made a moſt ſtately appearance, 
and was ſufficiently large to lodge them all, as con- The! 
veniently as they could deſire. 2 5 
| SCARCE had the three French ladies, Deleafira, de 

Bellarmina and Felicia-Flora (who together with WM 7 
young Antonio, were the foremoſt of the company) th 

entered the city before they drew upon them the eyes D 
of the whole people, wherewith the ſtreet thro' VV 
which they were paſling, was then full, becauſe it 
Was a day of ſtation at the church of Noftra Signora 
del Populo, to which that ſtreet led. But if that in- 
finite number of people admired the charms of theſe Wtie « 
young French beauties, how much more did their ad- v<rc 
miration increaſe, when Auriftella appeared with had 
Conſtantia by her fide, and followed by the fair Ger- her, 
trude, the graceful Duncan, and the incomparable ¶ con 
Periander! 2 | 3 


THEIR 
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Turn aſtoniſhment was ſo great, that one of the 
Romans, Who was undoubtedly a Poet, was in a per- 


time as in a trance, I dare almoſt lay a wager, ſaid 
P he, as ſoon as he had recovered his ſpeech, that the 
Goddeſs Venus is again returned to earth, as in times 
red paſt; and is come hither accompanied by Hebe and 
of the Graces, to viſit the remains of her dear /Zneas. 
With humble ſubmiſſion to our Lord Governour, pur- 
ſued he, pointing to Auriſtella, he ought to order the 
his face of that moving image, to be covered with a veil ; 
ed WM unleſs he would have the moſt diſcreet fall into rap- 
ad tures with admiratron ; the tender-hearted burned to 
on Bl aſhes with the lightening of her eyes, and the weak be- 
ant come idolaters of her more than human beauty. 
his WHILE this Roman was thus launcing out into his 
all Wl byberboles, our Pilgrims purſued their way, and ar- 
red med at the houſe of Manaſſeh, not a little pleaſed, 
| (eſpecially Periander and Auriſtella) at being ſo ſafe- 
ier, N h arrived at the end of their tedious pilgrimage, after 
75 — eſcaped ſo many dreadful dangers, and under- 


int, bone ſuch prodigious fatigues. 

ms, | OR . _ * 
ith | | 33 
ce, EX. 


on- The Prince of Denmark and the Duke de Nemours meet 
5 together at the door of Auriftella's /odging, Perian- 
der aud Duncan run down to them, to prevent the 
fatal effects of their rencounter. The diſcourſe of 
the Prince of Denmark with Periander, and the 
Duke de Nemours with Duncan, about their ſe- 

veral pretenſſons to that matchlejs beauty. | 


HE news of the arrival of theſe beautiful Pil- 
grims, was diffuſed that very evening all over 
the city of Rome; where the charms of Auriftella 
were repreſented 2s ſomewhat excelling all that nature 
had ever yet produced. For tho' thoſe who had ſeen 
der- her, could not find words ſufficiently emphatical, to 
able {convey to others a juſt idea of her tranſcendent graces, 
they made a ſhift to give their hearers ſuch a Ae: of 
Fs We er, 


ect rapture at the ſight of them, and remained ſome 
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her, as they might have formed to themſelves, from 
having ſeen the rough draught of her picture, traced 
out by an able p. inter. 6 0 5 

How vER that be, it is certain, they gave fo good 
a deſcription of her, that upon the report which waz 
ſpread every where, of the arrival of ſo ſurpriſing a 
beauty, a prodigious number of people flocked about 
the houſe wherein ſhe lodged; many of whom being 
impatient to ſatisfy their curioſity, deſired of Ma- 
naſſelb to pravail en her to ſhew herſelf in the balcony, 
But the Jeao too prudent to make any ſuch requeſt, 
put them all off, with telling them that ſhe was in- 
diſpoſed a little after her journey ; but that in a day 
or two, they might ſee her at their eaſe in St. Peter's 
Church ; whither ſhe would not fail to come, to re- 
turn heaven thanks, for having preſerved her from ſo 
many imminent dangers, to which ſhe had been ex- 
Poſed from the time of her departure from her own 
country, to that of her arrival at Rome. 

NexT morning, while great numbers of people 
were ſtill ſurrounding the lodgings of Auriſtella, in 
hopes of getting a view of that Nonpareille, the 
Prince of Denmark and the Duke de Nemours arrived 
by chance at the ſame time at her door in their Pil- 
grims habits ; and were endeavouring to open them- 
ſelves a way thro' the crowd, in order to go in: But 
no ſooner did they ſet eyes on each other, than their 
jealouſy beginning to revive, they felt their hearts 
burn with anger within them, while their eyes ſpark- 
led with fury. 6 
- HayyiLy for both of them, Periander happened 
to be then at a window, diſcourſing with Duncan; 
and obſerving the emotions of rage that were ſufficient- 
ly viſible in the faces of both theſe Princes, he ran down 
together with that Nobleman, to prevent the fatal 
conſequences of the meeting of two ſuch jealous and 
paſſionate rivals: Accordingly, Periander led away 
the Prince of Denmark, on one fide, while Duncan 
amuſed the Duke de Nemours, on the other. 
ARNMALD U finding himſelf alone with Perian- 
der; one of the things that moſt ſenſibly diſpleaſes 
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me, dear Periander, cried he, is to ſee that this 
French cavalier, who is ſaid to be the Duke de Ne- 
mours, is in a manner in poſſeſſion of Auriſtella's pic- 


ture; for notwithſtanding it is in your hands, he 
ſeems ſtill to have ſome claim to it, ſince it is not in 


mine. This gives me the greater diſpleaſure, and is 
ſo much the harder to bear, as it proceeds from a 
cauſe which produces ſuch effects in the heart, as a 
lover dares not let be obſerved by the object of his 
affections; and indeed, it is not- till the laſt extrmity, 
that I ſuffer you to ſee all that jealouſy with which 
mine is tortured ; and I ſhonld die with ſorrow, ſhould 
my divine Auriſtella have it ever in her power to re 
proach me, with having been very much a ſtranger 
to hers ; ſince I could ſuſpect her of heſitating which 
ſhe ſhould chuſe to make happy in her embraces, the 
Duke de Nemours or me. | 3 
CoxsiDpER, my dear friend, purſued he, that J am 
heir apparent to a Crown, which I am ready to place 
upon the head of your ſiſter, without troubling myſelf 
about any other fortune, than her beauty and her 
virtue: Beſides, ſhe is now at Rome, the very place, 
my deareſt brother, that ſhe herſelf pitched upon for 


the accompliſhment of that vow, which ſhe has always 


alledged as the only obſtacle to the crowning of my 
happineſs : If therefore, you will engage her to de- 
prive the Duke de Nemours of all hopes, by giving 
me her hand, from that moment, as I have often 
promiſed you before, you ſhall ſhare my fortune. | 

Ir my ſiſter, great Prince, anſwered Periander, 
had given any occaſion for that uneaſineſs under which 
you labour, by reaſon that the Duke ds Nemours has 
declared himſelf her admirer, I ſhould excuſe your 


jealouſy, and blame the conduct of Auriſtella; but 


as ſhe is intirely innocent in this reſpect, I can fay 
nothing to you upon this head. As to what you de- 
fire of me, with regard to inducing her to conſent 
forthwith to be yours, having not as yet conſulted her 
upon that head, I can not poſſibly give you a ſatisfac- 
tory anſwer thereto. As t'o your princely offer of 
ſharing your fortune with me, I am as ſenſibly affected 
Ven ih 9 | - theatres © 
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therewith, as the quality of the perſon who makes it, 
and the greatneſs of the proffer obliges me in gratitude 
to be; but generous Arnaldus, as a dark cloud often 
over-ſhadows a glorious Sun, whoſe beams would o- 
therwiſe dazzle the eye, ſo this plain Pilgrim's habit 
may perhaps, conceal ſome ſparks of a noble ſoul, 
and an illuſtrious origin, whica may one day ſhine 
out with ſplendour. _ | 

As for the reſt, continued he, if you would be ad- 
viſed by me, you ſhould reſume your uſual tranquilli- 

we arrived but yeſterday at Rome, and have not 
had leiſure in ſo ſhort a time, to concert proper. mea- 
ſures for carrying on our deſigns to their deſired end 
but in the mean while, till we can do this, I would 
beg you, as much as poſſible, to avoid meeting the 
Duke de Nemours; that you may not be drawn into 
any expoſtulations with him, which may produce a 
difference, that would be as diſagreeable to me as to 
my ſiſter. Be aſſured, ſhe will never ſooth him up 
with any hopes; and if he ſhould himſelf lay any 
ſtreſs upon a preſumption of his own ſuperiour merit 
and accompliſhments, he may be wanting in good 
manners, in not ſhewing ſufficient reſpe& to the ob- 
ject of his affections. „ 


Uron this artful remonſtrance of Periander's, the 


Prince of Dexmark imagining his own hopes and pre- 
tenſions well grounded, upon the extorted and ambi- 
guous promiſes of Auriſtella, did not take notice of 


the miſterious manner in which Periander expreſſed 


himſelf; wherefore, he not only readily promiſed 
him to avoid all occaſions of meeting with the Duke 
de Nemours; but offered him what jewels and money 
he pleaſed ; to enable his fiſter to appear at Rome 
with a retinue anſwerable to the dignity of a Princeſs, 
who was in expeCation every day, of being feated 
upon a throne. 1 3P 

J return you thanks, great Prince, rep/ied Perian- 
der, both for your obliging promiſe and your nob'e 


offer; but I expect every hour, to meet here with 


an attendant, who will not only bring me remittan- 
ces ſufficient for my expences, as Jong as I ſhall 


pleaſe 


Dre kt & tw „e 


. e Gain wh 


hd 
* 


to draw that piece; and he had not obtained it, in 


ever once ſeen her in her own country, muſt have 


charms, that they can not fail of knowing her pic- 
ture, the. moment they ſet eyes thereon : Your High- 


which I only give up my right, thro' my reſpect to 
| 2 * | 
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pleaſe to ſtay in this city, but to defray my charges 
to the North,, when I ſhall judge it proper to return 
thither. | . | 

TE diſcourſe of Duncan, with the Duke de Ne- 
mours, was ſomewhat different from that of Perian- 
der, with the Prince of Denmark, The Duke pre- 
tended, and not without good reaſon, that the pic- 
ture of Auriſtella ought to be reſtored to him, as 
being the lawful owner; ſince a limner, whom he 
had imployed to draw the pictures of all the moſt 
celebrated beauties, had painted it on purpoſe for 
him. Your title thereto, ſaid Duncan, would be 
undeniable, if Auriſtella had given the Limner leave 


a manner ſomewhat clandeſtine and indirect; but as 
ſhe never did grant him that permiſſion, your pre- 
tenſions do not ſeem to me, to be ſo well grounded, 
as your love would fain perſuade you they are. 
BesIDEs, continued he, your Highneſs does not 
ſeem to conſider that you diſoblige the object of 
your affections, in demanding back your picture; 
Auriftella travels in the diſguiſe of a Pilgrim, tho“ 
it 13 very eaſy to ſee ſhe is above the common rank ; 
if ſhe is yet not greater than any one ſuſpects; from 
hence We may plainly perceive, ſhe has a mind not 
to be known, whereas your letting this picture be 
ſeen, expoſes her daily to the hazard of being diſco- 
vered againſt her inclination, ſince they who have 


retained ſuch a lively impreſſion of her uncommon 


neſs muſt be ſenſible therefore that you will thereby 
be the cauſe of diſcovering a ſecret, which ſhe has 
no mind to have divulged. 1 
I ſubmit upon this conſideration, anſwered the 
Dake de Nemours, provided you will ingage the 
Prince of Denmark to pay the ſame deference to 
"Tas nah pretenſions as myſelf ; and to deſiſt from 


is deſire of uſurping the poſſeſſion of a jewel, to 
the 


- 
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the inclinati6ns of that common object of our adora- 
tions. | 

To make me ſome amends, continued his High. 
e[s, for this voluntary ceſſion of my property, and 
that, in a picture which I eſteem above all price, I 
muſt defire you, Lord Duucan, as being my friend, 
and having the happineſs to be under the fame 
roof, to eſpouſe my intereſt with her, and to let her 
know that my birth is not inferior to that of Ar- 
 waldns 3, who only offers her a crown, which ſome 
unforeſeen revolutions, may perhaps put it out of 
his power to place upon her head, while I can at 
preſent, make her miſtreſs of divers lordſhips and 
principalities, which it may be, are not leſs conſi- 
derable than the whole kingdom of Denmark. 
As Duncan was neither acquainted with Auriſtel. 
la's rank, nor yet with her inclinations, being pre- 
ingaged, and beſides had a real friendſhip for the 
Duke de Nemours, who was indeed a Prince of 
great merit, he readily promiſed him to exert his 
utmoſt power to. ſerve him with that matchleſs beau- 
ty; and flatteriny; both his love and vanity, in order 
to compoſe his mind (which was not a little ruffled, 
by having a rival of ſuch a rank as Arnaldus; and 
meeting with ſo many unforeſeen obſtacles to his 
paſſion, where he had not expected any); he gave 
him hopes, that when he had appriſed that Phœnix 


of her ſex, of his uncommon accompliſhments, and. 


large poſſeſſions, ſhe would make a wide difference be. 
tween a preſent and a certain ſettlement, and one that 
was only in expectation, and conſequently precarious. 


— 
* — 


Is CHAF- xt 
Auriſtella performs hex wow : The letter of unfor- 
tunate Bartholomew, to his maſter. Don Antonio. 


HUS did Periander and Duncan diſpel in ſome 
| meaſure the uneaſineſs of theſe two princely 
rivals; neither of whoſe hopes were better ground- 
ed, the one than the other ; beſides which, they pre- 
vailed on them, before they left them, to promiſe 
| EP. | „ehen 
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when in public, to conceal their love for Auriſtella, 
till ſuch time, as ſhe ſhould have declared her deter- 


mination, with regard to their reſpective pretenſions. 


The Prince of Denmark did not at all doubt, that 
the offer of a kingdom would incline her to favour 
him 3 while the Duke de Nemours flattered himſelf, 
that his uncommon merit and riches, would turn the 
ſcale on his fide ; and both of them equally ima- 
gined, that the fair ſex, being naturally ambitious, 
Auriſtella would not be long before ſhe declared 
for the one or the other. 


Tr1s however, was by no means the defign of” - 


the common object of their affections; her mind be- 
ing at that time wholly taken up, about a buſineſs, 
which had no manner of relation to their love. 
Having been brought up in a kingdom almoſt un- 


der the North Pole, where their notions of Chriſ- 
tianity were very confuſed ; ſhe had been defirous 
of being thoroughly inſtructed in all the fundamen- 


tal tenets and truths of that religion ; accordingly, 
ſhe had pitched upon Rome as the likelieſt place 
where ſhe could gain a perfect inſight into them, 
and had bound herſelf, by a vow to undertake a pil- 
grimage thither, in order thereto, before ſhe would 
enter upon the marriage ſtate. | 
ACCcoRDINGLY in performance of this vow, ſhe 
was then come to Rome; and was altogether intent 


upon imbibing thoſe ſalutary inſtructions ; being 


more taken up with the care of the ſalvation of her 
ſoul, than the Prince of Dexzmark and Duke de Ne. 
mours, could be about the advancement of their mus 
tual paſſion, LES SN 

JusT as Periander had parted with Prince 4-3 
naldus, a man coming up to him and viewing. him 
earneſtly for ſome time; by the deſcription that has 
been given me, Sir, /aid he, if you are a Spaniard, 
it is you to whom I am to deliver this letter; here- 
upon Periander taking it, and finding the ſuper- 
ſcription was, To the illuſtrious Don Antonio de Vil- 
laſenor, ſurnamed the Barbarian, aſked the bearer 


thereof, who it was that had given it him. A Spanti- 


ard 
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ard, Sir, anſwered the meſſenger, who is a priſoner 


in the tower of Nona, and condemned to dye, toge- 


ther with a good pretty woman, who goes by the 
name of the Talaweran, for murder. 

Tuls letter, reſumed Periander, is not directed to 
me, but to this Pilgrim. who is coming towards us; 
accordingly, when he was pretty near, Don Antonio, 
Jaid he to him, your man Bartholomew, has been 
more expeditious than we ; he has not only been 
ſome time at Rome, with Loxi/a of Talavera, but 
he muſt alſo have been ſome days in one of its priſons ; 
ſince they have already had leiſure to bring a cauſe of 
_ theirs to a trial, the coſts of which they are condemn- 
ed to pay, unleſs ſome means can be found, to get 
them excuſed from it. Periander having thus pre- 
miſed. Antonio went a little aſide with him to read 
this letter, which was couched in the following terms, 


Fetter of the poor priſoner Bartholomew of La 
| | | Mancba.. | 
N HA E waited Sir, with the utmoſt impatience, 
« | for your arrival at this celebrated city of Rome; 
* and by the noiſe which the beauty of your ladies has 
« made, ever fince yeſterday, I find very fortunately, 

* that you have ſlept this night within her walls, 
% have taken, the liberty therefore, to ſend you this, to 
«© acquaint you, that he, who does not keep inthe ſtrait 
« path, does not always come to a good lodging; and 
* that, tho" a man have one ſound foot, he will be 
« ſure to halt if the other is lame. Evil communica- 
* tion does not always teach us good manners; and 
5 thoſe, aubich I have learned of f 
« fince my quitting your honour's ſervice, are undoubt- 
«© edly not judged to be good in this country; fynce they 
* have cauſed me to be condemned, together with her, 
« to reform them in the public marſtet- place. 
«© To explain to you. this my ſad ſtory, it is proper 
& you ſhould know, that the Spaniſh Foot: ſoldier, who 
* had delivered her out of priſan, at Madrid, taking 


ct exception, at. his finding her at Rome, in my compa. 


ns Fell upon her, and drubbed her nn.” +4 
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« Mancha, as you very well know, Sir, do not under- 


% fland ſuch rough jeſting, as the beating a pretty woe 


«© man, before their faces; and this ſoldier mauled 
« poor Louiſa terribly; At the fight of a good Cudgel, 
* ow which 1 laid hold, T.grew out of all patience, 
« and knocked out his brains, to teach him more mode- 
ration for the future. 


„ gad not quite done breaking his bones when & 


. Pilgrim, wwhom, I had never ſeen before in my life, 


tame behind me, and took the meaſure of my back, 
& with a ftaff as hard as iron. This new adverſary, 
« as Louiia has fince told me, was a Poliſh gentleman, 


« who had married her at Talavera; wherefore, ſpe 


laid hold on a knife, wherewith ſbe cut him where 
« ſoever ſhe could, for fear he ſbould take it in his 


« head, to cut her throat, with his poniard, after hau 


ing broken all ny bones, with his Pilgrim's flaff. 


«© HEREUPON, the populace, who always med- 


ale with what does not concern them, being ignorant 


* of the reaſons cue had, to rid ourſelves of theſe two 


agreſſors, conducted us very much againſt our will, 
to the tower of Nona; where the judges; giving 
more credit to them than to us, about what had 
paſſed, have brought us to our tryal ſooner than 


6 ave defered,, and have condemned us to perpetual ba- 
„ niſoment ; which is as much as to ſay, in our lan- 
© guage, to paſs out of this world into the net. 


/ 


«© The Talaveran 7s /o very angry with theſs un- 


* courteous judges, that ſhe can not reſolve upon . 
ing them; and is fallen away half in half, fince 
morning, when our ſentence was read over to ud. 1 


could never hawe believed, that from a gay temper, 


& of which I have always before ſeen her, ſhe could- 


haus beceme ſo ilI-hurnoured, in an inſtant ; or could 
hams taker any thing ſo much to heart. However, 
this has not prevented her ſending her reſpects to you, 
4 as 4ſſa to the generous Periander, and your charita- 
* ble fiſters. If Auriſtella, the matchle/s fiſter of that 
% good: Pilgrim, would afſifi us, by applying in our 
behalf, to. our judges, it would h 
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„ conſolation to us; becauſe we have been afſured, 
& they grant favours here, to beauties, who are not 


e evorthy to be put into competition with her, In that 


& cale, we would certainly wait upon you, to return 
cc you our thanks, and invite you to our wedding ; it be- 
ing no longer in the power of the deceaſed to forbid 
& the banes. We hope Sir, you will wouchſafe us an 
„ anſaver; and in order to keep Louiſa in temper, I 
„ flatter her with the eæpectation, of its being favou« 
„ rable to us. | | 
The unfortunate Bartholomew of La Mancha.” 


Tux concluſion of this humorous letter, made Pe- 
riander and Antonio laugh; tho' the deplorable con- 
dition into which his looſe companion had brought 
poor Bartholomew, ſenſibly affected them, and they 
could not help admiring that greatneſs of ſoul which 
appeared in that ruſtic, tho' in a bad cauſe, and enab- 
led him to jeſt, and write with gaiety, in ſuch an im- 
minent misfortune and danger, as moſt men, would 
have ſunk under. Heartily pitying him, therefore 


they reſolved not to abandon the poor wretch in the 


- time of his neceflity ; tho' he had played them a 


„ ſcurvy trick in leaving them in the lurch, at the very 


time when they ſtood moſt in need of them. Ac- 
cordingly they ordered the bearer of the letter to re- 
turn to him, and tell him from them they were go- 
ing together with the ladies belonging to their compa- 
ny, to make uſe both of intreaties and preſents, in order 
to obtaining their pardon, and procuring their liberty. 
_ Having conſulted Lord Duncas therefore, and 
the Ladies upon this head, it was concluded, that 
without any delay that noble and gallant Scot, toge- 
ther with the fair Gertrude his lady, ſhould get ſome 


of the Roman Princes, their relations and friends, to 


exert their intereſt, to have the execution of their 
ſentence deferred, and a reprieve granted to the two 
criminals, in order to have time tor their obtaining a 
Pardon afterwards. Accordingly ſuch powerful inter- 
ceſhon was made in their favour, together with ſome 

| Preſents to the judges who had condemned * 
| | | | * b 
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that they ſoon perceived, that by dint of money, the 


unfortunate might meet with mercy at Rome, as well 
as in all other places: In effect, in leſs than a week, 
Bartholomew, and the fair wanton of Talawera, were 
diſcharged from their confinement ; and pardoned for 


the two murders, whereof they had been actually guil- 


ty; tho' they were not then indeed the firſt aggreſſors. 
Dvurinc this interval, the incomparable Auriftel- 
la's intent, as has been before obſerved, upon get- 


ting herſelf inſtructed in ſuch points of faith as the 


eccleſiaſtics in her country, could not ſufficiently ex- 


plain to her, had applied to one of the Penitentia- 
ries of the Holy See for that purpoſe ; who after 


hearing her confeſſion, and the motive of her long 
and dangerous pilgrimage, ſatisfied all her doubts, 
and gave her together with Periander, who accom- 
panied her, all the information they could deſire. 


— —— 
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CHAP. XI... 


The Prince of Denmork, and the Duke de Nemours, 
taken into cuſtody, by ::e order of the Governor of 


Rome, on account of another picture of Auriſtella. 
A RISTE L LA. having been thus fully in- 


ſtructed in the tenets of the Chriſtian religion, 
and having conſequently punctually performed the 
vow ſhe had made, Per:ander grew daily more and 


ore deſirous of becoming her huſband. He dared - 


not however diſcover his impatience too much, while 
that matchleſs beauty, together with her lovely com- 
panions, were imployed in viewing the tombs of the 
Martyrs, and the other religious curioſities of that 
famous city, which took them up ſeveral days: What 
troubled "her moſt, while ſhe was thus taken up, was 


that ſhe could not get into a coach, but half the peo- 


ple of Rome would line the ſtreets, ia order to ſee her 
paſs by. | 25 0 
Once among the reſt as ſhe was going by that 
wherein the Bankers live, they obſerved in a Pain- 
ter's ſhop, the picture of a woman, which divers 
| 1 5 perſons 
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perſons were viewing with great attention : She 
was drawn with a crown upon her head, and the 
globe under her feet. Happening to look likew ſe 
upon this piece en paſſant, ſhe found it greatly re- 
ſemble herſelf; which exciting her curioſity, ſhe or- 
dered the coach to drive up to the ſhop, and on ex. 
amining it a little more narrowly, and perceiving it 
had all her features to the utmoſt exactneſs ſhe aſked 
the Painter whoſe picture it was, and whether it was 
to be ſold. - 

I ſet it out here, anfavered the man, only for that 
purpoſe ; tho' I know not for whom it was drawn, 
unleſs it was for yourſelf, whom it perfectly reſem- 
bles ; having never ſeen any other, whoſe charms 
were any ways comparable thereto: All I know is, 
that it came from Liſbon; and that I bought it with 
divers others, at a ſale of the goods of a Portu- 
gueſe embaſſador, who died not long ago in this 
city; but I always imagined it to be only the pro- 
duct of fancy. How much it * reſemble me, I 
will not diſpute, ſaid Auriſtella; ſure I am, T-never 
ſat for it; but why this crown upon her head, and 
the globe under her feet? It may perhaps, be only 
a whim of the Painter's, Madam, an/avered the man, 

erſons of our profeſſion, are very ſubje& to caprice ; 
tho* I ſhould rather think that he deſigned thereby 
to ſhew ſhe deſerved to be crowned, as the queen of 
beauty; and the empire of the univerſe ought to be 
laid at her feet. In effect, Madam, continued he, if 
you are the original, as I really believe you to be, I 
am not only intirely of his mind, but am ſure, all 
good judges will agree with me, that the crown of 
the whole world, would hardly be worthy to be 
placed upon ſuch a head as yours; and that the 
luſtre of your beauty would tranſcend that of the 
jewels, which adorn the imperial diadem. 

IT find, aid Conſtan tia, then interrupting him, the 
Painters at Rome are not leſs gallant than thoſe at 
Liſbon ; tho' we have ſewn ſome there, who have 
been the very pink of courteſy :* But let us come 
to the matter in hand ; what do you aſk for this 


picture? 


„ nne 


Perſiles and Sigiſmunda, 227 
picture? Two Pilgrims, anſvered he, are about pur- 
chaſing it; one of whom bas bid me a thouſand 
golden crowns, while the other declares he will have 
it at any rate, be it ever ſo exorbitant : However, as 
their offers ſeem to me to be prodigiouſly extrava- 
gant, I have not yet accepted of either, for fear they 
ſhould be in jeſt, and deſign only to make a fool of 
me. If theſe Pilgrims, reſumed Conſtantia, are the per- 
ſons, I imagine them to be, they may offer you yet 
ſomewhat more conſiderable, if they think fit, and 
will certainly pay you, whatever they bid. 

Mean while, the perſons who were viewing this 
picture, in the ſhop, hearing the painter tell Auriſtel- 
la, he judged her to be the original, from whom it 
was taken, came out to have a view of her, in the 
coach where ſhe was with Conſtantia, Periander 
and Antonio. Being afterwards convinced by their 
own eyes, that he was not miſtaken, they approach- 
ed ſtill nearer, in order to have yet a more perfect 
ſight of her. Others being drawn thither likewiſe, 
ſoon after, by the ſame curioſity, and the firſt not 
giving place to them, as not having yet gazed their 
fill, ſuch a crowd gathered together in a few 
moments, that the whole ſtreet was taken up there- 
with ; and the horſes could neither move forwards 
nor back, whatever pains the coachman took, to 
his way thro' them. 3 
PE RIAM ER obſerving this, the only means, 
ſaid he to Auriſtelia, for us to get out of this throng, 
is for you to cover your face with a veil, for the 
people being then no longer rendered motionleſs by 
the lightening of your eyes, will open us a paſſage 
to proceed on our way. Hereupon Auriſtella fol- 
lowed Periander's advice; after which, the coach 
made a ſhift to move along; tho' it was ſtill ſur- 
rounded by an infinite number of people who hop- 
ed to get a ſight of her as ſoon as ſhe ſhould pull 
off her veil. | 

THe coach had not yet advanced very far, when 
the Prince of Denmark, in a Pilgrim's habit enter- 
ed the Painter's ſhop : I have already offered you 

| | | a thouſand 
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2 thouſand golden crowns, /aid he, for this picture Et 
if you will bring it to my lodging, I will pay you ſh 


down that ſum. Theſe words were ſcarce out of his Ol 
mouth when the Duke 4e Nemours, coming into the p 
ſame ſhop, diſguiſed alſo like a Pilgrim; Brother AT 
cried he to the Painter, I care not what has been bid T 
you for this piece, only follow me with it, and I th 
will give you whatever you demand, be it what it lu 
will. Tho' Conſtantia had already given the Pain- de 
ter, a moſt advantageous character, of theſe two Pil. th 
grims, he could not be perſuaded, they were able to w] 
advance the ſums they offered ; wherefore, not fo re! 
much to ſee whether they were worth the money, thi 
as to get rid of their importunities, he anſwered, he be 
would carry the picture to either of their lodgings, | 
who would depoſit ſome pledge in his hands, which an 
might recompenſe him for his trouble, if he ſhould to 
loſe his labour. roi 
No ſooner had he thus propoſed than the Prince for 
of Denmark, pulling out a gold repeater, ſet round pic 
with large diamonds, and delivering it to the Painter ; he 
Here, friend, ſaid he, take this; it is worth above lon 
twice as much as I promiſed you. Here is a rich ed, 
carbuncle, above thrice that value, cried the Duke de cor 
Nemours, clapping a ring into his hands, whoſe den 
ſtone was of an uncommon ſize and luſtre. Good tho 
heavens ! ſaid one of the ſpetators, who are theſe rin 
Pilgrims! and whence could they have ſuch ineſti- WC 


mable jewels ! Is this all inchantment! Maſter, conti. 
nued he to the Painter, before I would let my goods agr 
ſtir out of my ſhop, I would have theſe ſtones examin- not 
ed, whether they are true or falſe: They who have 
delivered them to you, may be too ſharp for you; 
and I could almoſt ſuſpe&t them of having an un- 
derftanding together, to get your picture from you 
at an under rate. | 
Tx1s ridiculous advice, was very diſagreeable to 
the two Pilgrims ; who at another time, would have 
defired him who gave it, to ſpeak with more circum- 
ſpection; but conſidering, that having promiſed to 
| : Ceonceal 
a3 2 
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conceal their love to Auriſtella, till ſuch time, as ſhe 
ſhould declare her intentions upon that head, they 
ought not to diſcover, in public, the cauſe of their 
proceedings, they conſented to let their jewels be ex- 
amined, in order to remove the Painter's ſcruples. 
They were carried then, to a jeweller, who rated 
them at a higher price, than the two Princes had va- 
lued them at themſelves ; whereupon, every one was 
defirous to ſee, which of them would give moſt for 
the picture; while ſome perhaps, of the ſpectators. 
who were of the more amorous complection than the 
reſt, judged the painting to be more worth, than both 
- watch and the ring, however valuable they might 
Wurrx all were admiring the luſtre of the diamonds, 
and the carbuncle, the Governor of Rome happened 
to paſs by; and ſeeing a great concourſe, was deſi- 
rous of knowing the reaſon. When he had been in- 
formed thereof, he was likewiſe curious to view the 
picture, the watch and ring; which having examined, 
he judged, that things of ſuch value, could not be- 
long to ordinary Pilgrims ; and from thence conclud- 
ed, that they who pretended to be ſuch, might have 
come thither on ſome other defign, than that of mere 
devotion. Accordingly, fully poſſeſſed with this 
thought, he not only cauſed the picture, watch, and 
ring, to be carried to his own palace, but had the 
two Pilgrims taken into cuſtody. = 1 
Tuis procedure of the Governor's was no ways 
agreeable to the painter, who well knew, things do 
not come out of the hands of the magiſtrate, with ſo 
much eaſe as they get into them; he gave his picture, 
therefore, over for loſt, upon which he had founded 
ſuch great hopes, and returned home, without daring 
to complain, for fear he ſhould himſelf be ſent, to 
keep the two Pilgrims company. | | 
HaryeninG to meet Periander, the ſame day, 
while his mind was brim full of his misfortune, and 
knowing him again, to be one of thoſe, whom he 
had ſeen in the coach with Auriſtella, he ſtoped him, 
in order to acquaint him with his diſappointment. I 
Vor. II. X | am 


6 
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am the moſt wretched of mankind, /ai he, the pie. 
ture of that matchleſs beauty, with whom you was 
this morning, was on the point of making my fortune, 
for ever: and the Governor of Rome, has blaſted all 
my hopes. I know well, your hard uſage friend, an- 
Fwvered Periander, as well as that of the two Pilgrims, 
who were about to buy the painting ; but as for them, 
they have nothing to fear; and they are able to give 


Fou ten times the ſum promiſed you. Tho” they 


Jthould be the honeſteſt men in the world, replyed the 
Painter, T am afraid, their rich jewels will render 
them ſuſpected, and they will be kept in cuſtody a 
long time, | 8 = " 
As it is not in my power, to rid you of this fear, 
rejoined Periander, inſtead of the thouſand golden 
crowns, offered by thoſe Pilgrims, for that picture, 
I will give you a hundred immediately, which I am 
willing to run the riſque of loſing, if the Governor 
refuſes to deliver it to me. The Painter thinking 
this a very good offer, in caſe wherein * then 
were, and being a conſiderable gainer even by this 
bargain, as he acknowledged afterwards, accepted 
readily thereof; and gave him a note, in writing, 
whereby he declare, that the piece whereof the Go- 
vernor had taken poſſeſſion, belonged to Periander, 
=” had paid him the price agreed on between them 
8 . 1 
OvEeRJoYeED, that the picture of Auriſtella, would 
neither fall into the hands, of the Prince of Denmar4, 
Ror the Duke de Nemours, Periander was about to re- 
turn directlyhome, had he not met with the 7e Zabu- 
lon, who told him that, Hypolita, a young lady, very deſi- 
rous of knowingall the cuſtoms, and manners, of foreign 
nations, having been informed he was: a great tra- 
veller, begged he would honour her with a viſit; 
that ſhe might be ſatisfied from kim, concerning ſome 
Points, into which ſhe had a mind to inquire. Here- 
upon, Periander, being intirely devoted to the ſer- 
vice of the fair-ſex, whenever they ſtood in need of 
his aſſiſtance, and being intirely à ſtranger to the 
character of Hypolita, was willing to 80 — 


7 


PI 


faction ſhe deſired; accordingly he did ſo, and was 
_ ucted by Zabulon to one of the handſomeſt houſes 
in Rome. 2 | | | 


CHAP. XII | 
What an extraordinary adventure befalls Perian- 
der, in the houſe of the Gourteſan Hypolita, * 


WEETNESS of temper, good manners and affa- _ 
8 bility in a beautiful woman, together with a rich 

dreſs and magnificent furniture, are apt to captivate 

thoſe who are contented with ſtudied complaiſance, 

and a ſplendid appearance : They would take them 
however, for ſo many ſnares laid for them, by luxur7 
and ſenſuality, if they were as ardently deſirous of avoid- 

ing vice, as Periander was of ſearching after virtue. 
The Courteſan Hypolita was good humoured and 
well bred; and ſo immenſely rich, that ſhe might 
have vyed for wealth with the antient Flora, With 
theſe advantages, ſhe at firſt acquired the eſteem of 
the voluptuous ; till by degrees her wit and beauty 
inſpired them with ſuch a love for her, as would 


have melted a heart of adamant, and exhauſted the - 


purſe of Cre/us. | | 
Wren Periander entered the houſe of this woman, 
he little imagined ſhe had formed any deſigns againlt 
his liberty; and accordingly, not being apprehenſive 
of any -danger, had followed Zabulon without any 
. : Alas! he little knew of what a Roman Cour- 
teſan is capable. It is true however, that ſhe aimed 
only at the poſſeſſion of his heart; and was willing, 
contrary to her uſual cuſtom, to have even ſhared. her 
fortune with him, ſo he would but have complied. 
with her deſires. She had been ſo much taken with 
him, tho? ſhe had ſeen him but once, that ſhe had 
promiſed a great reward to Zabulon, if he could ma- 
nage matters ſo, as to obtain her one vifit from him. 
Believing him a Spauiard by birth, and conſequently 
very amorous, ſhe had flattered herſelf with the 
| - A 2 | buopes, 
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and not defer to another time, giving her the ati - | 
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hopes, that ſhe could eaſily inſpire him with a reci- 
= paſſion; and that ſhe ſhould enjoy in his em- 

races, thoſe rapturous delights and tranſporting plea- 
ſures which Spaniards and Italians alone, as is ſaid, 
are _—_ of giving and receiving. : 

AHYPOLITA had then for her gallant, one Pyrrhus 

of Calabria, a bully by profeſſion, a man full of vil. 
lanous inclinations, and of a diſſolute life. His ſword 
was all he had to truſt to for a maintenance, except 
what he got by the ſtratagems to which he had re- 
courſe, to levy contributions upon the lovers of that 
Courteſan, wherein ſhe admitted him ſometimes to 
. ſhare ; tho? he could not always obtain of her what 
he would have defired. This Pyrrbus was fo very 
fearful of ſome other Gallant's depriving him of his 
miſtreſs, (for theſe ſort of tame pidgeons are not 
without kites and vultures, who purſue them, in 
order to prey upon them} that he ſcarce ever ſuffer - 
ed her to ftir out of his ſight, but kept her under a 
Tontinual reſtraint. Wretched condition ! of 2 wo- 
man given up to a ſenſual and diſorderly life!] But 
nevertheleſs, a juſt puniſhment for her irregular and 
licentious conduct. | . 

Tunis Cavalier, only in name, was at Hypolita's 
. When Zabulon entered the houſe, together with Pe- 

riander, As ſoon therefore, as the artful Courteſan 

perceived the Few had brought with him the object 
of her deſires, ſhe took Pyrrbus afide, and thus ad- 
dreſſed him: This gallant, my lad, whom Zabu lor 
has here brought me, under the diſguiſe of a Pilgrim, 
will make an excellent priſe ; and we fhall fleece him 
finely before he gets out of our hands. He ſent me 
a gold chain this morning by the Few, worth full a 
hundred crowns, only to' have the pleaſure of being 
ſatisfied in perſon, whether it is true, as he has been 
told, that my wit is ſuperior to my beauty. 

HERE, take the chain, purſued foe, for fear his 
fancy ſhould lead him to have it again from me, on 
pretence of preſenting me ſomething more conſidera- 

le; and leave me to get him in the humour to ex- 
hauſt all the money and credit he has in Rowe, —_— 
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He is half way of the dance I intend to lead him, Un- 
leſs I am greatly miſtaken, this Pilgrim is a Spani- 
ara, axfeveres Pyrrhus ; I am afraid therefore, in- 
Read of your being. too ſharp for him, he will make 


ou go quite thro* the dance yourſelf ; and I do not 


ove to truſt a nation, out of whoſe hands a pretty wo- 
man does not eaſily get, without leaving ſome of her 
feathers behind her. 'Take care, continued he, that 


T have no cauſe of complaint againſt you; you would 


not be well off, neither the one nor the other of you; 
Take this chain, TI tell you once more, /aid Hypolita, 
clapping it into his hand, and rely upon me for the 
_ without giving yourſelf any uneaſineſs upon that 
ead. | "+ ng 
PYRRHUS took the chain then, which Hypolita 
had cauſed to be. bought underhand that very morn- 
ing, on purpoſe to rid herſelf of ſo troubleſome a 
companion, whenever Zabulon could prevail upon 
Periander to come with him to viſit her : And ha- 
ving by this means rendered him more tractable than 
he uſually was otherwiſe, ſhe perſuaded him to go 
out of the houſe, tho' he moved then but very ow- 
ly, and as it were with reluctance. 


© Szx1NG herſelf thus delivered from ſo diſagreeable _ 


a ſpy, Hypolita went to receive Periander, and ad- 


vancing up to him with a curteous air, are not you 
ſurpriſed, generous Pilgrim, ſaid fe, that a woman 


ſhould requeſt the favour of a viſit from you ? In ef- 


feR, it is not without reaſon men affirm, that curioſt- 
ty often incites us Females to go greater lengths 
than in ſtrictneſs we ought. Accordingly, I have not 
been able to refiſt mine, which has ptompted me to 
dive into one thing, whereof I ought not to be igno- 
rant, if I would be univerſally knowing in ſome 
points which nearly concern me: And I have flats 
tered myſelf, that you are too gallant to ſuffer me to 
continue a ſtranger to what it is neceſſary I ſhould 
know, when it is in your power to remove all my 
. = oY 

MapaM, anſwered Periander, the Few Zabulon,. 
baving juſt informed me, that you was deſirous of 

„ = By being 
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being informed concerning the cuſtoms and manners 
of foreign nations, wherein it was in my power to 
oblige you, my inclination to ſerve the ladies when. 
ever occaſion offers, determined me to give you this 
ſatisfaction; neither did I think it proper to defer it 
to another time. | 5 
HYPOLITA taking him then by the hand, and 
making him fit down by her; I began, /aid ſpe, 
looking at him tenderly, to complain of the negligence 
of the perſon whom I had charged to bring you hi- 
ther; and you have greatly obliged me, in not 
leaving me to count over the tedious moments, which 
a Poor woman paſſes, in expectation of ſeeing the 
Man ſhe loves. | 
Suvxrkisgp to the laſt degree at this frank decla - 
ration of the amorous Hypolita s, Periander who 
imagined himſeli to have been with a perſon of ho- 
nour, roſe up, and would have withdrawn, that he 
might not be obliged to give any anſwer to a diſ- 
courſe, which offended the niceneſs of his paſſion 
for Auriſtella; and had certainly gone out of the 
Houſe of the Courteſan, if ſhe had not uſed a ſort of 
violence to detain him. | | 
| WovLD you go about to diſhonour me, cried ſbe, 
riſin 78 likewiſe, in diſcovering by your flight, a 
weakneſs to my ſervants, which J had not the power 
to conceal from you? Wretch that I am ! Why did 
J ever ſet eyes on you? Your habit did not deceive 
me; in giving myſelf up to. the inclination that hur- 
ried me away, I was very ſenſible, that I yielded on- 
ly to the merit of a Cavalier, who was worthy of my 
utmoſt affection. Is it not poſſible to have any ſhare 
in yours? Can you ſee me weep without being moved 
thereat ? | : 3 
Dv up your tears, madam, anſwered Periander; 
you ſhed them for a perſon who can only pity you, 
without being able to take advantage of your favour- 
able diſpoſition towards him: Religion alone was the 
cauſe of my coming to Rome; and I ſhall carry back 
my heart from thence as pure as I brought it thither. 
Had nature endued me, 7ep/ied Hy polita, with Far 
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of thoſe graces which ſhe has laviſhed with ſuch pro- 
fuſion on you, and my fortune had been ſufficiently 
ſplendid, to join with what little beauty I might have, 

in helping to move that inſenſible heart; I ſhould not 


endeavour to ſeduce it; but would myſelf propoſe to 


you a way to keep it for me in its utmoſt purity. As 
ſhe thus ſpoke to him, ſhe led him by degrees to a 
cloſet, whoſe magnificence ſhe had a mind to ſhew 
him, in order to tempt him therewith, and flagger 
him, if it were poſſible. | 

As ſoon as Periander had taken a view of this 
cloſet, he found it ſo ſumptuouſly furniſned, that he 


was forced to own, even a ſovereign Prince, who 


took the greateſt delight in curioſities, could neither 
have one more richly adorned, nor ſet off with a 
more valuable or better choſen collection of rarities. 
It was embelliſhed with all the fineft paintings of thoſe 
celebrated maſters- of antiquity, Parrhafius, * | 
Zeuxis and Timantes ; to which were added tlie 

higheſt finiſhed pieces of thoſe incomparable Moderns, 
the inimitable Raphael Urbia, and the matchleſs 
Michael Angelo 3 as alſo an admirable collection of 


antique buſts, by the moſt eminent hands. 


PERIANDER was ſo much ſurpriſed at ſuch un- 


common magnificence, that he knew not upon which 


of theſe objects to fix his eyes firſt ; nar-was he leſs 
raviſhed with hearing the ſweet harmony made by ſe- 


veral birds of various kinds, that were hung up in 


moſt beautiful cages ; and he thought that all he had 
heard related of the inchanted palace of the Fairy 


Falarine ; of the delicious gardens of Semiramis, and 


the admirable orchards of the Heſperides, whoſe trees 


bore apples of gold, was trifling in compariſon of 


what he then ſaw ; and did not come up to the orna- 
ments and ratities of this cabinet. | 

| In the mean while, Hypolita obſerving how much 
Periander was ſtruck with admiration, was willing to 
take advantage thereof z wherefore, if what you 
here find worthy of being admired, /aid ſbe, could 


compenſate for what is wanting in me to pleaſe you, 


it mould not be long before you ſhould be maſter 


thereof 
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thereof, as well as of the other riches which I poſſeſs, 
- Whereof this cabinet makes but a ſmall part. 
Tas freſh-attack interrupted Periander in the 
pleaſure he was then taking in viewing ſome porphy- 
| buſts of the wiſe men of Greece; and being greatly 
offended at the thought of their being in the hands of 
_ «ſo indiſcreet and looſe a woman, he was going to 
leave her without making her any anſwer, had - ſhe 
not prevented it by catching hold on him. Howe. 
ver, by much ſtruggling, he at laſt broke away from 
her, and got out of her hands; but not without 
giving her a. glimpſe of Auriſtella's diamond croſs, 
which he happened then to have under his habit; 
and which that Courteſan had almoſt broken in pieces, 
by endeavouring to detain him. = 
Havmo at length gained the victory as he thought, 
over this enemy of his virtue, Periander was about 
to return home very much diſordered, when this wo- 
man made another aſſault upon him, from which he 
could not immediately get off, ſo eaſy as from the 
former. Scarce had he reached the bottom of Hypo- 
lita's ſtairs, when the Courteſan grown deſperate at 
his having eſcaped her, was got to her window, and 
calling out for help to thoſe that were paſſing by, ſtop 
that thief, ſeiſe that wretch there, cried /be, I ad- 
+ mitted him into my houſe, thinking him by his ap- 
pearance, - to-be a man of probity, and he has robbed 
me of a diamond croſs, of ineſtimable value, which 
__ is now about to carry off under his pilgrim's 
Tas whole neighbourhood. being alarmed. by her 
outcries, ſome ſoldiers of the Pope's guard who hap- 
pened to be thereabouts, ran thither with their arms 
in their hands, ſeiſed upon Periander, forced from 
him his diamond croſs, and began to treat him like 
a Criminal caught in the very fact. Periander, tho 
not a little ſurpriſed at. ſuch an injurious . affront, and 
outrage, finding himſelf ſo roughly uſed, had till 
the preſence of mind to ſay calmly to the. ſoldiers, 


tte care what you do, my friends, I. am not what 


this wicked woman pretends, and my quality * es 
9 OO | ome 
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ſome regard: Wherefore, ix ſtead of dragging me 
away to priſon, I beg you vo: carry me directly 
to your Govemor, before whom I will juſtify my- 
ſelf from the theft, whereof ſhe has accuſe! me. 
As he bacl.ed this his requei: with ſorne pieces of 
gold, the ſ.ldiers iramediately granted hirn what he 
eared, with-ut tro. ling their heads about the 
clamour of the enrazed Courteſan, who made bitter 
coinplaints of him. | 1 5 4 
Hex ſpite and vexation for having been diſappoint- 
ed for the firſt tirze, of a heart, upon w!.ich the had 
forr2ed a defign, and that, the heart of the o::ly per- 
ſon wham ſhe lad ever yet truly loved, had prompted 
this unfortunate woman to this exceſs of injuſtice z 
but ſoon afterwards, her love getting the better of 
her anger, ſhe began to tear her hair, and would 
have done tie ſame by her face, had ſhe not been 
prevented by her ſervants, who did all that lay in 
their power to comfort her. | 825 
Your conſolations are all in vain, ſaid foe, and 
can not remedy my grief, neither can I ever forgive 
myſelf the unpardonable injury I have done to a man 
of worth, who is dearer to me than my own ſelf. 
They are dragging him thro' the ſtreets like a thief, 
and I am the perſon who thus load him with ignomi- 
ny! Alas! What theft hath he committed, but that 
of robbing me of my ſoul and all its faculties? No, 
no, I can never ſuffer a perſon who is maſter of ſo 
much virtue, to be treated like a Malefator : Let 
all Rome know from my own mouth, to what a 
pitch of extravagance the refuſal of his heart has 
tranſported me. Whatever ſhame may redound to my- 
ſelf from thence, I am reſolved to clear him before 
the Governor: Let the coach be got ready inflant- 
ly, to carry me thither, before his Lordſhip be pre- 
judiced againſt his innocence, by my falſe and infa> _ 
mous / aſperſions. £ 


JusT as the repenting Hypolita arrived at the Go- 
vernor's palace, the ſoidiers had got thither with 
Periander ; and had delivered the diamond croſs in- 
to his Lordſhip's hands, acquainting him at the ſame 


238 dhe Adventures of 
time with the crime, whereof the priſoner was ac: 
cuſed; whereupon Periander thus boldly anſwered, 
with that noble confidence which innocence alone can 
Inſpire. My Lord, this unhappy woman, who is come 
| hither to demand juſtice of your Lordſhip upon me, 
bas charged me, as you have heard, with robbing her 
of that croſs, which has juſt now been delivered into 
your hands ; wherefore, in order to prove the fallity 
of this her accuſation, beyond diſpute ; I will put the 
whole matter upon this iſſue: Let her, without being 
ſuffered to ſee it again, tell your Lordſhip how many 
diamonds there are ; what is their weight, and where 
abouts their value ; and if ſhe does this, I will be 
content to be thought guilty of the pretended theft, 
as much as if I, had been actually capable thereof. 

In vain, /aid Hypolita ## ts the Governor, does 
your Lordſhip. hide the croſs, for fear of my making 
an exact deſcription thereof, J have ſeen it ſufficiently 
to do that, but I am not come with an intent to ac- 
cuſe this Pilgrim of having ſtolen it from me, as I had 
the raſhneſs and imprudence to aver; I have only 
followed him hither, to declare it belongs lawfully to 
him; and having offered him a public and outragi- 
ous injury aud affront, to make him, as I am in juſ- 
tice bound, as public a ſatisfaction. 

Tx languiſhing looks the Courteſan gave Perian- 
dier while ſhe ſaid this, and the tears which ſtood in 
her eyes, made the Governor, (who was no ſtranger 
to the character of Hypolita) eaſily judge, whence her 
fury had proceeded ; and what had prompted her to 
forge ſuch an accuſation againſt the Pilgrim, who ſeem- 
ed to him a man of more than common merit, Ace 
cordingly, rejected love, ſaid he, has been the cauſe of 
the offence, whereof you have indeed ſufficient reaſon 
to complain; the ſame love implores your pardon 
will you refuſe it to a repenting Fair One? If this re- 
pentance my Lord, anſwered Periander, were ſincere, 
and-proceeded from a right motive, of which, never- 
theleſs it is impoſſible for me to judge, I ſhould rejoice 
that I had any way been the occaſion thereof, and 
ſhould forgive her with yet the greater 9 | 

| | e 5 | ERE- 
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HE REVO Hypolite withdrew; and the Gover- 
nor reſtoring the croſs, which the ſoldiers had ſeiſed, 
to Periander, aſked him, who were thoſe Pilgrims 
ho had depoſited ſuch rich jewels as pledges for the 
payment of the ſum they offered for the picture of 
Auriſtella; as alſo, who was that beauteous lady, 
and who he was himſelf. Auriſtella is my ſiſter, re- 
plied Periander: and the Pilgrims who were about 
purchaſing her picture, are perſons of ſuch diſtinction, 
that the court of Rome would have a particular regard 
for them, if they thought fit to make themſelves 
known; but I can neither tell you their names, nor 
their quality, not having had their permiſſion ſo to do; 
I muſt alſo deſire to be excuſed from acquainting you 
with mine, at leaſt for the preſent,. being obliged by 
reaſons of importance, to keep it as yet a ſecret. As 
for the reſt, continued he, the picture which you have 
in your poſſeſſion, belongs now to me, I have bought 
it of the Painter who owned it; and here is a writing 
under his hand, which impowers me to demand it of 
ou. ed, | | 
By the majeſtic air of Periander, and the gravity 
6f his anſwer, the Governor began to be apprehen- 
five he had been a little too raſh, in cauſing the two 
unknown Pilgrims to be confined ; and being afraid 
his conduct in that point would not be approved of, 
he went in perſon to ſet them at liberty. ; and to ex- 
cuſe himſelf for being guilty of a fault, which had 
been occaſioned by the plainneſs of their habit. Be- 
fore he left Periander however, he expreſſed to him 


a great deſire of keeping Auriſtella's picture; if you 


would make me a preſent thereof, ſaid he, I ſnould 
be the more obliged to you, as you would thereby add 
a maſter- piece to the ornaments of Rome, which ſur- 
paſſes all the fineſt performances of our moſt excel - 
lent Painters. I give it you, ſaid Periander, . taking 
leave of him; L would much rather chooſe to ſee it in 
your hands, than in thoſe of either of th- Pilgrims, 
who were ſo deſirous thereof ; and perhaps, one day. 
you will ſet a greater value upon it, even than you 
4 at preſent. e. 1 

| CHAP. 


240 We Adventures of 
. un 
Hypolita rightly ſuſpecting Auriſtella to be hey rival, 
3 — Julia the — of the Few Zabulon, to Hong. 


dell upon that incomparable beauty, in order to de- 


TY) ATHER confounded at having miſcarried in her 
deſign, than really concerned for having under. 
taken it, Hypolita returned home overwhelmed with 
melancholly, but yet more overwhelmed with love, 
Tho' diſdain generally extinguiſhes a paſſion when in 
its infancy, the ſcorn of Periander produced a quite 
contrary effect upon this courteſan, aud rekindled 
with more fierceneſs than ever, that extravagent and 
licentious flame wherewith ſhe burned. She imagi- 
ned that ſuch a Pilgrim as Periander was not ſo intire- 
ly formed of marble, but that ſhe might at laſt 
move him. 
_ Uron conſidering therefore, which way ſhe might 
effect it, ſhe thus argued within herſelf : If this Pil- 
im was not ſomething more than one would think by 
| is habit, he would not have had ſo beautiful a croſs 
in his poſſeſſion ; the diamonds wherewith it is adorn- 
ed, are of an ineſtimable value; he is not then to be 
ſtarved or bribed into a compliance, I muſt have re- ef 
courſe to other means to bring him to my bow. ar 
HERE UO ſhe ruminated a while, and ſeemed th 
as if in a deep ſtudy, till fired with a thought which af 
came ſuddenly into her head, ſhe ſtarted up, and #< 
cried out; But is not his heart already pre-ingaged by Ml 
ſome more amiable object, ſome fair one more beau- „. 
tiful than me: This Auriſtella who paſſes for his th 
fiſter, and who looks rather like ſomething divine, th 
than like a meer mortal, is ſhe really what ſhe pre- hs 
tends to be? Is the not rather his miſtreſs ? Is it not p. 
owing to her unparallelled charms that he can not an 
ſee- thoſe beauties in me, which none but himſelf MM 
have ever been able to reſiſt?_It muſt be ſhe, my heart 
tells me ſo; it is impoſſible to doubt it. Let her hc 
die then, this enemy to my happineſs ;. and let the 1 
= | | | manner | 
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manner wherein my — receives the news of her 
approaching death, inform me of what Jam ſo de- 
ſirous to know. Why ſhould I be in ſuſpence one 
moment, whether I ſhould plunge a dagger into her 
heart ? Is not beauty generally the firſt cauſe of love ? 
Are not the charms of this pretended ſiſter, ſuperior 


to all that has ever yet been ſeen ? And ſhall I ſcru- 


ple deſtroying her! No, no, let mine triumph in their 
turn, over the heart of my inſenſible; and let him 
think himſelf too happy in his turn, if I grant that 
pity to his ſighs which he refuſed to my tears, 
HavinG formed ſo deteſtable a deſign againſt the 
life of Auriſtella, Hypolita ſent for Zabulon, and in- 
formed him thereof; well knowing that Julia, the 
wife of this Few, was the greateſt Sorcereſs in Rome : 
She had not indeed made herſelf 1 public as ſome o- 
thers ; ſhe was nevertheleſs, not, only the moſt able, 
but the moſt dangerous. Upon the great promiſes made 
him by Hypolita, the Few readily aſſured the courte- 
ſan, that his wife would eaſily deſtroy Auriſtella; 
but told her, that in order to prevail on Julia ſo to 
do, ſhe muſt previouſly ſend her good part of what 
the intended her. Hereupon Hypolita willingly gave 


him a purſe of gold, threatning him at the ſame time, 


to have him killed himſelf, if he did not ſerve her as 
effectually and expeditiouſly as ſhe deſired. Money 


and threats have a great power over a J; on 


the fight therefore of the pieces of gold, Zabulon 
aſſured the courteſan, upon his life, that Auriſtella 


ſhould not cauſe her many days uneaſineſs. 


Na ſooner did Periander return to Auriſtella, 


who was at a loſs to what to aſcribe his long abſence, 


than he related to her what had befallen him, thro? 
the diſhoneſt love of Hypolita; as allo how he 
had gived the picture, which they had ſeen in the 


Painter's ſhop, and which the Prince of Deamark 


and the Duke de Nemours, ſtrove to purchaſe, pre- 


ferably to each other, to the Governor of Rome. 


Tas love of Hypolita for Periander, did not 
however, at all alarm Auriſtella; neither could jea- 


louſy find any enterance into her foul ; notwitſtand- 
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ing ſhe had been informed, this courteſan was one 
of the fineſt women in Italy; as alſo one of the rich- 


_ eſt, moſt debauched, and moſt artful, to draw all thoſe 


Into her ſnares, for whom ſhe thought it worth her 
while to ſpread her nets. Judging of Periander's 
virtue by her own, ſhe was not apprehenſive of his 
being guilty of any weakneſs z well knowing all the 
motions of his heart, were ſo intirely governed by 
religion, that ſenſual pleaſures could not make 
any impreſſion thereon ; and, if any part of Perian- 
ders adventure gave her uneaſineſs, it was his hav- 
ing — carried before the Governor like -a cri- 
minal. # 
In effect, ſo little it did it move her, that ſhe di- 
verted the whole company that evening, very agree- 
ably, with the relation of Periander's new conqueſt 
and the gallant effect of Hypolita's love; which had 
induced her to ſend the object of her affections, well 
guarded to viſit the Governor of Rome. Neither 
did Periander entertain them leſs by the recital of 
the Prince of Denmark's adventure; in being taken 
into cuſtody, on account of Auriſtella's picture, 
which was at laſt left in the hands of the Governor 
of Rome, in order thereby to determine their diſpute. 
They were not however, in the ſame diſpoſition 
next morning, to be merry, Auriſtella not being ſo 
much inclined to divert them; beginning then to 
5 ** but too ſenſible, of the ill effects of Julia's hel- 
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CHAP. XV. 


Auriſtella falls deſperately ill, and loſes all her beauty 


the Duke de Nemours, therefore, takes his leave 
of her, and returns to France, together with De- 


— 


le aſira and Bellarmina. * 


\CARCELY had the day begun to break, when 


; Auriſtella, was ſeiſed with a ſhivering, which o- 
bliged her to keep her bed ; * noon he fell in- 
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to a ſwoon, and loſt her appetite ; and about ſun-ſet, 
her eyes were deprived of that lively fire, which. 
ſubdued all who looked thereon. Had Hypolita's 
machinations been known, they would have ſaid, that 
Julia's Sorceries had produced the ſame effect upon 


Periander ; his ſorrow for this ſudden illneſs, and 


alteration in Auriſtella, ſeiſing him at once ſo vio- 
tently, that it was believed that very night, he 
had not many hours to live; and had not relief 
been ſoon given him, he had fallen a victim to the 
— of her who had no deſign to have ſacrificed 
im. | | 
Wirn much a-do they brought him a little to him- 
{elf ; and reſtored him in ſome meaſure, to his 
ſtrength ; but he recovered only to ſuffer yet more, 
in ſeeing the lillies and roſes of Auriftel/a's face fade 
away, and become livid; as well as the coral of her 
lips, and the enamel of her teeth; which one 
ſhould no longer have taken, as before for as many 
of the fineſt oriental pearl. As much disfigured 
however, as ſhe appeared in the eyes of the reſt of 
the company, Periander, who hardly had any longer 
the uſe of his, ſtill formed to himſelf the ſame idea of 
her, as was deeply imprinted upon his ſoul ; and his - 
love ſeemed to increaſe the more, the more her dan- 


ger increaſed, and the nearer ſhe appeared to death. 


Ir was not the ſame however, with the Duke de 


| Nemours, as the beauty alone of Auriſtella had in- 


ſpired the love wherewith he burned, his paſfton 
decayed by degrees, every time he heard ſhe grew 
worſe and became leis : handſome : A circumſtance 
which induces us to believe, that if love continues 
in ſome hearts no longer than it is kept alive by the 


charm of beauty, it muſt take very deep root in ſome 


Others, from whence it will not ſtir, whatever efforts 
death makes to drive it from thence. The Duke ne- 


vertheleſs, had the patience to wait a fortnight, in or- 


der to ſee whether there was no hopes of Auriftella's 
recovery ; but the Phyſicians having at laſt declared 


they knew not the cauſe of her illneſs, and it was 


2 


impoſũble 
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impoſſible for them to cure her, he determined to 
take leave of her, and return to France. 
Som therefore to viſit her with this reſolution, 
and being ſeated by her bed- ſide, Madam, /a:d he, 
being perſuaded the paſſion wherewith you have in- 
' ſpired me, has reduced you to the melancholly ſtate 
- Wherein I have the ſorrow to ſee you ; I am come 
to aſſure you, that inſtead of being willing to be ac- 
ceſſary to the loſs of your life, which is dear to me, 
J am reſolved to depart from Rome, fince my pre- 
ſence prevents the Prince of Denmark from render- 
ing you that homage which is more acceptable to 
you than mine. Perhaps I ſhall not be able to re- 
move {rom you, without dying myſelf ; but were I 
aſſured of expiring at my * leave of you, I 
would rather renounce my life, than not convince 
you by my departure, that I am deſirous of contri 
uting to-your recovery, May you for the future, 
enjoy the health I wiſh you, in the moſt perfect fe- 


licity. I ſhall only add one word more, for fear of 


diſcompoſing you, when you are upon the throne, 
which a more happy Prince deſigns you, remember 
in the midſt of the pleaſures you will there enjoy, 
you have condemned the Duke de Nemours never to 
taſte any; but to live the moſt miſerable of all 
thoſe who have loved you, without being able to 
pleaſe you. Having thus ſaid, the Duke waited ſome 
time for Auriſtella's anſwer, but either ſhe was not 
able, or did not think it proper to make any. | 
_ HerEvyon, Bellarmina, and Deleafira, who had 
always taken to heart the preference given by the 
Duke de Nemours to Auriftella, to their prejudice, 
ſeeing that Prince. reſign his intentions to Arnaldus, 
were reconciled to him, and conceived freſh hopes. 
As each of them was deſirous of becoming his con- 
ſort, which was their deſign, in ſuffering their pic- 
tures to be drawn for | is GufaQtion, they bethought 
. themſelves of returning to France with him, a 
perſuaded, that during ſo long a journey, thy 8 
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have time enough to make him forget Auriſtella, and 
diſpoſe his inclinations in favour of one of them. 

As they were afraid likewiſe of his declaring for 
Felicia- Flora, they would not take her along with 
them; not knowing that this young and fair lady, 


no longer was ſo ambitiouſly inclined. They ſent 


therefore, to acquaint the Duke, that they intended 
to return home, and it his Highneſs was diſpoſed to: 
ſet out ſoon: from Rome, ſhould be glad to travel un- 
der his protection. Overjoyed at having company: 
to divert him upon the road, he anfevered,. that. he 

ſhould wait only for their orders to get on horſeback. 
Next morning being the time appointed for their de- 
parture, they took their leaves that very evening, of 
Periander, Auriſtella, Lord Duncan, Gertrude An- 
tonio, Conſtantia, and Felicia- Flora; pretending. to 

the latter, that they had juſt received ſome letters 
which had obliged them to hurry away ſo ſuddenly. 
Felicia- Flora however, was not deceived by their 
pretence, as they were in their expectations; the 


Duke de Nemours, having conducted them to their 


own country, and left them there, without ever men- 
tioning the leaſt ſyllable to either of them about 
marriage. : | wh 
ME an. while the Prince of Denmark aſcribing the 
departure of the Duke de Nemours, to the greateſt 
ruder ce; imagining that the French Prince had 
only haſtened away, for fear of expiring himſelf, om 
ſeeing thoſe lovely eyes he {6 much adored, cloſed for: 
ever, was tempted to follow the example of ſo pru-- 
dent a rival, and to return himſelf to his father. 
However, after having reflected a while upon a pro- 
cedure, fo little conformable to the natural genero- 
fity of his ſoul, he bluſhed at having ever entertained, 
fuch a thought, and love getting the better of his 
fear of death, he reſolved neither to leave Periander 
nor Auriſtella, while there was a poſlibility of being; 
ſerviceable to them, and heaven might work a mi- 


racle in her favour. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Auriſtella recovers. Her diſcourſe to Periander. 


The conſequences thereof. 

WI LE Auriſtella was diſpoſing herſelf every 
moment to reſign her ſoul into the hands 

of him who gave it, Hypolita heard with joy, the 
ſucceſs of Fulia's ſorceries: Accordingly, the more 
ſhe was informed, that this maſterpiece of nature, 
loſt all her charms, as her end approached, the more 
money ſhe beſtowed on that Jeabeſ, to haſten her 
| deſtruction. But vain deſign ! how ſtrangely can 
Providence bring good out of evil ! we have already 
obſerved, that her helliſh arts produced the ſame ef- 
fects on Periander whoſe health decayed as faſt as 
| ns till both their lives became equally in 

er. 5 

Far amorous courteſan being informed hereof, 
and rightly judging the cauſe of Periander's illness, 
not being willing to haſten her own death by being 
the occaſion of his, reſolved rather to reſtore him 
Auriſtella ; and hearing no time was to be loſt, hur- 
ried away to Julia, revoked her former orders, and 
romiſed her a freſh reward, to repair the miſchief 


e had done. In giving way to my reſentment, /aid 


foe, I never intended to ſacrifice three perſons in- 
ſtead of one; ſince I find therefore, that by depriv- 


ing Periander of Auriſtella, I likewiſe bereave him 
of life, and know, that the moment he dies, I ſhall 


not be able to ſurvive him, I would rather chooſe 


to reſtore him what he ſo ardently loves than to pe- 
riſh myſelf. _ | | | 

THE Jeabeſi, moved by the promiſe of a freſh re- 
ward, readily agreed to effect whatever the cour- 
te an deſired ; and as if this Sorcereſs by her incan- 
cantations, had the abſolute diſpoſal of life and death, 
perfectly recovered Auriſtella, and conſequently Pe- 
riander allo in a {mall time, to the no little ſurpriſe 
of the Phyſicians, who had given them both over; as 
well as to the inexpreſſible ſatisfaction of their . 
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who were inconſolable at the thoughts of their ap- 


proaching deaths. | 
No ſooner had ſhe begun to regam her ſtrength, 


than ſhe returned hearty thanks to heaven, for hav- 


ing ſaved her from the danger to which ſhe was ex- 
poſed ; had ſhe then known the machinations of Hy- 


polita, ſhe would not have doubted that this change 


in the reſolution of this enemy, had been the im- 
mediate work of heaven, which was preparing the 


way for their common ſanctification; but being in- 


tent then only upon her own, ſhe had laid down ſuch 
a plan for the attainment thereof in her own imagi- 
nation, as by no means agreed with the inclinations 
of Periander. ; 7 

AccogDixolx one day, when they were both in 


perfect health; Brother, ſaid.ſbe, ſince heaven has 


ermitted me, theſe two years, to call you by that 
indearing name, I am deſirous of continuing ſo to 


do, till my life's end. Our ſouls as we have been 


informed here, not being capable of enjoying true 
happineſs, till they are re- united to God their firſt 


principle, we ought to ſpend all our days, in endea - 


vouring at this re-union. The beſt 'means in my 


poor opinion, to attain thereto, are continence and. 


charity; by the one we almoſt arrive at the purity 
of Angels; and by the other, we become like the 
Cherubims, who burn continually with that love 


wherewith the Saviour burned for us, whom our ſins 


nailed to the croſs. | | 
I am not willing by my offences, to renew ſo 


bloody a facrifice ; I am therefore deſirous of be- 


taking myſelf to a religious life ; and as I have never 
found you to have any will different from mine, I 


hope. you will not now oppoſe my inclinations. In 
effect, were I this very moment to aſcend the throne, 


to which I am heir by birth, perhaps I might be 
forced to deſcend from thence to morrow ; and in 


What diſpoſition ſhould I then leave it? perhaps at. 


the very inſtant, when being puffed up, and daazel- 
ed with the pomp and glory that would , wes 
c | 5 _ I ſhould 
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F ſhould have quite forgot that there is a yet more 
deſireable and permanent ſtate, to which I am called, 
and for which I was appointed, I make over there- 
fore to you, my right to the crown, to which I am 
heireſs, on your marrying my ſiſter, whom you will 
find no leſs worthy of your affections than myſelf ; 
and you may attain to the ſame ſolid and laſting glory, 
by governing your people, with that tender regard 
_ a good ſhepherd ought always to have for his 
flock. . 
You look down Perfiles, can what I propoſe be 
diſagreeable to you? Do not you approve of my pre- 
ferring him to yourſelf, who created us to be happy, 
if we will follow his example, and practiſe the ſame 
virtues which he practiſed when on earth? Why 
ſhould you be more averſe to ſeeing me wear a hair- 
eloth than a crown? You weep J tell me your ſen- 


timents, that I may conform mine thereto ; perhaps I 


may find out ſome medium that may content us both. 

Duni this diſcourſe of Aurifella's, a thouſand. 
different thoughts diſtracted the brain of Periander 3: 
any one of which was ſufficient to have cauſed his 
death; he imagined ſuch a deſign as that of bury- 


ing herſelf in a cloiſter, could never have entered her 


head, if ſhe had not firſt conceived an averſion for 
him; and that it muſt have been a verv great one, 


fince ſhe could not but know ſhe ſtabbed him to the 


heart, in declaring it to him. This thought affected 
him ſo much, that on the arrival of Fe/icia-Flora,. 
Conſtantia and Antonio, in her apartment, he haſtened 
out, without making her any anſwer; which unex- 
peed behaviour afflicted her no leſs than ſhe had 
grieved him. In effect, her ſorrow made ſo deep an 
impreſſion on her, that when this company came up to 
her, they found her talking to herſelf, without being, 
ſenſible of their approach. | 

J have acted unadviſedly, I own, aid foe, but no 
matter; is it not better that Periander ſhould know 
my intention now, than to defer the acquainting him 
therewith till another time? It is true, he is not ca- 
pable of diſſuading me from ſeeking the way to hea- 
| | 3 ven, 
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yen, but it is alſo true, I can go thither eaſier alone 
than in his company. No worldly intereſt being to 
be put in competition with our eternal happineſs,, why 
ſhould I conſult that of Periander on this occaſion, 
who is no ways related to me? Conſider dear Auri- 
fella, ſaid Conſtantia, that we are here; and you 
diſcover a ſecret, which our friendſhip would never 
ſuffer us to have ſuſpected. If Periander is not your 
relation, your behaviour to him has been pretty fa- 
miliar ; and if he is your brother, as we have always 
thought, his company can not hinder your working 
out your falvation. | an 

Wakrez that I am, cried Auriſtella, coming to 
herſelf at this remonſtrance, what have I uttered, and 
what have I done ! I have ſtabbed Periander to the 
heart by my indiſcretion, and I have betrayed my- 


ſelf ! However, fince what is paſt can not be recalled, 


and I am reſolved to be involved in the ſame ruin with 

him ; know you, whom heaven has indeed united by 
the ties of blood, that Periander is not my brother, 
neither is he my huſband ; nor yet can I term him 
my lover; at leaſt, he is not one of thoſe, who only 
aim at the ſatisfaction of their own deſires; and that 
frequently at the expence of the honour of the very 
perſon, whom they pretend to call the object of their 
affections. Periander, purſued ſhe, is a King's fon ; 


and I am heireſs to a large monarchy ; we are e- 


qual in birth, but I am one day to rule a more pow- 
erful kingdom than that of his brother : Let us ge 
in ſearch of him continued ſhe, rifing from her ſeat 5 
I muſt find him and comfort him, if I would receive 
any conſolation my ſelf. | | WY, 

HILE Auriſtella went in queſt of Periander, 
that diſconſolate lover was wandering thro! the ſtreets 
of Rome, without knowing whither he would go; a- 
dorable Sigi/munda, cried he, the moſt finiſhed ma- 
ſter-piece of nature, how could you in one moment 
conceive ſuch an averſion to me, as you have juſt 
now expreſſed ? Since you are deſirous of taking the 
readieſt and ſureſt road to heaven, be it ſo; but 
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can not we go thither together without parting? T 
am willing to conſent not to become your ſpouſe, 
tho” you have always flattered me with the hopes 
thereof; and will be ſatisfied, if you will but permit me 
to be ſtill thought your brother; but you will de- 
prive me of a title ſo dear to me, by immuring 
yourſelf in a Cloiſter ; where perhaps you will no 
hanger ſuffer me to trouble you with ſighs. Never- 
theleſs, I ſhall not trouble you long therewith ; I 
do not know whether I ſhall live even till the time 
of our parting ; and I believe you will begin your 
intended facrifice of your own liberty, by that of 
my life. As Periauder was thus lofing himſelf in 
theſe reflections he was overtaken by night, beyond 
the gates of Rome, whither he had wandered without 
knowing it; and hearing the ſoothing murmurs of 
a brook, he fat down by the fide thereof, intending 
there to wait the return of day. | 


Lr 


8 CHAP. XVII. 
Where vue /all be informed, who Periander and Au- 
riſtella are. EE | 


AS Periander fat fighing by the fide of the 
brook before-mentioned without any other 
company than ſome lofty poplars, and an agreeable 
Weftern breeze, which dried up thoſe tears that 
trickled filently down his cheeks, his ears were ſtruck 
with the ſound of ſome voices near him. Curioſity 
then prevailing over his affliction, he approached 
ſoftly the place from whence it came, and to his 
no ſmall ſurpriſe and aſtoniſhment, heard two men 


diſcourſing in the Noravegian tongue. As this was 


the language of the country where he had received 
his birth, it naturally rouſed his utmoſt attention; 
and accordingly, liſtening with the greateſt eager- 
neſs, he overheard the one of them thus addreſſing 
himſelf to che other. 8 | 
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Ir when you was in Norway, you had continued 
your travels to the fartheſt part thereof, you might 
have ſeen an ifland almoſt under the North Pole, 
which is named Thule, and which may be compar- 


ed to England, for its extent, riches, and aboundi 


in all things neceſſary for the ſupport of life. Had 
you failed thoſe ſeas alſo, you might have diſcover- 

ed another iſland about three hundred leagues from 
thence, Aguilonia, yet larger and more agreeable 
than Thule. Maximin, eldeſt ſon of Queen Euſta= 
chia, is King of the latter; and has a brother nam- 


ed Perfiles, upon whom nature has laviſned all her 


graces ; accordingly the Queen his mother is inex- 
preſſibly fond of him; and in effect, I ſhould be 
greatly at a loſs, were I obliged to give you a per- 
fect character of this amiable Prince to whom I had 
the honour to be governor. | Wn 

By this diſcourſe, Periander found the perſon, who 
thus highly extolled him, was the truſty Serafidus; whom 
he had expected to have met at Rome, with remit- 
tances and diſpatches from his mother: Liſtening there- 
fore, with yet greater attention, to a converſation, 
wherein he was himſelf ſo nearly concerned, he heard 
that faithful Governor thus proceed. The ſecond 
iſland, before-mentioned, is now ſubje& to a Queen, 
named Euſebia; who has two daughters, perfect beau- 


ties, eſpecially Sigiſinunda, the eldeſt ; which Princeſs, 


1s every way ſo accompliſhed, one would really think, 
nature had received an expreſs command, from the 
creator, to provide her a body ſuitable to the graces 


of her ſoul. 


THE Queen, her mother, pretending to be appre- 
henſive of a war, With which ſhe was threatened by a 
neighbouring monarch, in order to compell her, to 


grant him Sig:/munda in marriage, diſpatched that 


Princeſs to Queen Eaſtochia, that ſhe might be there 
in ſafety ; at leaſt, as ſhe alledged : For, I believe, 
the real motive, of her ſending that young Princeſs 
to our court, was, that ſhe might become the wife of 
Maximin, who could not fail of falling in love _ 

ancrs 
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her, the moment he ſet eyes on her. However, that 
be, Maximin, who never yet ſaw Sigi/munda, is paſ- 
fionately ſmitten with her, tho' he has only had a 
ſight of her picture, and heard the deſcription of her 
ſurpriſing charms ; being abſent from the court of 
Thule, when that Princeſs came thither. According- 


ly he wrote to the Queen his mother, who ſent him 


notice of her arrival, together with the picture, to treat 
her with. all imaginable tenderneſs, ordering her, at 
the ſame time, to be looked upon by all his ſubjects, 
-as one who was to be their future Queen. 

A thunderbolt could hardly have wounded Per/i/es 
more ſenſibly, than the news of this his brother's de- 
ſign; a gloomy melancholly ſeiſed him; he pined a- 

way viſibly every day; and all things became diſa- 
greeable to his eyes; in ſhort, none of his favourites, 
nor yet of his diverſions were pleaſing to him; and 
his health decayed hourly. In vain did all the beſt 
phyſicians viſit him; being ignorant of the cauſe of 
his diſtemper, they could not poſſibly preſcribe any 
remedy ; and accordingly, his caſe grew deſperate, 
and he was given over. At laſt, his mother who di- 
ed daily in ſeeing him at the point of death, and had 
often in vain conjured him to tell the occaſion of ſo 
unaccountable an illneſs, fitting tenderly by his bed- 
. fide, and bedewing his pale cheeks with her tears; it 
is impoſlible my unkind child, ſaid be, but you muſt 
know the reaſon of your ſickneſs; and if you obſti- 
nately perſiſt in concealing it, you muſt undoubtedly 
dye, becauſe no cure can .be found ; but my death, 
which will precede yours, will ſpare me the ſorrow of 
- ſeeing you breath your laſt, PE e 
| Move by this pathetic complamt, and the melan- 
cholly condition to which his filence reduced his mo- 
ther, Perfi/es at length owned he died for Sigi/munda, 
and that he would rather ſubmit to give up the ghoſt, 
than be wanting in his duty and reſpect to the king his 
brother. This confeſſion, ſaid the Queen, reſtores 

me to life; and I will endeavour to recover yours al- 

ſo, by procuring you the only remedy for your diſ- 
. « temper: Maximin, indeed, continued /be, may take 
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on, madam, /aid ſbe is my honour; provided that 
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t ill of me; but I hope, he will excuſe the tender 


affection of a parent, who would ſacrifice herſelf for 
his preſervation; as ſhe would alſo for yours, Gag 
_. EUSTOCHIA, then going to Sig: ſinunda, and 
leading her into her cloſet, beauteous Princeſs, /aid 
ſhe, it would be great pity to let Per/i/zs dye for want 
of help; as he is a Prince of uncommon virtues and 

races, and infinitely more deſerving than his brother 
Maniaiim, who has ſomething of a roughneſs in his 


temper, which has more than once diſguſted his moſt 


valuable ſubjects, and driven them from his court. 
This diſadvantageous character of that Prince, ſhe 
had confirmed by more witheſſes than ſhe ought, and 
in ſhort, ſo gained upon the mind of the Princeſs, 
that ſhe brought her, inſenſibly, to the very point ſhe- 
deſired. __ 5 . 
' AccorDINGLY, all I am to conſult on this occaſi! 


* 


is ſafe, you may diſpoſe, as you pleaſe, of my hand, 
neither do I believe, my royal mother, Euſebia, will 
diſapprove, of whatever, you ſhall judge proper, with 


regard to my future ſettlement. Upon receiving this 
anſwer, Euftochia embracing her tenderly and thank- 


ing her for her complaiſance, in being willing to con- 


tribute towards the recovery of a ſon, whom ſhe lo- 
ved more than herſelf, haſtened immediately, to Pero 


ges, and carried him this welcome news; which cau- 
ſed ſuch a ſudden change in him for the better, that 


in a few days, there was no appearance of his having” 


ever been in danger, of lofing his life. — 44 
Ir was then, next to be conſulted, how to bring 
Maximin to conſent, to the marriage of Perfiles and 
Sigi/munda ; in order to which, Exftochia could not 
think of any better way, than for them to withdraw. 
from the court of That. It was reſolved therefore, 
they ſhould ſet out for Rome; and that Maximin ſhould. 
be told, the Princeſs, having made a vow to go thith- *. 
er, in order to be inſtructed in the fundamentals of 


the catholic religion, was bent upon performing that . 


vow, before ſhe would fix upon any for a huſhand and 
the Queen had obliged "10 to accompany her in 
Vor. II. <4 _- - ae 
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that voyage, with a charge to bring her back again, as 
ſoon as poſlible, without prejudicing her health, by too 
eat a fatigue. | | 


In effect, S7gi/munda did make ſuch a vow, and 


Perfiles promiſed not to mention his love to her, un- 
til it was accompliſhed ; which done, the tender Eu- 
ſtochia having provided them every thing neceſſary 
for ſuch a voyage, and given them the moſt prudent 
inſtructions for their condu& therein, made them em- 
bark on' board a veſſel, which was then in the har- 


bour of Thulz, and juſt ready to ſet fail for the South; 


having intruſted me alone with a ſecret of this im- 
rtance. 


MAXIMIN was almoſt two years abſent from his 


Capital, on account of the war made upon him by his 
neighbours; but as ſoon as he returned to Court, 


fluſhed with victory over them, he inquired after Si- 


gi/munda, in order to lay his laurels at her feet; 


and having been told what had been before agreed 


on, was highly diſpleaſed thereat ; eſpecially, when 
all his Courtiers aſſured him, there was not a beauty 


in the Univerſe worthy of being compared with Si- 


ismunda. | | 
Pno' he did not at all queſtion his brother's pro- 
_bity, he could not help giving way to ſome jealous 
emotions; which made him at laſt reſolve upon ſet» 
ting out for Rome, in perſon, under a borrowed name, 
in order to conduct the princeſs back himſelf. Here- 


upon, the Queen Euftochia ſeeing. him preparing to 


embark for 1taly, ſhe charged me to accompany him, 


and provide for the ſafety of Perfiles ; enjoining me 
to manage matters ſo when we approached Rome, as 


to get there before the King, and inform the Prince, 
his brother was coming thither in ſearch of him, | 

He ſet out then from Thule, in two Men of War; 
and having paſſed the Szreights after a pretty trouble- 


ſome voyage, juſt touched a little at Sicily, from 
whence we proceeded. on our way to Naples; where 


Maximin fell ſick, being overcome with the fatigues 
of the ſea, to which he had not been uſed like the 
ofticers of his retinue, His impatience however, — 
| | ce 
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fee Sigi/munda, has made him reſolve to keep on his 
way to Rome; and he is now at Terracina, a ſmall 
city which ſeparates the kingdom of Naples from the 
territories of the Holy See, from whence his atten- 


dants are bringing him to this city, in order to his 


being cured of an illneſs he might probably have as 


. voided, had he taken a little care of himſelf, in a 


climate which is very different from that of his nativg 
country. 
Bronx we paſſed the Szreights, a violent ſtorm 
obliged us to put into Liſbon river; where I heard 
ſome news of Perſiles and Sigi/munda ; for by: the 
: Noiſe of the beauty of the two young Pilgrims, who 
ſet out from thence ſome monchs ago, ſtill makes in 
that capital, they muſt either have been the Prince 
and Princeſs, or two Angels who thought fit to viſit 
the earth in human ſhape. 5 


HRE the perſon who had liſtened all che while to 


Serafidus, breaking filence : If, ſaid he, you had 


called thoſe whom you name Per files and Sigiinunday 


Periaader and Auriftella, I could alſo have told you 


| Jomething of them: having travelled a conſiderable = 


time with two perſons who perfectly reſemble the de- 
ſcription you have given me of your Prince and Prin - 


ceſs ; and we have ſuffered ſuch hardſhips together, as 


would draw tears from your eyes, were I to relate 
them to you: Accordingly, Serafidus having defired 
this favour of him, the ſame perſon whom Periander 


then knew to be Rutilio, gave a ſuccin& account of 


all that had befallen them, from their arrival at the 
Iſland of Barbarians, to their parting at that of the 
two Hermits. RE: 


Break of day ſurpriſed them as they were thus 


diſcourſing, wherefore Periander not having a mind 
to be diſcovered there, retired: from that place, and 
made the beſt of his way to Rome, to impart i Au: 
riſtella what intelligence he had juſt receive, and 


conſult with her what they ſhould do to eſcape the 


reſentment of Maximin. In effect, he looked upon it 
as little leſs than a miracle, to be thus informed in 

fo unlikely a place, of the arrival of a Prince, in 
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' whoſe preſence, he by no means deſigned to appear; 
and as he was returning to meet the diſconſolate Au- 
 ri/ielfa, he took courage anew, upon thinking that 
this accident would ſuſpend her reſolution of retiring 


into a Monaſtery. 


8 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


Periander meets Auriſtella by rhe away, together with 


the amorous Hypolita, Pyrrhus the bully to that 
* Courteſan, being exaſperated by an offer of ſervice 
made by her to Periander, runs him thro' the body, 
aud leaves bim for dead. N 


THE Sun had juſt begun to gild the ſkies with 
1 his dazzling beams, when Periander being got 
near St. Peter's church, which is undoubtedly the 
largeſt and the moſt ſumptuous fabrick in Europe, 
* Saas a company of ladies advancing towards 
him; and was not long before he knew them to be 
Auriſtella, Felicia-Flora, Conſtantia and Gertrude, at- 
tended by Antonio and Duncan. As ſoon as Perian- 
der came up to them, and had ſaluted them, he ob- 
ſerved a fort of languor in the eyes of Auriſtella, 
 Whereby he found his abſence had cauſed her ſome 
uneaſineſs, and expreſſed his ſorrow for having been 
the occaſion thereof. I was guilty of rudenefs, I 
own, ſaid he, in parting from you ſo abruptly, but 
Jo great an advantage has riſen frem thence, that I 
dare believe the Guardian Angel who has fo long been 
watchful over our ſafety, induced me thereto, and 
led me out of Rome, in order to my being informed 
of what it was abſolutely neceſſary I ſhould know, 
for my own preſervation. 


-  * In ſhort, continued he, in the preſence of the whole 

company, the caſe'is no leſs now, than to ſee myſelf 
Toon'expoſed to all the fury of the King my brother, 
who is coming hither in ſearch of us. I have ſpent 
this night, under ſome trees, in overhearing the con- 
verſation of Serafidus, my old Governor, with Ra- 
 .tilio, whom he met, no doubt, in his way; and not 
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being able to contain his concern, at my approaching 


danger, he vented part thereof, by relating what 


obliged him to haſten before Maximin to this city. 


Among the reſt, he told him, that Prince is at pre- 
sent at Terracina, from whence his attendants are 
bringing him to Rome, in order to his being cured of 
a diſtemper, occaſioned by the fatigues of the ſea, 


together with the change of air and climate; Sera- 


dus alſo added, that Queen Euſtochia had ordered 


him to poſt away to Rome, before Maximin could 
get thither, to the intent he might appriſe us of the 


Arrival of that Monarch, and ſecure us from his re- 


ſentment. | | | 


Br pre-acquainted with theſe circumſtances, | 
continued Periander, we muſt now concert proper mea- 
ſures for our ſafety ; and I beg you ladies, /aid he, 


addreſſing himſelf to Conftantia, Felicia-Flora and 
Gertrude, to aſſiſt us Perfiles and Sigi/munda, (whom 
it is now high time you ſhould know by our real 


names) with your advice on this emergency. Sigi/. 


munda was not a little alarmed at this unexpected 


news; and far from thinking any more upon parting 
with Perſiles, all her ſtudy was how to preſerve him 


from tne anger of his royal brother. 1 
WuHiLE every one was intent upon deviſing ſome 

means for this purpoſe, the amorous Hypolita, who 

happened to come thither while Perſiles was thus 


diſcovering his own and Sigiſnunda's true name and 
quality, advancing reſpectfully towards him; great 
Prince, /aid ſbe, had I known the royal extraction, 


which you concealed under the plain habit of a Pil- 


grim, inſtead of declaring my love to you, I ſhould 
only have paid you that difference due to your exalted 
; and ſhould not have had recourſe to the infer- 


nal powers, in order to conſtrain you to yield me 


your heart. Being now convinced: of my folly, and - 


ſorry for my raſh and wicked attempt, I am glad it is 


in ſome meaſure in my power, to compenſate for the 
torments I made you ſuffer, in the perſon of the in- 
comparable Sigiſnunda, whom I then looked upon 
only as a trouble 


ſome rival; and whom peyertheleſs, 
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I was willing to reſtore to you. As an attonement 
for this injury, I offer you an aſſured place of re- 


+ fuge, from the purſuit of yeur brother; and were 


he to ſearch all over [taly, he would not be able to 
.. difcover you. If you will vouchſafe therefore, to a- 
gree thereto, I will conduct you and your company 
to Tuſcany, where I have a caſtle ſurrounded with 
woods and rocks, which render it, to all appearance, 
a moſt diſmal ſolitude, tho' it is in reality a very a- 
greeable Seat: I have alſo a hundred thouſand ducats 


at your ſervice, to render your retirement more 


eaſy and commodious ; by accepting which you will 
— a woman, who has now a fincere eſteem ard 
profound veneration for both of you. | 


Just as Hypolita was making this offer, Pyrrhus 


her Gallant before-mentioned, came up to her, and 
overheard it ; the wretch would not have been more 
ſenſibly alarmed, had it been the ſentence of his 
death; money being indeed, the only real object of 
the affection of this fort of Sparks: Being afraid 
therefore, that Perſiles would become maſter of Hy- 
polita's purſe, to his prejudice, he conceived that 
inſtant, fuch an implacable averſion againſt him, that 


he reſolved to diſpatch him out of the way. What 


determined him yet the more to execute this execra- 
ble deſign, was his youth and beauty; which made 
him tremble for the heart of Hypolita, the conqueſt 
of which, in his opinion, muſt neceſſarily carry with 
it the poſſeſſion of all her wealth; however, Per files 


refuſed to. accept either the place of refuge, or the 


noble ſupply the Courteſan ſo generouſly offered him; 
which one would have thought, might have diſpelled 
the fears of that Miſcreant. - 

' CONSTANTIA was therefore about to give her 
advice, when Rutilio arriving there on horſeback, 
together with the faithful Serafidus, and knowing 


« Perfiles as he was about to paſs by, ſee, ſaid he, fel. 


low-traveller, whether the Periander of whom I told 


vou, does not anſwer the deſcription you gave me of 


your Perfiles. On Rutilio's thus ſaying, that truſty 
Governor caſing his eyes hat way, and _— 
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the Prince again, notwithſtanding his diſguiſe, leaped 

| from his horſe and threw himſelf at his feet; as did 

RNutilio likewiſe, finding by this reſpectful action of 

TD Serafidus, that his Periander, and the Perfiles of that 

; Governor, was one and the ſame perſon. 

7 Whale Serafidus, whom the Prince immediately 

raiſed up, held him tenderly embraced about the 

neck, without being able to expreſs his joy for meet- 
ing him again, any otherwiſe than by fighs and tears; 

: and Rutilio continued claſping him about the 

> knees; which demonſtrations of the moſt hearty 

1 and ſincere affection, cauſed a L emotion in 

| the breaſts of all the ſpectators, except Pyrrhus: That 

hardened profligate conceived but the greater hatred 

againſt Perles; and giving way on a ſudden, to all 

| the fury with which his black ſoul was agitated, he 

; drew his ſword, and ran him quite tiro' the body, fo - 

tat the point appeared out at the oppoſite fide. „ 

f H O LI was the firſt who obſerved this in 

| human action; whereupon ſhrieking out, ah! vil + 


lain, cried ſbe, doeſt thou deprive of life a Prince 
| Who ought to have lived for ever. At this exclama- ö 
* tion, Serafidus turning about his head, and ſeeing 3 
the ſword of the aſſaſſin, yet reeking and ſtained witingn 
the blood of Perfiles, ruſhed upon him; and being j 
ſeconded by Antonio and Rutilio, diſarmed him, 
5 ſeiſed him, and had him ſafely conveyed to priſon; 
from whence he never ſtirred out, till ſome days af- 
p ter, when he was conducted to execution; an end 
ö worthy of ſo reprobate a life! 1 _eD 
|  SERAFIDUS then turning about again to Perfiler, 
thought to have found S7gi/munda employed in helps - 
ing him, but found her nearer death in all appearance, 
than the poor Prince who lay weltring in his gore, 
Perfiles ſtill ſhewed ſome ſigns of being alive, while 
. Sigi/munda ſeemed abſolutely deprived of all the vital 
Faculties ; death being viſibly painted in her face, and 
the luftre of her all conquering eyes quite extinct, in 
$ | ſpite of the care of the ladies her friends, who were 
7 not in a much better condition themſelves. 5 


Wuns 
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 Wuire Serafidus and Rutilio were employed in 
ſtanching the blood of Per files, which ſtreamed abun- 
dantly from his wound, Antonio ran to fetch a Sur- 
geon; and having found one of the moſt ſkillful in 
the city of Rome, brought him thither with the ut- 


22 


| 
moſt expedition. This able practitioner having view- 
ed the wound, in ſome meaſure compoſed their minds, . 
by aſſuring them it was more dangerous in appear- 
-ance than in reality, and that he did not deſpair of . 
curing the Patient, if they thought fit to intruſt him 3 
with the care of his recovery. Th 
— : — 1 
S 2 
Maximin arrives at Rome, deſperately ill; finds £ 
Perſiles in that melancholly condition; refigns his t 
| retenfions to him, together with his Crown ; joins t 
himſelf, the hands of Sigiſmunda, and that Prince, + 
and dies immediately after. They are after- v 
 ewards married by the Pope himſelf in perſon ; b 
and the Prince of Denmark, finding there was ne * 
longer any hopes of Sigiſmunda, awho was pre- 1 
ingaged before he knew her, accepts of her fij- ) 
ter Euſebia. Hypolita turns Nun; -Felicia-Flora 1 
becomes the ſponſe of young Antonio; and Con- 8 
ſtantia is joined in wedlock to the brother of the tt 
Count whom foe had married upon his death- ne 
bed, and who is created a Duke and Grandee ſoon P 
A 1 th 
HILE the Surgeon was dreſſing the wound pe 
| of the unfortunate Perfi/es, Serafidus hung 2 
tenderly over that Prince, and ſeemed himſelf ready 22 
to yield up the ghoſt at every ſtart he ſaw him 
give, when the probe put him to any, torment. Was Pp 
t to watch thus over your ſafety, cried that affecti- 120 
enate and faithful Governor, that I have run ſo WW © 
many hazards! Was it then to contribute, by my on 
embraces, to your aſſaſſination, that I have croſſed | 2 
fo many ſeas! Oh! unhappy Queen! Vou relied ah 


only 


RO 


— 


- 
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only upon me, for the preſervation gf a ſon whom 
you loved ſo intirely, and J am the very perſon who 


deprives you of this object of your affections, by my 


abundant veneration for him] You dreaded the jea- 


louſy of Maximin, and was not afraid of the friend- 
ſhip of Serafidus Alas! What worſe could have 
befallen him from the reſentment of his brother'? 
Dear feilow-citizens, you promiſed yourſelves great 
things from his virtues, which made you bear with 
the Rilings of his brother; but you are about to loſe 
him, and that by my fault; I conſent therefore to 


die by your hands, at my return, if I have ſtrength to 


ſurvive his loſs. | | 
Ir was while Serafidus was thus giving way to his 


grief, the Surgeons declared his wound was not mor- 
tal; which brought the affectionate Governor a lit- 


tle to himſelf; and he was juſt returning thanks to 
heaven, for the preſervation of a pupil ſo dear to 
him, when lifting up his eyes from Perſiles, upon 


whom he had till then kept them ſtedfaſtliy fixed, he 


beheld * bathing the face of Sigiſnunda, 


who ſhewed no ſigns of life, with her tears. At this 
fight, merciful Providence, cried he mournfully, your 


2 infinite, but will you work a miracle to pro- 
ong the days of Per files, if you deprive him of Si- 
giſmunda ! You created them the one for the otler; 


their ſouls are fo inſeparably united, that they can 
not now be parted; and Sigiſnunda can not dye, but 


Perfiles muſt follow her to the grave. Reſtore her 
therefore, to him, and recover him for a faithful 
people, who implore his life of you, by the mouth 
of a fellow-ſubje&t. who offers you his own, if it 
may be accepted in his ſtead, | . 
Ir was thought heaven was moved by the ſacrifice, 
propoſed by. Serafidus, of his own life for that of 
his Prince ; for at the very inſtant he uttered thoſe 
laſt words, Sigi/munda fetched a deep ſigh, which 
ſhewed there was ftill breath remaining in her. The 
joy of Serafidus thereat was inexpreſſible; but was 


| ſoon daſhed with ſorrow, by the arrival of his Sove- _ 


reign Maximin; who had juſt entered Rome, with 
EE. 5 | 5 | _ numerous 


„ 


262 be Adventures of 

à numerous and ſplendid retinue ; and as the 

who had flocked together upon hearing of a Pilgrim's 

being ſtabbed, filled the ſtreet ſufficiently to block 

up the paſſage, Maximin caſt his eyes as well as the 

.reſt, upon the aſſaſſinated perſon. ET 
HEREUTON Serafidrs going up to him trembling, 

dread Sir, /aid he, this wounded Pilgrim whom you 

ſee here, is your brother Perfi/es ; and this match- 

leſs lady, who 1s juſt recovering from a ſtrong fit, 


wherein ſhe has been a confiderable time, is the in- 


comparable Sigiſnunda. You find them in a very 
deplorable ſtate, fince, intead of being in a conditi- 
on to receive your embraces, you will perhaps, be o- 
bliged to give them burial, Very poſſibly they may 
not go to the grave alone, anſwered Maximin; I do 
not know, whether I may even have 4 enough 
to wait for them. Having thus ſaid, he put his 
head out of the coach, and knew Perles again, tho 
much disfigured by his great loſs of blood. 
HFH alſo knew Sig//munda, notwithſtanding the 
paleneſs that overſpread her face, and his having ne- 
ver ſeen her, but in effigie; and dying as he was, he 
made his ſervants help him out of the coach, that he 
might have a nearer view of her, When he was 
cloſe to her; unfortunate Princeſs, cried he, as if foe 
had been capable of underſtanding him, will you aban- 
don your faithful ſubjects, who long for your return, 
ſince your mother has reſolveè to reſign her Crown to 
you ? I hoped to have made you Queen of Thule, as 
ou would have rendered me King of Aguilonia, but 
— has ordered it otherwiſe. | 
upon Perfiles ; Prince, ſaid he, be of good courage, 
and recover they ſcattered ſpirits, that thou mayeſt 
bring this beauteous Princeſs again to herſelf : Re- 
ceive the preſent I make you of her, ſince I am 
not ſuffered to enjoy her myſelf. Finding then, they 
were neither of them able to anſwer him, and that 
his own ſtrength decayed every moment, Maximis 
made Serafides take the right-hand of Perfiles, and 
the left of 2 and joining them together 
himſelf, my chi 


dren, purſued he, (for I now look on 
| | myſelf 


_— 


Locking afterwards 
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myſelf as your father) if you do not follow me to the 
grave, but heaven ſhould reſerve you for a throne, 
aſcend mine together; and let thoſe of my court, who 
here attend me, be witneſſes of my now joining your 
hands, and praying the King of Kings, to crown your 
union with perpetual bleſſings. Having thus. ſaid, 
Maximin, being quite ſpent, fell into ſo ſtrong a fit, 
that it was with great difficulty he was recovered from 
it; and when he was a little reſtored to his ſenſes, he 
lived but a few minutes ; which he ſpent, in recom- 
mending himſelf to the mercy of his Creator ; and 
then cloſed his eyes for ever, juſt as Perfi/zs opened his. 

MAXIMIN having thus, given up the ghoſt, in 
the preſence of divers of his officers and courtiers, 
the ſudden ſhock, cauſed them to make ſuch lamenta- 
tions, as brought P#rfles intirely to himſelf: But no 
ſooner had he regained the uſe of his reaſon, and 
ſpeech, than perceiving Sigiſnunda almoſt expiring 
by his ſide ; do I only behold the light again, /aid he, 
to ſuffer double torments at my death, in ſeeing one I 
love dearer than myſelf, reſign her breath before 
me! divine Sigi/munda, continued he, I am ſenſible 
my wound is not ſo deſperate, but I may be cured, if 
yqur beauteous eyes which have as much power over 
me, as nature herſelf, would concur with her towards 
my recovery. | 5 

Tux ſound of this well known voice, had a more 
ſalutary effect, upon the lovely Princeſs, than the 
moſt reviving cordials; for it cauſed ſuch a ſudden e- 
motion in her, as brought her wholy to herſelf, in a 
ſhort time; and Perfiles, ſeeing that dear object of 
his affections intirely out of danger, was not long be - 
fore he alſo recovered his ſcattered ſenſes: But it 
would be impoſſible, to expreſs the ſurpriſe and amaſe· 
ment either of the one or the other, when being come 
to themſelves, they found they were ſurrounded with 
a numerous retinue, whom they knew to be the prin- 
cipal perſons of the court of Thule ; in ſhort. they 
could hardly perſuade themſelves, they were not in a 

Txt 
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Tax faithful and affectionate Serafidus, obſerving: 
their aſtoniſhment, let not your majeſty be ſurpriſed? 


aid he, addreſſing himſelf to Perſiles; theſe attendants, 


whoie unexpected preſence is the occaſion of your 


wonder, are the retinue of your late brother Maximin, 


and have been the witneſſes of his laſt will. Death 
has this moment deprived us of that Prince our late 
Sovercign, who bequeathed you 9727/mmnda, at his 
deceaſe, to enable you to ſupport the weivnt of his 
crown: he then related to them, that Mo:arch's laſt 
words, and behaviour, at wiach they were ſenſibly 
affected: And tho' they were well aſſured, he did 
not come in queſt of them, with intent to treat them 
ſo favourably, they buried in oblivion his unkind de- 
ſigns, and reſolved only to remember his good acti- 
Ons. AND | 3 
Tu diſcovery of the princely birth of Perf. 
les, and Sigiſmunda ; the aſſaſſination of the for- 
mer by Pyrrbus; the arrival and death of King 


Maximin his brother; and his joining himſelf the 


hands of that Prince and Princeſs before his deceaſe; 
followed ſo cloſe one upon another, and made ſo 
much noiſe in Rome, that it was not long, before the 
Pope himſelf was informed thereof; which determi- 
ned him to ſolemniſe their wedding in perſon, as ſoon 
as they ſhould be in a condition to enter into the mar- 
riage ſtate, and receive the nuptial bleſſing: Accord- 
ingly, that ceremony was performed by his holineſs 
within a few days after with great pomp and ſplen- 
dor, to the infinite joy and fatisfaftion of their whole 
court, and with the general acclamations of all the 
Romans, who wiſhed them all manner of happineſs, 
and agreed, they were only worthy of each other. 
In the mean while, the amorous and generous 
Prince of Denmark, who heard this news but too 
ſoon for his own quiet, was ſo exceſſively afflicted 
thereat, he could never have forgiven himſelf for not 
having given credit to what had been ſuggeſted to 
him by that malicious, tho* diſcerning railer Gower 3 
and his firſt thought was, to have ſet out * 
WE 1 1 ately, 


oy 
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| ately on his return home withont taking any leave 
of Perfiles and Sigiſmunda, However, conſidering 
afterward, they were Monarchs, and it was not 
their fault he had fallen in love with that Princeſs, 
they having never given him the leaſt encourage- 
ment, he rightly judged he ſhould be wanting in 
the reſpect owing to himſelf, ſhould he not treat them 
with the regard due to their rank, he got the better 
therefore of his reluctance, and reſolved at laſt to wait 
upon them, and compliment them upon their advance- 
ment to the throne. | 

Tux Royal Pair, received him with the greateſt 
kindneſs and reſpect; and to make him amends in ſome 
meaſure, for a diſappointment, which had cauſed him 
an uneaſineſs, he could by no means conceal, offered 


A- him the hand of the Princeſs Euſebia, ſiſter to his be- 
r- loyed Sigiſnunda; aſſuring him that Princeſs was ve- 
Ng ry little if at all inferior in beauty or merit, to her 
he who had ſo long reigned miſtreſs of his affections. 
e; - Arnaldus readily accepted of this proof of their good 
ſo will; and expreſſed his acknowlegement in very 
ne handſome terms; ſoon after which, he took leave 
li- of them, and ſet out on his return to Denmarꝭ in order 
Mm to have the conſent of his father to this match, and 
r- repare for the reception of his conſort Ex/ebia, on 
. er arrival in that kingdom. | | | 
{5 - Dvuxrinc theſe tranſactions, the amiable Felicia- 
* Flora, being apprehenſive of meeting with continual 
e affronts and vexations, from the relations of the no- 
e bleman whom Antonio had killed; being alſo moved 


thereto undoubtedly, by gratitude and love to her 
brave deliverer ; inſinuated artfully to the fair Con- 


18 fantia, that being reſolved for the reaſons abovemen- 
0 tioned, not to ſettle in her own country; and hav- 
d ing promiſed to aſk her advice about the choice of a 
t huſband, whenever ſhe was inclined to change her 
0 condition; ſhe would now be obliged to her, if ſhe 


would declare her ſentiments upon that head, and 
propoſe one, of whom ſhe could approve. 
HERBU ON the witty Conflantia, rightly judged. 
the would not have applied to her, preferably to any 
Vol. II. MS other, 
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other, but that ſhe had ſettled her affections upon her 
brother Antonio; and was defirous of her breaking ſet | 


the ice ; as having not only ſome influence and power the 
over that young Spaniard, in quality of his fiſter, but the 
as being intimate with him, and not obliged to ſtand der 
upon ceremonies. Accordingly, ſhe very readily pro- ria 
poſed him to her ; and having brought her to acknow- feb: 
ledge her inclination for him, aſſured her, Antonio leſs 
would agree with joy to a propoſal, which was fo _ 
much to his honour and intereſt. In effe&, the young hac 
Spaniard, whoſe heart, tho' proof againſt. the attacks Pre 


of the libidinous Roſamond and Zenotia, was not ſo 

againſt the beauty and modeſty of Felicia-Flora, htard to 
with rapture from Conſtantia, of the good diſpoſition he 
of that lady in his favour : He addreſſed her there- thi 
fore gladly upon the ſtrength of that knowledge; hy 


and all obſtacles being ſoon removed by the interpo- . 
ſition of his ſiſter, it was agreed the celebration of hi 
their marriage ſhould be deferred no longer than ad 
vl their arrival at Quintanar de la Orden fie 

Tre amorous Hypolita who was preſent, as has oy 
been before obſerved at the death of King Maximin, 
and the recovering and banquetting of her dear  Pil- |. V 
grim Per/iles to Sigiſnunda, by that Monarch, having 5 
no longer any hopes of gaining the heart of that object [mn 
of her affections, reſolved to devote herſelf for the fu- _ 
ture to heaven: Accordingly being moved by an impulſe P 
of the divine grace, ſhe diſtributed all her immenſe riches b 
among the poor, and retired into a convent, where ſhe tl 
became a pattern of devotion, and fincere repentance. f. 


IOUISA of Talawera, and Bartholomew of la * 
Mancha who were not at liberty tho* they had obtain- | 
ed deliverance from the tower of Nona, fince they 
had bound themſelves in matrimonial chains, ſet out 
together for Naples; where it is much to be feared, 
they did not come to a good end, ſince they led 
but a Ciſorderly life. | | - 
Tue amiable Duncan and fair Gertrude, having 
viſited the Roman Princes, their Relations, and pro- 
vided themſelves with a ſtock of pardons and indul- | 
gence? at the jubilee by the example of Perſiles, Sigi/- Y 
85 | 8 mina, 
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munda, Conſtantia, Felicia- Flora and young Antonia, 
ſet out on their return to Scotland; and paſſing by 
the court of France, in their way thither, acquainted 
the Duke de Nemours, with the adventure of Perian- 
der and Auriſtella; as alſo with the intended mar- 
riage of the Prince of Denmark, and the Princeſs Ea- 


ſebia, as a compenſation for the loſs of that match- 


leſs beauty. 5 . | . 
As ſoon as Perfiles, now crowned with happineſs, 


had perfectly recovered his ſtrength, he began to 15 
| 8 for his departure, for his own dominions 3 | 


ut not being willing to expoſe Sigi/munda any more, 
to the dangers and fatigues of a tedious ſea-yoyage, 
he reſolved to travel as far as he could by land; and 
therefore ſent back the corpſe of his deceaſed brother, 
ther with his retinue, in the veſſels, that were 


waiting for that Prince at Naples; keeping none with 


him, but the faithful Serafidus, and Rutilio; of whoſe 
advancement he had promiſed to take care, in con- 


| Hderation of his zeal in aſſiſting Serafigus to diſarm 


and ſeiſe his aſſaſſin Pyrrhus. > 8 
AxornER reaſon why he reſolved to go by land, 


; was that being obliged to young Antonio, for his own 
and his dear Sigiſnunda's deliverance, from the flames, 


in the iſland of Barbarians, and to Conflantia, for 


her particular love and affection to that incomparable 


Princeſs, he was willing to conduct them both ſafe 
back into Spain, and reſtore them into the hands of 
their parents, to whom they were not leſs obliged for 
facilitating their eſcape from that ifland, and ſupport- 
ing them both there, and upon the way. „ 

AccoRDINGLY, having taken leave of his holineſs, 


they returned by eaſy journeys to Qvuintanar de la 


Orden; where Don Antonio and his amiable ſpouſe 
Ricla, had impatiently expected them; and Where 
that generous couple were agreeably ſurpriſed, when 
Conftantia informed them of the happy change in 
the names and fortune of their royal gueſts, the ſup- 


poſed Periander and Auriſtella. 


Tur young Count, brother to that nobleman, who | 
was mortally wounded. in a fray at Quintanar de la 
| = 5 | Orden, 


Orden, and had married G»ftantia upon his deaths A 


bed, had fallen in love with that virtuous widow, 
the moment he ſaw her; and as conſummation had 
never paſſed between her and his brother, had pro- 
cured a diſpenſation from Rome (by the conſent of 
Don Antonio and Ricla, to whom he had declared 
his paſſion) for being married to her himſelf at her 
return. Sigiſmunda and Penſiles honoured this wed- 
ding with their preſence, as they did alſo the nuptials 
of Felicia-Flora and young Antonio; and to render 
that double union more ſplendid, Sigi/mnnda gave 
the young Counteſs: her ineſtimable diamond croſs, 
while Perfiles inriched Antonio with divers preſents of 
equal value. This done, the royal 3 for 
their departure; but before their ſetting out, they 
had the ſatisfaction to ſee the accompliſhment of Sol- 
dino's prophecy relating to Conſtantia, in the arrival 
of a meſſenger, with a patent, creating the young 
Count, a Duke and Grandee of Spain. 1 E 
HavinG thus nobly rewarded the good offices of 
Don Antonio, and his family, agd ſeen them all hap- 
pily ſettled, nothing now remained, for the illuſtri- 
dus pair, but to return with all convenient ſpeed, to 
their own dominions ; where Perfiles conferred an 
important poſt near his own perſon, on Rutilio, for 
his zeal, in revenging his aſſaſſination, by the ſeiſure 
of the miſcreant- Pyrrbus. He took care likewiſe, to 
acquit himſelf of his promiſe to the Prince of Denmark, 
by ſending Serafidus, to Queen Euſebia, to notify his 
marriage to $zg;/munda, and acceſſion to the throne 
of Maximin, as alſo to demand the young Princeſs 
her ſiſter for Arnal/dus, and conduct her to him. He 
then applyed himſelf wholy to the well governing his 
kingdom, wherein he was not a little aſſiſted by his 
dear Sigiſnunda, whoſe amiable converſation rendered 
the weight of a crown the more ſupportable: inſo- 
much tha. their reign was one continued ſeries of 
proſperity, and they lived to ſee their poſterity to 
the fourth generation. | 55 
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